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Introduction 


To realise the full potential of your life, to fill it with 
optimum joy and to lead a truly successful life is your inslien- 
able right, provided, of course, that you understand the correct 
mode of living and the rules and etiquettes of a aucceasful 
life ;, moreover, not only should you be acquainted with these 
rules and etiquettes, but you should also be constantly striving 
to adorn and civilize your life by translating these rules into 
practice. Civility and good manners, digaity and courtesy, 
neatness and purity, prudence and discretion, organization 
and discipline, keen aesthetic sense, magnanimity and nobility 
of temperament, sympathy and consideration, mildness and 
Pleasant speech, hospitality and humility, selflessness and 
sacrifice, lustlessness and sincority, fortitude and perseve- 
rence, sense of responsibility and industry, fear of God and 
piety; reliance on God and bold initiative——these are the 
magnificent features of a truly Islamic life, which throw a halo 
of attraction round the graceful lives of the pious men and 
make their personalities charismatic ; 0 much so that not only 
the Muslims but even the non-Muslims are irresistibly drawn 
to them and the common mind is forced to the conclusion that 
the humanistic culture which confers on mankind such invalu- 

‘able manners and etiquettes for adoring and reforming life and 
infusing it with charisma, is like air and light, the common 
patrimony of mankind. This humsniatic culture, therefore, is 
worthy of adoption by the entire humanity so that ail human 
beings may individually and collectively build up a successful 
life order. This will not only make their earthly life # heven 
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of contentment and comfort, felicity and joy, peace and 
tranquillity, but also secure in the world Hereafter all that is 
essential for a successful and redeemed life. The Etiquettes of 
Islamic Life is an attempt to present these etiquettes and 
mannors of Islamic culture in conventional book form. This 
work which represents a pattern of life ordored in the light of 
the teachings of the Book of God, the precedent of the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), the 
guidance provided by the immortal decds of our forbearers and 
the Islamic taste and temperament, contains five important 
chaptors : 


Chapter I — Manners and Culture 
Chapter IE ~— True Submission 
Chapter IJI — Good Society 


Chapter IV — Propagation of Religion 
Chapter V — Sense of Devotion 
Under these chapters, Islamic manners and etiquettes 
relating {0 xll aspects of human life have been explained in 4. 
style whicfWs characterized by :— 
- * an impressive arrangement of material ; 
* plain and easy language ; 
lucid and eloquent explanations ; 
* thought provoking arguments and ; 
* rhetorical diction. 


It is hoped that this manual of Etiquettes of Islamic Life will, 
by the grace and beneficenco of Allah, prove useful for readers 
belonging to all age-groups and‘classes. Brethren and sisters 
devoted to Islam are expected to adorn their personal lives with 
these precious rules and prayers as well as strive to reform and 
mould the morals, habits and conduct of the younger genera- 
tion along sound lines. They should try théeir utmost to im- 
press upon the youngsters the value of learning these rules and 
preyers by heart. : 

The life adorned with these etiquettes will not only be 
acclaimed with reverence and admiration in this world but will 


also be deemed worthy of reward and favour in the hereinafter. 
Reference to important works which have been consulted 
during the preparation of this book aro indicated at, appro- 
priate points within the text. I pray to the Vencrable and 
Exalted Allah to favour this humble attempt with His approval” 
and enable the Muslims to order their lives in conformity with 
“these rules and etiquettes. They should foster an inclination, 
yearning and zeal for Islam in the hearts of people. This manual 
should serve as an effective means of attracting the people to 
the true religion of God, and that it should be deemed a basis 
for the author’s redemption. May God reward all those serving 
the cause of Islam with His favour also whose valuable works 
have been drawn upon in the preparation of this Book. (Amin) 


MUHAMMAD YUSUF ISLAHI 
30th August, 1967. . 


Manners and Etiquettes 


Etiquettes of 
Neatness and Purity 
Maintenance of Health 
Dress 

Eating and Drinking 
Way-faring 

Travelling 

Sorrow and grief 

Fear and harassment 
Joy and jubilation 


Hadrat Jabir (God be ploased with him) stated: ‘One 
day the Holy Prophet (peaco and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) visited our home to see us. He (peace and blessings of 
Allah’ be: upon him) beheld & man who had dishevelled his hair 
_ and was covered all over with dist. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
_ blessinga of Allah be upon him) observed : “Has this fellow no 
comb with which to set his hair! And the Holy Prophet's 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) gaze fell on another 
man who wore very dirty garments. The Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah he upon him) observed : “Can't this man 
procure even that thing with which to wash his clothes clean.” 


eeu eee nee 


(Mishkat al-Masabih) 


Purity and 
Neatness 


Allah’s favourites are those who make constant efforts to 


remain pure and neat. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) has observed : “Purity and neatness 


are 


half of faith”. In other words, Faith partly consists in 


cleansing one’s soul and partly in keeping physically clean and 
pure, The purity and neatness of soul implies cleansing the 
soul of all impurities such as infidelity, polytheism, sin and 
vice, and embellishing it with righteous beliefs and pure 
morals. The purity and neatness of the body denotes keeping 
it clear of all external filth and adorning it with neatness and 
good manners. 
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On waking up, clean your hand before putting itin a pot 
of water. You never can tell where your hands lay during 
sleep. 

Do not discharge urine on the floor of the toilet, especially 
when it-is made of soil. 


. When passing stools or urine, do not sit facing the direc- 


tion of Qiblah, nor with your back to Qibléh. Having 
relieved yourself, use 8 clod or water to clean the private 
parts or purify yourself with water only. Do not use 
the dung, bone or charcoal for cleaning purposes. When 
the private parte have been cleaned, scrub your hands 
with soap or earth and wash them. 

Do not sit down to eat when your bowels are under 
pressure. Relieve yourself of urine or stool, before eating. 


a 
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. Use your right hand in eating as well as in performing 
ablution. For cleaning the private parts of the body or 
for clearing the nose, use your left hand only. 


. Discharge urine on soft ground, so that its drops do not 
Splash around. Always pass the urine in a sitting posture. 
However, if the condition of the ground or some: real 
hardship prevents from sitting down, you may urinate in 
a standing posture. Otherwise, in normal circumstances, 
it is a very dirty habit and should be strictly avoided. 

. Do not, sit down to answer the call of nature on the 
tiverside, the quay, on the thoroughfares or in shaded 
places. Such a practice causes inconvenience to others 
and is derogatory to rules of propriety and good manners, 

- Put on shoes and cover your head witha cap ete. before 
going to the lavatory and read. the following prayer on 
your way: 


wren Stee = dese ee S5b0 
tpl 6S lou tl, od of eh Syel il pel 
Allahumma inni a‘udhu bika minal khubthi wal khaba'ith, 
A (Bukhari-Muslim) 
“God II seek thy Protection against the devils of the 
masculine as woll as the feminine species.” 
(Bukhari-Muslim) 
On emerging from the lavatory, read this prayer : 
ewe ow owe we ‘em eras 8S 1 ante 
. dlile y $Y ee Al od ab teed! 
tole al ¢ Sioa 
Alhamdu liliahi-l-ladhi adhaba ‘annil adha wa‘ dfant. 
(Nisai, Ibn-e-Majah) 


“I thank the Lord who relieved me of the burden and 
granted me ease.” (Wasii, Ibn-e-Majah) 


9: Discharge your nose or phlegm with care ina spitoon, 


10. 


9 
or do so in a place out of the sight of people. 


Avoid putting your finger in the nostrils and clearing 
the wax of your nose too often. Clear the nose and clean 


it well out of the sight of people, whenever the need 


ll. 


12, 


13. 


arises. 


Strictly avoid the practice of spitting phlegm into the 
folds of a handkerchief and rubbing them together, This 
ia a despicable habit and must be avoided except when 
it cannot be helped. 

While chewing betel leaf, do not talk in such a manner 
as to splash saliva on the person you are talking to, thus 
causing discomfort to him. If you chew tobacco or betel 
leaf frequontly, you should take great care in observing 
the rules of oral hygiene. Beware also, lest you should 
talk with your mouth too close to the person addressed, 
Perform ablution with great care and try to keep ina 
state of ablution most of the time, if not at all hours. 
Whero water is not available, you may perform 
Tayammum. Rocite : 


ol Rael a en 


Bismillah hirrahma nirrahim. 
‘In the Name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the Most 
Merciful. 
at the beginning of ablution and say the following prayer 
in the course of its performance : 
Be Sete Fe Oe oe oe 


al Meh 9 GG Vey ai ry Sai 


eee 2 ot TE we SF ba SIO Se = Foe # ELD 
shely Gall G+ get rel yoy 5 ase clan 


oo teed 


thao. Gaalall 5 


14, 
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Ashhadu an 1a ilaha ilallahu wahdahu 1a sharika lahu 


wa ashhadu anna Muhammadan ‘abduhu wa rasuluhu. 
Allahunm aj’ilni minat-tawwabina waj‘alnt min-al- 
mutatahhirin. (Tirmizi) 


“I bear witness that there is no god save Allah and 
He has no partner. And I testify that Muhammed is the 
servant of God and His Messenger. God! Join me with 
those people who repent most and take great care in keeping 
themselves pure and clean’. 


When the ablution is over, say the following prayer : 


ree Ss nt - FI, we wd 


HW TH dal 5 pelt d dlilaw 


ote See o 30 Oe 


ely. ALS] Oly ace 


Subhanak-allahumma wa bihamdika ashhadu an 1a ilaha 
illa anta astaghfiruka wa atiibu ilaika. (Nasat) 


“God ! Thou art Pure and Supreme in Thy Praisewor- 
thiness, I testify that there is no deity beside Thee, I 
seek Thy forgiveness and I appeal to Theo.” 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed : 


“The emblem of my Ummah on the Day of Judgement 
will be that their foreheads and other parts of the body 
on which ablution is performed will be radiant with light. 
Honce whosoever wishes to enhance his light is free to do 
80." (Bukhari, Muslim) 
Brush your teeth with miswak (twig) regularly. The 


Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
hag affirmed : 


“T would have decreed the brushing of teeth with a 
miswak (twig) during all ablutions but for the inconvenience 
it would have caused to the Ummah”. 


16, 


17, 


u 


On one ‘occasion, eome people arrived to see the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). 
Their teeth were stained with yellow grease. On observing 
their teeth the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
‘be upon him) urged them to form the habit of using 
miswak. 


You must bathe at least cnce a week. Make ita point 
to bathe on Friday and join the Friday congregation in 
clean and neat dress. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : 


“Discharging of trust leads to Paradise”, The compan- 
ions (God be pleased with them) submitted : “O Apostle of 
God (peaco and blossings of Allah be upon you)! What is 
meant by Trust ?” 

The Apostle of God (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed : - 

«Allah has appointed no greater trust than cleansing 
oneself of impurity by taking bath”. Hence a person must 
take bath when he needs one. 


Do not go into or pass through the mosque in a state of 
impurity. If no alternative is available, perform tho 
Tayammum before entering the mosque or passing 
through it. 

Dress your hair with oil and comb. Trim the overgrown 
hair of your beard with scissors ; apply collyrium to your 
eyes ;and clip your nails and keep finger-nails clean, 
Adorn yourself with propriety, simplicity and moderation, 


. Cover your face with a handkerchief on sneezing, so that 


the excretion is not splashed on to anyone else. After 
sneezing say : 
1 dete 
a deol 
Alhamdu lillah 
Preise be to Allah”! 


12 
The listener should say : 


No ede ee 


ail tho 
Yarhamukallah. 
“May Allah show you Mercy” 1 
In response to this, you should recite : 


Yahdtkallah. 
“May Allah guide you”. 

419. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) was very fond of perfume. After performing the 
toilet on arising from sleep, the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) invariably used perfume. 


Maintenance 
of Health 


1. Health is not only a great blessing of God but also 
a valuable trust from the Almighty. Regard your 
health as of great value and take every care to safe- 
guard it. Health once lost is hard to recover. As the 
little worm eats into the books and destroys great libraries, 
similarly a little negligence or an ordinary sickness ruins 
the life. To neglect the rules of hygiene and to be indifferent 
towards the proper maintenance of health is callous, even 
as it is an act of ingratitude to the Almighty. The 
essenco of human life is reason, morality, faith and 
knowledge. It is only the physical health which onsures 
the proper funotioning of human faculties of reason, 
morality, faith and knowledge. In fact, physical health 
ig the basic’ factor in the development of mind and the 
growth of reason ; it is also a pre-requisite for the perform- 
ance of sublime acts of morality and the discharge of 
religious obligations, A weak and sick body has a feeble 
mind whose faculty of reason cannot but be unsound and 
utterly hopeless. When life is devoid of longing and 
ardour ; when there is no courage and the will is weak ; 
when the passions have cooled down and are exhausted— 
such apiritless existence is a drag on the infirm body. The 
true believers have to perform lofty deeds in life and dia- 
charge heavy responsibilities of state. It is imperative, 
therefore, that they should have robust physique, sturdy 
intellect and sound mind, firm will, high morale and a 
life full of spirit, enthusiasm and sublime passions. 
Healthy and spirited individuals make dynamic nations 
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and such nations by offering suprome sacrifices- in the 
struggle for existence achieve a pre-eminent position and 
are @ living symbol of the value and dignity of life. 


You shoald always be cheerful, glad, alert and active. 
Make your life well-ordered. elegant, and*hesllhy by 
means of good living, cheerful manners, joyful smiles and 
lively disposition. Avoid sorrow, anger, grudge or anxioty, 
envy, jealousy, slander, narrow-mindedness ; don’t lose your 
spirits and keep your mind clear of all complexes. ‘These 
moral ills have an adverse effect on the digestive system 
and a defective digestive system is the major cause of poor 
health. The Apostle of God (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) observed : 


“Lead a simple life; adopt moderate habits and keep 
yourself cheerful”. (Mishkat) 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) once saw an old man who was dragging on 
supported on either side by two of his sons. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) en- 
quired: ‘What has happened to this old man?” The 
people told him : “This'man had vowed to travel to the 
House of God on foot”.. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) observed: “It is not the 
will of God that this old man should torment himself” and 
then urged the old man to ride towards his destination, 

Hadrat ‘Umar (God be pleased with him) once saw 
a youth walking along slowly like a sick man. ‘Umar 
(God be pleased with him) stopped the youth and enquired ; 
“What. sickness afflicts you”? He replied: “I am not 
ailing”. Thereupon ‘Umar (God be pleased with him) took 
hold of a whip and threatening him with it said to the 
young fellow: ‘Walk on the way eaergotically with firm 
foot”. 2 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah bo 
upon him) used to walk with a firm foot and stepped on 


15 
the ground as if he were descending slope. 


Hadret ‘Abdullah b. Harith (May God be pleased with 
him) reports : 
“I never met a man who smiled more often than the 
Prophet of God”. (Tirmidht) 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) taught the following prayer to his people and 
you should say this prayer more often : 


Pee - eee eS ede THe 


Bish j seals ol re oth Sel pall 
tine ctr. Sony GAB Spl 


Allahumma a'udhu bika min-al-hammi wal-huznt 
wal-'ajzi wal-kasli wa dala‘iddaini wa ghalabat-ir-rijal. 

“Q Allah! I seek refuge in Thee from the anxiety and 
grief from inability and sloth, from the burden of in- 
debtedness and the domination of men’’, 

. (Bukhart, Muslim) 


. Do not lift more burden than your strength can bear. 
Do not waste your physical energy. It is obligatory that 
you should save and protect your physical strength and 
use it with moderation according to your capability. 

Hadrat ‘A’isha (God be pleased with her) reports that 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) observed : 

“Act as much as is within your strength, for the Lord 
will not feel wearied but you will get weary”. (Bukhart) 


Hadrat Abu Qais (God be pleased with him) reports 
that he went to see the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) when the Prophet (peace and bless- 
ings of Allah o upon him) was delivering a sermon. 
Hadrat.Abu Qais stood waiting in the sun. At the bidding 
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of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) he stepped into the shade. (Al-Adab Al-Mufrad) 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) forbade that a person should be standing in a 
position where a part of his body is under the shade and. 
the other part in the sun. 


A Isdy of the tribe Bahia, Hadrat Mujiba (God be 
pleased with her) relates : 


“Once my father called on the Holy Prophet (peace : 
and blesaings of Allah be upon him) to seek religious 
knowledge. Having learnt some important matters about 
religion, my father returned home. A year later, ho again 
went 10 seo the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him). The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) found it impossiblo to recognize his 
visitor. Upon this, my father submitted: “O Prophet 
of God! Don’t you remember me?” The Holy Prophet 
(peace and. blessings of Allah be upon him) said: “No, I 
do, not recognise you. Introduce yourself”. My father 
submitted: “I belong to the tribe of Bahia. I came to 
sce you last year also’. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blossings of Allah be upon him) observed: “Why are you 
in sach a bad shape? When you came here last year you 
were in # much better state and looked fine’. My father 
replied: “Since our last meeting, I have been continuously 
observing fasts. I eat only st night”, The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed: ‘It 
was utterly needless for you to torment yourself and 

_ Tuin your health”. Then the Prophet (peace and blessings 
" of Allah be upon him) urged my father, “You should keep 
faate during the whole of the month of Ramadan and in 
addition observe fast for one day during each month”. 
My father submitted ; “OQ Prophet of God (peace and bless- 
ings of Allah be upon you)! Permit me to keep more 
faets’. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) enjoined: ‘‘You should observe two fasts 
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during each month”.. My father asked permiasion for 
more. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) said: ‘You can keep three fasts during each 
month”. My father entreated for a further addition in 
the number of fasts. The Holy Prophet (peace and bless- 
ings of Allah be upon him) replied: “Well thon, you may 
observe fasts during sacred months each year and then 
leave a gap. You may follow this course every year”, 
While observing this, the Holy Prophet {peace and bless- 
ings of Allah be upon him) made a sign with throo fingers, 
joined thom and moved them epart. 

The point that the Holy Prophet (peaco and blessings 
of Aliah be upon him) wanted to bring home to his visitor 
was that he should observe fasts during the months of 
Rajab, Dhiqa‘dah and Dhuthijjah and loave a Sap in fast. 
ing during the intervening years). The Prophet of God 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) has aflirmed : 

“Tt does not behove a believer to. degrade himself”, 
The poople enquired: “In what manner does a believer 
degrade himself?” The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) observed: ‘He subjects himself to 
intolorable sufferings and thus dogrades himself’, 

(Tirmidhi) 
. You should always be industrious, energetic, hard-working, 
painstaking and bold in your daily life. You should form 
tho habit of facing all forms of hardship and tackling with 
the most difficult situations. Prepare yourself to lead the 
hard and simple life of a Mujahid (a fighter in the service 
of True Faith). Don’t be ease-loving, careless, delicate, 
indolent,- voluptuous, timid and a materialist, While 
despatching Hadrat Mu‘adh b. Jaba! (God be pleased with 
him) as Governor of Yemen, the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah bs upon him) gave bim the following 
instruction : 


“Mu‘adh! Deny yourself the love of ploasure, for thoy 
servants of God are not pleasure-seokers”. (Mishkat) 
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Hedrat Abu Umama (God be pleased with him) reports 
the Holy Prophet {peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) ag having said : 4 

“Simple living symbolises true Faith”. (Abu Dawud) 


The life of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) was ever a simple and hard one, like 
a Mujahid. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) took care to preserve his physical 
energy and strived to enhance it. The Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him} also liked to swim, for 
this sport proves the best physical exercise, Onco the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and 
some companions (God be pleased with them) were swimm- 
ing in a pool, The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) arranged the companions in pairs of 
two and desired that each man should swim towards his 
partnor. Hadrat Abu Bakr (God be pleased with him) 
was paired with the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him), The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him).swam towards Abu Bakr (God be 
pleased with him) caught him and held him by the neck. 


Horse was the Prophet's (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) favourite riding animal. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) himself tended 
his horse.. He used to rub and clean the mouth of his 
horse with his own sleeve. He would tie the hair pf ita 
mane into knots and used to say : 

“Qoodness remBins attached to its forehead till Dooms- 
day”. 7 

Hadrat ‘Ugba (God be pleased with him) reports that 
the Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) observed : 

‘Learn archery and horse-riding. I like the archers 
more than the horse-riders. He who learns the art of 
shooting arrows and then gives it up has paid scant regard 
to a Divine blessing”. . (Abu Daoud) 
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Hadrat ‘Abdullah b. ‘Umar (God be pleased with him) 
reports that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) stated : 


“He who guards tho soldiers of Islam against danger 
in the night passes a night better than Shab Qadr”. 

In an address to his companions, the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed: “A 
time will come when the other nations will fall upon my 
followers as diners scramble over food”, Someone enquired: 
“O Prophot of God (peace apd blessings of Allah be upon 
you)! Will our numbers so dwindle that other people will 
join forces in order to annihilate us?” The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) answered: 
“Not that your numbers will be small. In fact you will be 
much larger in number, but then your number will carry 
no weight, just as so many straws floating in flood-tide are 
woightless. Your enemies will no longer fear you, 
cowardice will creep into your hearts”. At this point 
a man enquired :. “O Prophet of God (peace and blessings ~ 
of Allah be upon you)! What will be the cause of this 
cowardice’? ? The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) observed : ‘The cause will be that you 
will grow to love the worldly life and hate death”, 


Hadrat Abu Huraira (God be pleased with him) reports 


that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed : 


“He who holds the reins of his horse firmly and rides 
to service the cause of Islam, lives the best life. From 
whichever spot the news of threat to the cause of Islam 
reaches him, he mounts his steed and rushes thither. He 
is so fearless of death as if he is after it”. (Muslim) 


Women should also lead hard and strenuous life. They 
should pérform all household chores with their own hands. 
They should form the habit of being active and train 
themselves to bear hardships. They should abstain from 


_being work-shy, indolent or voluptuous. They should raise 
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their children so as they learn to be sturdy. energetic and 
tough from the very beginning of their lives. Even when 
there are servants in home, do not encourage your 
children to depend on them for odd jobs. Teach children 
to cultivate the habit of self-help. The ladies of the 
companions of the Holy Prophet used to perform house- 
hold tasks with their owa hands. They would work in the 
kitchen ; they would grind at the milistone ; they fetched 
water for use in the home, washed clothes, sewed and led a 
strenuous life, In the hour of need, they took the responsi- 
bility of rendering medical aid co the wounded in the 
battlesfield and supplied water to the fighting forces. Hard 
work keeps women fit; it ensures the purity of their 
morals and the good example of the mothers serves as a 
model for character-building of their children. From the’ 
Islamic point of view, a good wife is the one who keeps 
herself busy in housekeeping tasks. She should be so 
engrossed in household activities that signs of exhaustion 
due to hard work, the blackness ‘of the kitchen and the 
soot of fire-smoke should be evident from her face, Tho 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon bim) 
has stated : 


“T and the woman whose cheeks are besmeared with 
kitchen smoke will be close together on the Day of Resur- 
rection”. (While saying this, the Prophet made a sign by 
joining his index finger with the middle finger). 


Be an early riser. Keep your sleeping hours within limits 
of propriety. Don’t sleep little, for in that case your body 
will not get proper’rest and your limbs will feel exhausted 
and weary. On the other hand, do not sleep for long 
hours, for in that case you will become lazy and inactive, 
Follow the maxim : 


“Karly to bed and early to rise” should be your motto 
of life. 


Get up early in the morning and offers prayers to God. 
Go for # stroll into the field or garden and relax thera, 


The fresh air of the morning has a salutary effect on health. . 
Make it a point to do some light exercise daily according to 
your physical strength and éndurance. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blossings of Allah be upon him) liked to divert 
himself by visits to the gardens. He used to go for a 
stroll in the garden once in a while, The Prophet (peace 
and blessings of AJlah be upon him) forbade to remain 
awake and engage in conversation after ‘Isha’ (night prayer) 
and observed : 7 


“Only that person is permitted to remain awake after 
‘Isha’ who is either engaged in talk concerning religion 
or has to discuss some important matter with the members 
of his household”. 


. Learn self-control. Keep. your passions, fancies, desires 
and lusts under control, Guard against your ideas gotting 
distracted or your eyes going astray. Peace of mind and 
contontment of the heart evaporate when the passions 
are given freo rein and eyes begin to wander astray and 
the faces of such people lose all the beauty, grace and 
attractivenoss of a youthful man. Having lost these 
attributes, these persons prove to be timid, weak-minded 
and cowards in every sphere of life. 

The Holy Prophet (peace and. blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has stated : 

“To cast a lascivious eye is the adultery of eyes and 
shameless talk is the adultery of tongue. Your lust preases 
® demand on you and your genitals cither affirm or contra- 
dict this demand”. 


A sage observes : 


“OQ Musiims ! Keep away from sin. Sin entails six 
evila ; three evils relate to this world and the other three 
are concerned with the eternal world. Thosé evils that 
relate to this world are these : 


*  Boauty and grace vanish from the face of man. 
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* The man is seized by the torment of poverty and 
destitution. 


* It shortens the life of man. 


Save yourself from intoxicants. They affect the brain 
as well as the stomach. Liquor, of course, is forbidden, 
but you should refrain from using all other'things having 


. an intoxicating effect. 


Observe the rules of simplicity and moderation in all your 
activities. In physical labour, mental exertion, marital 
relations, eating, drinking, sleep and rest, anxiety, 
merriment, recreation, worship, walking and conversation 
——in short, in all your activities always follow a middle 
course, and regard it as the main source of virtue and well- 
being. 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has said : 


“How wonderful it is to be moderate in the midst of 
plenty! And what a fine thing it is to follow a middle 
course in deprivation, and what a better course it is to be 
moderate in offering prayers”. 

(Musnad Bazaz/Kanz al-Amal) 


Eat at the proper time. Abstain from over-eating. Don’t 
munch all the.time. Také food only when you feel the 
appetite and stop eating before your stomach is filled, 
so that you should still feel slightly hungry when the 
meal is over, You must never indulge in over-eating. 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be vpon 
him) observed : 


“The beliover fills only one intest‘ne while the non- 


‘ believer eats to fill seven intestines”. {Tirmidhi) 


Good health depends on proper functioning of the stomach. 
Over-eating makes the stomach sick. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) has explained 
this point in an allegory as follows ; 


i, 


“The stomach serves ag a cistern. The veina reovive 
their life-blood from this reservoir. Hence if the stomach 
is healthy, the veins will be irrigated with the juices 
of health, and in case the stomach ix ill, the veins will 
only suck the juice of sickness”. { Bathagt) 
Persuading the people to be abatemious in taking food 
the Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) observed : 

“One man’s dinner is sufficient for two’’. 

Always eat simple fare. Eat whole wheat bread. Do 
not gat while the food is piping hot. Avoid spiced and 
pungent foods and have no unnecessary craving for tasty 
delicacies. 

Make it a point to eat simple, easily digestible, 
nourishing and healthful diet, Do not crave for delicious 
foods or foods that leave a pungent taste on the tongue. 
The Hply Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) preferred whole-wheat bread. He did not like bread 
made of soft flour or thin Joaves. He never ate while 
the food was piping hot, but waited till it cooled. 
Referring to the eating of food while it is piping hot, the 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) some- 
times observed : 

‘God has not ordained us to eat fire’ ; 

and some other time he would say : 

“There is no virtue in eating piping hot food”’. 

Meat (especially joints of leg, pieces of neck and flesh of 
the backside) was the Prophet’s (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) favourite food. In point of fact, meat 
is an importent and essential food for the nourishment 
of body and for forging abold attitude of mind ; and the 
believers. should always be bold of heart and sturdy in 
passion. 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 


him) has affirmed : 
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“The person who died without fighting in the cause of 
Allah and hed-no desire for such fight hasina way died 


Jin the state of hypocrisy”. (Muslim) 


Eat in perfect peace of mind and ina relaxed mood and 
chew the food well. Avoid eating in a mood of sorrow, 
anger, anxiety or perplexity. The food that is eaten in 
@ cheerful and peaceful state of mind nourishes the body, 
whereas food that is gulped down in a state of anxiety 
or grief has an advorse effect on the stomach and afforda 
no strength to the body. Don’t be silent, sad or wwoe-begone 
while taking meals nor show undue mirth by raising loud 
guffaws. Laughter during meals proves fatal sometimes. 


Talk and laugh with moderation while taking meals. 
Eat in a pleasant and cheerful modd and offer thanks to 
the Almighty for His Blessed Provisions ; and when ill, 
take every Precaution with regard to your meals. 


Umme Mundhir (may God bo pleased with her) relates : 


“The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) once visited me. Bunches of date-fruit were 
hanging in the home. The Holy Prophet (peace and bless- 
ings of Allah be. upom him) plucked the fruit and started 
eating it. Hadrat ‘Ali (God be pleased with him) did the 
same, The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him), however, forbade ‘Ali (God be pleased with him) 
and said: ‘You have just recovered from illness; you 
should not eat this fruit”. So ‘Ali (God be pleased with 
him) stopped. Meanwhile, the Prophet (peace and bless- 
ings of Allah be upon him) continued to eat the fruit”. 
Umm Mundhir (God be pleased with her) further relates: 
“Later, I cooked some barley and beet-root. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said 
to ‘Ali (God be pleased with him): “ ‘Ali, take this. This 
food will do you good”. - (Shama’ il Tirmidhs) 

When he (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
had a guest at meals, he (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) used to prompt the guest Tepeatedly to eat 
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more and until he had eaten to his fill and insisted on tak- 
ing no more, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) then stopped to prompt him”. 


During meals, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) used to be engaged in amiable talk 
and maintained an, atmosphere of joy and cordiality. 


Take a nap after the the mid-day meal and go fora stroll 
after dinner, Avoid strenuous physical and mental oxertion 
immediately after the meals. There is & well-known maxim 
in Arabie which runs thus : 


bees bet Bo woe 


qgeed cgtal Gaal adi 
Taghadda Tamadda, Ta'asheha Tamashsha.° 


“Stretch out after the midday meal and take a stroll 
after taking dinner”. 


Take good care of your eyes. Don’t expose your eyes 
to glaring light. Don’t set your gaze upon the sun. Don’t 
Yead in either faint or intense light. Always study under 
a olear and soothing light. Avoid keeping yourself awake 
for too long. Protect-your oyes from filth and dust. Apply 
collyrium to your eyes and always try to keep your eyes 
clean. Go for a walk in the fields, gardens and green 
pastures and amuse yourself. The sight of greenery has 
a pleasant effect on eyes. Guard against casting evil 
glances, for this practice will dim the sparkle of your eyes 
and your genoral health will decline. Tho Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) has said: ‘ 

“Your eyes have a right on yous. 

It ia, therefore, incumbent upon a believer to value 
this Divino blessing. He should use this blessing according 
to the will of the Almighty. He should be particular about 
the protection of his eyes and keeping them clean. He 
should use all means which may be of benefit to his 
‘eyes and avoid everything that mey cause injury to them, — 
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Similarly, the true believer should take care to preeerve the 
streng th of other limbs and organs of his bedy. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
observed : 


“O people! You should apply collyrium to your eyes. 
It clears away all wax from your eyes and helps in the 
growth of hair”. (Pirmidhs) 
Be careful about dental hygiene and protect your teeth. 
Clean teeth keep you fresh, produce a good effect on diges- 
tion and cleanliness makes the teeth firm too. Form the 
habit of cleaning your teeth with a miswak (twig); uso 
dental powder aleo. Don’t spoil your teeth by too frequent 
chewing of betel leaf or using.tobacco. Clean your teeth 
well after every meal. 

Unclean teeth cause various diseases. It was customary 
with the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) that on getting up from sleep, he used to clean 
his teeth with a miswak (twig). (Agreed upon) 

Hadrat ‘A’isha (God bo pleased with her) states : 

“We used to keep the water for ablution and the miswak 
(twig) ready for the use of the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him). By the will of God when 
the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
got up from sleep he used to clean his teeth with the 


- miswak (twig). Later, he performed ablution and then 


offered prayers’. ; (Muslim) 

Hadrat Anas (God be pleased with him) has reported 
that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed : 

“J have already laid much stress upon the need to 
clean your teeth with miswak (twig)”. (Bukhari) 

Hadrat ‘A’isha (God be pleased with her) relates that 
the Holy Prophot (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) stated : 

“The miswak (twig) cleans the mouth and the Lord ia 


16, 


17, 


a 
pleased by this act of cleanliness”. (Nasa"1) 


The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) is reported to have said : 


“Hed I not“considered it a great inconvenience for 
my Ummah, I would have enjoined people to brush their 
teeth with a miswak (twig) before each prayer”. 

(Abu Dawud) 

Some Muslims once came to see the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). Their teeth 
were unclean and were encrusted with yellow grease. Notic- 
ing this, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) said to them : “Your teeth look so yellow! 
You should clean them with a miswak’”’. (Musnad Ahmad) 


When the need arises to answer the call of nature fulfil it 
promptly. Delay in answering the call of nature affects the 
brain and the stomach badly. 
Pay full attention to keeping yourself pure, clean and 
tidy. The Holy Qur’dn says: 

“God’s favourites are those who take great: care in 
keeping themselves pure and clean’. (At-Tauda) 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has said : 


“Cleanliness and purity are the half of Faith” 


In view of the great importance of cleanliness and 
purity, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has given detailed injunctions about neatness and 
has stressed the need for observing purity and cleanliness 
in every matter.- Keep all articles of food under cover. 
Protect them {rom being soiled and keep the flies away. 
You should have clean utensils. Keep your dress and bed- 
covers tidy and spotlessly clean. Keep your body clean 
by performing ablution and taking 8 bath. Cleanliness of 
body, neatness of dress and tidiness of all articles of use 
ig refreshing and pleasant for the soul. The body also 


feels delightfully fresh. On the whole purity and neatness 
have a salutary effect on human health, 

Hadrat ‘Adi b. Hatim (God be pleased. with him) 
stated : 

“TJ always remain in state of ablution for each Salat 
(prayer) since I embraced Islam”. 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) once asked Hadrat Bilal (God be pleased with 
him): ‘How did you manage to reach Paradise before 
mo yesterday?” Hadrat Bilal (God be pleased with him) 
submitted: ‘Whenever I proclaim the call for prayer, I 
invariably offer two Rak‘ats of Salat (prayer) and as soon 
as Iam not in in a state of ablution, I perform eblution 
afresh and try to remain in this state always”. 

Hadrat Abi Huraira (God be pleased with him) reports 
the Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) as having said : 

“Tt is God’s right upon every Muslim that he should 
take bath once a week and wash his head and body”. 

(Bukhari) 


Etiquettes 
of Dress 


1, You should wear a dress which covers and protects your 
body and meets the requirements of modesty, honour and 
virtuo. Your dress should also be an expression of culture, 
elegance and beauty. In respect of this blessing, God says 
in the Holy Qur’an 

Cex ee 0 nk 2. ie deee 


ye Sal gy Lol 


oe <i wor 


GI As tl eet 


VG aS 


Yabani Adama qad anzalnd alaikum libasan yuwari 
saudtikum wa risha. 


“O children of Adam ! We have sent unto you raiments 
to conceal your shame and to serve as protection and 
decoration’. (7: 26) 


Asa matter of fact the word ‘Rish’ in the, vorse, liter- 
ally means tho wings of the bird. The wings of a bird 
Jend beauty and grace to it and also serve as a means 
of protection for its body. The word, however, is com- 
monly used when referring to beauty, elegance and 
fine dress. Of course the purpose of dresa is to lend 
beauty and grace and to serve as protection against 
climatic effects. But the foremost use of dress is to 
cover private parts of the body. Allah has inculcated 
modesty and diffidence in the nature of man. It was for this 
reason that when Hadrat Adam and Hadrat Hawwa (Eve) 
(peace be on both of them) were deprived of the elegant 
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robes of Paradise, they began to use leaves of trees to 
cover their bodies. Hence consider this as the principal 
use of dress and choose a dresa which conforms to the 
requirements of modesty. You should also make sure that 
your dress, besides affording adequate protection against 
climatio conditions, should also by of such a style that it 
should lend an aura of grace, elegance and culture to your 
personality. Do not wear dress of 8 style which should 
make-you an object of ridicule or provoke satirical com- 
ments among the people. 


. You should keep in mind while putting on clothes that 
dress is @ blessing which Allah has conferred on man only. 
It has been denied to all other living creatures. Offer 
thanks to Allah for this special favour and: blessing. 
Endowed as you are with this distinctive bounty, you 
should never act contrary to the decrees of Allah or show 
ingratitude. Dress is a remarkable favour from the Lord. 
While putting on dross, re-kindle this fooling in your heart 
and express your sense of gratitude in the words which 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) had taught to the believers. 


. Piety isthe best apparel. Pioty signifies purity of soul 
as well as righteous physical appearance. In other words 
you should wear dress of the kind which the Shari‘ah has 
prescribed for the believers, which does not display arro- 
gance or pride, which does not lend a feminine air to men 
nor a masculine appearance to women. The dress should 
be an emblem of your righteousness and devotion to God. 
The women should strictly conform to the rules set by 
Shari‘ah in respect of female dross and men must observe 
the laws of Shari‘ah with regard to male dress. 


Put on a new dress with feelings of joy. Name the cloth 
and acknowledge the munificence and blessing of Allah. 
Inspired by sense of gratitude to the Lord, recite the 
prayer which the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Ailah 
be upon him) used to offer while putting on a new dress. 
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Hadrat, Abi Sa‘id Khudri (God be pleased with him) 
reports: ‘Whenever the Holy prophet (peace and bless- 
ings of Allah be upon him) put on s new dress, head dress 
shirt or a sheet covering, he used to recite the following 
prayer and insert the namo of the garment in the 
recitation : 


Cob fobs oS e 8 tee ote Peek oe Bh e 


Ve pg eye libel 6 pT Cil toot! EU allt 


en a a ee) 2 Poe eee | 


tajloyle ad ae be ay ot oy thd gel yt co 


Allahumma lakal hamdu anta kasautanthi as'aluka 
khatrahu wa khaira ma suni‘a lahu wa a‘udhu bika min 
sharrihi wa sharri ma suni‘a lahu. (Abu-Dawud) 


O God! Unto Thee belongeth all praise. Even as Thou 
hast clothed me in this (garment), I ask of Thee the good 
thereof, and the good of that wherefor it hath been made, 
and I seek refuge in Thee from the evil thereof, and the 
evil of that wherefor it hath been made. 


The prayer bears the following meaning: God! Grant 
me the favour to use the dress which you have bestowed 
on me for the’ same purposes which you deem righteous. 
Grant me the favour to cover my modesty with this dress 
and to protect my soul and body against immodesty and 
ahamelessness. Grant me the favour to make it a means 
of adornment and grace for my body. God! Grant me the 
favour to eschew displaying ostentation, pride or arrogance 
in dreas and let me not transgress the bounds set by you 
in the use of dress by your slaves, both men and women. 


Hadrat ‘Umar (God be pleased with him) stated: 
“The Holy Prophet (peace and*blessings of Allah be upon 
him) observed: ‘Whosoever puts on a new dress and has 
means, should give away his old dress to the poor. On 
wearing a new dress, a person should recite the following 
prayer: 
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Alhamdu lillah-il-ladhi kasdni md uwart biht ‘auratt 
wa atajammalu bihi fi hayati, 
Praise be to God Who clad me with that wherewith 1 
cover my shame, and wherewith I adorn myself in my life. 
Whosoever, reads the above prayer at the time of 
putting on a new dress, Allah will keep him under His care 
and proteotion in this life and in the life Hereinafter’!. 
. (Tirenidht) 
Take care to put on the dress with the right gide first. 
While putting on tho shirt, kurta, shervani or coat, wear 
the right sleeve first. Similarly while putting on a pyjama 
enter tho right foot first. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) while putting on the shirt 
used to wear the right sleeve first and then put the left 
arm into the left sleeve. Similarly, the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) used to put the - 
shoe on his right foot first and then wore the left shoe. 
On taking off his shoos, the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) first took off his left foot 
and then the right one. , 


. You must shake the garments before putting them on, 
lest there be deadly insect hidden in them which might 
cause you harm. Tho Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) was once wearing socks in a jungle. 
He put on a sook and was intending to put on the second 
one when a crow dived and carried off the sock. -The crow 
soared to a great height and dropped the sock on the 
ground.- The shock of landing threw out of the sock a 
snake which fell at some distance. On seeing this, the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
offered thanks to Allah and observed: “It is the duty of 


every Muslim that on intending to wear socks, he should 
shake them first”. (Tabarani) 
Wear white dress. White dress is ideal for men, expecially. 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) observed : ‘Wear white dress. It is the best. You 
ought to wear white cloth in life and bury your dead in a 
shroud. made of white cloth”. (Tirmidht) 

On another occasion, the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : ‘You should 
wear white clothes, for the white cloth stays cleaner and 
put your dead in white coffins”. 

The phrase ‘white cloth stays cleaner’ implies that 
white sloth shows off the slightest stain instantly, which 
@ person may clean immediately, If the cloth is dyed, the 
stains Will not be seen instantly. Hence a person will not 
pay immediate attention to wash & dyed garment, 

It is recorded in Sahih Bukhari that the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) used to wear 
white clothes. In other words, he (peace and blessings of* 
Allah be upon him) not only liked to put on white dress 
himself, but also enjoined upon the male members of his 
Ummah to wear white clothes. 

The length of your pyjama, lungi should fall above the 
ankles, The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him). holds such people as hopeless, the deprived ones 
and deserving of severe torment who out of pride and haug- 


. htiness let their pyjamas or lungis fall below their ankles. 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) has affirmed: ‘There are three types of people with 
whom God shail not speak on the Doomsday, nor look at 
them, nor will He admit them to Paradise after purifying 
them; rather God shall ordain a painful torment for them’”’. 
Wadrat Abu Dhar Ghifari (God be pleased with him) 
submitted : ‘‘O Apostle of Allah (peace and plessings of 
Allah be upon you) who are these deprived and unfortinate 
people ?”” The Holy Prophet (peace and plessings of Allah 


ue 
be upon him) observed : 


“Firstly, he who out of pride and haughtiness leta, his 
‘lower garments fall below his ankles. 


Secondly, the man who reminds others of the favours, 
he has done to them. 

And thirdly, the one who wishes to promote hia 
business by misrepresentation on oath”. (Muslim) 


Relating a personal anecdote, Hadrat ‘Ubsid ibn 
Khalid (God be pleased with him) says: “I wa once 
walking in the holy city of Medina when a voice said from 
behind: ‘Lift up your lower garment—by so doing a man not 
only guards himself from physical filth but also from the 
impurity of soul”, Looking over my sholuder, I’ saw the 
Apostle of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). 
I submitted : “O Apostle of Allah (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon you)! It is a simple sheet of cloth that I 
am wearing. How can it show haughtiness and pride ?” 
The Holy Porphet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) observed : ‘‘Is it not obligatory for you to follow my 
example 7” On hearing these words of the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), my eyes at 
once fell towards his lower garment and I saw that the 
length of his garment fell to the middle of his calf”. 


The Holy Prophet’s (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) observation that ‘by keeping the length of his pyjama 
or lower garment above the ankles the man is guarded against 
not only physical dirt but also impurity of soul, is highly 
significant. It implios that when the length of a garment 
falls below the ankles, it gathers filth from the ground and 
becomes dirty. Soiled clothes are always offensive to a 
person of neat and clean taste. Moreover, the habit of 
wearing garments whose length falls below thea nkles 
betrays arrogance and pride and.these two evils are 
symptoms of the impurity of soul. These considerations 
apart, the Qur’anic injunction ‘The life of the Prophet is 


Be 
the best example for you to follow’ should suffice for a 
pious believer. 

According to e tradition reported by Abii Dawud, the 
Holy Prophet (peaco and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
has given warning of terrible punishment for this offence, 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) observed : ‘The pious believer should wear the 
length of his ‘lower garment’ up to the middle of his calf ; 
there is no harm 9f the length falls to the ankles ; but any 
part of the length which falls below the ankles shall 
burn in the fire. And on the Doomsday, God shall not even 
look at’ the man who out of pride and arrogance wears an 
apparel whose length falls below his ankles’’. 

9. Do not wear silk. Garments of silk are befitting for 
females only. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) has strictly forbidden mento wear 
female dress or to put on effiminate airs. 

Hadrat ‘Umar (God be pleased with him) 
reports that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) observed : “Do not wear silk garments, 
for he who wears them in this world shall not wear them in 
the next’? (Bukhari, Muslim). The Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) once observed to 
Hadrat ‘Ali (God be pleased with him): 

“Cut this ailk cloth! into scarves and distribute them 
among these Fatimas?.”” (Muslim) 


1) This cloth had been sent as a gift from the ruler of Okaidar and 
Dooma. 
‘2) «Fatimahs’ refers to following three illustrious ladies = 
(i) Fatimsh Zehra (God be pleased with her), favourite daughter 
of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) and the wife of Hadrat ‘Ali (God he pleased with him). 
(ii) Fatimah bint Asad (God bo pleased with her) august mother 
of Hadrat Ali (God be pleased with him). 
(iii) Fatimeh (God be pleased with her) the daughter of Hadrat 
Hamza, the uncle of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him). 


This also shows that silk dress ig desirable for women. 
Tt was for this reason that the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) urged Hadrat ‘Ali (God 
be pleased with him) to cut the silk cloth into scarves for 
the ladies, otherwise the cloth could have been used for 
some other purpose. 


10. Women should not wear thin dress which should make 
their forms visible, nor should they put on a tightly fitting 
dress which might meke their figures prominent end 
alluring, In this way, they would be exposing their 
bodies, despite having worn garments. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) has warned 
such immodest women of dire punishment, 

“Women who are nude in spite of having garments on 
them who allure others and are allured by others shall 
be consigned to Hell. Their heads are awry like the 
humps of the Bakht (4) camels because of their coquet- 
tish posture. These women shall not enter Paradise, nor 
shall enjoy the sweet odour cf Paradise, although the 
Sweet odour of Paradise can be savoured from a long dis- 
tance off”, (Riyad-us-Salihin) 

On one occasion, Hadrat Asma’ (God be pleased with 
her) arrived in the presence of the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) wearing thin clothes. On 
seeing her, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) turned his face at once and observed : 

‘Asma’ when a woman comes of age it is not lawful 
for her to expose any part of her body except face and 
hands”, 

11. When wearing a Tehbund or pyjama do not lie down or sit 
in such a posture as to make prominent or lay bare any 
part of your body. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) has observed: “Do not walk with 
one shoe on. Do not squat with one knee raised while 
you are wearing a Tehbund. Do not eat with your left 


1, Apheet of oloth worn os a lowsr garment. 


13. 
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hand, Do not wrap up your whole body in a sheet in 
such a manner as to make it impossible for you to move 
your hands freely for performing your work or for offering 
prayers. Do not lie flat and put one leg over the other 
lest it should uncover your body. 


- Men and women should not adopt the same fashions in 


dress. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) affirmed: ‘Allah sends curses on those men 
who adopt feminine fashions and Allah curses such women 
who adopt @ masculine style”. . (Bukhari) 


Hadrat Abi Huraira (God be pleased with him) 
states: ‘The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) has pronounced a curse upon @ male who 
puts on female dress and has cursed a female who dresses 
herself in masculine fashion”. (4ba Dawid) 


Someone once mentioned to Hadret ‘A’isha (God be 
pleased with hor) that there was a certain woman who 
woro masculine shoes, whereupon Hadzat ‘A’isha (God be 
pleased with her) observed: “The Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah Le upon him) has Pronounced a curse 
upon such women who adopt masculine habits”, 

The women must cover themselves with a scarf and keep 
their head and bosom veiled. They should not wear 
scarf of such transparent stuff as to reveal their hair, The 


scarf is meant to veil the beauty of the person. God 
ordains in the Holy Qur’an : 


PV oth. 


Walyddribna bikhumurihinna ‘ald juysbihinna. (24: 31) 
“And draw their veils over their bosoms", 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah bo 


upon him) ynee reveived fine Ugyptian voil. He (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) cut out a piece and 


handing it to Wabya Kalbi (God ba pleased with him) 


4, 


observed: “Cuta piece and make a shirt for yourself 
and give the other piece to your wife to use as a scarf, but 
tell her to stitch another layer of cloth under it so that 
her form may not be exposed to view”, {Abi Dawid) 


Bearing this clear injunction of the Holy Book and 
Sunnah in mind, you should scrupulously follow the purport 
of Divine Command. Do not make a mockery of the 
Ordinance of Allsh and His Messenger (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) by wearing only a small strip of 
cloth around your neck, . 

, Hadrat ‘A’isha (God be pleased with her) states: 
“When this injunction was revealed, the women discarded 
thin garments. They cut their scarves out of coarse 
cloth”, (Abs Dawitd) 


Dress yourself in keeping with your means and status. 
Do not dress up to show off vanity and to display an 
attitude of haughtiness towards others or to make an 
indecent show of your affluence. On the other hand, your 
dress should not cost: more than your means permit, for 
thus you will be guilty of the sin of extravagance. Do 
not look shabby and orest-fallen so as to make an impros- 
sion of penury snd helplessness upon others, Do not 
make « show of destitution, despite having everything. 


Put on proper, suitable and neat garments in keeping with 


your means and position. Some people appear deatitute 
by wearing rags or patohed garments and consider it 
piety’ or virtue. Moreover, they view those who put 
on clean and nest dress as worldly-minded and irreligious. 
This conception of religion is wholly fallacious, Hadrat 
Abi ol-Hasan ‘Ali Shazli (God be pleased with him) was 


, once clad in very fine clothes. A destitute Safi took excep- 


tion to this elegant turn out of Hadrat Shazli (God be 
merciful to him) and remarked: ‘What need have the 
servants of God to put on such elegant dress?” Hadrat 
Shazli (God be merciful to him) answered: ‘Brother, I 


"have put on this elegant dress to express my gratitude 


and homage to the Grand snd Magnificent Allah, Your 
shabby appearance is a show of misery. You appear as 
if you were begging alms from the people’, In reality, 
virtue does not consist in wearing rags, patched garments 
or clothes of inferior quality, nor does it roquire wearing 
luxurious apparel, The ingredients of virtue are the pious 
intentions and right thinking of the man. The truth is 
that every man should adopt a moderate and balanced 
attitude in all matters in consonance with his means and 
position, Ho should not let his soul grow dull by putting 
on destitute airs, nor should he display vanity and pride 
-by wearing resplendent garments. 

Hadrat Abil Ahwas (God be merciful to him) reports a 
tradition from his father, “Once I went to the presence 
of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him). I was then clad in very ordinary and mean dress, 
Tho Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) asked me: “Do you possess wealth end means ?” 
Isubmitted: ‘Yes, Ido”, The Holy Prophot (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) then enquired: ‘What 
kind of goods do you possess?” I submitted: “Allah 
has blessed me with all kinds of goods, camels, cows, goats, 
horses besides slaves”. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah -be upon him) observed: ‘‘When Allah 
has blessed you with wealth and moans, your person should 
manifest His Bounty and Favour”, (Hishkat) 


The implication is that when God has conferred 
ample means to you, why do you put on the gerb of'a 
beggar and destitute person? This is an act of ingratitude 
to God, 


Hadrat Jabir reports: ‘Once the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) visited our house to 
see us. He (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
chanced to sce a man who was covered ail over with dust ; 
his‘hair was dishevelled. The Holy Prophet {peace and 
blessings of Alish be upon him) observed: “‘Doea thia 
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man possess no comb with which to set his hair?” The 
Holy: Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
then happened to see a man who was clad in a dirty dress. 
whereupon the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 


be upon him) observed: ‘Does this man not possess’ 
even that (soap etc.) with which to wash his clothes clean”. 
(Mishkat) 


Aman submitted to the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah Le upon him), ‘‘O Messenger of Allah 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon you} ! I like to havo 
fine clothes and L like to dress my hair with oil, and wear 
nice shoes.....- > In this manner, he named several niceties 
he was fond of and even montioned that he wished that 
his lash should also be of the best quality, The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) listened 
to his conversation and then observed: ‘‘All these things 
are desirable,and God viows this tine taste with favour”. 

(Mustadrak Hakim) 


Hadrat ‘Abdullah k. ‘Umar (God be ploased with him) 
states: ‘I submitted to the Holy Apostle of Allah: 
‘© Apostle of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
you)! Would I be guilty of vanity and haughtiness if [ 
wore fine and nice clothes 2? ho Holy Prophet (peace 
and. blessings of of Allah bo upon him) observed: ‘‘No, 
it is ologant to wear mico dross and elegance of dress 
pleases Allah”. (Ibn Majah) 

The following tradition has also been reported by 
Hadrat ‘Abdullah b. ‘Umar (God be pleased with him) : 
“the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) observed : Put on both garmonts when saying prayers 
(in other words, dress yourself in full suit). Man owes 
it to God more than to any onc elso that he should go 
into His presence in his best apparel and the neatest 
state”. (Mishkat) 


Hedrat ‘Abdullah b. Mas‘id (God be pleased with 
him) states: ‘The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
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Allah be upon him) observed: He who haga little bit of 
pride in his heart shall not enter Paradise”. A man sub- 
mitted: “Every man wishes that he should put on fine 
clothes and wear nice shoes”. The Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed: ‘‘God 
Himself is Graceful and elegance pleases Him. In other 


. Words, elegant dress does not connote haughtiness, 


Haughtiness consists in ignoring the rights of others and 
looking down upon others as mean and base”, (Muslim) 


Observe good taste and propriety in dress and make-up. 
It is improper and offensive to good taste to go about 
with shirt unbuttoned at the chest, to wear buttons with. 
out: proper arrangement, to roll up one leg of the trousers 
and keep the other down, to walk with one shoe on or to 
keep the hair dishevelled. 


One day, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) was seated in the mosque when a man 
with dishevelled hair and unkempt beard came into his 
presence. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) made @ gesture with his hand towards the 
man signifying that he should go and set the hair of his 
head and beard. The man went away and returnod having 
settled his hair in better shape. Whereupon the Holy 
Prophet (psaca and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
remarked: ‘‘Isn’t it better to look elegant and exquisite 
than to wear unkempt hair? A man with dishevelled 
hair wears the look of the dovil’’. (Mishkat) 

Hadrat Abi Huraira (God be pleased with him) 
states: ‘The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) observed: No one ‘should walk with one 
shoe on; either wear both shoes or take off both’. 

(Tirmidht) 

It is in the light of this tradition that the ‘Ulama have 
forbidden the wearing of only one sleeve or only one sock. 
Avoid wearing, red, gaudy or resplendent dress or showy 
black or yellow apparel. Red, | gaudy and resplendent 
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dress is suited only to women and even women should 
observe proper rules about wearing such dress. As regards 
assuming superior aits by donning flowing robes and yellow 
garments, for the sake of displaying one’s distinction, it 
isa sure sign of pride and haughtiness. Similarly, do 
not put on strange and funny clothes which may lend you 
an outlendish appearance and you may become an object of 
public ridicule. 


Always put on simple, dignified, civilized dress and spend 
moderately on your clothes, Avoid luxury and extrava- 
gant finesso in matters of dress. The Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) has observed : 


“Keep away from luxury, for the favourites of God 
are no lovers of ease and luxury”. _ (Mishkat) 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) also affirmed: ‘Allah will adorn that man 
with the dress of honour and nobility who, in spite of 
possessing means and power, observes simplicity in dress 
out of humility and obedience to God”. (Aba Dawtd) 


The illustrious companions (God be pleased with 
them) were one day sitting in company discussing worldly 
matters. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) remarked: “Simplicity of dress is one of the 
signs of Faith”. (Abé Diwtd) 

Once the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
‘be upon him) observed: ‘There are many a servant of 
God in the world whose outward appearance is humble; 
their hair is disheveled and ni end their dress is 
ordinary and simple, yet in the sight of God their stature 
is very high. Should they take oath on something, Allah 
fulfila their oath. Bra’ b. Malik (God be pleased with him) 
ia one among this type of people”. (Tirmidhi) 
Give clothes to the destitute by way of expressing thanks 
to the Lord for having conferred the bounty of dress on 
you. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
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upon him) has observed : «Whosoever gives clothes to & 
Muslim to cover his body, Allah shall clothe that man 


_ on the Day of Judgement in the green dross of Paradise”. 


(Aba Dawid) 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) also affirmed: “A Muslim who gives clothes 


to another Muslim shall be afforded protection and safety 
hy Allah as long as those clothos serve as @ covering for tho 
body of the beneficiary’’. (Tirmidhi) 
Give fine clothes according to your means to your servants 
and slaves who serve you day ard night. 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed: ‘The slaves, male and female, are 
your brothers and sisters. God has given them under 
your charge. Hence to whomsoever Allah has given power 
and control over some one, he should give him the same 
to eat as he eats himself and the same kind of dress to 
wear as he wears himself and he should nov give him work 
to do which is beyond his capacity, and should the slave 
be unable to cope with the load of work, the master should 


share his burden”. (Bukhari, Muslim) 


Etiquettes of 
Eating and Drinking 


. Wash your hands before taking your meals. It is in keeping 


with the rules of cleanliness and neatness that your mind 
should be satisfied about the cleanliness of your hands 
before starting the meal. 


. Say (fons! geasll dil ear) Bismilla hirrahhama nirrahim 


‘In the Name of Allah, the Most Beneficent ; the Most 
Merciful’, while starting the meal. Should you forget this, 
then say eps! 9 ws! ail @~! 88 soon as you realise the over- 
sight during the meal. Remember, the meal which is not 
consecrated by the Name of Allah is made lawfal by the 
devil for himself. 


. Bo not lean against anything when sitting down for a moal. 


Sit ina humble position with your knees raised or legs 
crossed or with one knee prostrate and tho other one raised. 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) used to sit for moals in this posture. 


. Always eat with your right hand. However, the left hand 


may be used simultanoously with the right hand, if needed. 


. Use three fingers while eating. If required, use -four 


fingers except the little finger. Do not put your fingers in 
the food up to their roots. 


. Do not take a big morsel, nor a small one. Put the second 


morsel into your mouth only after swallowing the firat one. 


. Do not wipe your fingers with bread. This is a filthy habit. 


Avoid brushing off the loaves and refrain from knocking 
them about also. 
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Eat out of the plate from the edge which is nearest to you. 
Do not put your hand in the middle of the plate nor extend 
your hand to eat from that edge of tho plate which is 
nearer to other diners. 

If the morsel drops from your hands pick it up and eat it 
after cleaning or washing it. 

Eat in company. Dining in company promotes cordiality 
and love and is a source of blessing. 


. Do not find fault with the food. Leave it if you don’t 


like it. 
Do not eat while the food is piping hot or simmering. 


Avoid breaking into guffaws or indulging in ton much 
conversation during dinner. 


. Do not sniff the food needlessly, It isa bad habit. Do 


not often open your mouth so wide during dinner that the 


other people may see the food you are munching between 


your teeth, nor should you pick your teeth repeatedly in 
the course of eating. The other diners will find this habit 
disguating. 

Sit down to eat and sit down also while taking a drink of 
water, However, if needed, you may eat fruit or drink 
water while standing. 


If some soup is left over in the plate, drink it ; otherwise 


clear the sediments from the plate with a finger and lick 
the finger. 


Do not blow on the articles of food. The breath that we 
exhale is polluted and poisonous. 

Take three breathing- pauses while drinking water. By 
this method you can drink according to your need and 
get full satisfaction. Beware, drinking all the water there 
is in the container in one breath may be harmful. 

While eating in company pay due regard to the needs of 
the slow diners as well as those who eat at a rapid pace 
and rise only when ql] others have stopped eating. 
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When you have finished eating, lick your fingers and then 


-wash your hands. 


Do not pick up two pieces or slices at once while eating 
fruit. 


Do not drink water from the spout of a water pot or a 
goblet etc. Drink from such a container that you may 
clearly see the water that you are pouring into your mouth 
in order that no filth or harmful substance goes into your 
stomach. : 
Say this prayer at the end of the meal : 
-e ose oe - wore © 2 Dente 

+ Galea! vo the 7) 5 Oley Genk! gal at Loott 
Alhamdu lillahil-ladhi at‘amand wa sagand wa ja‘aland 
min-al-Muslimin. 

“Praise be to God Who fed us and gave us drink and 
made us Muslims”. 
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Etiquettes of 
going to bed and 
getting up 


When the dusk falls call your children inside and do not 
permit them to play outside the home. It is safe not to 
let the children go out at night except in the of an urgent” 
need. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has observed : 

“When the night falls stop your children at home, for 
at this hour evil spirits stalk the earth. However, alter an 
hour has passed you may permit the children to move out”’, 


‘At the hour of nightfall, say the following prayer. The 


Holy Apostle (peace ‘ and blessings of Allah bo upon him) 
used to instruct his Companions (God be pleased with them) 
to say the same. 


dese oo ote ew nOete FI e 


Sieh eh 9 AE dle 9 Carel ade 5 a ll 


Allahumma bika amsaind wa bika asbahnd wa bike nahya 
wa bika namutu wa ilaikan-nushiir. (Tirmidhi) 

“O God ! with Thy help do we enter upon the morning 
and with Thy help do we enter upon the evening. With 
Thy help do we live and with Thy help do we die. And 
unto Thee shall be the Resurrection”. 


At the hour of the call for Maghrib (evening) preyer, say 
47 


this prayer : . 


PF neon 21 fsbo 


bubs Slyel I ous ay FSG Ns gl 


jlo gl c Ghee. Sabb 
Allahumma hadha igbalu lailika wa idbaru naharika wa 
aewatu du‘atika faghfirlt. (Tirmizi, Abu-Daud) 


“God, this isthe hour of the approach of Thy night 
and the departure of Thy day and this is the time of Thy 
Mu’addbin’s call. Hence grant me salvation”. ~ 


. Do not go to bed-before saying ‘Asha prayers. Often the 
‘Asha prayer may be missed if you take a nap before, prayer 
for who knows God will return life to man after ,this sleep 
(akin to death) or God forfeits his life for ever while he 
slumbers in death-like sleep. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) did not like to sleep in a 
house which was not lit up at night. 


. Soon after the fall of night, light up your homes, The 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
abstained from sleeping in a house which was not lit up at 
night. 

. Do not keep awake till late hours in the night. Adopt the 
habit of going to bed early at night and rising early at 
dawn, The Holy Apostle (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed in this regard: “After the time of 
‘Asha prayers, you may either keep awake for the purpose 
of remembering God or to talk over necessary matters with 
the members of household’. 


. ‘Abstain from keeping awake at night and making up for 
sleop during the day. God has appointed the night a time 
for peace and rest. He has made the day a time for keep- 
ing awake and a time for lebour to earn one’s living. 
Surah al-Furgan (47) affirms : 
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Wa huwalladht ja‘ala lakumul laila libasan wannauma 
subaten-wa ja'alannahara nushura. 


“And He it is Who created. night a covering for you 
and sleep for repose and made the day (a time for) waking 
up”, 

And Surah-An-Naba affirms : 


en tee Ce ed eee Fw ed Ode eee oe 


ell Ue 9 Lol Ul Ula y Chew pay d the 


foe 
«aly 

Wa ja‘alnd naumakum subatan wa ja‘alnal laila libasan 

waja'aln-annahara ma‘asha. 

‘And We made your sleep for repose and We made the 
night @ covering and We appointed the day for livelihood”. 
And in Surah al-Namal (86) God says : 

ee ee ee Se - 

is ‘nase sells « as BIER a the ue oe el 
ete ek ove lee 
+ Os a Ly Pou é 
ae - - 
Alam yarau anni ja‘alnallaila liyaskuné fihi wannahara 
mubsiran inna fi dhalika ladyatil ligqaumiyyuminiin. ~ 

“Have they not observed how We have made the 
night that they may rest therein and the day bright (so 
that they may strive during its course). No doubt, there 
are signs in it for a people who believe’’. 

The implication of making the night dark so as to serve as 
a time of peace and rest and making the day bright ao that 


man may labour and strive is that one should keep 4 strict 
schedule of sleeping at night and working hard for earning 
one’s livelihood during the dey. In the light of day devote 
yourself energetically to work and make strenuous efforts 
to earn your living till your faculties and limbs begin to 
feel tired. Then in the night when an atmosphere of peace 
and privacy reigns, repose in bed in a calm and comfortable ° 
state. As soon as-dawn breaks, arise and invoking the 
blessings of God enter the field of practical endeavour with 
renewed vigour. People who due to indolence and lethargy 
drone in day time or keep awake throughout night enjoying 
sensuous. pleasures and making merry are guilty of 
violating the law of nature. They ruin their health and 
undermine their lives., Those who sleep long during tho 
hours of the day not only neglect their daily work but also 
deprive their body and soul of necessary repose and calm ; 
for sleep during the day cannot serve as an alternative for 
repose at night in providing rest and nourishment. The 
Apostle of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
evon disapproved of the idea that « man should remain 
awake ail night for offering worship to God and thus suffer 
an unbearable trial. 
The Apostle of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) once said to Hadrat ‘Abdullah b, ‘Amir (God be 
pleased with him): “Is it true what I have heard that 
you regularly keep fast during the day and pass all night 
in offering prayers ?” Hadrat ‘Abdullah (God be pleased 
with him) submitted : “I confess this true”. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and. blessings of Allah be upon him): 
observed : “Noa, don’t go on like that. Keep fast some- 
times and eat and drink at other times. Similarly get 
some sleep and then rise and say prayers. You owe a duty 
to your eye”. (Bukhari) 
. Do not sleep on a very soft bed. The true believers should 
forbear love of ease, indolence and luxurious living in the 
world, Lifo is a Jihad (struggle) for the true believers. .The 
true believers should, therefore, follow an energetic, stren- 
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uous and a hardworking pattern of life. Hadrat ‘A’isha (God 
be pleased with her) related : The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) slopt on a bed made of a 
hide-skin filled with the bark of a palm tree”. 

(Shama’il Tirmidhi) 

Someone asked Hadrat Hafsa (God be pleased with 
her) : 

“What kind of a bed did you make forthe Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) in your 
house {” She replied: “There was a canvas cloth which 
we used to fold up and spread under the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). One day, I 
thought that if I folded the cloth into four layers it would 
make a rather soft bed. So I folded up the canvas into 
four layers and spread it for the Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) to sleep on. Next morning 
the Apostle (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
enquired ; ‘What was it that you spread beneath me last 
night ?” I submitted : “It was the same canvas cloth. 
However, I had folded it up into four layers to make a 
softer bed”. The Holy Prophet (poace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) observed : “No, keep it folded in two 
layers. ‘he softness of the bed proved a hindorance in 
rising up for midnight prayers last night’. 

(Shama’ tl Virmidhi) 

Hadrat ‘A’isha (God be pleased with her) reports : 
“One day a lady from the Ansar visited our house and saw 
tho bed of tho Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him). Sho returned home and prepared a bedding 
and heavily padded it with wool to make it extra soft. She 
sent it as a gift for the Holy Apostle (peace and blessings. 
of Allah be upon him). - When the Holy Apostle (peace and 
blessings of Ailah be upon him) returned home, he saw the 
bedding and enquired : “‘What is it 2” Isubmitted: “O 
Propet of God (peace and blessings of Aliah be upon him), 
so and go ledy from che Ansar came and saw your bed. 
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She went back and has sent.this bedding as 4 gift for you”. 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) ssid: “No, return it to her”. I liked that bedding 
so much that I did not really want to return but the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) insiated 
so hard that I had to send it back to the lady”. 
(Shama’il Tirmidhs) 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) was one day sleeping on a mat. Because of this, the 
mat impressed some marks on his august body. Hadrat 
‘Abdullah b. Mas‘iid (God be pleased with him) relates : 
“On seeing the marks of mat on his body I broke into 
tears”. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upoa him) looked at me and enquired : “Why do you 
weep 1” I submitted: “O Prophet of God (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon you)! The Emperors of Rome 
and Persia rest on silk and velvet cushions and you go to 
sleep on such a rough mat”. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) observed: “There is no 


point for weeping in it. They love the world and we orave 
for the Hereafter’. 


On one occasion, the Holy Prophet (peace and hlessings 
of Alleah be upon him) obsegved: ‘How can I lead a 
luxurious, easy and carefree life while the angel Ierafil 
with a trumpet to his lips, with ears open, head bowed, 
atands waiting for the Lord’s Command to blow. the 
trumpet to usher in the Day of Doom’”’. (Tirmidhi) 


The precedent of the Holy Prophet (peace and bless- 
inga of Allah be upon him) requires the true believers to 
lead a strenuous life in the world and to abstain from 
luxurious, carefree living. 


. Perform ablutions before going to bed and sleep ina clean 
and pure state. If your hands are greasy with fat, wash 
them well before going to bed. The Holy Prophet (peace 
arid blessings of Allah be upon him) has said : “The person 
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whose hands ate greased-with fat and goes to sleep without 
washing his hands had only himself to blame if he 
comes to harm (if he is bitten hy somo insect)”. 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) used to perform ablution before going to sleep. 
On occasions when he wanted to, sleep while in a state 
when a bath is obligatory, then he used to wash the 
unelean part and go to bed after performing ablutions. 


When going to bed, close the doora of your house, 
extinguish the wick lamp or lantern, and put out the burn- 
ing fire, Once fire broke out inthe home of a person in 
Medinah at night. On that occasion, the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) enjoined upon 
the peoplo: ‘Fire is your enemy. Be careful to put it 
out before going to bed”. 


The Apostle of God (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) further observed : “Do not permit your little 
children to go out at the hour of evening, for at that hour 
evil spirits stalk the earth. When an hour or soof the night . 
has passed, let them go out if need be. Close your doors 
at night reciting 4)! ee (Bismillah) the name of God and 
extinguish the light after reciting al et (Bismillah) God’s 
name, and tie the mouth of the waterskin with the recital 
of ail ent (Bismillah) God's name and again recite aS genet 
(Bismillah) the name of God and cover. the vessels in which 
you eat and drink. If there is no cloth cover available 
for this purpose, cover the pots and pans with something 
else. 

Take care to keep the following things within reach of 
your bed_at the time of going to sleep. Drinking water and 
a glass, a Jug, & stick, a box of matches or torch for 
lighting purposes, & miswak (twig for cleaning the teeth), 
a towel ete. If you are staying as & guest in a home, ask 
the host for directions to toilet rooms ete. You may thus 
gave unnecessary inconvenience if a sudden need arises 


during the night. Seven things were always kept ready 
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near the bed when the Holy Prophet {peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) was in repose: (1) A bottle of oil. 
{2) Acomb, (3) Collyrinm container. (4) Scisxors, (5) A 
Twig for cleaning the teeth. (6) @ Mirror. (7) And a 
‘small wooden needle used for scratching the head etc. 


. Keep your shoes and clothes near at hand while going to 


bed. This will save you the trouble of looking for them on 
arising. Do not put on shoes at once after leaving the bed. 
Similarly, do not put on clothes without shaking them 
briskly. It is possible that some deadly insect may have 
crept into your shoes or clothes and, God forbid, may 
cause you harm. 


Clean and give a brisk shake to your bed covers before 
lying down for sleep. If you get up from aleep to answer & 
need and return to bed, shake the bed covers once again. 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) observed : ‘When a person leaves the bed at night 
and returns to it again, he should dust it thrice with the 
edge of his wrapping cloth, for he does not know what 
creature may have crept on to the bed in his absence’. 
(Tirmidht) 
Say the following prayer, when you get into bed, The 
Prophet’s (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
close attendant, Hadrat Anes (God be pleased with him) 
reports that on going to bed, the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) used to offer the following 
prayer : 
wow nt oor e o F 4 Seoen 
ove 3 5 busy tie 5 tab! as a aod l 


a a ses 


asi pls . cps Vy ae 9 


Alhamdu lillahil-ladhi at‘amand wa saginad wa kafand 
twa dawana fa kam mimman lakafta lohu wa 14 mu aot. 
(Pirmidh) 
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Praise be to God Who gave ts food and drink, 
provided us sufficiently, and gave us (& place for) shelter t 
How many there are who have neither s provider nar 
ahelterer’’. 


Recite.some portion of the Holy Qur'an at the time of 
going to bed. Tho Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) invariably used to recite a portion of 
the Holy Qur'an before going to sleep. The Apostle of God 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) haa observed : 
“God sends an angel to a man who recites & portion of the 
Book of Allah on going to sleep to protect him from ail 
harm till the time of his rising’. . (Ahmad) 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has further observed : ‘When a man lies down 
on the bed, an angel and the devil call on him. The angel 
says to him : “Close thy deeds of the day witha virtuous 
act”. And the devil says: ‘Close thy deeds of the day 
with an evil act”. If that man then recites the name of 
God before going to sleep, the angel stands guard over him 
all night”. 

Hadrat ‘A’isha (God be pleased with her) has reported : 
“When the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) went to bed, he used to join his hands in the 
style of prayer and having recited the Surahs cgi « oka 
url used to breathe upon his hands and then starting from 
his head, face and the front he passed his hand over his 
body as far as it could go. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) repeated this act three 
times”. (Tirmidhs) 
While going to sleep adopt the following posture : Put your 
right hand under the right cheek and turn on the right 
side of the body before falling asleep. Hadrat Bra, (God 
be pleased with him) relates: “The Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) used to rest in this” 
posture that his right hand lay under his right cheek. 
At the moment of taking repose the Apostle (peace and 
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blessings of Allah be upon him) used to say the following 
prayer ; 


ee oe 2 


Sele ca tad chide, gd 3 


Rabbi gini ‘adhabaka yauma tab‘athu ‘ibadaka. 


“0 God! Save me from Thy doom on the day Thou 
wilt raise Thy. bondmen”. 


Hisn Hasin records that the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) used to. recite this 
prayer three times. | 


Do not Jie down on your belly nor take a turn on the left 
side of your body. when going to sleep. The father of 
Hadrat Mu‘ish Tafkhat al-Ghifari (God be pleased with 
him) relates: “Iwas lyingon my belly in the mosque. 
Presently a person startled me with a touch of his foot and 
observed : ‘God disapproves of this posture of lying 
down.” When I looked up I saw the person of the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)’. 

(Abit Dawid) 
Sleep in # place where fresh air is accessible. Do not sleep 
in closed rooms where there is no opening for letting in 
fresh air. 


Do not keep your face covered when asleep. This habit 
is harmful to health. Sleep with your face uncovered so 
that you may inhale fresh air. 


Take care not to sleep on roofs which are not surrounded 
with a ridge of the wall or railing. Put on light before 
stepping down the stairs as 2 little oversight often causes 
grave consequences, 


Even in the freezing cold, do not keep the stove burning 
while you are asleep, nor keep the lantern on in a closed 
room, The gases produced by fire are deeply injurious to 
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health ; sometimes they may even prove fatal and cause 
death, 


Say the following prayer before falling asleep. Hadrat 
Abii Huraira (God ‘be pleased with him) has reported: 
“The Apostle of God (peace and bleasings of Allah be upon 
him) used to say this prayer before going to sleep : 
en a ee 


VON 5) yy (pete Cn Gy aay 


Sadao oOo de entree weet oe Oe 


wy Bis ley Ya GEL OI Ge Guts 


tplne «satan ola Bile 


Bi.semika Rabbt wada‘tu jandt wa bika arfa‘uhu in 
amsakta nafst farhamha wa in arealtahd fahfazha bima 
tahfazu biht ‘ibadakas-sdlihin, (Bukhari, Mualim) 


“In Thy name, my Lord! I lay my side (on the bed) 
and in Thy name I raise it. If Thou withhold my soul, then 
have mercy thereon. If Thou send it back, then guard 
it even as Thou doest guard Thy righteous bondmien”. 


In case memory does not retain this prayer, here is a 
brief prayer : 


tee we SOSe we © Bho 


tiple 6 Gb. Gols Syl del poll 


Allahumma bismika amutu wa ahyd. (Bukhari, Muslim) 
“O-God !. In Thy name do I live and die”, 


Form the habit of waking up in the small hours of the 
night. It is essential to rise in the last quarter of the night 
and. remember God to master your desires and physical 
demands and to establish communion with God. ‘The 
distinctive trait of the favourites of God, as God has 
Himself affirmed, is that they wake up in the night and 
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bow in humility to God and make prostrations and seck 
His forgiveness for their sins. it was the custom of the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings ot Allah be upon him) to 
repose in the early part of the night and to get up in the 
small hours and engage himself in devotion to God. 


Say this prayer on arising from sleep : 


Pest oe 6 ae ee - ee coer oe 5 1 se ate 
eg glladd g WU Lae Gholi db anal 


Olea ¢ Gober 
Alhamdu lillahil-ladhi ahyana ha'da ma amatand wa | 
tlathin-nushir (Bukhari, Muslim) 


“Praise be to God Who restored us unto life, having 
caused us to die and unto Him shall be tho Resurrection’. 


Offer thanks to the Lord on seeing a happy dream and 
take it as a good omen in your favour. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : 
“Prophethood now bears glad tidings and nothing 


‘besides’. The people enquired : “What do tho glad tidings 


signify ?” The Apostle of God (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) observed: “A happy dream”, 
(Bukhari), The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) further remarked : “Whoever is the more 
truthful among ye will see a more truthful dream’. The 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
instructed the people, “Offer thanks to the Lord and 
praise Him whenever you see a happy dream. And 
relate your happy dreams and relate them to your friends 
only”. Whenever the Hely Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) saw a happy dream, he related 
it to his companions (God be pleased with them) and he 
used to say to his friends (God be pleased with them) : 
“Recount your dreams to me and I shall tell you th’ 
interpretation”. (Bul * oy 


26. Invoke blessings frequently upon the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him). Perchance God may 
hless you with a vision of His Apostle (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him). 


Hadrat Maulana Muhammad ‘Ali Mongiri (may God 
show him mercy) once asked Hadrat Fazal Rahman Ganj 
Muradabadi (may God show him mercy), ‘Teach me some, 
special Darad (prayer of Benediction) by which I may win 
the favour of being blessed with the vision of the Hely 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)”. 
Hadrat Fazal Rahman Ganj Muradabedi replied: ‘Thore 
is no special prayer of Benediction, You need to cultivate 
deep devotion only”. Later after some deliberation he 
observed : ‘However, with the following Benediction 
Hadrat Syed Hassan (may God show him mercy) won his 
object : 


WF 0See Hd we Sed te we Fhe 


1 GTS sik ae 5 ee Le pal 
ete 
Allahumma salli ‘ala Muhammadin wa ‘itratiht bi‘adadi 
kulli ma‘limin laka. . . 

“Godt shower Thy Grace upon Muhammad and his 
family to the ultimate extent of numbera which are in Thy 
Knowledge”. 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) observed : ‘‘He who sees my vision in dream actually 
aees me, for the devil cannot appear in my form’’. 

~ (Shama'il Tirmidht) 


Hadrat Yavid Farsi (may God show him mercy) 
used to- calligraph the Holy Qur’an. Once he was 
pleseed with the vision of the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) in » dream. Hadrat Ibn 
‘Abbas (God be pleased with him) was alive at that time. 
Hadrat Yazid (may God show him mercy) mentioned his 
dream to him. Thereupon Hadrat Ibn‘ Abbas (God be pleas. 
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ed with him) related this tradition to him, ‘Whoever sees 
my vision in a dream actually sees me, for the devil can 
never appear in my form”. Then ‘Abbas (God be pleased 
with him) asked Yazid (may God show him mercy) : . ‘Can 
you describe the appearance of the person you saw in your 
dream ?” Hadrat Yazid (may God show him mercy) 
recounted : ‘‘His frame and height were of fine proportions. 
He had a brown complexion inclined towards fairness, He 
had dark eyes and a smiling, handsome, round face. He 
had a thick beard covering his whole visage and flowing 
down to and spreading over his bosom”. Hadrat Ibn 
‘Abbas (God be ploased with him) affirmed: -‘Yes, if you 
had seen: the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) in his life you could not have given a better 
description of him” (i.e. The description given by you 
resembles the actual appearance of the Apostle (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him)”. (Shama’il Tirmidhi) 


When, God forbid, you see an unhappy or terrifying dream, 
never relate it toany one. Beseech God to protect you 
from the menace of the dream, If it pleases God, you 
shall remain free from the evil of the dream. Hadrat Abu 
Salama (God be pleased with him) relates: ‘‘I often used 
to fall ill on seeing unhappy dreams, One day, I described 
my complaint to Hadrat Abu Qatada (God be pleased with 
him) who related to me the following tradition of the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him): “A 
happy dream is @ blessing from God.. If any of you sees a 
happy dream, he should not relate it to any one besides his 
sincere friend. If any of you sees a bad dream, he should 
not mention it to any one. On the other hand, as soon as 
he wakes from sloep he should recite Ole! ie ah Syel 
peel! {A‘audhu billahi minashshaitd nirrajim three times 
and breathe a ‘tut-tut’ towards his left side and then take a 
turn over to the other side. In this manner, he will remain 
safe from the menace of the dream”. ‘ 
(Riyad-us-Salehin, Muslim) 


27. 
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Do not relate false dreams conceived by your own imagina- 
tion, Hadrat ‘Abdullah b. ‘Abbas (God be pleased with 
him) states that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) observed: ‘‘The person who relates’ 
concocted dreams which he has not seen shall be awarded 
@ punishment to bind two grains of barley in a knot and he 


- will never be able to do it”. (Muslim) 


And the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed: “It isa groat calumoy that a man 
should relate what he has not seen with his own eyes”. 

(Bukhari) 


When a friend relates his dream to you, give him a favour- 
able intorpretation and say a prayer to invoke the blessings, 
the blessing of God upon him. A man once related his 
dream to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him), He observed: ‘‘You have seen a good 
dream and it shall have a happy outcome”. 


After the dawn prayers the Holy Prophot (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) used to sit crosa-legged 
and asked tho people to relate to him if anyone had seen a 
dream and before listening to anyone’s dream, the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah’be upon him) used to 
observe this saying : . 


ents to be eo E Bee  d Sao Fo 0 SB oe He 
Ulael fe Vy LS Lt y lig Ley old Ie 
chee oe 4g deen 
+ cell wy ab deadly 
Khairan ialaqqahu wa sharran tawaggahu wa khairan 
land wa sharran ‘ald G‘da‘ina walhamdu Lillahi rabbit. 
‘Glamin, y ss 
“May the goodness of this dream be béstowed on you 
and may you be protected from’ its menace. May this 
dream prove favourable to us and may it bring curse 
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tipon otr enemies. Praise and thanksgiving is due to God 
alone Who is the Lord of all worlds”. 
If a dream strikes feelings of terror into you or an 
awkward dream perplexes you, you should recite the 
following prayer tq got rid of fear or perplexity and ask 
your grown-up children also to learn it by heart, 

Hadrat ‘Abdullah b, ‘Amr b. al ‘As (God be pleased 
with him) related that whenever a person saw a terrible or 
awkward dream, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) in order to resolve his perplexity used 
to instruct him to say the following prayer : 


One wn @ Vos, 
wle jail yk 5 tt di OR, Si 
ae os ees iin “st ig oo aites 


apa OF ccblsh Oia wes 
agda i ¢ agloyts 


A‘udhu bikalimatillahittaammati min ghadabihi wa 
igabiht. wa sharri ‘ibadiht wa min hamazatishshayatini 
wa anyahduriin, 


“I seek the protection of the perfect words of God 
against His wrath and anger and punishment, against the 
evil-doings of His crcatures, against the foars of evil 
spirits and against the possibility that these evil spirits 
or their fears should assail me”. 


Etiquettes 
of Walking 


. Walk on a medium pace in the way. Do not rush to 
hecome, an object of ridicule for the onlookers, nor drag 
your feet so wearily that people might think you are ill 
and start making anxious enquiries after your health. The 
Holy Prophet (peaco and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
used to take long steps when walking and placed his feet 
firmly on the ground ; he never dragged hia feet in the 
course of walking. : 

. Walk with poise and dignity with eyes cast down. Do 
not continue to look sideways at everything slong the path. 
It iq childish and improper. Tho Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) used to walk with his holy 
self inclined forward as if he were descending a slope. He 
(poace and blessings of Allah be upon him) used to move 
with dignity at a rather quick pace and kept an alert but 
self-possessed posture of body. He (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) never looked sideways, right or left, on 
the road. 

. Walk “humbly with even steps. Do not walk arrogantly 
and proudly. You can’t split the earth with a kick nor 

‘are you going to scale the heights of mountains. What is 
the reason, ‘then, for striking arrogant and haughty 
postures in walking ? 6 

. Walk with shoes on. Do not walk bare foot. Shoes 
protect the feet from injury by thorns, pebbles or other 
harmful bits and pieces lying on the way, as well as from 
the bites of deadly insects. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : ‘Keep your 
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shoes on most of the time. A person who keeps his shoss 
on is 4 kind of rider”. 


Be mindful of good taste, propriety and dignity when 
walking along the road. Walk with both shoes on, or with 
poth feet bare, It is ridiculous to walk with a shoe on one 
foot and the other foot bare. Observe utmost care not to 
display such bad taste or improper behaviour unless it is 
absolutely necessary. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : “No one should 
walk with one shoe on. Walk with both shoes on or with 
both feet bare”. (Shama’il Tirmidht) 


Koep the ends of your dress folded in the course of walking 
to avoid the danger of ontanglements, The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) during walks 
used to roll up his attire a bit. 


Walk shoulder to shoulder with your companions without 
observing any formalities. Do not walk ahead of your 
companions to show off your higher rank. Sometimes walk 
hand in hand with your fellows in a spirit of close friendship. 
Tho Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
never displayed his distinguished rank whilp walking with 
his companions (God be pleased with them). Often the 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) would 
walk behind his companions (God be pleased with them) 
and sometimes took the hand of a companion into his own 
sacred hand as & mark of intimate companionship, 


Strictly observe the following etiquettes while walking 
along the road. Do not stop or sit on the way with the 
object of staring st the passers-by. If on occasions you 
must stop or sit on the way, you should follow the following 
six rules : ‘ . 

(1) Keep your eyes downcast. 

(2) Remove harmful bits and pieces out of the way. 


(3) Respond to the ‘salam’ of otXers. 
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(4) Persuade the people to do good and prevent them from 
doing evil. 


(5) Show the way to travellers who have lost direction, 


, (6) Help those who are in trouble or are facing hardship, 


lo. 
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. In the course of a journey, seek. the companionship of 


the good and avoid the chance of travelling with tho 
wicked. 


Men and women should not walk in a mixed company on 
the road. The women should-avoid the middle path and 
walk along the edge of the road. The men should walk 
apart from the women. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) affirmed: “Collision with 
@ mud- stained swine drenched in stinking slush is tolerable, 
yet it is inadmissible that a stranger should rub shoulders 
with a female’. . 

Whenever righteous women have to pass along the road out 
of any need or necessity, they should: wrap their bodies, 
gatments and all pieces of physical adornment carefully 
with a ‘burqa’ or a sheot and cover their faces with a veil. ~ 


Do not wear a piece of ornament which gives out a tinkling 
sound while you walk, or otherwise, walk with soft and 
even steps so that the tinkle of your ornaments may not 
invite the attention of tise unrelated to you. 


Women should not use strong perfumes if they intend to 
gooutontheroad. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) has disapproved of auch women 
in strong terms. : 
When you emerge from your home, look up to the sky and 
say the following prayer : 


BS eee Fes, we Ese oe Pee 


i dl Maa a eee a de cy al ens 


ek eo i a ee a oe 


Mpa lids gb lis gl feat gh fas OF y Jj Gl, 


1b. 
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ee 2 eee ee oe 


tax) Lave = he eee ot ees ol 


Bismillahi tawakkaltu ‘alallahi Allahumma inni a‘udhu 
bika min an-nazilla au nuzalla wa an-nadilla au-nudalla 
au nazlima au yuzlama ‘alaind aw najhala au yujhala 
‘alaind, 

“In the name of God, I rely upon God. O God 
Behold wo seek refuge in Thee lest we slip, or go astray or 
wrong or be wronged, or act foolishly or eny one should 
act foolishly with-us”. 


On going to the bazar, say this prayer : 


pene fete 2 Sete 0 Babe 

CE 5 pat ote 2S SE Gi a a 
eB eke Oe Bie 8 te we oe ae 
hy Spek SN eal YS le py ye oy eh del 5 
ae - wwe ee ee ed 


«Gy Lite 6 gl irl Lie ly Geel ol 
Biamillahi Allahumma inni as ’aluke khaira hadhihis- 
siigi wa khaira ma fiha wa a'udhu bika min sharriha wa 
sharri ma fiha. Allahumma inni a‘udhu bika an usiba 
biha yaminan fajiratan au safagatan khisiratan. 

“In the name of God. O God! Behold I ask of Thee 
good of this market and the good of that which is therein 
and I seek refuge in Thee from the evil thereof and the evil 
of that which is therein. O God ! Behold I seek refuge in 
Thee lest I take a false oath or strike a bargain herein 
incurring loss’’. 

Hadrat ‘Umar b. Khattab (God be pleased with him) 
stated that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) had observed: “The man. who says thia 
prayer on entering the bazar, God adds ten lakh virtues to 
his account and forgives his ten lakh sina: and raises his 
merits by ten lakh degreos : 
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eeee Jew 9038 Bo foe oe ew 2 foe a” s 
endl aly allel bad eb} F edey ai YI 1 


SF 08% ery Sea 
Ce gh 9 poll odes San Ve wc 


We od ow eee 


en ere) 


usdasn aed tt Js 


La ilaha illallahu wahdaha 1a shartka lghu lahul-muliu 
wa lahul- hamdu yuhyt wa yumitu wa huwa hayyun la 
yamiutu biyadihil-khairu wa huwa ‘ald kulli shat’in 
qadir, 

“There is no deity save God. He. is alone, No 
partner hath He. His is the Sovereignty and His is the 
praise. He giveth life and He giveth death. He is the 
Ever Living that never dieth. In His hand js all the good 
_ He hath power to do all things”, (Tirmidhi) 

¢ 
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_ Etiquettes of 
Travelling 


You should set out on a journey at 4 suitable hour so that 
the journoy may be completed in the shortest possible 
time and hours of prayers may also be properly observed, 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) generally held Thursday to be a propitious day to 
start on a journey himself or for sending someone else on & 
journey. 

Do not go on @ journey alone. If possible, travel ina 
company of three persons. This ensures proper care of 
baggage and needs are easily met by mutual co-operation. 
Companionship during & journey also ensures safety from 
severa! dangers and mishaps. The Holy Prophet (peace 
atid blessings of Allah be upon him) once observed: “If 


- the disadvantages of travelling alone that I am aware of 
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‘are made known to the people, no rider would go on® 


journey alone during the night”. (Bukhari). On one 
cocasion, a men having made a long journey’ came to the 
presence of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him). The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) enquired from the traveller, ‘Who is thy 
companion $” The traveller submitted : “O Prophet of 
God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon you) Ihave no 
companion. T have come alone’. Thereupon the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) observ- 
ed: “A lonerider is a devil ; two riders are devils too; 
but three riders are riders all right ee {Tirmidht) 


A woman must go on a journey in the company of her 


spouse or lawful kith and kin. In the case of ordinary 


travelling for s day or half, she may go alone, but it is 
always [discreet for a woman not to move out alone. The 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
fing observed : ‘It is not permissible for a woman who 
believes in God and the Day.of Judgement to go on @ 
journey lasting for three or more days alone”. She may, 
however, undertake such a long journey if she is accom- 
panied by her father, brother, husband, her own son or 
any other lawful kith or kin”. (Bukhari). The Holy 
Prophet (peace. and blessings of Allah be upon him) is 
reported to have remarked on one occasion: “(A woman 
should not go alone even on & journey of one day and one 
night”. (Bukhari, Muslim) 


4. On leaving for a journey when you get on to the vehicle of 
transport and it begins to move, say this prayer : 


oO OS bo TS oe oe wee Bo GC oped 


HLS Sede FU US A ie a ce 


cae o fee Oa Sete F EBbe ot Sd otSe ote 


Ay oa Gide SES Uh tll. Slit by 


et bere tee Oe BIbe 1 Oe wnt ow 


Kahl fin Le Ose all Ga Gol 9 


mote o ote CIho Fo8. 

pu J si Hat i cota Cai glitean 
tee - Fete oe Be 

‘ ae uss yi vies ao al Sgel- J pel 


wy oes pare oy Jia d Lai ry 


see ote ow 


tsde gc oflagl c plan. tallest i556 


Subhan-al-ladht sakhkhara lana hadha wa ma kunna lahu 
« mugrinina wa innd tla rabbind lamungalibin.  Alla- 


” 


Aumma innd nas'aluka ft safarina hadhal-birva wat- 
taqwa wa min-al-‘amali ma tarda. Allahumma hawwin 
‘alaina safarand hadha watwi ‘anna bo'dahu, Alla- 
humma antas-sahibu Sis-safari wal-khalifatu fil-ahli, 
Allahumma innt a'tidhu bika min wa'tha #8-safart wa 
ka’abat-il-manzari wa si’il-mungalabi fil-mali wal-ahli 
wal-waladi wal-hauri ba‘dal-kauri wa da‘ watil-mazliimi, 

(Muslim, Abu-Dawud, Pirmizt) 


“Glory be unto God Who hath subjugated this (beast) 
unto us, though we were unable to subdue it. Behold we are 
sssuredly to return unto our Lord. O God ! Behold, we heg 
of Thee in this journey of ours righteousness and piety and 
® conduet wherewith Thou wilt be well pleased. O God! 
Make this journey of ours easy for us, and roll up for us 
the distance thereof. © God! Thou art (our) companion 
in this journey, and representative in (our) household, ° 
O God! Behold, I seek refuge in Thee from the toil of this 
journey, from holding asad sight and a bad reverse in 
my wealth and household and from deficiency after plenty, 

. and from the curse of the oppressed”. 


» Pay due regard to the comfort and convenience. of others 
on the way. Your fellow-travollers have a right on you. 
The Holy Qur’an affirms: (wh Vabells—Was-sahits bil- 
Janbi. “Be nice to the companion beside you”. The 
term ‘companion beside you’ includes all such persons who 
happen to be your fellow-travellers any time, anywhere. 
The brief fellowship in the course of.a journey imposes a 
duty on you to show the best conduct towards your fellow- 
traveller and take the utmost care not to cause him any 
physical or mental distreas by utterance or deed. The 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
affirmed: “The chief of the nation is the servant‘of the 
people. The person who excels others in rendering good 
service to hia fellow men can be surpassed in piety by no 
one, save those who attain martyrdom in the way of God”. 

{Mishkat) 


% 
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Say two Raka,ate of Thanksgiving on leaving for a journey 
and on returning from it. Such was the custom of the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). 
When your train or bus ascends a slope or your aeroplane 
takes off and is air-borne, say this prayer : 


eS 40 Soe nw w= Phe 


Fe 5558 FE Sas ai 


ale 


* 


Allahumma lakash-sharafu ‘ala kulli sharafin wa lakal- 
hamdu ‘ala kulli hatin. 


“O God, Thou art supreme over all heights and eleva- 


‘tions, Praise and Thankegiving under all circumstances 


is due to Thee alone”. 

If you have to. halt your journey at night, stay ata safo 
place where your life and goods are sufficiently safeguarded 
against thieves and brigands as well as from the menace of 
deadly animals or insects. 


. Having achieved the purpose of ygar journey, make haste 


to return home. Do not wander about aimlessly. 

On ‘return from a journey, do not enter your house 
suddenly without sending in advance information of your 
arrival. Offer two Raka‘ats of prayera in the mosque, 
thus affording time to the members of your household 
during which they may make preparations to accord you & 
befitting welcome. 

Take care of the comfort and cause of the animals accom- 
panying you during the journey and look after the néeds 
and protection of the rider who accompanies you. 2 
Travelling in the cold weather, carry your bedding with 
you. Do not cause unnecessary trouble to your host, 
Carry a tumbler and s prayer mat during the journey to 
avoid inconveniences at times of need like purification, a 
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ablution, prayer and taking a drink of water, 


When some persons are travelling in a company, they 
should appoint one person from among themselves to act 
as their Amir (Leader). But each one should keep his 
ticket, money for necessary oxpenses and other baggage in 
his own custody. 


‘When night falls in the course of a journey, you should say 
this prayer : 


i ee ee YY or fe. woe doe. * 


be NS yy dl Syl GN Hey gas! silt 
ww @ 4 sete on ran | - - bow . 3 
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ae 
Ya ardu, Rabbt wa Rabbukitlahu a'udhu billahi min 
sharriki wa sharri ma khuliga fiki wa sharri ma’ yadibbu 
‘alaiki wa a'udhu billahi min asadin wa aswada wa 
min-al-hayyati pal-‘agrabi: wa min eharri sakin-il-baladi 
wa min-walidin-wamda walad. {Abu- Dawud) 

“O earth! My Lord and Thy Lord is God. I seek 
refuge in God from thine evil, and evil of that which ig in 
thee, from the evil of that which hath been created in 
thee, and from the evil of that which moveth over thee, 
Talso seek refuge in God from the lion and the Aswad, 
from the serpent and the Scorpion, from the -evil of the 
dweller in the land, from the begetter, and that which 
{the begetter) begetteth”’. A 


At the time of returning home from s journey, Bay thig 
prayer: ° 
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OS eee 3S od ow Ete ete Fhe Oe 
tgpam arr Use ble poly YU bd Uy! byl 
Auban auban lirabbing tauban 14 yughddiru ‘alaina hefban, 
(Hisn Hassien) 
“We are returners, penitents before our Lord, penitence 
that may not let any effect of our misdeeds remain on us, 


On sending off someone on a journey, accompany him for 
some distance. On taking leave, ask him to say a prayer 
and say this prayer for him when the traveller departs : 


ee eee ee el ed 
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Am pam 
Astaudi ‘ullaha dinaka ,wa amanateka wa khawatima 
‘amalika. (Hisn Hassien) 


“Unto God’ I commend your faith, your trust, and the 
conclusion of your deeds”. 
Extend a warm welcome to the traveller when he returns 
from the journey. Make affectionate remarks and shake 
hands with him or embrace him as need be or as the 
occasion demands. 
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Etiquettes of 
Mourning and Grief 


Endure calamities with patience and calmness. Do not 
lose heart and never Jet your grief and sorrow exceed 
moderate proportions. No person in the world can remain 
safe'and unaffected by sorrow, grief, calamity, hardship, 
affliction, failure or Joss. The response of the believers 
and unbelievers is, however, different in this respect. - 
The non-believer loses his sense under the burden of pains 
and sorrows and is completely immobilised by foelings of 
hopelessness and diamay. Sometimes he succumbs to grief 
and commits suicide. In contrast the believer remains 
undaunted in the face of the greatest calamity and never 
leaves command over his patience. At such times he becomes 
a symbol of patience and perseverance and stands firm 
like a rock. He takes the view that whatever has occurred - 
was decreed by God and no command of God is devoid of 
wisdom or purpose. Hence whatever God commands is 
for the ultimate good of man and surely thore is always 
an aspect of grace in all the dealings of God with man. 
This reasoning produces a state of spiritual calm and 


‘satisfaction and the bitter taste of sorrow turns into sweet. 


ness, Thia faith in the predetermined destiny makes the 
burden of hardship light and calamity becomes easy to - 
bear, God has affirmed : 


iu ad ¢ é Ni Gia isi 
ote “Pauw st osc s ous eer ee 
LO ap ado ha ys 


a 


Oder © te Onte 
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Ma acaba mim-musibatin fil-ardi wa la fi anfusikum ila 
St kitaabin min qabli annabra’ahd. Inna dhalika ‘alaliahi 
yasirun likasld ta’sau ‘ald ma fatakum. | 

(Al-Hadeed : 22, 23) 


“‘Naught of disaster befalleth in the earth or in your- 
selves but it is in a Book before we bring it into being. 
Lo! that is easy for Allah that ye grieve not for the sake 
of that which ‘hath escaped you”. 


In other words one of the merits of putting faith in a 
divinely appointed destiny is that the believer finds solace 
even amidst the greatest suffering deeming it to be the 


“decree of the Providence, He remains unshaken and in 
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all matters looks towards the Merciful God end thinks 
only of His Grace and endeavours to seek good out of 
every evil by employing his virtues of patience’ and con- 
tentment under all circumstances, The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) has observed : 


‘*How excellent is the state of the true believers | 
He wios Grace under all conditions. If he is afflicted with 
grief, sickness or poverty, he bears them in peace and 


. such trials bring goodness to him. If he is rewarded with 


happiness and prosperity it becomes the cause of goodness 
for him”. : (Muslim) 
On hearing « tragic or painful news or if you suffer loss or 
sustain grief or injury or are beset with a sudden misfor- 
eve, & 
tune, recite at once : igen: Hy aS Ul s Si_tana lillahi wa 
tand Waihi raaji'dn. . 
“Lo! We are Allah's and Io! unto Him are we to 
return”. (al-Bagarah) 
The implication is that all our possessions belong to 
God; God has given us everything and He isthe One 


Who will take everything. We are his creatures and we 
must return to Him. We submit to the Will of God. in 
all matters and are content with His Dispensation. All 
acts of God contain certain purpose, wisdom and justice, 

‘He acts with greater good in view. It is the duty of His 
faithful servant never to resent the actions of the Lord. 
God observes : 


ay “Goiate. Jee 3 eer ease 
fs 9 Corells Sa sh SL 
a cinta A Fi ol vill; Jy 
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Wala nabluwannakum bishat’im minal khaufi walju'i wa 
nagsimminal-am-wali wal anfusi wassamarati wa bashshi- 
ris-sdbirin-al-ladhina idha-asdbathum musibatun gal 
inna lillahi wa innd-ilaihi raji'un. Ula@ika ‘alathim 
salawa-tummin Rabbihim wa rahmatun wa ula’ika humul 
muhta-din. (2 : 155-157) 
‘And surely we shall try you with something of fear 
and hunger and loss of wealth and lives and crops; but 
give glad tidings to the steadfast who say, when @ misfor- 
tune striketh them: Lo! we are Allah’s and lo! unto 
Him we are to return. Such are they on whom are blessings 
from their Lord and Mercy. Such are the rightly-guided”. 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has affirmed: ‘‘When a man is afflicted with 


herdship and says: i Ul Inna lillahi 
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God removes his affliction and blesses him with 
happy outcome and bestows on him what his heart desires 
in reward for it”. 


On one occasion when his lamp went off, the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allsh be upon him) said : 
det} al 8 yb Gl_tnna lillahi wa inna ilaihat raji'tin 
Someone enquired: ‘‘O Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon you) ! Is it a calamity if the 
lamp goes off ?” The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) observed : “Yes, everything that 
causes hardship to a believer is a calamity”. And the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
has observed : 


“God forgives all the sins of those Muslims who suffer 

4 torment of the soul or physical pain, illness, sorrow, grief 

or affliction, even the injury on account of the piercing of 
a thorn (and bear all these trials with patience)”. 

(Bukhari, Muslim) 


Hadrat Anas (God be pleased with him) reports: 


“The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed: ‘The more severe the trial and 
hardship, the greater its reward. When God cherishes 
love for a group of people, He puts them to trial to cleanse 
them more and to make them pure. Hence those who 
acquiesce in the Will of God win the pleasure of God. 
And those who harbour resentment against God in the 
hour of trial, God also is displeased with them’.” — 

(Tirmidhs) 

Hadrat Abi Mies Ash‘ari (God be pleased with him) 
relates that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) observed: ‘When the child: of a 
person dies, God enquires from His angels: ‘Did you 
extract the soul of the child of one of my creatures 1’ They 
submit: “Yes”. God agsin aske them : ‘Did you extract 
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the soul of the most beloved of my creature?’ They submit: 
“Yea. God then enquires from them: ‘What did my 
creature say {’ They submit: ‘In his hour of affliction, 


die oo = 
ho praised ‘Thee and seid : Ogee! ja! Ul» di Ul—Juna lillahi. 


wa inna ilaihié raji‘in. Thereupon God commande the 
angels: ‘Build a dwelling for this creature of Mine in 
the paradise and call it ‘Bait ul-Hamd’ (The House of 
Thanksgiving).” {Tirmidhi) 

|. It is natural to show grief on suffering pain or meeting an 
accident. However, care should be observed that even 
under the stress of extreme pain and grief the tongue 
should not utter an unholy remark, nor the virtues of 
patience and contentment be forsaken. 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) had his son Hadrat Ibrahim {God be pleased 
with him) in his lap when the child was about to depart 
this earthly life. On seeing this piteous sight tears started 
trickling down the eyes of the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) and the Prophet of God 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : 
“Q Ibrahim, we grieve over thy separation, but our tongue 
shell utter only that which conforma to the Will of God”, 

(Muslim) 

. Even in the depth of grief, do not.commit an act which 
may smack of ingratitude or complaint or which trenggres; 
ses the rules of Shari‘sh. It is unlawful for a believer 
to give vent to loud weeping, tearing off clothes, slapping 
cheeks, erying and shouting or beating of head or the 
chest it mourning. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah, be upon him) has said : ‘The man who tears off 
his clothes, slaps his cheeks and raves and shouts like 
pagana and wails is ‘not @ member of my: ummieh.” 
> (Tirmidhi) 

When Hedrat Ja‘far Tayyar (God be pleased with 
him) attsined martyrdom and the news reached. his home, 


a? 
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‘the women of his household began to shout and ory and 
started wailing loudly. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) sent word, ‘Stop wailing”. 
But the women continued their lamentations. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) forbade 
them a second time, but the women would not comply. 
Thereupon the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) observed: ‘Fill their mouths with dust”. 

: (Bukhari) 


On one occasion, the Holy Prophet (peace and bless- 
ings of Allah be upon him) was accomanying a funeral 
procession. A woman came carrying ‘a stove. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
reprimanded her so severely that she ran away at once. 

(Start-wn-Nabi Vol. V1) 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed : ‘‘No one should carry fire or funeral 
music behind a bier”. 


There was a custom in Arabia that people who walked 
behind a bier used to cast away their cloaks as a mark of 
griof. and only kept their skirts on. On seeing people in 
this state once the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) observed : Are you observing @ pagan 
custom! I was thinking of invoking such a curse upon you 
that your appearances might be deformed”. The people at 
once put on their cloaks and never acted in this fashion 
again. (lon Majah) 

. Do not curse your illness, nor utter any word of complaint, 
Exercise utmost patience and self-control and pray for the 
reward in the Hereafter. 


The sina of the believers are washed away by suffering 
illness or enduring tortures. The soul of the believer is 
purged and he attains capital reward in the Eternal world. 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) hag affirmed : 
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,“All pain that the believer endures on account of 
physical torture, illness or some other cause is rewarded 
by God in euch fashion that God purges the believer of all 
hia sins even aa a tree sheds its leaves”. (Bukhart, Muslim) 


Once on seeing a lady shivering, the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) enquired from 
her, ‘O Umm Sa’ib or Musayyib ! Why are you shivering 
so 1’ She replied : “I am seized with fever. May God curse 
it!” The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) advised her, ‘‘No, don’t curse the fever. Fever 
purges the progeny of Adam of sins even as fire smolts the 
ore to extract pure iron”, (Muslim) 


Hadrat ‘Ata b. Rabah (may God be merciful to him) 
describes a firsi ind account as follows ; ‘On one occasion 
when we were near the Ka‘ba, Hadrat ‘Abbas (may God 
be pleased with him) said to me, ‘‘Would you like to see 
woman who will go to Paradiso?” “Yos, cortainly”. 
Hadrat ‘Abbas (may God be pleased with him) said : 
“Look at that black woman, She once went to the 
presence of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) and submitted, ‘‘O Prophet of God 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon you) I am seized 
with such deep fits of epilepsy that I lose all consciousness 
and in this state I become completely naked: O Prophet 
of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon you) ! Pray 
to God in my behalf”. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : ‘If you continue 
to endure this affliction with patience, God will send thee 
to Paradise or if you wish I shall pray to God to cure 
thee”. On hearing this, the lady submitted : ‘‘O Prophet 
of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon you)! Iam 
willing to endure this affliction in peace. However, please 
pray to God to save me from the humiliation of being 
rendered naked in the state of epilepsy”. The Holy Prophet 
(peace. and blessings of Allah be upon him) thereupon 
prayed to God on behalf of this lady. Hadrat ‘Ata. (God 
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be merciful to him reports that he saw this tall lady Umm 
Rafa on the steps of the Ka‘ba.” 


Do not observe mourning for moré than three days on the 
death of any one. It is natural to be stricken with grief 
and to weep on the death of relations, yet the period of 
mourning should not exceed three days. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed; «I 
is not lawful for a believer to mourn the death of someone 
for a period of more than three days. However, the lawful 
mourning period fore widow is four months and ten days : 
During this period, she should not put on a colourful 
dregs, nor use any perfume nor should bedeck herself.” 
(Zirmidhi) 
On the fourth day after the death of the brother of 
Hadrat Zainab bint Jahsh (God be Pleased with her), 
some ladies visited her to offer condolences, Hadrat 
Zainab (God be pleased with her) applied perfume to hor 
person in the presence of everyone and remarked; “I did 
not need to use perfume at this timo, However, I have 
done so now because I have heard the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) to say, “It is not 
lawful for a Muslim lady to observe mourning for more 
than three days for any relation except her husband?’, 


. Advise each other to bear sorrow, grief or calamity calmly 


and patiently, Whon the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) returned from the battle of Uhud, 
the ladies came to his holy presence to enquire after their 
relations and kin. When Hadrat Hamna bint Jahsh (God 
be pleased with her) appeared, the Holy Prophet (pbace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) instructed her to 
bear her grief calmly, and said: “Be patient over the 
martyrdom of your brother ‘Abdullah (God be pleased with 


os - & s 
him) and he recited : Osaal) aJt Uls 3 Ul_Jnna Lillaht wa 
inna ilathi raji‘da. “It is from Allah and we have to return 
to Allah and prayed for the salvation of her brother”, 
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Then the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) instructed her, ‘Be patient over the martyrdom 
of your maternal uncle Hamza (God be pleased with him)”. 
Hadrat Hamna (God be pleased with her) again recited 
wide petna © +2 

gant; agll Ul» 2 b!—Inad lilichi wa inna ilaihi raji'dn and 


prayed for the salvation of her unclo.. 


The son: of Hadrat Abu Talha (God be pleased with 
him) was gravely ill. Leaving his son in this precarious 
atate, Talha (God be pleased with him) had to go out to 
work, The child died in his absence. Abu Talha’s wife 
(God be pleased with her) instructed the people not to 
report the news to Abu Tatha (God be pleased with him). 
When he. returned home in the evening after work, ho 
enquired from the wife : “How is the child ?’’ She replied : 
“He isin @ more restful state”. Then she brought dinner 
for Abu Talha (God be pleased with him), He ate it in 
poace and went to bed. Next morning the pious wife 
conveyed the sad news to her husband in s very wise 
manner. She asked him: ‘‘If-someone lends something to 
somebody and then demands it back, whet right has the 
possessor to withhold the thing from the real owner ?” Abu 
Talha (God be ploased with him) replied ; ‘It is impossible 
for the borrower to claim such a right”. Thereupon the 
pationt wife observed: ‘Be patient over the loss of your. 
son then’. (Muslim) 


8, .Welcome sil hardships in the way of righteousness in good 
cheer and feel joy rather than sorrow at whatever distress 
befalls you in this way. Offer thanks to the Lord that He 
thus accepted your sscrifiice in His way. Hadrat Asma’ 
(God be pleased with her), the illustrious mother of Hadrat 
‘Abdullah b. Zubsir (God be pleased with him) once fell 
gravely ill. Hadrat ‘Abdullah (God be pleased with him) 
came to enquire after her health. The mother said to him 
“Son lia the first place, I wish that God should keep me 

- glive until I witness one of the twe things that either you 
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Should attain martyrdom on the field of battle and T 
should obtain the Grace of being patient on hearing the 
report of your martyrdom or you should gsin victory and 
seeing you @ victor I should gladden my sight. As God 
willed it so Hadrat ‘Abdullah b. Zubair {God be pleased 
with him) attained martyrdom in the lifetime of his 
mother, Hajjaj ordered to keep his dead body hanging on 
the stake. Hadrat Asma’ (God be pleased with her) was 
at that time too old and weak yet in spite of her old age 
and weakness she arrived to look at this piteous sight. 
Instead of crying and wailing on seeing the dead body of 
her dear son, she addressed Hajjaj and said to him: “Has 
not the time yet come for this rider to dismount the horse?” 


. Support one another in grief and pain. Share the sorrows 
and afflictions of your friends and lend all help you can to 
alleviate their suffering. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) observed: “All Muslims 
are like one human body. If the eye becomes sore, the 
entire body feels distress, If there is a pain in the head, 
all organs of the body suffer the agony”, (Muslim) 

At the time when Hadrat Ja‘far Tayyar (God bo. 
pleased with him) attained martyrdom, the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : 
“Let food be sent to Ja‘far’s house, for the inmates of his 
house in their abundance of grief will not be able to cook 
meal”, (4bu Dawud) 

Hadrat Abu Huraira (God be pleased with him) 
reports that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) observed: “A man who offers condo- 
lences to 8 woman whose child is dead shall be admitted in 
Paradise and he shall be wrapped in the sheet of Para- 


dise’’. ‘(Tirmidhi) 
And the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) also observed :- “The man who solaces an 


afflicted person shall be rewarded in the same degree as the 
afflicted one’. (Tirmidhi) 


10. 
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In the same connection the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) enjoined upon tho people 
to join the funerals, Hadrat Abu Huraira (God be pleased 
with him) has reported: “The Holy Prophot (peace and 
blessings of Alleah be upon him) observed: The person 
who joins tho funeral and says the funeral prayor will get 
a reward equal to one Qirat (Carat) and the porson who 
after the funeral prayers attends the burial also will got 
reward oqual to two Qirats (Carats). Someone asked : 
“What will be the mass of these two Qirats ?” The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) observ- 
ed: ‘The mass of those two Qirats will be equal to two 
mountains”. L (Bukhari, Muslim) 
When you are pressed under the burden of calamities and 
afflicted with sorrows, turn to God ; offer worship and bow 
in humility to Him and say prayers to Him. Tho Holy 
Qur’an affirms : 
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Yd ayyuhalladhina amanust‘aing bissabri wassalah. 

“O ye who believe! Seek help through perseverance 
and prayer”. 

It is natural to be sorrowful and shed tears in  griof- 
stricken state. However, avoid weeping loudly. Tho © 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
used to weep in a muffled voice. He (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) used to heave « cold sigh ; tears 
would stream down the eyes and the voice which came out 
of his holy bosom used to be similar to the sound of a. 
bubbling kettle or the turning of a grinding wheel. The 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
has himself described the state of his grief and weeping. 

“The eye sheds tears; the heart ia filled with sorrow ; 
yet our tongue utters only those words which are pleasing 
to our Lord”. 


H. 


}. The allusion is to Hadrat Yunus (peace be upon him). 
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Hedrat Abu Huraira (God be pleased with him) reports 
that whenever the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) felt worried, he used to look up to the 


Pee 
heavens and said repeatedly dial! ai! Obe~—Subhanalla 


hilaztm, Gloried be the Lord the Magnificent and when 
the sorrow deepened and the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) devoted himself to prayer 
with greater fervour, he (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) used to say: 


t. - te o 
why spp ek 
Ya hayyu ya qayyumu. (Tirmidhs) 
(The Alive, The Eternal) 
Say those prayers in the moments of intense grief and 
sorrow; when calamities befall and you are under heavy 
stress of grief and unrest. Hadrat Sa‘d b. Waqqas (God 
be pleased with him) reports that the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) affirmed : The prayer 
which _Dhun-Nin! offered to God from the belly of the fish © 
was as follows : 
See ee ee 
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La ilaha ila anta subhanaka inni kuntu min-az-zalimin, 


“There is no deity except Thee. Be Thou glorified ! 
Lo I have been a wrong doer’. {21 . 87) 


Hence any Muslim who says this prayer to God in 
times of distress or hardship, Gad surely accepts his prayer. 
It is reported by Hadrat Ibn ‘Abbas (God be pleased with 
him) that in-moments of sorrow or grief, the Holy Prophet 


(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) used to say this 
prayer: 
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Ld ilahe illallahu rab-ul-‘arsh-il-‘azim. La ilaha illaliahu 
rabb-us-samawati wa rabb-ul-ardi rabb-ul-‘arsh-il-Karim. 


“There isno deity except God. He is the Master of 
Great Heaven. There is no deity except God. He is the 
Master of Heaven and Earth and the-Master of High 
Heaven”. 


Hadrat Abu Musa (God be pleased with him) states 
that the Prophot. of. God (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed : 

oo Od oe ote on 

MM ai ip tale Sy at WHIG IA 
La haula wala quw-wata illa billahi wala malja minallaht 
ila ilaihi. 

This prayer is 8 panacea for ninety-nine ills, The 
least benefit to be derived from saying this prayer is that 
he who says this prayer remains safe from grief and 
sorrow. 


Hadrat ‘Abdullah b. Mas‘ad (God be pleased with 
him) reported that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) affirmed: ‘Any one who is afflicted 


1, It is God | only Who bestows .the strength to abstain from ain and 
bestows the favour to perform rightoous deeds, ‘There is no refuge 
from the punishment of God, save in His own Being (i.e. only he 
oan escape from the punishment of the Lord who seeks refuge in the 

.'meroy of the Lord. 
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with pain or distress and says this prayer, God will surely 
turn his sorrow and grief into happiness and felicity : 


ee 8 ww ae Boe ow te FO wee Oe Ee 
cay peel El gly Hae gy! 9 Ske Gl poll 


29 date oF - 90d Ff = 


pe GG Ci as G Lie ane ost 


Pa a Pe oe dad ote we 


p male gh GUS Fas GS gh Ch 4p Ce 
3h Bide Ca le Ge SHS dae G iei 


err arn ar ar i ey er 
ey Spe a9 9 std to peal OL fart 
eee wooo we OS 


dpa cpam Ole Gil deal oe Ub 9s ir 


Allahumma innt ‘abduka wa ibnw ‘abdika wa ibnu 
amatika nasiyati. biyadika madin fiyya hukmuka ‘adlun 
fiyys gadauka as’aluka Dikulli temin huwa Taka 
sammaita dihi nafeaka an anzaltahu fi kitabika au 
‘allamtahu ahadan min khalgika awista'tharta biht fi 
“lmil-ghaibi ‘indaka an taj‘al-al-Qur'an-al-‘azima rabi‘a 
galbt wa nura basary wa jelata huzni wa dhahaba 
hammti. (Ahmad, Ibn Habban, Hian Hasin) 


“God! Iam Thy servant. My father is Thy servant 
and so is my mother. Thon hast power over my whole 
being. It is thy Law which rules my life. All thy 
Commands in my case are most just. I beseech Thee in 
the name of all Attributes which thou have mentioned 
thy own or those which thou revealed in thy Book or 
revealed to some emong Thy creatares or kept them 
hidden in Thy. veiled Treasures, to make the Great Book 
Qur’an the pleasure of my heart, the light of my eyes, the 
balm for my affliction and e cure for my anxiety”. 


12, 


13, 


If, God forbid, matters come to such a pass. that the 
calamities and hardships oppress you so hard that life 
becomes unbearable and distress assume such fearful 
proportions that the burden of life hangs heavy on you, 
even under such circumstances do never call for death. nor 
should you ever think of the disgraceful act of taking your 
own life. The act of suicide isa symptom of cowardice jit 
is the worst form of breach of trust and the most heinous 
sin. Under such conditions of perplexity and unrest, pray 
constantly to God in these words : 


. wale @ Sen 2 0 we 1-0 ee we © Oe BILL 
SEB aes Sie idl FEU i Sai 


ee Mee tone 


kplan ¢ Seago db Le ali, 


Allahumma ahyint ma& kanat-il-haydtu Khatran UW wa 
tawaffant idha kanat-il-wafatu khairan Ut. ‘ 
(Muslim, Bukhart) 

“God! Keep me alive as long as it is better for me 

to live and if there be goodness for me in death, send me 
death”, 
Say this prayer when you find any one afflicted with 
hardship. Hadrat Abu Huraira (God be pleased with him) 
related : The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of' Allah 
be upon him) observed : , 

“He who says the following prayer on seeing the 
other afflicted with trouble will, God willing, himself re- 
main safe from this trouble : 

ee ae en ee 
le phat yay GI! Le ile Ub LT 
- ‘ oe oo 


“pe 


» Alhamdu lillahil-ladht ‘afant mimmabtala kallahu bikt 
wa faddalant ‘ala kathirin mimman khalaga tafdila. 
(Tirmidht) 
Praise be to God Who saved me from that where-with 
He hath afflicted thee and made me to excel with a marked 
excellence most of those whom he created. 


1, 


Etiquettes in 
Fear and Panic 


Assailed by the dread of the slaughter, devastation, 
tyranny, barbarity, mischief and strife anleashed by 
the enemies of faith or panio-stricken by the catastro- 
phic effects of natural calamities——under all ciroum- 
atances use the insight of a true believer and probe 
into the real causes of these visitations.. Instead of 
wasting time on superficial remedies, focus all your 
energies on putting into effect the injunctions contained 
in the Book of God and the Sunnah, The Holy Qur’an 
affirms : . 


OF oe O50 Oe been oe ot Boe Ob ewe on 


Vind 9 tal CaS US hana op ple! by 


ate Sythe rt 


Wa ma asabakum min mustbatin fabima kasabat aidtkum 
wa ya‘fu an kathtir. {Ash-Shura : 30) 


“Whatever of misfortung striketh you it is what you 
have earned by your own deeds. And He forgiveth much”, 


And the Holy Qur’an itself reveals the remedy : i 


wed oF od sen a 0d 0m = es Os ew 


Opals SS ese GT teak at DSS 


Wa tabi ilallahi jamt‘an ayyuhal-mu'’minina la‘alla- 
kum tuflihin. ‘ 

“And all of you together should turn to God in 
repentance, O Believers, so that you may get salvation”, 
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‘Tauba’ (Repentance) denotes: ‘To return’, ‘To have 
recourse to’. Immersed in the fearful cesspool of sins 
and vices, when the Ummah (Muslim Nation) feela a sense 
of shame and turns to God in 4 spirit of deyotion and 


_ having washed the stains of her vices by tears of repen- 


tance, renews her pledge of allegiance to God—this state 
is described in the Holy Qur’an by the term ‘Tauba’. This 
‘repentance’ and ‘petition for mercy’ is the most efficacious 
and genuine remedy against the fear and droad of all 
forms of evil and strife. 


Do not degrade the honour of your national life by adopt- 
ing a cringing attitude before the tyranny, oppression and 
mischievous evils of the enemies of faith; do not reduce 
yourself under their awe to the indignity of begging the 
cruel enemy for mercy. Gird up your loins; strengthen 
your faith and remove weakness which produces cowardice 
in you and encourages the enemies of faith to oppress and 
extinguish you, The Holy Prophet (poace and blessings of 
‘Alla be upon him) has identified two causes for this 
weaknoss : 


(1) Attachment to the world. 
(2) Fear of Death, 


Make a resolve that you will not rest in peace until 
you have eliminated these two evils from your own self 
*as well.as from the general body of the Muslims, The 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
observed : 


“My Ummah will pass through a time when other 
nations, considering you an easy prey, will fall upon you 
just as the hungry rush towards food. Someone asked: 
“O Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
you): Will our number diminish inviting the other nations 
to unite together and make an assault to devour us ?” 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be.upon 
him) observed; ‘No, you will not then be less in number 


but will render yourself weightless like strawa that float 
helplessly in the flood water. Your enemies will no longer 
fear you and your hearts will be stricken with cowardice 
and helplossness.” At this stage, a man onquired: “O 
Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
you) ! What will be the cause of such cowardice w” The 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
observed: ‘There will be two causes : 


*You will start loving the world and 


*You will feel allergic to death and hate the very idea of 
it. (Abu Dawud) 


. Purge your society of sensuality, frivolity, dominance 


of women, and wickedness, Make your collective strength 
impregnable and use it to eradicate evil and mischief, 
Mako a determined offort to inculcate and promote bravery, 
zest and courage in each and every individual of your 
fraternity (Millat). The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him has affirmed : 

“When your rulers are righteous, and the rich among 
you are generons and parge-hearted and when your collec- 
tive affairs are decided by mutual consultation, then life 
on the surface of the earth is far better for you than death 
i.e. to be buried down the earth beneath the surface of the 
earth, But when your governors and rulers are Persons of 
wicked character and the rich in your society are lovers of 
wealth (materialists) and are stingy and misers 3 and when 
the course of your affairs is determined by your wives, then 
death i.e, to be buried down the earth is far better for you 
than life on the surface of the earth.’’ (Tirmidhi) 


Never fail to support the right even under the most dread- 
fal circumstances. To- give away one’s life in support of 
right is far better than to lead a godless and ignominious 
existence. Do not shrink from upholding the trath in the 
severest of trials and in the face of the greatest dread, 
Respond to the threat of death with a amile and- welcome 


5. 


the chance of attaining martyrdom with zest and eagerness. 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) affirmed : 


“The wheel of Islam is on the move, beware you must 
turn towards the direction given by the Holy Qur'an, Be 
vigilant ! Tho Qur’an and tho politica] power will shortly 
part company. Beware lest you should foreako the Qur’an. 
In the times to come thore will be rulers who wil! impose 
their will on you. If you oboy thom, they will lead you 
astray from tho path of righteousness,. And if you rebel 
against them, they will put you to death.” A companion 
(God be pleased with him) submitted ; ‘What should we 
do then, O Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon you) !? The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) replied : ‘*Do what the companions of 
Jeaus (peace be on him) did. They were cut through with 
sawa and hanged on the cross. It is far better to givo 
one's life obeying the commandments of Allah than to live 
4 life of disobedience to the Almighty”. 


Strive constantly against thoso evils of the society which 
produce an atmosphere of fear and panic in the people and 
load to poverty, famine and violence reducing the whole 
nation to » miserable and helpless lot suffering the oppre- 
asions and tyranny of their enemies. 

Hadrat ‘Abdullah b. ‘Abbas (God be pleased with him) 
remarke: Wherever dishonesty becomes the order of the 
day, ‘the people lose heart and courage and are afraid of 
their enemies and wherever adultery becomes a common 
practice the people are destined to perish. Whenever 
people start bungling in weights and measures, they 
certionly face famine and starvation and where justice is 
denied blood is inevitably to be shed there, Any nation 
which commits breach of promise is doomed to become the 
slave of its enemy”. (Mishkat) 


When you are assailed by the dread of tho fous, say this 
prayer : 


oe 


4 


a oss be sen e ees © Ase ee EF ese 


gras ot chs Bs) 9 praes 3 Elland Ul 1 ell 


Ayam pam Sins dha « djl. rar) 


Allabumma inna naj‘aluka ft nuhiirihim wa na‘udhu 
bika min shurirthim, 


(Abu-Dawud, Nasai, Hisn Hasien) 


“O God! Behold, we place Thee in front of them and 
seek refuge in Thee from their mischiefs”’. 


When you are surrounded by the enemy, say this prayer ; 


ed Se er 2 


Uses; A Hage pial ll 


tone Gam a) oy deol 
Allahummastur ‘aurdtind wa damin rau ‘atind. 
(Ahmad, Hisn Hasien) 


“God! Do safeguard our honour and respect and 
bless us with peace in this state of fear and harassment”. 


On seeing the windstorm rising or a cloud overcasting the 
sky, you should feel apprehension and fear. Hadrat 
‘Kisha’ (God be pleased with her) reports that “I never 
beheld the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be - 
upon him) breaking into laughterin such a manner as to 
make his sacred mouth wide open. In moments of joy, a 
smile used to play on his august face. When a windstorm 
arose or 8 cloud darkened the sky, he (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) used to feel apprehensive and began 
to aay preyers. Ina mood of grave apprehension, he alter- 
nately stood up or sat down and this mood lasted until the 
clouds had burst inte rain, & submitted: ‘“O Prophet of 
God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon you)! I see 
thet other people rejoice when they see a cloud and look 
forward to rain with joyous hope, yet I see that your holy 
face shows feelings of heaviness and anxiety on watching a 
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cloud”. Thereupon the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
ef Allah be upon him) observed: ‘A’isha (God be pleased 
with you), how can I avoid the apprehension that this 
cloud will not bring down a calamity, when I have the 
precedent before me that the nation of ‘Ad were visited with 
a calamitous windstorm. On beholding this cloud, the 
people of ‘Ad had said: ‘This cloud will pour rain over 
us”. (Bukhari, Muslim). Say this prayer when you see & 
cloud or a windstorm rising : 2 


Pate oat Be 60 wee te oe were Fhe 


dio glee! pel bnty Myler ys bu, Igbo! es! 

tilpbr ue Glad Vy 

Allahumma-j‘alhd riydhan wala taj‘alha rthan, Alla- 
humma-j‘alha rahmatan wa 1d taj‘alha adhaba. 

{Tabrani) 


If the windstorm fills the horizon with deep darkness 
Bay: 


Qul a'adhu birabbil falaki. 
we Ses OP 


i wrt 34 d 


Qui a‘adhu birabbin nasi. 

I seek refuge with the Lord of the Dawn and I seek 
refuge with the Lord of Men (Sursh 113-124) 

Hadrat ‘A’isha (God be pleased with her) relates : 
“Whenever the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) beheld the windstorm rising, he used to wy 
the following prayer : 


1, God make this wind @ blessing, not an evil, God make it a bounty, 
not an ordeal. 


10. 


a) ee eee eee 


Ste ee Wa 5 te ILI Gh ol 


6 FE eee Re ee he eS TW Ie Oo 
Cale be oy Web eb y Latte tb Syed y 
BSUS 6 plea 4 


Allahumma inni as’aluka Khairahé wa khaira ma fiha 
wa khaira ma ursilat bikt wa a'udhu bika min sharriha 


“wa sharri ma fihd wa sharri ma ursilut bihi, 


“QGod! Behold, I beg of Thee the good of this (wind) 
and the good of that which is therein, and the good of that 
which hath been sent therewith. And I soek rofuge in Thee 
from the evil thereof and the evil of that which is therein 
and the evil of that which hath been sent therewith”. 


‘When oxcossive rain threatens loss and destruction, say 
this prayer : 


se we BSLe oP ewe Be 


ALS OM fe ell CEILS cl 


ar ee 


tyler ¢ Cur fe 5 Cal ose 


Allahumma hawalaind la‘alaina Allahumma ‘alal-aakami 
waz-zirdbt wa butin-il-audiyati wa mandbit-ish-shajari. 
(Bukhari, Muslim) 


“O God! let there be downpour in our suburl ; but 
not.onus. Let the rain fall on hillocks in the thickets on 
the mountains, rivers, and on the hot beds of plantations”. 

(Bukhari Muslim) 


On hearing the roar of clouds and the thunderbolt, stop 
conversation and begin reciting the following verso of the 


Holy Qur'an : 


il. 
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ee ae FOI) hey det me 5 


AVY se Sly 


Wa yusabbihur-ra‘du bihamdiht wal-mala’ikatu min. 
KAtfatiht. (Al Ra‘d’: 13) 
“And the thunder (of the clouds) hymneth His praise 
and (so do) the Angels for awe of Him”. 
Hadrat ‘Abdullah ibn Zubair (God be pleased with 
him) on hearing the thunderbolt used to stop talking and 
recited the same verse. (Al-Adab al-Mufrad) 


Hadrat Ka‘b (God be pleased with him) states that any 
one who recites this verse three times on hearing the 
thunderbolt will remain safe from its danger, (Pirmidhi) 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) on hearing the roar of the clouds and the thun. 
derbolt used to say this prayer : 


ee we oe eee ood be ow He 


Jo Ges ad, cca 9 Eds Cas Fai 


pS . ens 


Allahumma la tagtulnd bighadabika wa la tublikna bi. 
‘adhabika wa ‘afina gabla dhalik, {(Al-Adab al-Mufrad) 


“OQ God! Slay us not with Thy wrath and destroy us 
not with Thy punishment but Preserve us before that"’, 


When fire breaks out, make energetic efforts to extinguish 
Jotedi an Jade So > 
it and continue to say : 551 al «51 ail (God is Great, God 
is Great). The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) has observed : “When you see a fire blazing 
Pete Die 

out, say : 75) sl—Auahu akbar. (God is Great). ‘Takbir' 
(Praiae of God) extinguishes the fire”, 
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12, When you aro soized’ with fear and panic, say this prayor. 
Godwilling fear will vanish and you will attain peace 
of mind, Hadrat Bra’ b. ‘Azib (God be pleased with him) 
reports: ‘A person once complained to the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him): “I guffor 
from panic all the time”. The Holy Prophet (poace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) enjoined upon him to say 
tho following prayer. He recited this prayer frequently and 
God freed his heart from panic, 

wtFe et wf eee Se else 4 wed 
ede ety BOS Oy oid) AUST di Se 
eee e Feo wee We 
+ Sazertly Bill 5 Vly Sl yaad 
Subhan-allah-il-malik-il-Quddasi rabbal-mala’ikatt. war. 
ruhi jallalt-as-samawati wal-arda bil-‘izzati wal-jabrit, 
(Mu‘jamal-Tabrani) 
“Pure and Supreme is the Lord, the Real Soveroign, 
Faultless: Oh Creator of Angels and Gabriol! Your 
Power and Awo reigns over the Heavens and Earth”. 


Etiquettes 
of Rejoicing 


1, You must celebrate occasions of joy in a befitting manner. 
Rejoicing is 9 demand of human instincts and @ natural 
urge. Religion gives due importance to the satisfaction of 
natural instincts and permits their fulfilment subject to 
some useful restraints and conditions, Religion disapproves 
of marring the attractivenoss of your personality by 
assuming such poses as artificial dignity, unnocessary 
sombreness, permanent sorrow and gloom. Religion allows 
you full rights to ocelebrate joy on all lawful festive 
occasions and enjoins upon you to keep your spirits high 
with a bold attitude, zestful living and fresh aspirations. 
To avoid celebrations of joy on lawful occasions and to 
consider the sentiment of rejoicing as unbecoming to 
the genuine spirit of religion. ‘ 

If God grants you the favour of performing sdpte 
religious duty; you or one of your relations attains high 
honour in learning and excellence ; God confers on you 
Prospority, wealth or some other bounty ; you return safe 
from a long journey or any of your relations comes back 
from his travels to distant parts ; you receive a visit from 
an honourable guest; a marriage comes off or the birth , 
ofachild takes placo in your home; you receive report 
of tho health and well-being of a near relative or the 
happy news of the victory or glorious achievement of the 
people of Islam ; or on festivals——it is your natural right 
to celebrate these occasions with rejoicing. Islam not only 
allows the holding of festivities, but regards this act as in 
perfect harmony with the spirit of religion. 
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Hadrat Ka‘b ibn Malik (God be pleased with him) 
relates: “When God had accepted my Prayer for 
forgiveness and I received the glad tidings of it, I at once 
went to the presence of the Holy Prophet {peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him), I offered my salam(peace 
beon you). At that moment, the holy face of the Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) was radiant 
with joy. Whenever the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) attained some happiness, his faco 
would glow with the radiance of moon and we used to take 
the brightness and radiance of his face as index of exeo- 
edingly joyous feelings in him (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him). (Riyad-us Salihin) 


. Make arrangements to celebrate the festival with free 
rejoicing and open merriment. Feel quite informal and let 
yourself join the festivities without inhibitions, On 
arrival at Medina, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) observed : , 


“You used to celebrate festivities on two days during 
a year. God has now blessed you with two better days, 
ie, ‘Id al-Fitr and ‘Id al-Adha, Celebrate these two 
festivals of the year with great happiness and complete 
rejoicing and arrange reunions and indulge in fun and 
recreation in joyous mood and give vent to your feelings 
of happiness in 8 natural manner. It is because of this 
injunction of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) thet fasting is forbidden on the 
occasions of these two festivals.” The Holy Prophet 
{peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed :, 


“These two days are meant for feasting, celebration 
of joy in union with other people and to remember God”. 
(Sharah M‘aani-ul-Athar) 


On the day of ‘Id, be neat and clean and take a bath, 
put on the best dress according to your means, use perfume, 
eat good food and let the children enjoy themselves with 
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proper means of recreation and games and permit to 
observe fun freely and without let or hinderance. 


Hadrat ‘A’isha (God be pleased with her) relates: “It 
was the ‘Id day and some slave-girls were singing the 
verses which the Ansar had composed about the battle of 
Bu’ath.1 Whi e@ girls were thus engaged in singing, 
Hadrat Ab Bakr (God be pleased with him) came and 
exclaimed /in astonishment : ‘How strange! Singing in 
the household of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him)!” The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) answered: “Abu Bakr, never mind, 
Each jiktion has a festival day and today we celebrate 
our ‘Id,” 


Once on ‘Id day some negro acrobats were giving a 
demonstration of some military manoeuvres, The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
himself watched these exerciges and let ‘A’isha (God be 
pleased with her) also to see them from behind his back. 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) gave the acrobats constant cheers, When ‘A isha {God 
he pleased with her) grew weary, the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) permitted her to 
depart. ee (Bukhari) 


3. Observe the manners, injunctions, taste and spirit of Islam 
in your rejoicings. On receiving happiness, offer thanks to 
your Benefactor and prostrate before Him in gratitude. In 
the excitement of your joy, do not perform any act nor 
adopt any attitude which does not conform to the apirit of 
Islam or is contrary to. Islamic manners and injunctions. 
You must express your joyous sentiments, but observe the 
tule of moderation and do not let your expression of happi- 
ness submerge the sentiments of obedience, devotion and 


1, The battle of Bu‘ath refers to that famous war which took place 
between two prominent tribes of the Ansar, Aus and Khazraj in the 
pagan times. 


102 


humility and turn into a display of haughtiness and pride. 
The Holy Qur'in affirms : 


Cr ee ee er et 
«grb Shae Soon Y aly rc lag Symes Vy 


HY adovdlo 


Wa la tafrahi bima atakum wallahu la yuhibbu kulla 
mukhidlin fakhir. (57 ; 23) 

“And exult not because of that which hath beon givon, 
Allah’loveth not all prideful boasters’’. 


Do not be so intoxicated by happiness as to forget the 
remembrance of God. -The supreme happiness of the pious 
is to remember the Bestower of happiness all the more and 
offer prostration before Him in gratitude and acknowledgo 
by action and speech the Benefactions, Favour, Greatness 
and the Glory of God. 


After observing fasts during the month of Ramadan . 
and obtaining the favour of reciting the Holy Qur'an and 
saying ‘Taravih’ prayers at night, when you sight tho ‘Id 
moon, your happiness knows no bounds. On realising that 
you have been successful in carrying out the injunctions of 
God by His Grave, you at once give away the share of your 
poor and needy brethren out of your wealth so as to make 
amends for any negligence in worship or error in discharg- 
ing the duty of Devotion to God and also to enable the 
poor people to participate with others in the joys 
of the ‘Id. In acknowledgement of this favour of God, 
you express your befitting sentiments of joy by offering 
two prayers of thanksgiving to God and on the day of ‘Id 
al-Adha you. commemorate. the great and unique sacrifice 
‘of Hadrat Ibrahim and Hadrat Isma‘il (peace be on them) 
and thus ‘finding your own heart filled with the eagerness 
to make sacrifice you offer prostration to God in gratitude. 
And then the hymns of ‘Praise be to God’, ‘Takbir’ and 
‘Thanksgiving’ resound through every community and are 
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heard in all streets, lanes and roads, And when on ‘Id 
days you oat well and put on your beat clothes and celeb- 
rate your joys in lawful fashion according to the injunctions 
of the Shari‘eh all these activities of yours are recorded aa 
submission to and ackuowledgement of the authority of 
Allah. 

. Invite others to join your celebrations of joy and similarly 
Participate in the rejoicings of others to enhance their 
feelings of happiness. Exchange messages of felicitation 
On occasions of joy. : 

When the repentance of Hadrat Katb b, Malik (God 
be pleased with him) was accepted by God and the Muslims 
Got news of this fact, they came in crowds to offer 
congratulations to Hadrat Ka‘b (God be pleased with 
him). They expressed their unbounded joy. Hadrat Ka‘b 
‘Was 20 deeply impressed by the felicitation and expressions 
of rejoicing displayed by Hadrat Telha (God be pleased 
with him) that its memory never faded ali through 
his life. In his old age Hadrat Ka‘b (God be pleased with 
him) related the case of his trial and repentance to his son 
‘Abdullah and especially mentioned about Hadrat Talha’s 
(God be pleased with him) expres sions of joy, He remark- 
ed: “TI can never forget Talha’s manner of folicitation 
and feelings of joy”. 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) on conveying to Ka‘b (God be pleased with him) 
the glad tidings of the acoeptance of his repentance 
expressed his personal feelings of exceeding joy ‘and 
observed: “Ka‘b, this is the happiest day of thy life! 

(Riyad-us-Salihin) 

' On occasions of marriage or birth of a child or on 
similar events of joy, in the homes of other people, join in 
their celebrations and congratulate them on that happy . 
occasion. 

Hadret Abi Hursira (God be pleased with him) reports 
that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
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upon him) used to congratulate the newly-wedded in these 
words : 


ke ne kd 


GOEL OE 5 


ska se. gt 


Barak-allahu laka wa baraka ‘alaikuma wa jama‘a 
bainakuma fi-khairin, (Tirmidht) 


“May the Lord keep you in prosperity and confer His 
blessings upon both of you and may He grant you the 
favour of living together in perfect harmony”. 


On one occasion Hadrat Husain (God be pleased with 
him) instructed someone to congratulate others on the 
birth of a child in the following manner : 


“May God grant you grace in this gift. May God 
grant you’ the favour of offering gratitude to Him. May 
God develop this child into a full-blended youth and raise 
him submissive to you”. 


. When a near relative or an acquaintance returns from a 
long journey, go and weloome him and express your feolings 
of joy on his safe. return and successful conclusion of his 
mission. If he holds a function to celebrate the happy 
occasion of his safe return from the journey, go and join 
the party. On the other hand, when you return home safe 
from your travels and arrange a iunction to celebrate the 
occasion, invite your near relatives to the party. However, 
you mist avoid unnecessary expense or ostentatious and 
lavish display. Do not incur expenditure which is beyond 
your average means. When the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) returned from the battle of 
Tabak, the Muslim men and children had advanced to 
Thaniyyat-ul-Wada‘ to receive him (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him), (Abt Datctid) 
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When the Holy Prophet {peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) migrated from Mecca and reached Medina and 
prepared to enter the city from the southern side, the 
Muslim men, women, boys and girls came out of their 
homes to greet him (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him). The small girla of the Ansar were singing these 
happy songs : 


Vode ptt! alt 
ee Le eee 
se Si ory 
we, ene, ere "ne seme ot 
§ Uns! VIL ote Land Cr gamed yas! 
Tal‘a albadru ‘alainad Min Thaniyyatilwada'i, 
Wajabash-shukru ‘alaind. Ma d'aa lillahi da'i. 
Ayyuh-al-mab'iisu fina. Jitta bil-amrilmuta'i. 


“Today, the moon arose upon us from the southern 
hill, Thaniyyatul Wada‘.! It is our duty to offer thanks for 
the call and teaching of the Apostle who invited us 
towards God. O Prophet! Who has been sent among us, 
you have brought such a religion that we will bear allegi- 
ance to it’. 

Once on his return to Medina from a journey, the Holy _ 
Prophet (peaco and blessings of Allah bo upon him) 
slaughtered a camel and a cow and arranged a feast for the 
people. (Abe Dawid) 

6, Celebrate the occasions of marriage with great joy and 
happiness and invite your relatives and friends to partici- 


Thaniyyatul-Wada‘ was the name of a mound in the south of Medina. 
The citizens of Mcdina used to accompany their departing guests up 
to this puint. 1t was due to this reason that the mound come to be - 
known as Thanixyatul Wada‘ or the mound of departure 
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pate in the celebration of the happy event. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) per- 
mitted singing and playing of music especially ‘duff’? on 
weddings. This injunction is meant to serve a two-fold 
purpose: the fulfilment of the feelings of joy and the 
public announcement and propagation of the news of 
wedding. 


Hadrat A’isha (God be pleased with her) married one 
of her female relations toa man from the Ansar. At the 
time of the departure of the bride, the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed: ‘‘Why 
didn’t these people send a slave-girl with her to play duff 
and sing some songs on the way”. (Bukhari) 


On the occasion of the wedding of Hadrat Rabi‘ bint 
Mu‘avvidh (God be pleased with her), some girls were 
sitting with her and playing on ‘duff’. They were singing 
some verses in praise ‘of their fathors who had attained 
martyrdom in the battle of Badr. One of the girls recited 
this line: “And there is a prophet in our midst who 
knows what is to happen tomorrow”, On hearing this, the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
observed : ‘‘Leave it out and sing those verses which you 
were singing before”. (Bukhari) 


. On the happy occasions of wedding, arrange a feast for 
your relatives and friends according to your position and 
means. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) established the precedent of arranging ‘Walima’ 
feasts on his own marriages and enjoined upon others to 
follow the same practice. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) observed: ‘‘If nothing 
elso, slaugher a goat ‘and serve its meat to guests”, 

(Bukhari) 


If for some reason you cannot attend a wedding party, 
do send a message of congratulations. The practice of 
exchanging gifts on nuptials, weddings and on similar 
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occasions of joy, renews and deepens the relationships and 
augments love and lends warmth to it. Nonethcless bo 
careful ta send gifts of the value which your means can 
afford and by restraining your feelings of sincerity and love, 
avoid ostentatious display. 


-Etiquettes of 
Respect of Mosque 


1. The best portion of the earth in the sight of God is that 
upon which a mosque is raised. The distinctive feature of 
the devotee of God is that he loves the mosque algo. On the 
terrific day of doom when there will be no shade anywhere, 
God will keep that persop under the shade of His Heaven 
whose heart is devoted to the mosque. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) has observed 

“The man whose heart is devoted to the moaque will 
rest under the shade of Heaven”. (Bukhari) 

2. Do service to the mosque ; keep the house of God popu- 
lated. To render service to the mosque and keep it. 
populated is a sign of faith, God affirms : 


ewe be oo 


LPM pad Bl, Gel oF ait See pang 


weer eos ee 


AVA a glo 


Innama Ya'muru masajid-allahi man a@mana bil-lahs 

wal yaum-il-akhiri. ({Al-Tauba : 18) 
“He shall tend Allah’s sanctuaries who believeth in 

Allah and the Day of reckoning”. 

3. Always say your obligatory prayers with the congregation 
in the mosque. Maintain a regular system of congregation 
and announcement of the Prayer-call in the mosque and 
discipline your whole life in conformity with the system 
of the mosque. Mosque is the pivot around which the 
whole circle of a true believer's life revolves. Thé Holy 
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Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
observed : 


“There are certain people among the Muslims who 
stay in the mosque permanently. and do not leave the 
place.. They have angels as their companions. If auch 
people disappear from the mosque, the angels go about 
looking for them. If these people fall ill, the angels 
enquire after their health and when they are engaged in 
some task, the angels aid them——A person who sits in 
the mosque anticipates blessings of the Lord”’, 

(Musnad Ahmad) 


. Go to the mosque with eagorness and enthusiasm to say 
your prayers. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) affirmed: ‘‘The aot of going 
to the mosque morning and evening is like going to fight 
in the cause of God”, And further observed: ‘Tho 
people who go towards the mosque in the dim light of the 
dawn. will be socompanied by full radiance of light on the 
Day of Doom”. In addition, the Holy Prophet (peace and , 
blessings of Allah be upon him) affirmed: ‘‘Each step 
that a man takes towards the mosque to say his prayors 
with the ee deletes one sin and adds one virtue 
to his account’ (Ion Hibban) 


. Keep the mosque clean and tidy. Swoop the place and 
clean out all dust or filth. Burn incense, especially on 
Fridays so that the whole mosque becomes fragrant with 
the aroma of the incense. The Prophet of God (poace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : ‘‘To sweep the 
mosque ; to keep it tidy and clean ; to cast out all: dust 
and filth from the mosque ; to burn incense in the mosque, 
especially to make the place fragrant with the aroma of 
the incense on Frideys—all thesé are acts which lead to: 
Paradise”. : {lon Majah) 


Moreover, the Holy Prophet {peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon. him) affirmed: ‘To clean out the dirt and 


7. 
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dust of the mosque is the mehr (4+) (the consideration 
paid for the marriage contract) of a pretty-eyed Houri”, 
{Tabrant) 


Go to the mosque in a state of fear and trepidation, Say 
‘Aasalamo ‘Alaikum’ (peace be on you) on entering the 
mosque. Sit down quietly and pray in such 8 manner that 
your heart shouid be filled with the awe of the Greatness 
and Glory of God. Those who enter the mosque laughing 
and ‘talking are careless and impudent. The hearts of 
such people are devoid of the fear of God. Some people in 
their bid to join the congregation before they lose any 
Rak‘ah rush forward into the mosque. This act is contrary 
to the shnotity of the mosque. Whether you are able to 
join the ‘Rak‘ah’ or not, walk in the mosque with poiso, 
dignity and in humility ; avoid hurried movement, 


Sit down in the mosque in peace and avoid worldly talk, 


’ To shout or make a noise, to cut jokes and raise laughter, to 


discuss bazar rates, to comment on the world affairs or to 
strike business deals in the mosque is a sacrilege. Mosque 
is a place of Divine Worship ; use it for the purpose of 
offering devotions to God only. 


Do not take such small children with you in the mosque 
who have not yet attained awareness of the sanctity of the 
mosque lest they should discharge urine, defecate or spit 
in the mosque. 

Do not use the mosque asa thoroughfare. On entering 
the gate of the mosque it becomes obligatory upon you to 
say prayers, or sit down and enguge in the remembrance of 
God or recite the Holy Qur'an. 


If you lose something somewhere else, do not make an 
announcement of your loss from the mosque. Whenever 
someone made such an announcement in the mosque of the 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
‘wes offended and used to remark : 
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we Fee bee Hy BD 
aes He tay Y 
La radd-al-lahu ‘alaika déallataka, 
_“May God restore not the lost thing to thee |" 

On entering the mosque put your right step in and say 
‘peace and blessings of Allah be on the Holy Prophet’ and 
then say the following prayer. The Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : “Whenever 
any of you enters the mosque, he should say ‘peace and 
blessings of Allah be on the Holy Prophet’ and then say 


.this prayer : 


a oa er er ar 7S 


» Eee Styl Daal ll 


Allahumm-afiah li abwaba rahmatika, 
“OQ God! Open the gates of Thy Mercy for me”, 
: (Muslim) 
After entering the mosque, say two Rak‘ah’ of 
aupererogatory prayers. These two-Rak‘ah are described 


‘by the term dma! dai ‘Tahiyyat ul-Masjid’. Similarly, 


whenever you return from journey, go first to the mosque 
and say two Rak‘ah of supererogatory prayers and then 
proceed to yout house. On return from journey, the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
used to go first to the mosque and offered supererogatory 
prayers and afterwards proceeded home. , 

On coming out of the. mosque, put your left step out and 
say this prayer: ; 

: rt P3eae og 645~ 


7 then, Eas oy ali Gi 


'. Alabemma innt os'aluka min fodliba. 
“OQ God 1 I seek your Favour and Blessings”. 
(Muslin) 
{ 


Mz 


13. Maintain a regular system of announcing the prayer-call 
and holding a congregation for the saying of prayers. 
Appoint only such persons as announcers of the prayer-oall 
or Imam es are on the whole better than others in their - 
devotion to religion and possess superior morals. If 
possible try to appoint those people as Mu’adhdhins and 
Imams who demand no honorarium for their services and 
are willing to discharge these duties voluntarily in antici- 
pation of the reward in the Hereafter. 


14, Say this prayer after hearing the prayer-call, The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
observed: ‘The man who after hearing the announcement 
of the prayer-call offers the following prayer will thereby 
acquire aright over me to say prayer for him on the Day 
of Doom”. (Mishkat) 

08 1 Be Baye 


oh a isles; eal aan ode wy pel 


Oe FO ut wet Boe oot oe ae 


Utes ately ind ily Cally Uy gh 


Fog CO wt Few we oO dee FEOr ew o west 
ut! ea Aclis LE j sly aie 9 CU slo gern 


Pe a ee 


4 all ee Y or 


Allahumma rabba hadhih-id-da'-wat-it-tdammati w-as- 
salat.il-q@imati aati Muhammada-nil-wasilata w-al- 
fadilata . wad-darajat-ar-raft'ata wab‘athhu magdinam- 
Mahinuda-nil-ladhi wa‘adtahu warzuqna shafa‘atahu 
yaum-al-giydmats innate 1a tukhlif-ul-mi‘ad, 

“God !..Tho Possessor of this Perfect Call and this 
Congregation standing for Prayer! Grant Muhammad 
(peace and blessings be upon him) thy Friendship, Grace 
and Excellence and appoint him to that exalted state the 
promise.of which Thou gave him and grant us the favour 
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of Muhammad's (peace be upon him) intercession with Thee 
on our behalf. Undoubtedly Thou never take back Thy 
promises”’. 


When the Mu’adhdhin is announcing the prayer-call, Tepeat 


hia utterances after him. However, when he says 


er ath ye Fe 

Sahel Je —Hayya ‘alassalah and cH! Le Co —Hayya 
a Sr oe 

‘alal falah say in reply pela! Jol ab Ybasi Yo dye Y—zg 

haula wala quwwata ilia billahil ‘aliyyil‘azim!, In the 

course of announcing the call for dawn prayers when the 


id Ben Stew 
Mu'addhin says ps! ce et Spball—Assalatu khairum 
min-annaum. (Prayer is better than sleep) say these words 


in reply WES 5 EF50"—Sadagta wabararta, (You spoke 
true and good). 


gama-tissalah say these words in reply ‘G—[sl9 eT) Ga Gh 
—Agama-hallahu wa adamaha. (May God preserve him for 

ever). 

The women should say their prayers in the home instead 

of going to the mosque. On one occasion the wife of 

Hadrat Abu Humaid Sa‘adi (God be pleased with them) 

submitted : ‘O Prophet of God (peace and blessings of 

Allah be upon you)! I oberish a great desire to say. 

prayers in your company”. The Holy Prophet (peace and 

blessings of Allah: be upon him) observed: “I am aware 

of your eagerness. But it is better for you to say prayers 

in your room than in the verandah outside your room and . 
saying prayers in the verandah of your house is better for 

you than saying prayers in the courtyard of your home”. : 


However, the women should try their best to supply 
the need of the mosque. They should arrange the supply 


1. There is no power end might but af Allah the Exalted, tho Magnificent, 
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of water, mats, incense and perfumes and other articles of 
use to the mosques and should cherish feelings of deep 
attachment to the mosque in their hearts. 


Take grown up children with you to the mosque, Mothers 
ought to porsuade their children to go to the mosque so 
that they may develop eagerness and enthusiasm for 
prayers. Show tenderness, love and affection to children 
in the mosque. If they commit any wrong or an act of 
mischief, do not rebuke or bully them. Make them under- 
stand the proper etiquettes with love and affection and 
instruct them to perform good deeds. 


Etiquettes of 
Saying Prayers 


1. Observe perfect cleanliness and purity for the purpose of 
saying the prayers. Brush your teeth also when Performing 
ablutions, The Prophet of God (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) affirmed : “The distinctive mark of 
the members of my Ummah on the Doomaday will be that 
their brows and organs of sblution will be glowing with 
the radiance of Divine Light. Hence it is Open to every. 
one to enhance his share of the Divine Light as much os 
he wants”. i 


2, Put on clean, neat, reepeotable civilized and proper dress 
for observing prayers. The Holy Qur'an affirms z 
On OF oO CS awe PIP war ony 
amet Fie 5 Aye pa go 
oo le - - = 
Ya bani ddama khudhia ztnatakum ‘inda kulli masjidin, 
“*O sons of Adam! Adorn yourself Properly at each 
hour of prayer.” 
3. Be punctual in the observance of prayers, 


sent we we ote oe oon os 


s 
» Ushi ya US yea$S) fo Cas” 5 ghall ol 
Innassalata kanat ‘alalmu'minina kitaban maugqita, 


The prayer has been made obligatory for the believers 
to be observed at prescribed: hours. Hadrat ‘Abdullah b, 
Mas‘ud (God be pleased with him) once aubmitted to the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) ; 
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“O Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
you) ! Which deed is the most favourite one to God”. The 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings.of Allah be upon him) 
replied : ‘To say prayer at ‘the proper hour”. Furthermore, 
the Holy Prephet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) observed : “God has made five prayers obligatory. 
A person who after performing ablutions carefully observes 
these prayers in perfect humility at their proper hours 
acquires a right of salvation by God ; but he who neglected 
these prayers has no right to anticipate forgivencsa and 
salvation by God. In this case, itis entirely up to the 
Will of God to forgive him or to punish him” (Malik) 


Always say your prayera in congregation. At times when 
you miss the congregation for any reason, try to say the 
obligatory (Fard) prayers in a mosque. However, offering 
of Sunnat! prayers is permissible at home also. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) has 
observed : “The person who joins the congregation for 
prayer at the starti.e. first Takbir for forty days at a 
stretch is secured from the torments of Hell as well as from 
the evil of discord”. (Tirmidhi) 


In addition to this, the Holy Prophet (peace and bless- 
ings of Allah be upon him) also affirmed: “If the people 
become aware of the rewards and blessings of offering 
prayera in a congregation, they would hasten to join tho 
congregation for prayer despite a thousand hinderances. 
The first row of a congregation for prayer is like the 
row of angels. It is better for two men to offer prayers 
together than separately. The larger the congregation the 
dearer it is to God”’. (Aba Dawud) 


= 


5. Say prayers in peace. Perform bows (Ruku’) and prostra- 
tions (Sajde) calmly, Rising from a bow, stand straight 
with ease and then go into prostration. Keep a suitable 


Prayers that are not obligatory (Fard ) but supererogatory offered by 
_.-.,the Holy Prophet puuctually aad without fail. 


wn? 


interval between two prostrations and in this interval, say 
the following prayer : 
ede 6 ww ede oe Oo Oto ee 80 eo Bie 


ils ile s daly aly Gerviy dA ce 
ofl yh 


Allahumm-aghfir lt warkamnt wahdint wajburnt wa ‘afint 
warzugnt. (Abi Dawud) 


“OQ God, forgive me, be merciful to me, set me on the 
right path, remove my misery, grant me peace and 
provide for my sustenance.” 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has observed : ‘The person who observes prayer 
properly, the prayer itself blesses him with good wishes 
in these words ‘May God protect thee in the same manner 
in which thou took care of me”. 

‘And the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) also affirmed : “The worst form of theft is the 
theft of prayer”. The people submitted : O Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon you) ! How can one 
commit a theft in prayer”. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) answered: “By skipping 
over the complete performance of bows and prostrations”. 


. Start making preparations for the prayer at once on 


hearing the call. Perform ablutions and reach the mosque 
well before time. Sit down quietly in the line and wait for 
the congregation to form. It is symbolic of hypocrites to 
be sluggish, to tarry and go for the prayers in a languid 
manner after hearing the prayer-call. 

Announce the prayer-call with eagerness and zest. A person 
askéd the Holy. Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon) him : ‘0 Prophet. of God (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon you)! Tell me deed that can lead me to 
Paradise’. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) observed: ‘Announce the call for 
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prayer”, The Prophet (peace and blessings of- Allah be 
upon him) further affirmed : “Within the extent to which 
the call of the Muw’adhdhin reaches each man who hears 
the call will bear: witness in favour of the Mu’adhdhin 
on the Day of Judgement. A shepherd who grazes his 
flock in the pasture and pronounces the call in a loud 
voice at the fixed hour, all things within the radius of the 
area in which his voice vibrates will stand testimony in 
his favour on the Day of Judgement”, (Bukhari) 


. If you are acting as an Imam, discharge your functions in 


relation to the saying of prayer in accordance with all the 
manners and rules prescribed by religion. Keep in view 
the interests of the congregation and perform your duty 
as 4 leader well, The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allsh be upon him) affirmed : ‘‘The Imams who lead the 
congregation in prayer in 6 Proper manner and entertain 
& high sense of personal responsibility for the good 
performance of worship by members of their congregation 
will obtain reward for the prayers of their congregation: 
also. The Imam’s reward in this case will be equal to the 
combined reward of the congregation. However, the 
teward and virtue of the members of the congregation is 
not curtailed thereby”. {Tabrani) 


Say your prayers. with humility in such a state that the 
heart should be filled with a sense of awe of the Greatness 
and Glory of God and your entire being should be 
overwhelmed with trepidation and solemnity. It is a 
great sacrilege to make unnecessary movemonts of hand 
and foot, scratching any part of the body, to pass fingers 
through the beard, to plug the nose with a finger or to 
fold up your dress. Take the utmost care to avoid such 
actions, 


Seck to gain nearness to God through prayers, Say prayers 
in such a atate of mind as if you are in the presence of 
God or at least be mindful that God is watching you. 
The Holy Prophet (peave and blessings of Allah be upon 
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him) observed : 
“The bondman is nearest to God at the moment when 
he is lying in prostration before Him. Hence while you 


&re performing the act of prostration, pray fervently.” * 
(Muslim) 


Say prayers with eagerness and zest. The formal obsery- 
ance of prayers es if prayer were a burden or a compulsion 
is"no genuine form of worship. Having said prayers of 
one time, look forward to the next hour of prayers with 
eagerness and fervour. One day after having offered the 


-Maghrib prayers, some people stayed waiting for the hour 


of ‘Isha prayers. Presently, the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) arrived with such hurried 
steps that he (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
was panting for breath. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : “O people i 
Be happy, your Lord opened 9 gate of the heavens and 
showed your view to His angels and said with pride: 
‘Look. my devotees have finished one prayer and are 
awaiting the next hour of worship’.” (Ibn Majah) 
Do not say prayers in hurried manner with a sense of 
‘Let us get over with it’, like the careless and carefree 
persons, Remember God with a sineere heart and say 
Prayers with complete devotion and a solemn awareness 
of duty and direct your heart, mind, feelings, passions, 
thoughts and ideas to converge on God. Prayer, in order 
to become a genuine form of worship, must. contain 
remembrance of God. The prayer of the hypocrites is 
always devoid of the remembrance of the Lord. 


Discharge the duty enjoined upon you by prayer even after 
the prayer and manage your whole life in.such a ‘manner - 
that it should fully reflect the injunctions contained in the 
prayere. The Holy Qur’an affirms: ‘Prayer serves as a 
deterrent to immorality and contumacy’. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) eluci- 
dated the same point through @ deeply impressive simile : 
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The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) shook a dry braneh of a tree briskly so that all the 
leaves of the branch fell off. Thereupon the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah bo upon him) observed ; 
“The sins of those who say Prayers drop off as the leaves 
of this dry branch fel! off”. Afterwards the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) recited this 
verse of the Holy Qur'an : 


wore F 6s oe wer ee 


vod 8 ae 
Sheed OF I ye G5 4g SY! Gob 5 Lal pls 


ie. pe Sous oy ee 
INVE Syn, SHU 653 ONS Ole Gad, 


Wa agimissalata tarafayinnakari wa zulafan min-allail. 
Innal hasanati yudh-hibnaseayyiati. Dhalika dhikrd 
lidhdhakirin. “ (11 ;: 114) 


“Establish worship at the two ends of the day and 
in some watches of the night. Lo! good deeds annul ill 
deeds, This is a reminder for the mindful”. 


Roecite, the Qur’an slowly in the course of prayers and 
observe other’ narrations of the prayer at a slow pace 
with careful attention and devotion of heart and mind. 
The practice of reciting the Qur’an and saying other 
words of the prayer with understanding augments your 
fervour and the prayer then attains the form of genuine 
worship. 


. Obsorve prayers regularly and don’t “éver miss any prayer. 


It is the basic attribute of the believors to be regular and 
punctual in observing prayers : 


eed oe 8 we pe Od wes 2 


» By patho Ue gs Gall GLAS 
YY cola 


Illal mussalinalladhina hum ‘ala salatihim datimin, ' 
(70 : 22.23) 
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‘Save worshippers. who are constant at their worship”. 


Alongwith regular observance of obligatory prayers, 
you should offer supererogatory worship and offer praises 
to God frequently. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessinga 
of Allsh be upon him) observed: ‘‘Any man who offers 
twelve Rak‘ahs (supererogatory prayers) during a period 
of day and night in addition to the five obligatory prayers, 
God ordains a dwelling to be built for thia man in 
Paradise”. (Muslim) 


Say your supererogatory prayers (Sunnan and Nawafil) off 
and on in your homes also.’ The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) has observed: “Offer 
some supererogatory prayers at home after saying obli- 
gatory prayers in the mosque. God shall bestow goodness 
in your homes as a reward for these prayers”. (Muslim). 
The Prophet of-God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) himself frequently offered Sunan and Newall, at 
home, 


When you set out from the house for dawn prayers, say 
this prayer ; 
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ves 
foram Grane. Nyy 

“Allahummaj‘al fi-qalbt niiran wa ft basart niiran wa 
fi sam't niran wa ‘an yamini niran wa ‘an shimalt 
niiran wamin khalfi nitran wa min amdmi naran waj‘al 
4 niiran wa fi‘asabl niran wa fi dami naran wa fi 
shart niiran wa fi lisani nitran wajal fi nafst niran 
wa atzim i niiran waj'alni niran wajal min faugt 
nitran wa min tahti niiran Allahumma a‘tini nia, 

ae (Hisn Hasien) 

0 God! Make Light in mine heart, Light in mine 
eye, Light in mine car, Light on my right, Light on my 
left, ‘Light above me, Light beneath me, Light before 
me, Light behind me, and make thou for me Light. 
Light in my tongue, Light in my sinews, Light in my 
flesh, Light in my blood, Light in mine hair, Light in my 
body, ‘Light in my soul and magnify for me Light 10 
God bestow upon me Light ! J 


When’ you have finished the performance of dawn and 
evening prayers, repeat the following prayer seven times 
before engaging in conversation. 


Se woe eae 
gud oe ol pe 
Allahumma ajirni minan nar. 

“O God ! Protect me from the Fire”. 


The Holy Prophet (poace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed : 


“After the dawn and evening prayers, repeat the 


“followitig prayer seven times before engaging in conver- 
- sation. If perchance you die in the course of that day 


or night, you shall certainly be saved from Holl”. 
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20. After each prayer, repeat <i! jt.! Astaghfir ullah three 


2i. 


times and then say this prayer : 


ote F5ye 


Biali iG ef om) a 5 5 pat Cai pall 


tlt F sw 


Allahumma ant-assalamu wa mink-as-salamu tabarakta 
ya dhal-jalali wal-ikram. (Muslim) 


“Q God ! Thou art the peace and from Thee is the 
peace; Blessed art Thou, O Lord of Majesty and Glory. 


Hadrat Thauban (God be pleased with him) reports : 
“The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
ere 
upon him) used to repeat i! »4=.! (I seek forgiveness from 


Allah) three times after finishing each prayer and after- 
wards said thia prayer”. (Muslim) 


Observe proper care in keeping the linea straight for 
offermg the prayer in congregation. Keep the lines 
perfectly straight and stand shoulder to shoulder close 
to each other, leaving no space in between. Do not form 
lines in the rear unless the front lines are filled. On one 
oceasion in @ congregation for prayer, 8 man was standing 
in line in such a manner that the position of his chegt 
was inclined forward. On seeing the man standing in 
this fashion, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) warned : ‘‘O people of God ! you must 
stand in straight tines in a proper manner else God shall 
cause you to stand in opposite directions to each other’’ 
(Muslim, Vol. 1). On one ocession, the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : “Any. man 
who arranges the line in a formation, God shall bestow 
Grace on him ; and any man who causes disarray in the 
line, God shall cause him to suffer chaos”. 

(4b& Dawid, Vol. D 
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22. The line of the children must be formed behind the lines 
of men, Do not let the children stand with their elders, 
However, in the ‘Idgah, where certain difficulties might 
be faced or where the possibility of the loss of children 
exists, there is no need to send the children to form lines 
in the rear, Makethem stand with you. The lines of 
women should be formed either at the farthest rear or 
separately if a separate enclosure has been built in the 
mosque for women. Similarly, in the ‘Idgah make separate 
arrangements for the congregation of women, 


1. 
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Etiquettes of 
Reciting the Qur’an 


Recite the Holy Qur'an with eagerness and fervour and 
put all your heart and soul in the recitation, Be sure 
that love of the Qur’an means love of God. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Alleah be upon him) 
affirmed: ‘The best form of worship for my followers ia 
recitation of the Qur’an”. 

Engage yourself in the recitation of the Qur’an most of 
the time and never feel weary of reciting the Holy Book. 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) has affirmed: “God has ordained that any man 
who engages himself in the recitation of Qur’an so cons. 
tantly that he finds no time to send prayers to me, I 
shall provide him more without asking than those who 
ask”. (Tirmidht) Further than this, the Prophet of 
God {peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : 
“The servant gets nearest unto God by ‘means of reciting 
the Qur'an. (Tirmidht) Instructing the people to recite 
the Holy Qur’dn, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) also observed: ‘‘The man who 
has studied the Qur’an and recites it daily can be likened 
to a basket full of musk whose sweet smell is making the 
whole atmosphere fragrant. And the man who has studied 
the Qur'an but does not recite it may be likened to & 
bottle full of musk whose mouth has been. sealed with a 
stopper”. _ (Pirmidht) 


. Recite the Qur'an with the sole motive of seeking 


guidance. Do not recite the Holy Book for the sake of 
135 rae 
£ 
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gaining popularity, or establishmg a reputation for good, 
harmonious recitation or making a name for piety. Theso 
are base motives and he who recites the Qur’dn with these 
motives in mind can obtain no guidance from the Qur’an. 

4, Take care to be complotely neat and clean before you sit 
down for recitation. Do not touch the Holy Book without 
performing ablution and recite it sitting in & eloan and 
tidy place. 

5. Sit cross-legged with your face towards tho Qiblah and 
recite the Qur’dan with your head bowed, with utmost 
care, complete attention, eagerness of heart and in a pro- 
per manner, God affirms : 


PS 2 ee ostee Beet ote S1t ete Hw 
ceeanren Wired Sale est al coh 


74 Gon. ia ist 


Kitabun unzalnahu ilaika mubdrakun liyaddabbart 
ayatiht wa liyatadhakkara ulul-albab. (38 : 29) 


“(This is) a scripture that We have revealed unto 
theo, full of blessing, that they may ponder its revelations, 
and that men of understanding may get guidance from it’’. 


6, As far as possible recite the Qur’an in a clear and distinct 
manner and. read the letters correctly and utter the syll- 
ables in proper style and recite slowly. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : 
“Use your voice and style to recite the Qur’an in the 
best manner”. (Abu Dawud) 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) used to recite each word in a clear and distinct 
manner and read each verse separately. 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) affirmed : 


“He who recites the Qur’dn will be teld on the Day of 
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Judgement”. Recite the Qur'an now in tho same clear and 
distinct manner and in the same harmonious style in 
which you used to recite it with care and Propriety in the 
world and as a reward for the recitation of each verse you 
shall be elevated one degree higher and your ultimate 
place is near the end of the final verse’. (Tirmidhi) 


+ Do not recite in an extremely loud ‘or very low voice, 


Keep your voice at a medium pitch. God ordains g 


wee nee esd wee Oe ee ne 


UB Ss ay yy HY, IS, 555 


V6 el ga. ye 


Wa la tajhar bisalatika wa la tukhafit biha wabdtaghi 
baina dhalika sabila. (77 : 110) 


“Be not loud voiced in thy prayer nor too low voiced 
but follow a way between”, 
Recite the Qur'an whenever you find time, but do try to 
recite Qur’an in the course of Tahajjud prayer at dawn, 
This recitation of the Qur’an entails the reward of highest 
degree and it should be the aspiration of the true 
believers to attain the apex of excellence in reward for 
recitation. 


. Do not complete the reading of the whole of the Holy 


Qur’an in less than three days. The Holy Prophet (peac:: 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed: ‘He who 
completes the recitation of the full text of the Qur’an in 
less than three days does not understand the meanings of 
the Qur’an at all’. ; 

Keep im mind the glory and value of the Qur’an and 
as you observe the etiquette of keeping your person neat 
and clean while reciting the Qur’in, so also you muat 
purge your heart of evil thoughts, wicked passions and 
impure purposes, The heart that is tainted with evil and 
wicked thoughts and passions cannot eppreciate and admire 


nH. 
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the glory and value of the Holy Qur’an, nor can the bearer 
of such an evil heart grasp the meavings and realities of 
the Qur'an, Hadrat ‘Ikrama (God be pleased with him), 
whenever he opened the Qur’an, he often fainted. He used 
to say: ‘Those are the words of my Great and Glorious 
Lord”. 


Rocite the Qur'an with the conviction that on this earth this 
Book is the only source of guidance for mankind. Meditate 
and reflect deeply over the meanings of the Qur’in from 
this viewpoint and try to grasp the realities and learh the 
wisdom contained in this Book. Do not recite it rapidly 
but form the habit of reading slowly, distinctly and with 
careful understanding of the meanings and try t ponder 
over the message conveyed tous. Hadrat ‘Abdulloh b, 
‘Abbas (God be pleased with him) often remarked: “I 
considor it far better to recite small Surahs like ‘Al-Qari‘ah’ 
and ‘Al-Qadr’ with understanding and care than to read 
through the longer Surahs of ‘Al-Baqarah’ and ‘Ali-‘Imran’ 
at a rapid pace without careful understanding of the mean- 
ings of the words, The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) once rocited this one verso over and 
over again all through the night. 


nS a ee ed se eee 


cil wots rt! wad ol 9 dole pil pels 


, 
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In taadhdhibhum fa-innahum ‘ibdduka wa in taghfir 
lahum fa-innaka ant-al-‘aziz-ul-Hakim. {6 : 118) 

“Jf Thou punisheth them, Lo! they are Thy slaves, 
and if Thou forgiveth them, Lo ! Thou only Thou art the 
Mighty, the Wise”. 

Recite the Qur'an with full determination to adapt your 
life to the injunctions of this Holy Book and to reform 
the pattern of your living in the light of the guidance 
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provided by it. Make constant endeavours to order your 
life in conformity with the Qur’anic injunctions and purge 
your life of all impurities. The Holy Qur'an like a mirror 
will clearly reflect each blot and spot on your character. 
It is entirely your own responsibility to wash off these 
blots and stains.from your life. 

Feol the full impact of the verses during recitation of the 
Holy Qur’én. Rejoice and feel happy on reading about 
the narrations of Divine Mercy, Forgiveness and the Ever- 
lasting bounties of Paradise, And on reading about the 
narrations of the wrath, anger and the terrific punishments 
of Hell yous,body should tremble, eyes should flow and the 
heart should melt with the sentiments of repentance and 
shame. Your face should glow with the light of happiness 
on reading about the successes of the pious and faithful 
people and you should be seized with deep sorrow on read- 
ing about the destruction of nations. The study of verses 
containing watnings and forebodings of torments should 
make you tremble and your soul should be filled to the brim 
with the sentiments of gratitude on reading the verses 
which bear glad tidings. 


After reciting the Holy Qut’an offer a prayer. The words 
of one of the prayors offered by Hadrat ‘Umar (God be 
pleased with him) are as follows : 


- tee 2 ob. ote ose Saye 


ES 5 oui esky Le lly 0) pel 


we fee ee ed er oes 


datlae dash he LU pcll, cad pels 


Pee Oe ee te WE See note 
wb ad IS de abil Ct cai balk SE, 


Allahummarzuqnit-tafakkura wat-tadabbura bimd yat- 
lihu lisdnt min kilabika wal-fakma lahid-wal ma'rifata 
bimaanthi wan-nazara fi ‘aja ibihi wal‘amala bidhalika 
ma bagiie innaka ‘ald kulli shai’in gadir, 
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“God! Whatever my tongue recites from Thy Book, 
grant me the favour to reflect upon it. God ! bestow upon 
me the understanding of it. Vouchsafe to me the knowl- 
edge of its meaning, and spirit, and the vision to see its 
niceties. Grant me the favour to act according to its 
injunctions as long ds I live. Your Boing is without doubt 
Omnipotent”. 


Etiquettes of 
Friday 


1. Take full measures to clean and purify yourself on Fridays. 
Bathe and adorn yourself in the best possible manner. 


Hadrat ‘Abdullah b. ‘Umar (God be pleased with him) 
reports that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 


be upon him) obserPed : “Tho Person who comes to offer 
Prayers in the Friday congregation should bathe himself, 
first”, (Bukhari, Muslim) 


According to the statement of Hadrat Abu Huraira 
(God be pleased with him), the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allab be upon him) observed : “Every Muslim 
owes duty to God that he should take bath every week and 
wash his hoad and body”. 


Hadrat Abu Sa‘id (God be Pleased with him) relates 
that the Prophet of God (peace'and blessings of Allah bo 
upon him) observed: It it obligatory upon every adult 
youth to take bath on Friday and to brush the teeth and 
use porfume if available”. (Bukhari, Muslim) 


Hadrat Salman (God be Pleased with him) states 
that the Holy Prophet (peace and belssings of Allah be 
upon him) affirmed : “Any man who bathes on Friday and 
takes full care to keep himself neat and clean and uses hair 
oil and perfume and then reaches the mosque just after 
mid-day and does not part two men sitting ina line in the 
mosque and then offers the prayer which God had decreed 
to him and afterwards listens to the sermon seated calmly 
when the Imam ascends the pulpit, God shall pardon ali 
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the sins committed by him during the interval between this 
Fridsy and the preceding one”. (Bukhari) 

. Take eare to perform good deeds on Friday such a8 most 
frequent remembrance of God, recitation of the Holy 
Qur'an, prayer, Sadaga, charity, enquiring after the wolfare 
of the sick, joining the funerals, visit to the graveyard and 
other pious acts. 

Hardat Abu Huraira (God be pleased with him) reporte 
that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) observed : 

“Phe most important day that ever dawned is the 
Friday. It was on this day that Adam (peace be upon 
him) was created and on this day ho was admitted to 
Paradise and it was on Friday when he was expelled from 
there (and was appointed the vicogeront, of God) and it is 
on this day that the Doom will descend”. (Muslim) 

Hardat Abu Sa‘id Khudri (God be pleased with him, 
reports that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) observed: ‘There are five auch acts that 
ifa man shall perform them in the course of a single day, 
God shall write his name among those destined to enter 
Paradise, These acts are : 

1. To enquire after the welfare of the sick. 

2. To join @ funeral. 


8. To keep o fast. 

4, To offer Friday Prayer. 

5. To emancipate a slave. (Ibn Hibban) 
- It is evident that the performance of all these five acts 
together is possible only on a Friday. 

‘In another tradition Hadrat Abu Sa‘id Khudri reports 
that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed : “Any man who recites Surah Kahf on 
Friday, a radiant light will glow for him in the space 
between two Fridays”. (Nasa’s) 
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And Hadrat Abu Huraira (God be pleased with him 
states that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) observed : “Seventy thousand angels beg 
merey for the man who recites Surah Ad-Dukhen on Friday 
night and all of his sins are pardon ied {Tirmidh?) 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has affirmed: “There is @ cortain blessed mom- 
ent in the course # a Friday that any prayer said in by, 
& believer is accepted by the Almighty”. (Bukhari) 

Which blessed moment is this 2 The opinion of the 
‘Ulama is at variance on this point, because of the reason 
that traditions mention different times in this respect. 
However, the ‘Ulama agree that two statements are more 
correct than the others. According to one statement, the 
intervening time from the moment the preacher ascends 
the pulpit to deliver the sermon to the end of the prayers 
is the most propitious one. Another version holds that 
blessed moment is the end of Friday when the sun is 
about to set in the horizon. It is advisable, therefore, 
that you should pass both the times in offering prayers and 
supplications in utter humility and reverence to the Lord. 
It is better to add the following prayer with your other 
prayers 


ede we we Ow ww eee Sot tte ote Bho 
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Allahumma anta rabbi 1a ilaha ila anta khalagtani wo 
and ‘abduka wa ana ‘ala ‘ahdika wa wa'dika mas-tata'u 


aba’u lake bini’matile ‘alayya ua abu'u bidhanbt 
faghfirlt fainnaha la yaghfir-udh-dhunaba illa anta 
a'udhu bike min sharri ma sana‘tu. (Bukhart, Nasa’i) 
“God! You. are my Lord. There is no deity except 
You. You created me. Iam Your servant and I hold firm 
to my promise and allegiance to You as far as lies in my 
power. I acknowledge all the bounties and favours that You 
have conforred on me. I confess my sin ; forgive me, for 
there is no one else except You Who has the power to grant 
Pardon for sins and I beseéch protection against the evil 
effects of my own sins”. (Bukhari, Nasa’i’ 


Observe Friday, prayers according to all the prescribed 
etiquettes, Friday prayer is obligatory upon every adult, 
healthy, resident and sane Muslim male, If there be two 
men beside the Imam present at @ place, the Friday prayer 
must be offered. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) observed : 


“The people ought not to miss Friday prayer under eny 
ciroumstance or else God shall seal their hearta (and having 
been denied Divine Guidance) they will become one with 
those who aro forgetful (of Religion)”. (Muslim) 

According to the testimony of Hadrat Abu Huraira 
(God be pleased with him), the Prophot of God (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) affirmed: ‘Any man who 
comes to the mosque for saying the Fridey prayer after 
bathing and washing himself clean and thon offers ‘Sunnah’ 
prayers which God had decreed and then sits quietly till 
the end listening to the sermon of the Imam and afterwards 
offers obligatory prayers with the Imam, God shall grant 
him pardon for the sins which he committed between the 
preceding Friday and this one and the sins committed till 
three days before’’. 

Hadrat Yazid b. Maryam (God be pleased with him) 
relates: “I was going to offer Friday prayers when I 
chanced to meet Hadrat ‘Abaya b. Rifa‘ah (God be pleased 
with him) on the way. He asked me; Where are you 
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going 1” I said : Iam going to offer Friday prayers. Hadrat 

‘Abaya (God be pleased with him) remarked: ‘‘l congra- 

tulate you. Every step you move, you move on the path 

leading towards Allah”. The Holy Prophet (peace and 

blessings of Allah be upon him) affirmed : ‘‘Fire is mado” 
unlawful for the man whose feet are soiled with dust while 

walking aolng the path of God”. 


. Hasten towards the mosque the moment you hear the call 
for Friday prayer. Close your business and stop your 
other activities at ouce. Listen to the sermon and say 
prayers with perfect devotion. Resume your business a8 
soon as tho Friday prayer is over. The Holy Qur’an 
affirms : 

~ ase ° 
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Ya-ayyu-halladhina amani idha nidiya lis-salati min 
yaumil jum‘ati fasau ila dhikrillaht wadhar-ul-bat‘a 
dhatikum thairullakum in kuntum talamitn, Faidha 
qudiatissalatu fantashiré: filardi wabtaghit min fadlillaht 
wadhkur-ul laha kathiran-la’allakum tuflihiin. 

7 (Al-Jumah : 9-10) 


“QO ye who believe! When the call is heard for the 
prayer.of the day of congregation hasten unto remembrance 
of Allah and leave your trading. Thatis better for you 
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if ye did but know. And when the prayer is ended, then 
disperse in the land and seek of Allah’s bounty, and 
remember Allah much, that ye may be successful”. 


These verses contain the following injunctions for the 
true believers : 
A true believer should offer Friday prayers with complete 
devotion and fall awareness of all ‘the etiquettes of this 
prayer. He should stop all other engagements on hearing 
the prayer-call and hasten towards the mosque. 
It is unlawful for th true believer to carry on business 
or to engage in other worldly interests after hearing the 
announcement of the prayer-cal] and thus having forsaken 
the memory of God to turn into a world-loving creature, 


. The secret of 8 pious man’s salvation lies in his living 


as a servant and slave of God in this world. Whenever 
the call of God reaches him, he should, as a devoted and 
obedient servant forsake all interests and set aside all 
worldly advantages and rush to respond to the call of 
his, Master. Ho should proclaim by deed that the sacrifice 
of worldly advantage for the sake of fulfilling the demands 
of religion does not signify ruin and failure. On the other 
hand, destruction and failure lies in transgressing the 
pounds of religion in his lust for gaining worldly interests. 


. The theory of renouncing the world altogether is fajla- 


cious. Man should not be so much immersed in spiritual 
pursuits that he should become incapable of dealing with 
worldly affairs. The Holy Qur'an, in fact, enjoins upon 
the faithful to disperse on the earth as soon as the 
prayer ia over and to take full advantage of all the 
resources and means of livelihood that God has provided 
on the earth. The Qur’an affirms that the pious should 
exert all their energies and employ all faculties in the 
‘Dusiness of earning their share of the subsistence provided 
by God. It is not proper for a true believer to be depen- 
dant on others for his_needs, nor is i¢ advisable for him 
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to neglect his duty of providing for the needs of his depen- 
dants and to cause them suffering and dismay. 


. The final important injunction is that the true believer 
should not be engrossed in worldly affairs so deeply that 
he should forget God. Ho should remember under all. 
circumstances that the real gain and essence of his life ie 
the remembrance of God. Hadrat Sa‘id b. Jubair (God be 
merciful to him) remarks: ‘The remembrance of God 
does not only consist in announcing the greatness of Allah 
or uttering praises of God. 


All those sre engaged in the remembrance of God 
who are busy ordering their lives in conformity with the 
Commands of God’’, 


Make an effort to reach the mosque for the Friday 
prayer as soon as possible and try to get a seat for yourself 
in front line by arriving early. 


According to the statement of Abi’ Huraira (God be 
pleased with him), the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) observed: “Any man who bathes 
himself and washes his whole body to cleanse it of all 
impurities and then reaches the moeque first is like the 
person who offers the sacrifice of one camel, and “he who 
arrives next to him is like the person who sacrifices one 
cow (or buffalo) and the one who reaches in the third place 
is like a person who offers the sacrifice of horned rem. 
Coming next to him ie like s person who gives away as it 
wore, one egg in the way of God. Later when the Imam 
comes forward to deliver the sermon, the angels leave the 
gate of the mosque and come over to sit in the mosque to 
hear the sermon and say the prayers”. (Bukhdri, Muslim) 


Hadrat ‘Irbad b. Saris (God be pleased with him) 
states: ‘‘The Holy (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) used to in’ meroy of God three times 
upon those who formed the first line and only once upon 
those who were in the secénd line”. (Jin Majah, Nasd’s) 
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And Hadrat Abi Huraira (God be pleased with him) 
observes: ‘‘The people do not know tho high degree of 
reward and blossings reserved for tho peoplo who form the 
first line of prayer. If they know it, they would start 
drawing lots for tho priviloge of joining tho first line”. 

(Bukhart, Mustim) 


. Offer your Friday prayers in a congregational mosque, 
Take your seat wherever it is available. Do not jump over 
people’s heads and shoulders in an effort to get a aeat in 
front. This causes considerable mental and physical dis- 
comfort to the people, disturbs their peace of mind and 
devotion and diverts their attention, 


Hadrat ‘Abdullah b. ‘Abbas relates that the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
observed : 

“The person who retreats from tho first line of prayer 
and stands in the second line with the intention that his 
brother Muslim may suffer no inconvenience, God will 
grant such man reward and blessing twice as much as to 
people in the first line’. (Tabrant) 

Hadrat Salman (God be pleased with him) reports 
that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings. of Allah be 
upon him) affirmed: The person who bathes himself on 
Friday and cleanses and purifies himself as much as he 
can, and then uses oi! and applies perfume and reaches 
the mosque just after mid-day and does not part two. 
men sitting together (in other words he does not commit 
tho error of jumping over the heads and shoulders of 
people, or making his way through the lines or sitting 
betwoon two men by pushing them apart, but sits down 
quietly’ Wherever he finds room) and offers prayer and 
Suunah which God had decreed upon him. and afterwards 
listens quietly to the sermon when the Imam takes the 
pulpit, God will pardon ail.his sins which he committed 
during the period between that Friday and the preceding 
one” { Bukhari) 
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7. The sermon should be brief as compared to the prayer. 
The sermon in fact is meant to induco people to offer 
devotions and worship to God, while prayer is not only 
worship in itself, but the best worship. Hence it is in no 
way proper to prolong the sermon and go through the 
prayer quickly in a shorter period of time. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and bleasings of Allah be upon him) 
observed : 

“To prolong the prayer and deliver a brief sermom is 
an attribute of the wise preacher. Hence say prayers for 


8 longer period of time and make the sermon brief”. 
(Muslim) 


8, Listen to the sermon in silence and rapt attention, and 
with devotion, eagerness and in a receptive mood. Make 
up your mind with all sincerety to act upon the injunctions 
of God and His Messenger (peace ‘and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) that you have come to know through the 
sermon. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
he upon him) has affirmed : 


“The man who bathes and comes to offer Friday 
worship and says the prayer which God has destined for 
him and then sits quietly and listens to the sermon in rapt 
attention and with perfect devotion till the preacher has 
finished the sermon and afterward says obligatory prayer 
with the Imam, God shall pardon all his sins which he 
committed during the period between that Friday and the 
Preceding one and his sins even committed during three 
days before it’’. (Muslim) 


According to another traditipn : “Whon the Preacher 
comes forward to deliver thg sermon, then it is improper 
to say any prayer or engage in conversation”. 

9. ‘The second sermon must be delitered in Arabic. However, 
in the first sermon describe some injunctions of God and 
His Messenger (peace-and blessings of Allah be upon him), 
give somo advice, provide guidance and remember God in 
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the local Janguage of the participants of the congregation. 
"The sermons which the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) preached on Fridays reveal that 
the Preacher should provide advice and guidance to the 
Muslims in regard to the prevailing circumstances. This 
purpose can only be achieved if the preacher delivers his 
sermon to the congregation in the people’s own language. 
It is highly porpitious to recite Surah al-‘Alé and al- 
Ghashiya or Surah Munafigin and Surah al-Jum‘ah in the 
obligatory prayers on Fridsy as was the practice of the 
Holy Prophet. 
Make it essential to offer Darid as much as possible and 
pray for His peace and blessings upon the Holy Prophet 
on Fridays. The Holy Prophet (peace and bleasings of 
Allah be upon him) has observed : 

«“Reoite as much Darid for me as possible on Fridays. 
The angels join this ‘Darid’ prayer and Darad is presented 
tome. : (Ibn Majah) 


1, 


Etiquettes of 
Funeral Prayers 


Do join the funeral prayers. The funeral prayer is 
petition of merey for the deceased and this is a duty which 
everyone owes to the dead. If you fear the funeral prayer 
will be over by the time you have performed ablutions, 
then perform ‘Tayammum’ and join the prayers at once. 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) has observed: ‘Do say the funeral prayers. May 
be this prayer induces feelings of sorrow in you. A 
sorrowful man remains under the shadow of God and 
welcomes every pious deed”. (Hakim) 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) also affirmed : “The deceased whose funeral 
prayers are Offered by three lines of Muslims will certainly 
be admitted to Paradise’’. (4b@ Dawid) 


. At the time of saying funeral prayers, put the bier on the 


ground so that the head is towards the north, the feet 
towards the south and the fave of the dead is turned in the 
direction of the Qiblah . 


If you are leading the funeral prayer, atand facing the 
bosom of the dead. 


The number of lines ina funeral prayer must be odd. A 
single line would suffice if those present at the funeral 
prayer are few, but if there are enough prezent, fall in 
three. As the number of people increases, form more linea, 
yet the number of lines should be kept odd. 


' Make a fesolyé in your mind before starting the funeral 


prayer that you are aaying the funeral prayers to beg Mercy 
lai 
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from the Kind and Beneficent Lord for the deceased. The 
Imam aa well as the followers should make this reaolve. 


Whatever the Imam says in the funcral prayer, the follo- 
wors must repeat the same. The followers should not keep 
silent. However, the Imam should say Takbirs in a loug 
voice and the followers should repeat them in a low 
sound. . 


Say four Takbirs in the funeral prayer. Raise your hands 
up to tho ears while saying the first Takbir and then fold 
them on your abdomen and offer praise to God : 


ete twee @ SO Bee er we Oe oe ow Od 
Bae Sa y dled Dols y Here 9 ghd dln 


wee dwn Go mw 


Bb NY aed ge S 


Subhanakallahumma wa bihamdika wa tabarakasmuka 
wa ta‘ala jadduka wa jalla thana’uka wala ilaha ghairuk. 


“God | Thou art Pure and Supreme. High Praise and 
Thanksgiving is due to Thee. Thy Name is the Most 
Blessed one and the Bestower of Good. Thy Exaltednoss 
and Glory art Most High. Thy Praise is Great and there 
is no deity except Thee”. 


Now say the second Takbir, but do not raise your 
hands, nor make » motion of the head, At the end of the 
second Takbir, recite the ‘Darid’ : 


“e - oe * rn ee ie 
athe Ce ui eee de Le ai 
a * - * - 

ve SH ow © oe o® vie ew oe ow @ d- 
dee Lee ELI gota! dl de 9 pall be 
eee, nile te 8 Bee pee ow Be 


EX G CFL Hee Le aU all 
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sete 


en SP eee ee ee ee 
oda dee CL pol! St des tla! de 
Allahumma Salli ‘ald Muhammadin Wa ‘ala ali 
Muhammadin kama sallaite ‘ala Ibrahima wa-'ala-ali 
Ibrahima innaka Hamid-um-majtd, Allahumma barik 
‘ala. Muhammadin 1» ‘ald-ali Muhammadin kama 
barakta ‘ala Ibrahima wa-‘ala-ali Ibrahima innaka 
Hamidum-majid. 


“God : May Thy peace and blessings be upon 
Muhammad and his family, as Thou sent Thy peace and 
blessings upon Ibrahim and his family. Without doubt 
Thou possesseth the grestest attributes and art Most High. 
God! May Thy poace and blessings be upon Muhammad 
and his family, as Thou sent peace and blessings upon 
Ibrahim and his family. Without doubt Thou possesseth 
the greatest attributes and art Most High”. 


Now say the third Takbir without raising your hands 
and offer a prayer with preseribed supplication to beg mercy 
from the Lord for the dead. Finally, say the fourth 
‘Takbir and say ‘Salam’ turning the head to right and left. 


. If the deceased is an adult male or female, say this prayer 
after the third Takbir. 
waetewew owe oc e foe we te 0 6 Fhe 
Vp g Vytié y Vale ty y Ltd ae! rel 


BF went OF Be ee eee ee 


be Ll ot gpl ER GU S3 9 U Sy 


oer Beer © a en ee dd teow 
peeres) Ea 555 yy OLY de ali 
: , olay 


Alighummaghfir lihayyind wa mayyitind wa shahidina 
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‘wa gha’ibind wa saghirina wa kabirind wa dhakarind wa 
unthand. Allahwmma man-ahyaitahu minnad faahyihi 
‘alal-islam wa man tawaffaitahit minnad fatawaffahu‘alal- 
-iman, P 
“God! Show mercy to our living, to our dead, to 
those who are present with us here and to those who are 
not present, to our youngsters, to our elders, to our men 
and to our women. God! Whomsoever it pleases Thee to 
keep alive among us, keep him alive as faithful of Islam 
and upon whomsoever it pleases Thee to send death, let 
him die in faith”. 
If the deceased is a minor boy, say this prayer : 


SB 0d © bee os 80 oe Bane oo PO n8 Se 


hed y Wah LS abel bb. 5 LS Ler! gli! 


Bed EB ewe SOO 


wake g abl LS Qed 


Allahummaj‘athu land faratan waj‘alhu lana ajran we 
dhukhran waj‘athu lana shafi'an wa mushaffa'd. 


“God 1 Let this boy serve as a means of Thy grant of 
salvation to us and let him be a repository of our reward 
and welfare in tho eternal world and let him be our 
successful intercessor”. 


If the deceased ise minor girl, say this prayer. The 
meaning of this prayer is identical with the prayer offered 
for the boy. 


zs ee a8 ee Fe 


SUS We UT Gat, a ED leet eal 
Ce ee ee ee 


(eek y LE yet 


Allahummaj‘atha lana faratan waj‘alha land ajran wa 
dhukhran woj'athd land shaf'atan wa mushaffa‘atan. 
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9. Whiie going along with a funeral procession think over 
your own end and visualise that as you are proceeding to 
commit the deceased to earth, in the same way others will 
be proceeding one day to bury you in the earth. In this 
pensive and thoughtful frame of mind, you will gain the 
favour of remembering your ultimate end for some time at 
least and the worries and cares of the world will vanish 
from your mind. 


1, 


Etiquettes for 
Attending the 
Death-bed 


When you visit @ person whose end is near, keep on reciting 
$e36 Bod de 


the Kalimah al Jj-y ane al YI S—za-itaha iallahu 
Muhammad-ur-rasil ullah. (There is no god but Allah 
and Muhammad is His Apostle) in a loud voice. Do not 
press the patient to utter the Kalimah. Tho Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) has observed : 
“When you sit by the death-bed of any Muslim, keep 
reciting the Kalimah”. (Muslim) 


Revite ‘Surah Yasin’ when the patient is heaving last 
breaths, Tho Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) has observed: “Recite ‘Surah Yasin’ by 
the death-bed”. (Fatawa Alamgirt, p. 100, Vol. 1). When 
the person has breathed his last, do not recite the Qur’an 
near the deceased till his body has been washed. The man 
who needs a bath and the woman who is passing through 
the period of her menses or the after-birth course should 
not go near the dead. 

ee ote So & 
Say Osaely ad Bly Inna lllahi wa inna ilaihi raji'int 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) hae affirmed : ‘The following three rewards are 


OS wo Oe Fao 
conferred on a man who recites Opel tl Ul » 4 Ul—Inna 


—— 


1. “We are for God and we shall return to Him”. 
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lillah: wa inna ilaihi raji‘an. (We are all creatures of God 
and we shall return to Him) in the moment of distress : 


* Firstly, blessings and salvation descend on him from 
God. 


* Secondly, he receives the reward for seeking the 
“Truth. 
* Thirdly, his loss is compensated and a better reward 
in lien of the dead and lost one is conferred on the 
ote THB 
bereaved person who says: Osrely ad} ut 3 a Ul—-Jnnad 
Uillahi wa inna ilaihi raji (Pabarani) 
4, Abstain from loud lamentations and wailing for the 
deceased person. However, if the oyes are filled with tears 
out of grief it is but natural, When the Holy Prophet’s 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) son Hadrat 
Ibrahim (God be pleased with him) expired, the eyes of 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) were filled with tears. Similarly, when his grandson, 
the child of his daughter Zainab (God be pleased with her) 
passed away, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) shed tears. The people asked: “O 
Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
you)! How is it?” The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) observed : ‘This is a blessing which 
God has bestowed upon the hearts of His creatures. God 
shows morcy to those among His creatures who are tender 
hearted and kind”. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) further observed: ‘‘He who slaps 
his face, tears his clothes and indulges in lamentation like 
the pagans, has nothing to do with us’. 


6, As soon as one expires, straighten out his arms and legs ; 
close the eyes and pass a wide bandage below the chin and 
tie its ends over the head. Both toes of the feet should be 
tied together with a strip of cloth. Wrap the body ins 


ose . oe see 
isroud and keep on reciting ai dp) LL de 3 al ~ 


48 


—Bismillahi wa ‘ald millati rasilillah. ‘In the name of 
God and according to the custom of the followers of the 
Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him). Pass around an obituary notice among the people. 
At the moment of lowering the corpse in the grave, 
continue to say the same prayer. 


6." Mention the virtues of the dead and avoid narration of his 


demerits. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) observed: ‘Do mention the virtues of your 
dead and keep silent about their vices”. (Ab% Dawid), In 
addition, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him} affirmed: “When a man dies and a few of his 
neighbours testify that he was & good man, God observes— 
“I accept your testimony and I grant him pardon even for 
these of his acts which remained a secret to you”. 

(Ibn Hibban) 


On one occasion the companions (God be pleased with 
them) praised the virtues of a dead man in the presence of 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) whereupon the Prophet of God (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) observed: “This dead person’s 
abode has beon made in Paradise! © people, you are the 
witnesses of God on earth. If you testify that o certain 
man is good, God admits him to Paradise and if you bear 
witness that a certain man is wicked, God consigns him to 
Hell”. (Bukhari, Muslim) 


And the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) also affirmed: “When you visit patient to 
enquire after his welfare or join a funoral procession, do 
utter good remarks, for the angels say ‘So be it’ (‘Amin) 


after each good remark you make”. (Muslim) 


Always show patience and fortitude on the death of your 
near and dear ones. Do not utter sny ungrateful remark. 
The Holy Prophet (pesce and blessings of Allab"t® upon 
him) bas affirmed : 
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‘When a man observes patience on the death of hia 
child, God enquires from His angels, “Did you extract the 
soul of the child of my bondsman %” The angels reply : 
“<Q, Sustainer! We have complied with Thy bidding”. 
Then God enquires: “Did you extract the life of the 
darling of my bondsman ””? The angels submit : “Yes”. 
God then asks: ‘‘And what did -my servant say a They 
submit: Lord! He offered praise to Thee and recited 


oe oe See 

Ogealy all Ul 9 db UI—Inna lillahi wa innd illathé raji‘in. 
“We all belong to God and to Him shall we return”. 
Thereupon God ordains the angels: ‘‘Build a dwelling in 
Paradiso for this servant of mine and name this dwelling 
‘Bait al-Hamd’ (House of Thanksgiving)”. (Tirmidhi) 


. Do not delay washing the body of the deceased. It is 
better to put some leaves of the ‘plum tree’ in the bath 
water and heat it a little. Stretch the body ona clean 
wooden board ; take off its garments and wrap & sheet 
round the lower part of the body. Gover your hand with a 
cloth and cloan the front and back private parts of the body. 
Take care that the wrapping shoet does not slip off. Then 
perform ablution on the body ; there is no need, however, 
to rinse the mouth or pass water into the nose of the body 
during the performance of ablution, When washing the 
corpse block the ears and nostrils with cotton wool so that 
water does not enter into them. Then wash the head clean 
with soap or something else. Turn over the corpse towards 
the left side and pouring water from the right side bathe 
the body from head to foot. Similarly, pouring the water 
from the left side wash the body from head to foot. Take 
off the water soaked sheet and wrap @ dry sheet round the 
lower part of the body. Now lift the body from the 
board, and place itin the coffin on the cot. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) has 
observed: ‘God shall pardon forty capital sins of man who 
bathes @ corpse and conceals the sins of the dead person ; 
and the man who lowers the corpse in the grave, provides, 
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as it were, a home to the deceased to live in until the Day 
of Doom”. (Tabrant) 
9. Use a white cloth of average quality as. shroud for the 
body ; don’t use a very costly cloth nor a cloth of very 
low quality. For men the shroud should consist of three 
garments : one sheet, one ‘Tehband’ (a sheet for wrapping 
Tround the lower part of the body) and a ‘Kafni’ or ‘shirt’ (a 
covering for the upper portion of the body). The length of 
the sheet should exceed the stature of the dead in measure- 
ment.so that its ends may be tied on the side of tho head 
aa well as on the side of tho feet. The measure of 
the width of “the sheet should be adequate to cover tho 
body well. For women, include an sdditional apparel 
‘sarband’, a piece of cloth to cover the head and concea the 
hair in the coffin. It should be one yard long and 
mensure a little less than yard in width. A ‘Chest Band’, 
a cloth to provide an additional covering from armpits to 
the knees, should also form part of a woman’s coffin, The 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Aah be upon him) 
has observed: ‘‘God will provide dresses made of Sundus 
and Astabraq! in Paradise for him who puts the body of # 
deceased in coffin’. (Hakim) 
10. Keep your pace quick while taking the bier to the grave- 
yard. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has observed: ‘(Make haste in the matter of 
funerals”. Hadrat lbn Mas‘ud (God be ploased with him) 
submitted to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him): ‘‘O Prophet of God (peace and bles- 
sings of Allah be upon you)! What should be the pace of 
our steps while taking the bier to the graveyard’? The 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
observed : ‘Keep the pace of your steps short of running. 
If the deceased was a good man, carry him to his good end 
quickly. If he was wicked one, make haste to remove his © 
evil from your midst”. (Abu Dawid) 


1, Highest; quality of silk interwoven with silver and gold threads, 
: e 
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11, Accompany the funeral on foot. On one occasion, when . 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) was walking with a funeral procession, he (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) saw a fow participants riding 
along. The Holy Prophet (poace and blessings of Allah, 
be upon him) reprimanded them thus: ‘Don’t you feel 
ashamed of yourselves! The angels are walking on foot, 
while you are riding on the backs of the beasts”. However, 
on your way back from the burial, you can use & transport. 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) went with the funeral procession of Abu Wahidi (God 
he pleased with him) on foot and returned on horseback. 

12, Stand on your feet on seeing a funera] approaching and if 
you do not wish fo accompany it, wait till the procession 
has moved on to some distance before resuming your journey 
or other activities. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) affirmed : 

“Stand on your feet on seeing a funeral procession 
approaching. Those who accompany the funeral procession 
should not. sit down until the bier has been placed on the 
ground”. , 


+ 18. Do offer funeral prayers. You should also participate in 
funeral processions and put your shoulder under the bier 
for some time. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) has observed : 

“Every Muslim owes a duty to accompany the, funeral 
procession of a deceased Muslim”. The Prophet of God 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) further observ- 
ed: “A man who participates in the funeral procession 
and offers funera] prayers will get a reward equal to one 
Carat. He who attends the burial also after saying tho 
funeral prayers will receive a reward equal to two Carats’. 
Some one submitted: ‘What will be the size of these two 
Carats ?”” The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Alleh 
be upon him) affirmed: “It will be equal to the mass of 
¢wo mountains”. (Bukhart, Muslim) 
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14. Let the grave be excavated from north to south lengthwiee. 


mcs 


16 
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Keep the body of the deceased turned towards the Qiblah 
when lowering it in the grave. If the body is light, two 
men are enough, otherwise three or four men may join in 
interring a body into the grave. At the moment of intern- 
ment, untie the knots of the shroud and turn over the body 
towards the Qiblah. 


Do observe purdsh when interring a female body into the 
grave. 


Start filling the grave with earth from the side of the 
head. Pick up the earth in both hands and throw it into 
the grave. Repeat the act three times. When throwing in 


PS ieee 0 


the earth the first time say pX ule \¢--—Minhd Khalagnakum, 


“We created you out of this earth”. When throwing in the 
os es we oe 


earth the second time, say o aed ed 9 Wa fiha nuidukum. 
“And We return you to the same earth”. And when you 


HOI Ae ep OFF OF oo ow 
throw in the earth the third time, say G«! 30 pre as Ugee 
-—Wa minha nukhrijukum taratan ukhrd. ‘And We shall 
resurrect you from the same earth”. 


Do not raise the grave very high, nor make it in the form 
ofa square. Fill the grave with the same amount of 
earth which was excavated from it. Sprinkle some water 
over the grave after filling it with earth. 


Stay awhile near the grave after burial. Offer prayers 
begging mercy For the deceased. Recite some verses of 
the Qur'an and send its blessings after the departed soul. 
Ask other people to offer prayers to God to show mercy to 
the dead person. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) himself used to offer prayers to God 
for the grant of mercy to the deceased and observed to 
other people: ‘‘Pray to God that your brother may remain 
steadfast and beg mercy for him from the Lord as now is 
he to account for every moment of his wordly life”. 

(Aba Dawid) 


19. 
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If a bereavement occurs among the kin, relatives, or in the 
neighbourhood, send cooked food for one or two times to 


_ their house, because they will be too overcome with grief 


20. 


to think of cooking meals. ‘J/ami‘ Tirmidhi’ records that 
when the martyrdom of Hadrat Ja‘far (God be pleased 
with him) was reported the Holy Prophet (peaco and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) commanded; ‘Prepare 
some food for the family of Ja‘far. They are pre-occupied 
with grief today”. 


Do not mourn for the dead for a period of more than three 
days. However, for a woman whose husband is dead, the 
prescribed period of mourning is four months and ten 
days. When Abu Sufyen (God be pleased with him), the 
father of Umm ul-Mo’minin Hadrat Ummi Habibah 
(God be ploased with her) expired, the illustrious lady 
Zainab (God be pleased with her) came to offer condo- 
lences to her, Hadrat Ummi Habibah (God be pleased with 
her) sent for perfume in which some quantity of yellow 
saffron had been mixed. Umm ul-Mo’minin rubbed that 
perfume on her slaye-woman and then applied some to 
her own face. She then observed: ‘God knows I did 
not need perfume, but I have heard the Prophet of God 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) say: “‘No 
woman who believes in God and the Day of Judgement ~ 
should observe mourning for more than three days for 
any man. However, the period of mourning in the case 
of her husband’s death is four months and ten daye”’. 

(Aba Dawid) 


. Offer some charity on behalf of the deceased according to 


your means. However, strictly avoid performance of 
unpropitious and improper rites in this case. 


1, 


Etiquettes of 
Visiting Graveyards 


Accompany the funeral procession to the graveyard and 
attend the burial. Do pay visits to the graveyard off and 
on, These visits remind one of the life hereafter and 
induce one to start making preparatigns for the life after 
death. On one occasion the Holy Prophet (peace and bles- 
sings of Allah be upon him) accompanied a funeral proces- 
sion to the graveyard and sitting down beside a grave 
shedded so much tears that the earth became wet. Then 
addressing the companions (God be pleased with them), the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
observed : ‘Brothers | Prepare yourself for this day’. 
(Jbn Majah) 
Once when he was seated near a grave, the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
affirmed: “Every grave proclaims in the most terrific 
voice ; ‘O Progeny of Adam ! Have you forgotten me ? I am 
the house of loneliness. I am a strange land of wilderness ! 
Tam a hole of mites and worms. I am a place of hardship 
and trial. Save those fortunate one for whom God makes 
me commodious and wide. I am for all other human be- 
ings « tortuous place’’. In addition, the Holy Prophet (peace 
end blessings of Allah be upon upon him) observed: The 
grave is either one of the pits of Hell or a small flower- 
garden out of the gardens of Paradise”. (Tabrani) 


. Take a warning from the sight of the graveyard and 


form the habit of concentrating your thoughts and~ 
imaginative powers on the meditation of life after death. 
Once upon a time, Hardat ‘Ali (God be pleased with him) 
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visited a graveyard. Hadrat Kameel (God be pleased with 
him) accompanied him. On reaching the graveyard, Hadrat 
‘Ali (God be pleased with him) looked at the graves and 
then addressing the inmates of the graves, observed: ~ 


‘O inmates of graves ! O inhabitants of ruins 1 O those 
whol ive in isolation in a land of wilderness ! Say, how you 
are? As regards conditions over here, the assets left over 
have been divided, the offspring are rendered orphans, the 
widows have entered into new marriage contracts. This is 
the state of affairs in our world. Now tell us what is 
happening to you”. Hadrat “Ali (God be pleased with him) 
then remained silent for some time and then turning 
towards Hadrat Kameel (God be pleased with him observ- 
ed: ‘Kameol, if the inmates of these gravos were allowed 
to speak, they would say: ‘Piety is the most valuable 
treasure’, Having said this, Hadrat ‘Ali (God be pleased 
with him) wept and continued to weep for a long time. 
Later Hadrat ‘Ali (God be pleased with him) remarked : 
“Komeol, the grave is en enclosure where only deeds 
matter and as soon as one meots death he realises this 
fact’. 

. Say this prayer on entering the graveyard : 


oop we Ofe oe Ose we ote OS eae Fuso 
bh ay Gop Ge tan ei LE Sl 


Sd weet Sota ctt 2 OF 1 ww ® 


pS 9 abt LI Opie YS, ait ole ol 


Assalamu ‘alaikum ahlad-diyart min-al mo'’minina 
walmuslimina wa inna insha’ allahu bikum lahigiina 
asalullah land wa lakum-ul-‘aftych. 

“Peace be on you, O pious and faithful inmates of 
this habitation. God willing, we shall soon join company 
with you. We pray to God, for our sake and for your sake, 
that He may protect us from His Torture and Wrath”. 


4, 
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Don’t laugh, crack jokes or engage in worldly talk in the 
graveyard like careless and carefree persons. Grave is 
the gateway to Eternity. Let the sight of this gateway 
turn your thoughts to the next world and overcome by 
feelings of care and remorse let your eyes shed tears of 
repentance, The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) observed : “I had forbidden you to visit 
graveyards (so that faith in one God may take firm roots 
in your heart). But now if you wish you may go to the 
cemetries, for the sight of graves makes one remember the 
life hereafter’’. ae (Muslim) 
Avoid building graves of bricks and mortar and do not 
embellish them. When the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) was close to end of his 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) earthly life, he 
was restless with physical pain. In this state, he would 
sometimes draw the sheet over his holy face and then 
Temove it, While the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) was in this turbulent condition of 
restlessness, Hadrat ‘Aisha (God be pleased with her) heard * 
him uttering the following words : ‘‘God’s ourse be on the 
Jews and Christians, They tyrned the sepulchres of their 
Prophets into places of worship”. : 


8. Do pray that God may bestow rewards on the dead and 


grant them mercy, whenever you visit the graveyard. 
Hadrat Sufyau (God be pleased with him) states: “Just as 
the living stand in need of eating and drinking, so do the 
dead stand in dire need of prayers for their salvation”. 


* Tabarani records the following tradition : “When God 
elevates a pious man one degree higher in Paradise, the 
man submits—‘O Creator! How did I come to deserve 
this reward ?” God thereupon affirms: ‘This reward has 
been conferred upon you by virtue of your sons’ petitions 
of meroy-on your behalf”. 
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Etiquettes on 
Eclipse of Sun 
or Moon’ 


1, When the sun or the moon is eclipsed, do engage yourself in 
the remembrance of God. Offer prayers to Him. Praise 
Him, and give charity. As @ blessing for these pious 
deeds, God puts off all trials and calamities. Hadrat 
Mughirah b. Sho‘babh (God be pleased with him) relates 
that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed : “The sun and the moon aro the two 
signs of God, They do not go under eclipse on the birth or 
death of anyone. Do call for the grace of God, offer prayers 
to Him, worship Him when you see the aun or tho moon in 
eclipse and continue to offer devotions. to the Almighty 
until the eclipse clears off”. (Bukhari, Muslim) 


2, When the sun is under eclipse, offer prayers in a congte- 
gation in the mosque. However, do not announce the 
prayer-call, not say ‘Iqamat’. Call the people together 
by some other means. When the moon is in eclipse, offer 
supererogatory prayers (Nawafil). Do not assemble & con- 
gregation. 

3. When the sun is eclipsed, say two ‘Rak‘ahs’ of -supple- 
mentary prayers (Nafi) in & congregation and recite long 
from the Holy Qur’an and continue your prayers until the 
gun is cleat. Recite the Holy Qur’an loudly during the 
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{i) ‘Tho eclipses of the aun and the moor: are called ‘Kusuf’, Khusuf only 

denotes ‘eclipse of the moon’. However, when SS entonym of 
‘Rhorut” is used or ‘Khasuf’ is coupled with ‘Kusuf’, it refers only 
to the ‘eclipse of the wun’. 
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prayers. In the days of the Holy Prophet {peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) once the sun came under 
eclipse. The same day Hadrat Ibrahim (God be pleased 
with him), the infant son of the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) expired. The 
people began to say to each other that since Hadrat 
Ibrahim, the son of Muhammad (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) has passed away, the sun has gone 
under eclipse. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) assembled the people in a congregation 
and led them in prayer consisting of two Rak‘ahs. The 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
engaged in long recitation of the Holy Qur’an in the course 
of this prayer and read through the whole of ‘Surah al- 
Bagarah’. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) then observed to the people: ‘‘The sun 
and the moon are tho two Signs of God. They do not go 
into eclipse on the birth or death of anyone. O People! 
Whenever such an event occurs, do engage in devotion to 
God. Offer prayers to Him, praise Him, hymn His great- 

ness and oneness, Say prayers and give charity”. a 
(Bukhari, Muslim) 

Hadrat ‘Abdul-Rahman b. Samurah (God be pleased 
with him) relates: ‘During the propitious days of the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
the sun went into an esclipse once. I was at that time 
practising archery outside Medinah. I at once flung away 
the arrows to see what would the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) do at the 
occurrence of this event. So I went to the presence of 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upoo 
him), He (peace and blessings of Allsh be upon him) 
waa occupied in offering praises to God and repeating His 
Attributes- and uttering! Takbir and Teblii and observing 
prayers and msking supplications with his hands raised 


1, Takbir stands for Aliah-o-Akbar while Tahlil stends for Le Zlcha ill- 
Allah. 
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to the Heavens, Then the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) offered prayer consisting 
of two Rak‘ahs and recited two long Surahs of the Qur'an 
in the course of the prayers and continued to offer devo- 
tions till the aun cleared off the eclipse”. 

The illustrious companions (God be pleasod with them) 
also used to offer prayers during ‘Kusif’ and ‘Khusaf’, 
Hadrat ‘Abdullah b. Zubair (God be’ pleased with him) 
offered prayers on the appearance of an eclipse in Medinah, 
Similarly, on another occasion when an eclipse appeared 
Hadrat ‘Abdullah b. ‘Abbas (God be pleased with him) 
assembled the people and offered a prayer in congregation. 


In the course of the prayer on the occasion of an eclipse 
of the sun, recite Surah ‘Ankabat after Surah Fatiha in 
the first Rak‘ah and recite Surah al-Room in the second 
Rak‘ah, It ia propitious to recite these Surahs, but not 
obligatory. Surahs other than those mentioned aaPore 
may algo be recited. 


If the women wish to join the congregation for prayer on 
the occasion of an eclipse of the sun and tho facility for 
including thom in the congregation exists, do let -them 
join. Persuade the children also to join prayera 80 
that faith in one God takes firm roots in their hearts in 
their early years and no other notions derogatory to the 
belief in one God may infiltrate their minds. 

If the eclipse of the sun occurs during those hours.in which 
the saying of prayers is forbidden i.e., the hours of 
sunrise, sunset and the declining hours of the day, avoid 
offering ‘Namaz’. Do offer praises to God however and. 
give charity to the poor and the destitute. If the eclipse - 
continues even after the hour of sunrise or the declining 
hour.of the day have passed, then say prayers also in addi- 
tion to performing the sbove-mentioned deeds, 


Etiquettes of 
Ramadan 


1. Start preparing your mind from the month of Sha‘ban 
for according a befitting reception to Ramadan. Keep 
fasts frequontly before the fifteenth of Sha‘ban. Hadrat 
‘isha (God be pleased with her) relates: ‘The Hély 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) used 
to keep fasts more often in Sha‘ban than in any other 
month” 

2. Make an effort to sight the Ramadan moon with full 
attention ‘and eagerness and say this prayer on sighting 
the moon: 
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Allahu akbar Allahumma ahillahu ‘alaind bil-amni wal- 
imdnt was-sdlamats wal-Ielams wat-taufigs lima tuhibbu 
wa tarda rabbuna wa rabbukatiah. 

‘ God ia the greatest! O God! Do make the appear. 
ance of this moon s token of peace, faith, salvation and 
Islam (obedience) for us. Do make this moon arise as & 
favour to us.so that we may perform deeds which conform 
to Thy Willand aze dear to Thee. Our Lord and thy 
Lord is God” 
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And say the same prayer on sighting the moon of each 
month, . (Lirmidhi, Ibn Hibban, etc.) 


. Do take special interest in offering devotions during the 
month of Ramadan. In addition to obligatory prayers, 
make it a point to observe supererogatory prayers 
(Nawafil) also, Make a firm resolve to win the maximum 
favour of God. God has reserved His special favours 
and blessings for this great and propitious month. On 
the final day’ of Sha‘ban, the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blossings of Allah be upon him) in. a discourse on the 
blessings of the month of Ramadan affirmed : 


“O people! A great and blessed month is going to 
set in on you. Each night of this month is better than 
& thousand months. God has made fasting obligatory 
during this month and has ordained Taravih as a supple. 
mentary prayer. Any man who performs a good deed 
during this month of his own free volition will receive a 
reward equal to the reward for obligatory deeds performed 
during other months. And any man who performs a single 
obligatory act during this month, he shall receive a reward 
equal to the reward of seventy obligatory acts during other 
months’. 


. Keep fasts whole of the month with deep eagerness and 
zeal. Even if you can’t observe fast due to some serious 
illness or for any other reason permissible in shariah, 
atrictly avoid eating before others out of respect for the 

“ sanctity of Ramadan, To all intents and purposes, you 
must appear as if you are fasting. 


. Make itra point to recite the Holy Qur’an. The month 
of Ramadan hag a special connexion with the Holy Qur'an. 
The Holy Qur’an was revealed in this month and the other 
Divine Books also descended in the same month. Hadrat 
Ibrshim (peace be upon him) received scriptures on the 
first or the third day of this month. ‘Zabiir’ descended 
on Hadrat Dawid (peace be upon him) on the twelfth or 
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eighteenth dey of this month. Torsh was revealed to 
Hadrat Misa (peace be upon him) on the sixth day of this 
propitious month. On the twelfth or thirteenth day of the 
game blessed month, the Bible was transmitted to Hadrat 
“Isa (peace be upon him). Hence recite Qur'an as many 
times as possible in the course of this month. Hadrat 
Gabriel (peace be upon him) used to recite the Holy Qur’an 
to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) and also heard recitation of the Qur’an from the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allsh be upon him) every 
year during the month of Ramadan. In the final year 
of the Holy Prophet's earthly life (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him). Hedrat Gabriel (peace be upon him) 
completed the whole text of the Qur'an twice during the 
month of Ramadan. 


Try to recite the Qur’an distinctly and with understanding. 


Along with frequent recitation, be careful to grasp tho 
meaning of the Holy Qur’an with a clear impact of its 


_message on your mind and heart. 


During ‘Taravih’ do listen to the recitation of the whole 
text of the Qur'an. Tho Holy Prophet used to listen to the 
whole text of the Holy Qur’an st least once during 
Ramadan. 

Say ‘Teravih’ prayers with humility, eagerness and devo- 
tion. Do not just. complete the number of Rak‘ahs in a. 
mechanical fashion. Offer prayers with undoratanding and 
devotion so that your life may be influenced by the pro- 
pitious influence of the Nemas and your devotion to God 
may become firm and deep. Do offer Tahajjud prayers also 
by the favour of God. 


Give charity and spend whatever you can in the way of 
Allah, Look after the needs of the poor, the widows end 
the orphans and arrange provisions for them ‘for ‘Sabri’ and 
‘Iftar?. The Holy Prophet {peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) has affirmed: ‘‘This is a month of 
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Mawasat’l, Hadrat Ibn ‘Abbas (God be pleased with 
him) reports: ‘The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) was by nature generous and munifi- 
cent, but his munificence (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) knew no bounds during the month of 
Ramadan. When Hadrat Gabriel (peace be upon him) 
visited the Holy Prophet (poace and blessings of Allsh be 
upon him) each night and recited the Holy Qur'an to the 
Prophet and heard tho recitation of the Holy Book from 

* the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), 
during that period the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) became even more generous than 
the blowing wind”. 

10. Do offer maximum rakats of supplementary prayers during 
‘Shab Q@dr2 and recite the Holy Qur’an. The importance 
of this night is affirmed by the fact that the Holy Qur'an 
was revealed during this night. The Holy Qur’an si 
, Lo! We revealed it in the Night of Power. And 
do you underatand what the Night of Power is! The Night 
of Power ia better than « thousand months. The angela 
qnd the spirits descend therein, by the permission of their 
Lord with all decrees.. (That night is) Peace until the 
rising of dawn. 

The traditions record that ‘Shab Qadr’ is one among 
the odd nights in the last week of Ramadan. Say this 
prayer during this night : 
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(1) The word ‘Mawasat’ means to show sympathy to the poor and the 
needy, Sympathy meens offering financis] help to the poor or 
expressing your sympathy in conversation. Be nice in your speech 
and behaviour towards them. Provide all facilities to your em- 
ployees and give them financial support. 

2, Laila-tul Qadr ie., the night when the decisions for the whole year 
are announced and ths desting is shaped. 


ll. 


12. 


13. 


164 


Allahumma innaka ‘afuwwun tuhibb-ul-‘afwa fa‘fu anni. 
(Hien Hasien) 


“God ! Forgiveness is Thy Greatest Attribute, for thou 
likost to forgive. So forgive me”. 


Hadrat Anas (God be pleased with him) relates that 
once in the month of Ramadan, the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed: “A month 
has come upon you people in which there is one night 
which is better than a thousand months. The person who 
misses offering devotions in the course of this night 
doprives himself of all the bliss. And only thet person 
romains deprived of the Grace and Blessings of this month 
who really deserves deprivation’’. (Ibn Majah) 


Observe I'tikaf in the last week of the month of Ramadan. 
The Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) used to perform I‘tikaf during the last ten deys of 
Ramadan. 

Hadrat ‘A’isha (God be pleased with her) reports : 
“When the last week of Ramadan approached, the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
used to keep awake during most part of the nights and 
devoted himself to worship. He (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) also decreed the female of the house- 
hold to remain awake and engaged himself in the worship 
of God with full zeal and perfect devotion’’. 

Show utmost tenderness and affection to people in the 
month of Ramadan. Provide maximum facilities to your 
employees and supply their needs with extreme liberality. 
Deal with members of your household with kindness and 
generosity. 

Say the maximum rakats of prayers with humility, 
zeal and devotion. It is related in ‘Durr Manthyr’ that 
when the Holy Month of Ramadsn came, the pattern of 
the Holy Prophet's (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) lifo underwent a change. The number of the rakats 
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of supercragative prayers offered by him (peace and and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) increased. . He (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) observed deeper humility 
in prayers and appeared totally overcome with foar of God, 
The traditions record: ‘In the month of Ramadan, 
God ordains the heaven supporting angels to give up their 
supplications and say ‘Amin (So be it !) after the prayers of 
the fasting persons”. 
Pay ‘Sadaqa Fitr’ (charity ordained before Kid prayers and 
at the end of Ramadan) with a willing heart. and give it 
away before saying ‘Eid prayer. If possible, pay it well 
before the ‘Eid so that the needy and destitute may also 
buy necessary provisions for the ‘Eid and go to the ‘Idgah 
with overybody else and join in the fostivities of the ‘Eid, 
It is reported in the traditions that the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) made the pay-. 
mont of ‘Sadaga Fitr’ obligatory for his followers for two 
reasons: first, as an atonement for any improper or 
licentious deed that the fasting people may have committed 
unconscionsly in the period of their fast ; and secondly, 
‘Sadaqa Fitr’ is. to be paid to make provisions of food for 
the poor and the 'ndigent to afford them to enjoy the 
auspicious Hid day. (Aba Dawid) 
Bosides practicing maximum possible piety yourself in the 
holy days of Ramadan, persuade others also with fervour, 
zeal, tenderness and tact to do acts of piety, so that the 
fear of God, love of piety and goodness may reign supreme 
over all and the society, as a whole, may derive the greatest 
bonefit from the limitless blessings of the holy month of 
Ramadan, : 


Etiquettes of 
Fasting 


1. Keeping in view the great reward and great blessings of 
Fasting, make atrangement for observing faste with full 
zeal and complete earnestness, No other form of worship 
can serve as an alternative to Fasting. For this reason, God 
made Fasting obligatory for every Ummah (Followera 
of a Prophet). God affirms: 
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Yé-ayyuhalladhina Amani kutiba ‘alaikumusiyamu 
kama kutiba ‘alalladhina min qablikum la‘allakum 
tattaqun, 


“O ye who believe! Prescribed for you is fasting, 
as it was prescribed for those before you so that you may 
become God-fearing ” 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) elucidated this sublime objective of Fasting as 
follows : 

“A person who does not renounce false speech and 
practising falsehood while he fasts, God cares not for his 
abstinence from food or drink”’. (Bukhari) 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) further observed : 


166 


387 


“The person who fasts with a perfect sense of devotion 
to faith and ‘Ihtiaah’! (sense of accountability), God will 
pardun all the sins which he may have committed in his 
previous lifo”’. E (Bukhari) 


2. Observe all fasts of Ramadan with full care and miss any 
fast save in case of severe illness or on the ground of some 
religious excuse. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) observed : 


“Anyone who misses @ single fast during Ramadan 
except in case of severe illness or on ground of religious 
excuse cannot make amends for this offence by 
keeping fasts on all the remaining days of his life.”” 

(Tirmidht) 


3. Keep yourself busy in your daily occupation and bo active 
and cheorful in work so as to avoid hypocrisy and false 
appearances during fasting. Do not show weakness or 
lethargy in your behaviour during the fast. Hadrat Abu 
Huraira (God be pleased with him) remarked : «When a 
man observes fasts he ought to annoint himself with oil as 
usual so that the effects of fasting do not show off”. 


4, Make your best offorts to avoid all forms of evil during the 
fast, because the very objective of the fast is to purge the 
life of man of all evil and make it righteous. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessinga of Allah be upon him) has 
effirmed : 

“Best serves as a shield. When ‘any of you is ina 
state of fasting, he should take care not to utter any evil 
speech by his tongue or to start an affray. In case some- 
one starta railing at him or is inclined to start a fight with 
him, the man who is fasting should reflect that he is ina 
state of fasting (how can he reciprocate offensive 
language ?) (Bukhari, Muslim) 


1, The term ‘Thtiseb’ means thst the fast should be observed only to 
please God and to win reward in the eternal world and to avoid all 
evils which violate the spirit of fasting. 
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8. Covet the great reward for fasting as reported in the ‘Tradi- 
tions. Offer a prayer to God especially near the hour of 
Iftar (breaking the fast). “O God! Be gracious to accept 
my fast and grant me that favour and reward which you 
have promised”. The Holy Prophet {peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) affirmed: Those who observe fasts 
will enter Paradise through a special gateway. The name 
of this gate is‘Riyyan’l, When tho entire number of all 
those who observe fasts have gone in, the gate will be 
closed and no one will be allowed to enter it afterwards”. 

: (Bukhari) 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) also observed: ‘‘On the Day of Judgement, 
Fast will intercede with God and say: ‘“‘O Creator! I 
restrained this man from eating, drinking and taking 
other pleasures during the day. O° God! be gracious to 
.sccept my intercession on behalf of this man”. And God 
shall grant this petition”. (Mishkat) 


In addition, the Prophet of God (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) observed: “Any prayer which # 
fasting person offers at the hour of Iftar (time of breaking 
the fast) is granted and is never refused.” (Tirmidht) 


6, Bear ‘the hardships of the fast in good cheer. Do not 
degrade the sanctity of the fast by complaining of the 
pangs of hunger or thirst or weakness. 


7. If you are unable to observe fast during a journey or be- 
cause of severe illness, you can forgo it, but atone for it on 
other days. Tho Holy Qur’an affirms : : 
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1, ‘Riyyan’ means ‘that which irrigates’. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) has affirmed: “Those whoenter 
the Gateway of ‘Riyyan’ will never more feel thirst”. 
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Waman kana maridan au ‘ald safarin fa ‘id datun min 
ayyamin ukhara. (2 : 185) 


“But whosoever among you is sick or on journey (he 
ia required to observe fast instead of these days) the 
same number of other days’. 


Hadrat Anas (God be pleased with him) reports: “On 
occasions when we went on journeys with the Holy 
Prophet {peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), some 
of the companions observed fast and other did not. 
However, neither those who had kept fast criticised those 
who had missed the fast nor the latter objected to the 
fasting of the former’’. (Bukhari) 


. Avoid back-biting and casting an evil eye strictly during 


the fast. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Alluh 
‘be upon him) has observed : 


_ “The person who keeps fast is in fact offering devotion 
to God from morning till evening unless, of course, he 
backbites against someone. When he indulges in backbiting, 
his fast is broken.” (Ad-Datlmt) 


. Earn a lawful living. No devotion of the body fed on 


illicit earninga is admissible. The Holy Prophet (peace and 

blessings of Allah be upon him) has affirmed; ‘The body 

fed on illicit earnings is a proper fuel for Hell-Fire.” 
(Bukhari) 


Do est ‘Sahri’ meal. This alleviates the hardship of 
fasting as well as safeguards against weakness and lethargy. 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) has observed : ‘‘Do eat the ‘Sahri’ meal, for the eating 
of ‘Sabri’ meal entails blessing”. ~ (Bukhari) 

Moreover, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allsh be upon him) observed: ‘Eating of ‘Sabri’ meal 
entails blessing. Take few draughts of water, if nothing 
else, The angela of God send pesce and bleasings upon 
those who eat the ‘Sahri’ meal,” (Ahmad) 


ll. 
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_ Furthemore, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Alleh be upon him) observed : 

“Take some rest at noon and get some ease in the night 

prayers. Eat Sahri meal to obtain nourishment during fast 
in the dey time.” (ibn Majah). ‘Sahih Muslim’ records : 
“The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) observed: “The only difference between our fasting 
and the feasting observed by other people of the Book is 
that we begin the fast by eating the Sahri meal.” 
Do not delay in ending the fast after sunset, for the main 
objective of fasting is to inculcate the spirit of submission 
rather than abstinence from food and drink, The Holy 
Prophet (peace and plessings of Allah be upon him) 
affirmed : 


“The Muslims will remain in good condition if they 
hasten to Iftar (meal taken at sunset to end the fast)”. 
( Bukhari) 


Say thie prayer at the time of Iftar : 
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Allahumma laka sumtu wa ‘ala rizgtka aftartu. 
(Muslim) 


“Q Allsht it is for thee that I observe fast and it is 
with Thine blessing that I break it. 


After ending the fast, say this prayer : 
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Dhahab-az-2am'u wablallatil ‘urge wa thabat-al ajru 

insha Allah. (4bu-Daud) 
No more was the thirst, moistened were the veins and 

reward beeamo duc. If the Lord so Willed. 
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When you perform Iftar (ending the fast) at the house 
of somebody else, say this prayer : 
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Aftara ‘indakum-us-sa’ imiina wa akala tadmakum-ul- 
abraru wa sallat ‘alaikum-ul-mala’ikatu. (Abu-Daud) 


“May it please God that the fasting people may per- 
form Iftar at your house and pious people may enjoy the 
hospitality of food provided by you ! May the angels invoke 
blessings upon you by their prayers |” 

Do arrange Iftar parties. This act entails a high reward, 
The Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) has observed : 


“Any man who supplies meal to a fasting person to 
perform Iftar, God shall pardon his sins in reward for this 
act and grant him salvation from Hell-Fire. The man who 
supplies meal for Iftar to a fasting person will receive an — 
equal reward with him. The reward of the fasting person 
will not, however, be curtailed.” The people submitted : 
“OQ Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
you)! Where shall ali of us find the wherewithal to make 
provision for the Iftar of a fasting person and to feed him”, 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) observed: ‘‘It ia enough to feed a fasting person 
at Iftar with a date or some quantity of milk or even 
supply him a single ‘draught of water for Iftar”. 

(Ibn Khuzaima) 
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Etiquettes of 
Zakat and Sadaqat 


Give away in the way of God with the sole motive of winn- 
ing the favour of God. Do not waste your virtuous deed 
by keeping in view some ulterior purpose or motive. Do 
not expect the beneficiaries of your deed to offer thanks to 
you or acknowledge your favour or testify to your magnani- 
mity. ‘The true believers anticipate reward for their deeds 
from God only. The Holy Qur’an expresses the sentiments 
of the true believers in these words : 
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Innama nutimukum liwajhillahi ld nuridu minkum 
jazaan wa 1a shakura, (76 : 9) 


“We feed you for the sake of Allah only. We wish for 
no reward nor thanks from you’, 


. Avoid display, ostentation and showing off. Hypocrisy 


destroys the virtue of the best of deeds. 


Pay Zakat openly, so that others may also be 
induced to perform their duty. However, offer other 
Sadagat- (charitable acts) seoretly so as to promote feelings 
of deep sincerity in your heart. Deeds performed with 
true sincerity are of great value in the oyes of God. On 
the Day of Judgement in that terrible field whore there 
will be no shade, God shall keep under the shadow of 
heaven that man who spends in the way of God in such 
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extrome secrecy that the left hand does not know what the 
right hand has spent.” (Bukhari) 

. After expending in the way of God avoid reminding 
the beneficiaries of the favours you have donc to them nor 
causo them any distress. To administer shocks to tho 
self-respect of the indigent and poor, to injure their feolings 
by rominding them of favours done to them and to expect 
that they should acknowledge their obligation to you, 
that they should always humbly bow to you and regard 
you as their guperiors——such sentiments when you have 
given away charity in the way of God, are wicked and 
despicable. The heart of the true believers should be free 
of such notions. God ordains : 
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Faayyuhalladh’na dmanu la tubtilu sadagatikum bilmanns 
wal adha kalladhi yunfiqu maluhu riaanndasi. 


Yo who belicvo! Render not vain your alms giving 
by reproach and injury like him who spendeth his wealth 
only to be scen of men”. 


. Do not take pride or assume an air of arrogance after 
expending in the way of God. Do not advertiso your 
magnanimity among the poople. You should rathor tremble 
at tho thought whether your sacrifice has been accepted by 
God or not. God ordains : 
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Walladhina yutuna ma atau qulubukum wajilatun annahum 
ila rabbihim raji‘un. 
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And those who give what they give while their hearts 
are full of fear that to their Lord they shall return. 

. Show tenderness to the poor and destitute. Do not rebuke 
them, nor try to rule over them nor show off your 
superiority over them. In case you have nothing to~ give 
to a supplicant, excuse yourself with extreme humility ond 
politeness, so that he may dopart silently invoking blessings 
upon you even without receiving anything from you.. The 
Holy Qur’an says: 
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Wa Imma tu'ridanna annahumub tigha’a rahmatin 
min rabbika tarjuhd fagul-lahum qaulam maisura. 
(17: 28) 
“But if you turn away from them seeking means from 
_ thy Lord, for which thou hopest, then speak unto them a 
reasonable word”. 


And God alsoordains 3 
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oo Wa-ammas-e@ ila fala tanhar. 
“Therefor the beggar drive.not away”. 
Spend in the way of God liberally with eagerness. Do 
not spend. with & stingy or grudging heart, nor consider it 
an oppressive fine. Only those people deserve grace and 
success who forswear miserliness, narrow-mindedness and 
atinginess. 

. Spend only ‘Halal’ (earned by righteous means) goods in 
the way of God. God accepts only those goods which 
are pure and have been earned through righteous means. 
How can 6 believer who is eager to spend in the way of 
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God bear that his lawfully earned goods should be mixed 
with illicit gains ? God ordains : 


OS eee eee 8 OS Oe OF oe S ote, 
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Yaayyuhalladhina aman anfigu. min ‘tayyibati ma 
kasabitum, 
“Ye who believe ! Spend of the good things that you 
have earned”. 
9. Give away the best goods in the way of God. God . 
ordains.: 
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Lantand lulbirra hattd tunfiqu mimmd tuhibbin, (3 : 92) : 

“You shall never attain righteousness until you expend 
of that which you love”. 

Goods given away as Sadaqa (charity) are boing 
accumulated for the benefit of eternal life in the Hereafter. 
How can a believer bear the thought of defective goods 
for his everlasting life. 


10. If you are liable to pay the Zakat (poor-due), do not, delay 
the payment. Pay it at once after careful accounting so 
staat God forbid, nothing remaing due in your account. 

us Pay the Zakat (poor-due) under a collective system and 
spend it under the collective system. Where Muslim 
governments do not exist, the Muslim citizons can form 
parties and create a Baitul Mal for ghe receipt and expendi- 
ture of Zakat (poor-due). 


Etiquettes of 
Performing Hajj 


1. Do not delay or keep putting off the performance of 
Hajj. Whenever God bestows enough means on you 
for the fulfilment of this interesting obligation 
act out for Hajj at the earliest opportunity. You do not 
know how much longer life will last, so why should you 
keep putting off the performance of this duty from one year 
to the next. The Holy Qur’an affirms: 

ero FO ow Co ot eee & 6 we a 
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Walillahi alannasi hijjul batts manistatad ilathi sabtla 
wa man kafara fainnallaha ghaniyyun ‘anil'alamin, 

“And the people owe this duty to God that whoever 
has the means to journey to His House should make a 
pilgrimage to it. And whoever refuses to oboy this com- 
mand should know that God needs no favour from any one 
in the world”. 

A greater ruination and deprival of man cannot be 
imagined than that God should thus openly proclaim His 
indifference and disconcern to man. 


The Traditions relate: ‘The person who makes up 
his mind to go on the pilgrimage should make haste to 
perform this obligation. It is possible that he may be 
taken ill; or his ghe-camel may get lost, or perhaps 80 
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event occurs which makes it impossible for him to go to 
the Hajj”. . {Ibn Majah) 

The implication is that when means are available a 
Person should not evado the performance of this duty 
without sufficient roason, for one never knowa if these 
means, freedom and facility will still be available to him 
in the near future, and, God forbid, the man may remain 
deprived'of the blessing of performing the Hajj for ever. 
May God save every believer from this deprival! The 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
has reprimanded such Persons in very atrict terms, The 
Tradition records that the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : 


“A man who ‘is not prevented by illness or genuine 
need or is free from the restraints of a tyrannical and 
despotic ruler and yet does not perform the Hajj may dioa 
Jew or & Christian for aught we care,” 

(Sunan Kubra, Vol. 4) 

Hadrat ‘Umar (God be Pleased with him) was heard as 
saying: “I wish to impose jizya on those who, despite 
having means, do not Perform the Hajj, for they are not 
Muslims, they are not Muslims at all”, 

. Go on a pilgrimage to the House of God and Perform Hajj 
to please God alone. Do not stain this pure objective 
with any worldly motives or interests. The Holy Qur’an 
affirms : 


a ery oo ote oe 
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Wa la émmin-al-baital harama yabtaghuna fadlan mir 
rabbihim wa ridhwand. (5:2) 


“And hinder not those who are Proceeding to the 
Sacred House seeking the graces and pleasure of Allah,” 
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Wa atimmul hajja wal-umrata lillah, (2 : 196) 
“And. complete the Hajjand ‘Umrah for Allah’s (sake)” 


And the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has affirmed: ‘‘The reward for the performance 
of ‘Hajj Mabrur! is certainly no less than admission to 
Paradiso”. 

3. Do not circulate the news of your going to the pilgrimage, 
Keep your departure for Hajj and your return a private 
matter. Avoid strictly all those customs and ceremonies 
which smack of ostentation or display. Even though the 
real test of righteousness and acceptability of a deed is 
that it.should be performed with the sole intention of 
pleasing God, and that the motivo of the act should be free 
from all taint of any extraneous desire, but this point 
should be especially borne in mind in the case of Hajj, for 
Hajj ie the last resort fo: effecting o spiritaal revolution 
and the purification of soul and the moral conduct of man. 
The ‘spiritual patient’ who is not successfully cured by this 
efficacious treatment haa no hope of healing by any other 
means. 

4, Even if you have no wherewithal to proceed to the pilgri- 
mage, you should cherish the desire to view the House of 
God, to offer ‘salam’ (peace and blessing) on the Mausoleum 
of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) and keep the Ibrahimi sentiments of sacrifice which 
are produced in the souls of the believer by Hajj ever. 
afresh in your heart. The heart which is devoid of these 
sentiments is not that of a true believer but resembles to a 
desolate ruin. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) hes affirmed : 


God. 
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Those who go to perform Hajj or ‘Umrah are the 
special guests of God. Their prayers are granted by God 
and if they supplicate for mercy, He forgives them”. 


{Tabrani) 


. Take the best provisions with you when you go for Hajj, 


The best provision in this case is fear of God. In this 
journey of righteousness, the man who avoids tranagressing 
the Commands of God and who reaps the maximum benefit 
of tho blessings of pilgrimage is the one who fears God 
under all ciroumstances, and has a burning zeal to win the 
favour of God. The Holy Qur’an says : 


S we Fe os 5 owe 


es 
+ SAM aS pe OU hyo y 55g 
Wa tazawwadu fa-inna khatrazzadit-taqwa. (2: 197) 


“And take provisions for the journey (to perform 
Hajj) for verily the best provision is the fear of Allah,” 


Having resolved to go to Hajj, start making preparations 
with single-minded devotion. Keep the date of the Hajj: 
constantly in view. Reflect upon each article of the 
obligation of pilgrimage. Try to realise the feelings which 
God intends to promote in the heart of the believer through 
the observance of these articles of the obligation of Hajj. 
Like. a conscious and knowledgeable believer, observe all 
the articles of Hajj with full aswareneas and imbibe the 
realities contained in the articles of Hajj and endeavour to 
bring about a righteous revolution in your life in con- 
formity with these realities. It is for this reason that God 
has ordained the performance of Hajj obligatory for the 
believers, God ordains : 
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Wadhkurthu kam®adtkum wa inkuntum min qablihi 
lamin-addallin. * (2; 198) 

“And remember Him as He has guided you and 
verily prior to it you were of those gone astray”. 

For this purpose, deeply reflect upon those portions of 
the Holy Qur’an which describe the reality, importance 
and the sentiments created by the performance of Hajj. 
A cereful study of the Traditions of the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and those books 
which deal with the date of the Hajj and discuss the 
articles of Hajj will alao prove useful in this respect. 

7. Memorise the propitious prayers which should be offered 
‘during the Hajj. These may. be found in the Books of 
Traditions. And-inthe words of f the Holy Prophet (peace 
-——~and blessings of Allah be upon him) beg not from God than 
what the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 

him) himself had asked for. 


8. Protect your Hajj from all unpropitious motives or actions. 
Beware lest your Hajj should become like the Hajj of those 
who will get no share in the Hereafter, because the latter 
group shuts its eyes from the rewards of the oternal world 
and begs exclusively for worldly bliss: When they reach the 
House of God, they offer the following prayer : 

Foe aces Coe coed oi ote 
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Rabband aatina fid-dunya wa ma lahu fil akhiratt min 
khalaq. (2 : 200) 
“Our Lord, give to us in this world. And for such 
there shall be no portion in the Hereafter”. 
Make a plea to God for grace and success in bott 
worlds by means of the Hajj and pray to God in thes 
words; “Creator, I have come to Thy Presence to suppli- 
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eate for sueceas and the fulfilment of my righteous desires 
in both this life and the life Hereafter’, Keep saying 
thia prayer also : 
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Rabband aatina fid-dunya hasanatan wa fil-aakhirati 
hasanatan wa gind ‘adhdban-nar, (2: 201) 

“God | Grant us goodness in this world and good in 
the Hereafter (also) and protect us from the agony of 
Fire”. 
During Hajj avoid transgression of God’s commands with 
extremo sensitivity. The journey to perform the Hajj is 
in fact a passage to the House of God. You are the guesta 
of God there. You have gone there to renew your covenant 
of devotion to God. By putting your hand on the ‘Hajar 
Aswad’ you are in fact taking a pledge of faith and 
bondage and when you kiss the stone, you kiss the emblem 
of submission to God You proclaim your fidelity by 
chanting repeated Takbir (praises) and Tahlil (La ilaha illa 
Tah) of God. Imagine, then, that in such an atmosphere 
how disgusting would be the commission of even a minos 
vice or the blemish of a small transgression. God has 
warned His servants who present themselves in His Court 
in these words : 

wet oo 
bpd Vy 
Wa la fustiqa. 
“There should be no ungodliness”’. 


During Hajj keep away from all sorts of quarrels. In the 
course of the journey when there is a rush of people 
everywhere, when you suffer discomforts, when there ise 
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clash of interests at every step, when feelings are injured 
every moment, it is the duty of the guest of God to display 
large-heartedess and self-sacrifice and show toleration, 
liberality and kindness to everybody. Abstain from 
tebuking your servent even, 
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Wa 1a jidala fil Hajj. 
“And there should be no quarrels”. 


‘Safeguard against sexual matters and continue to be 


vigilant against carna) sentiments in the course of Hajj. 
In the course of the journey when there is a greater 
possibility of provocation of sexual passion or of eyes going 
astray, you should become more alert against the evil 
promptings of your passions and the devil and try to 
protect your piety at all costs. Incase you are accom- 
panied by ,your spouse, you should not only avoid 
indulgence in sexual relationship with her, but also shun 
all that can stir up sexual passion. In order to warn the 
pilgrims, God ordains : 


wor we Boe F ere tor FV eset Hie bnew 
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Alhajju ash-hurrun m‘alimatu faman farada fthinnal- 
hajja fala rafatha. 

The pilgrimage is {in} the well-known month, and 
whosoever is minded to perform the pilgrimage (let him 
remember that) there is (to be) no lewdness”. (2: 197) 

And the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has affirmed : 

‘‘Any man who comes here to perform Hajj in the 
Ho ase of God and keeps away from immoral and sexual 
G@ffaira and has not indulged in ungodly acts returns in that 
state of purity and innocence in which he was born from 
the womb of his mother”. _ (Bukhari, Muslim) 
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Pay full reverence to the symbols of God. The word 
‘Sha‘irah’ refers to the symbol appointed by God to remind 
and bring home to the people some spiritual or meaning- 
ful reality. ‘Sha‘dir’ is the plural of the above word. Ali 
things associated with the Hajj serve aa aymbols to bring 
home to you of some reality about devotion to Allah. 
You should rever them all. The Holy Qur’an affirms: 
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Ya-ayyuhalladhina amanu la tuhillit ha‘ dirallah 
wa lashshahral harama wa lalhadya walalgala’ida wa la 
ammina-l-baital harama yablaghtina fadlam-mirabbihim 
wa ridwand. 

O ye who believe! Profane not Allah’s emblems 
nor the Sacred Month nor the offsprings nor the garlands 
nor those repairing to the Sacred House, seoking the 
grace and pleasure of Allah. 


‘Sura Hejj’ affirms : 
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Wa man yu'azzim sha‘airallahi fa-innahd min taqwal 
quliib, 

And whoso observe the sanctity of what have been 
ordained as Symbols of Allah, do so because of the piety 
of the hearts. 

Perform the articles.of Hajj with utmost humility and 
adopt an attitude of destitution and helplessness before 
God, for above all God likes the virtues of humility, 
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18 
modesty and poverty in man. Someone enquired from the 


" Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), 


“Who isa Haji”? The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah bé upon him) observed: ‘The person who hag 
dishevelled hair and is covered with dust all over’. 


Say Talbih with @ loud voice after tying the ‘Ihram’, after 
each prayer, while ascending a height or descending s 
slope, on joining a caravan and on waking up each morning, 
The words of the Talbsh are as follows : 
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Labbaika Allahumma labbaika labbatka la sharika lake 
labbaika inna-l-hamda wa-n-ni‘mata laka walmulkala 
shartka lake, (Mishkat) 
Here I am O Lord, Here I am, Here I am. No partner 
hast Thou. Here Iam. Behold unto Thee belong the Praise 
and the Bounty ; and also the Sovereignty, No partner hast 
Thou. 
On arrival at the plain of ‘Arafat’, say the maximum 
number of prayers for meroy and offer penitence. The 
Holy Qur’an affirms : 


Fo . vse B00 8 eee 68 


ry) a a! WAR me Bl em oe Ip Pr 
fe toss 


AM. pmy sgh 


Thumma afidhu min haithu afadhannaeu wastaghfirullah. 
Innallaha Ghafoor -ur-rakim. (Al-Bagarah} 

“Then hasten onward from the place whence the 
multitude hasteneth onward and ask forgivenees of Allah. 
Verily Allah is Forgiving, Merciful”, 
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The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has observed : 


“The dey of ‘Arafa is the best of all days in the view 
of God. On this day, the Lord ofthe Heavens especially 
turns His attention towards the world and expresses His 
Pride before the angels on the humility and misery of 
His pilgrims. God observes to the angela: ‘‘O angela, 
look ! my servants stand before me in the eun in & helpless 
state, They have gathered here from afar and the hope 
of begetting My Merey has drawn them to this place. 
ajthough they have not yet seen the agony of punishment.” 
After expressing His pride, God then ordeins that these 
people have been granted salvation from the torments of 
Hell, On no other occasion sre such’s greater number of 
men granted salvation as on the day of ‘Arafa. 

(Ibn Hibban) 


On reaching Mina, offer sacrifice with the same passionate 
zeal and devotion to Gad with which the friend of God, 
Hadrat Ibrahim (peace be upon him) had placed the knife* 
on. the neck of his dear son Hadrat Iema‘il (peace be upon 
him). Imbibe these feelings of sacrifices and let them be 
embedded in your mind and heart so that you may be 
willing to offer sacrifice in every field of life and your 
practical life reflects on image of : 
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Inna salati wa nusuki wa mahyaya wa mamatt lillaht 
rabbilalamina 1a shartka lahu. 

Verily my prayer, and my sacrifice, and my living and 
my dying ere for Allah, Lord of the worlds”. (AJ-An‘am) 
Oceupy yourself continuously in the remembrance of God 
in. the deys of Hajj and never let the memory of God fade 
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from your heart. Remembrance of God is the essence of 
all worship. God affirms : 
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Wadhkurullaha fl ayyamin m‘adudatin, {2 : 208) 


“Remember Allah during appointed days”. Further 
God observes : 


Wao S555 3G CEL eae 6 
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Fa-idha qadaitum = manasikakum fadhkurullaha 
kadhikrikum abaatkum au ashadda dhikra. 


“And when you havé completed your devotion then 
remember Allah as ye remember your fathers or with more 
lively remembrance”. 

The main purpose of the artitles of Hajj is that 
during the days of Hajj, you should keep yourself comp- 
letely absorbed in the commemoration of God and the 
memory of God should so permeate through your soul that 
the mundane activities and struggles of life may not 
succeed’ in turning your thoughts away from the memory 
of God. In the days of paganism, people used to laud the 
memory of their ancestors and made loud boasts about 
them after performing the articles of Hajj. God ordained 
that these days should be spent in the remembrance of 
God and in acknowledging His grandeur alone Who is truly 
Great. 


Perform circumambulation of God’s House with feelings 
of great love and devotion. God ordains : 


“And you should circamambulate the House of God”. 
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“The Holy Prophet (peace and plessings of Allah be 
upon him) has affirmed : 

“Bach day God confers a hundred and twenty favours 
on His pilgrims. Sixty blessings are showered upon those 
who circumambulate the House of God ; forty blessings are 
bestowed upon those who offers prayers in House of God ; 
and twenty blessings are conferred upon such as only keep 
gazing at the Ka‘ba {Baihagi). Furthermore, the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
observed : 

“He who has performed fifty circumambulations of 
the Baitullah (House of God) is purged of all his sins and 
is transformed into that state of innocence in which he was 
on the day of his delivery from the womb of his mother’. 

(Pirmidht) 
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Wa’ bud-ullaha wa la tushriku bihi Shai’an wa bilwali- 
daini theana wa bidhil qurbd wal yatdma wal masakini 
wal Jari dhil qurba wal Jaril junubi was Sahibi bil 
Jambi wab nissabeeli wa ma malakat aimanukum. 


Offer devotions to Allah 
Appoint no one His Partner 

Be Good to 7 
Your Mother and Father, 
Your Kith and Kin, 


The Orphans, 
The Needy, 


The Neighbour——who is relative, and 
The Neighbour——who is not 4 relative, 


The Companion——in whose fellowship you spend some 
‘time, however brief it may be, and 


Be kind to the traveller, and 
The eaptives (slaves) who are under your charge. 


(4. 36) 


: Etiquettes of 
Dealing with Parents 


1. Behave well towards your father and mother and consider 
this good conduct as 6 propitious act which will earn 
God’s grace in this world es well as in the next. Next 
to God, man owes the greatest obligation to his parents. 
The greatness and value of this obligation towards one’s 
parents may be realised from the fact that the Holy Qur’an 
at several points mentions the rignts of parents and the 
rights of God simultaneously at one place. Furthermore, 
the Holy Qur'an has ordained the duty of offering thanks 
to the parents slong with thankegiving to the Lord. 
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Wa gadd rabbuka an-lla ta‘budi illa iyyahu wa bil wali- 
daint thadnd. (17 ; 28) 
“Thy Lord hath decreed that ye worship none save 
Him and (that ye show) kindness to parents”. 


Hadrat ‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘ud (God be pleased with 
him) relates ‘I submitted to the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) which deed will win the 
highest favour of God?” The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) answered ; ‘The priyer 
which ig offered at the appointed hour”. I submitted 
again: ‘Next to this which other deed will win the 
" greatest favour of God ?” The Holy Prophet (peace and 
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blessings of Allah be upon him) affirmed: “Good conduct 
towards father and mother”. I again submitted: “And 
next to this?” The Prophet of God (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) observed: “Jihad (Fighting) in 
the way of Allah". (Bukhari, Muslim) 
Hadrat ‘Abdullah (God be pleased with him) reports : 
“One day & person went to the presence of the Holy Prophet 
{peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and submitted : 
“I give my hand into your hand and swear allegiance for 
performing Hijrat and Jihad and I beseech a reward from 
God in return for this”. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) enquired: ‘Is one of 
your parenta alive?’ He submitted: ‘Yes, praise be 
to God, both my father and mother are alive’. Thereupon 
the Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) observed : ‘‘ Well then do you really want to reeesive 
@ reward from God for performing Hijrat and Jihad ?” 
The man replied : ‘Yes, indeed, I beseech reward from 
God in return for these acts”. The Holy Prophet (peace 
ond blessings of Allah be upon him) observed: “Go then. 
Attend to your parents and serve them well”. (Muslim) 
Hadrat Abu Umama (God be pleased with him) relates : 
“A man enquired from the Holy Prophet (peace and bless- 
ings of Allah be upon him): ‘‘O Prophet of God (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon you) ! What are the rights 
of parents over their offspring #’’ The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) affirmed : 
“Your entry into Paradise or Hell depends on your good 
or bed conduct towards your parents”. (lon Majah) 
In othor words, if you treat them well, you will be 
sent to Paradise and if you violate the rights that your 
parents have over you, you will be consigned to serve as 
fuel for Hell-Fire”’. 
. Be grateful to your parents. Thanksgiving and an 
acknowledgement of debt and gratitude are the first dutios 
which s beneficiary owes ta the Benefactor. It is a fact 
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that the parents aro the palpable cause for our existence. 
Again, it is under their protection and upbringing that we 
grow up to sn age of maturity. The extraordinary self- 
sacrifice, unparalleled devotion and deep affection with 
which they patronise us demand that our hearts should be 
filled with sontiments of reverence, indebtedness, love and 
an acknowlegoment of their magnanimity and every fibro 
of our heart should puleate with feclings of gratitude to 
them. It is for this reason that God has ordained offering 
of gratitude to parents along with thanksgiving to Him. 
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“(We willed) that you should offer thanks to Me and 
remain grateful to your father and mother”. 


Always try to make your parents happy. Do not say 
anything in opposition to their will or temperament which 
may displease them, especially when they are advanced 
in age they scquire » peevish and irritable temperament, 
In old age the parents start making unexpected demands 
and begin proferring impossible claims. In this case aleo 
tolerate their behaviour in good cheer and do not say. 
anything in anger in response to their demands which 
may oause them pain and mey injure their feelings. 
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Imma yablughanna ‘indakal kibara ahadu-huma au 
kilahuma fala taquilahuma uffin wa la tanharhuma. 


“Tf one or both of thy parents reach an edvanced age 
with thee, say not ‘fie’ unto them nor rep~" them’. 
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As a matter of fact, the strength to tolerate unpleasant 


things is sapped during old age and weakness increases 
the sense of self-importance in old People. Hence they 


Hadrat ‘Abdullah b. Amr (God be pleased with him) 
relates that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) affirmed : “The pleasure of God is contained 
in the pleasure of the father even as His displeasure ig 
contained in the displeasure of the father.” 

(Tirmidhi, Ibn Hibban, Hakim) 


In other words, @ny one who wants to Please God 
should seek the Pleasure of his father, for if the father 
ia angry, the favour of God cannot be earned. The one 
who makes his father angry provokes the wrath of God,” 


Another statement of Hadrat ‘Abdullah (God be 
Pleased with him) runs as follows: “A man left his 


blessings of Allah be upon him) for Hijrah, The Holy 
Prophet (peace’ and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
observed to him; “Go back to your parents and return 
after making them happy as you came after leaving them 
erying”’, (Abu Dawud) 
- Do service to your parents with heart and soul. If God 
has afforded you the opportunity to serve your parents, it 
is in fact a favourable opportunity for you to earn entitle. 
ment to Paradise and to win the Pleasure of God. Good 
service to parents secures blessings and grace in both 
worlds and man obtains salvation from the calamities of 


this world and the next. Hadrat Anas (God be Pleased «with 
him) relates : 
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“Any man who desires that bie life should be. pro- 
longed and his subsistence may be inereased ought to do 
good service to his parents and show kindness to them”. 

(Al-Targhib-o-Tarhib) 


The Holy Prophet (pesco and blessings of Allah ber 
upon him) has observed : 


“Let that man be disgraced, and disgraced again and 
let him be disgraced even more”, The people enquired : 
“Q Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
you) who is that man?” The Prophet of God (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) affirmed: ‘I refer to the 
man who finda his parents old in age——both of them or 
one of them——and yet did not earn entitlement to 
Paradise by rendering good service to them”. (Muslim) 


On one occasion, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) gave precedence to the obligation of 
looking after one’s parents over one of the supreme forms 
of worship like Jihad. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) forbade # companion (God 
be pleased with him) to proceed on Jihad and urged him 
to look after his parents. 


Hedrat ‘Abdulieh ibn ‘Amr (God be pleased with him) 
relates that a person came to the presence of the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah he upon him) with 
the intention of participating in the Jihad. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
enquired from him: ‘Are your father and mother alivet’’ 
Hoe submitted : ‘Yes, they are alive’. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allsh be upon him) thereupon 
observed: ‘Go and render good service to them. This 
is the Jihad”’. (Bukhari, Muslim) 


. Reapect and adore your parents and do not show dia- 
respect to them by » single word or action. The Holy 


Qur’an affirms : 
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Wa qullahumé gaulan karima. (17 : 23) 
“But speak to them a gracious word”. 


On one occasion Hadrat ‘Abdullah b. ‘Umar (God 
be pleased with him) enquired from Hadrat Ibn ‘Abbas 
(God be pleased with him): “Do you wish to ward off 
Hell and gain entry into Paradise?” Ibn ‘Abbas (God be 
pleased with him) answered: “Yes, why not; I swear in 
the name of God I cherish this desire”. Hadrat Ibn ‘Umar 
(God be pleased with him) then asked: ‘‘Are your parents 
alive ?” Ibn ‘Abbas (God be pleased with him) replied : 
“Yes, my mother is alive”. lbn ‘Umar (God be pleased 
with him) remarked: “If you talk to them in a polite 
manner and look after their neods and feed them well, you 
will certainly be admitted to Paradise provided you abstain 
from capital evils”. (Al-Adab-ul Mufrad) 

Hadrat Abu Huraira (God be pleased with him) once 
sawtwo men. He asked one of them: “What is your 
relationship with the other man”? The person replied : 
“He is my father”. Hadrat Abu Huraira (God_be—pleased 
with him) thereupon advised him, ‘Look, never call him 
by. his Proper name, _walk ahead of him nor sit before he 
takes his seat”. (Al-Adab-ul Mufrad) 

. Be faithful and humble towards a parents. 
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Wakhfid lahumd janahadh dhulli minar rakmah. 

“‘And lower unto them the wing of submission through 
meroy”’. (17: 23) 

To offer humble obedience to parents implies to pay 


constant regard to their dignity. Do not assumo a haughty 
attitude towards them, nor treat them with insolerice. 
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7. Love your parents and consider this act as a privilege and 


8. 


a source of reward in the eternal world. Hadrat Ibn ‘Abbas 
(God be pleased with him) relates that the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : 

“The pious offspring who casts a single look of affee- 
tion at his parents receives a reward from God equal to 
the reward of au accepted Hajj.” The people submitted : 
“O Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
you): Ifsomeone casts a hundred such glances of love 
and affection at his parents, what then?” The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
observed : ‘Yes, indeed, even if one does so a hundred 
time a day, he will get a hundred fold reward. God is 
far greater than you imagine and is completely free from 
petty narrow mindedness.” . (Muslim) 


Obey your parents with full devotion. Even if they show 
some intransigence, obey their will cheerfully. Keeping 
in view the great favours which they have done to you, 
try to fulfil all their demands willingly which may .be 
offensive to your own taste or temperament, provided, of 
course, they are not derogatory to the tenets of religion. 
Hadrat Aba Sa‘id (God be pleased with him) narrates 
that a person came to the presence of the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah he upon him) from Yemen, 
The Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) enquired from him: “Do you have any relations 
in Yemen?’ He submitted: ‘Yes, my father and 
mother are there’. The Holy Prophet (peace and bless- 
ings of Allah be upon him) then asked: ‘‘Did they give 
you permission to leave 7” He submitted: ‘No, I did 
not take their permission”. The Prophet of God (peace 
and blessings of Allsh be upon him) thereupon observed : 
“Go back then and ask the permission of your father and 
mother. If they agree, come back and join the Jihad, 
otherwise, attend on them and render good tervice to 
them”. (4bu Dawud) 
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Realise the value of rendering obedienco to parents 
from the fact that a man came from miles intendiug to 
join the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 

“upon him) in Holy war for the glory of religion, yet the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
turned him beck seying : ‘You can join the Holy War only 
if both your father and mother allow you to do so”. 


Hadrat Ubn ‘Abbas (God be pleased with him) reports 
that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed: ‘The man who wakes up in the 
morning having previously discharged all the duties and 
obligations laid upon him by God concerning his parents, 
he will find the two gates of Paradise open for him on 
waking up in the morning ; and in case. there is only one 
parent, the person will find one door of Paradise open for 
him. And in contrast if a man wakes up in the morning 
having previously disreg- ded any obligations or dutios laid 
upon him by God concerning his parents, Yhen he will find 
two gates of Hell open for him on waking up in the 
morning ; and in case one of the parents is alive, then the 
man will find one gate of Hell open for him”. The man 
submitted: ‘O Prophet of God (peace and ble: sings of 
Allah be upon you), if the parents are treating him 
wrongly, what then?” The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) affirmed: ‘‘Yes, even if 
they are treating him wrongly; yes, indeed, even if they are 
treating him wrongly”. (Mishkat) 


. Consider your own goods as the property of your parents 
and spend your capital on them with an open hand. The 
Holy Qur’an affirms : p 


ed ee ee) a er 2 Pe 


ara HT LF addy Ls AG LE 


He aisle. Sais 


198 


” Pus'alunaka madha yunfigina gul ma anfagium min 


 phatrin folil walidains. (2 : 215) 


10. 


‘They ask thee, what they shall spend. Say what ye 
spend for good must go to parenta”’. 

On one occasion s man came to the presence of the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
and complained that his father took whatever goods he 
wanted from him. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) sent for that man’s father. An old, 
infirm mon came walking with the help of a stick. When 
the Holy Prophet (pesce and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) interrogated him on the point, the old man submit- 
ted: ‘“O Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon you)! There wase time when I was strong and 
he was weak and helpless. I bad money and he was empty 
handed. I never forbade him then to ley his hands on 
anything that I possessed. Today, he is strong and 
healthy end I am old and infirm. He has money and I 
am empty-handed. He now denies me access to his goods”, 
Upon hearing this tale of the old man, the Benefactor of the 
humanity (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) burst 
into tears and addressing the son of the old man 
observed : ‘‘You and your goods are the property of your 
father”. 

Even if your father and mother are non-Muslims, treat 

them well. Continue to pay them respect and devotion 

and serve them faithfully. However, in case they command 

you to become s polytheist or indulge in a sinful act, 
refuse to obey them and sternly repulse their demand. 
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“And if your (parents) pressurise you to associate 
some one with Me of which you have no knowledge, obey 
them not, yet continue to treat them well in the world.” 


Hadrat Asma’ (God be pleased with her) states : “In 
the sacred lifetime of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Alish be upon him), my mother visited me on one 
occasion. She was a polytheiat at that time, I submitted 
to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him): ‘My mother has come to pay me & visit and sho 
is an unbeliever in Islam. How should I treat her ?’’ The 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
observed :. “Yes, you should continue to show kindness 
to your mother’. : (Bukhari) 
Offer prayers begging grace for your perents, Bring to 
mind their fervent appeals to the Lord and beg His mercy 
for them with zealous end sincere heart, God 
ordains + 
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“And say: My Lord! Have mercy on them both 
as they did oare for me when I was little.” 


In other words, say: ‘O Creator, with meroy, 
devotion, affection and love my Lord they reared me in 
childhood and sacrificed their own pleasure and ease for 
my sake but, they, in their infirmity and helplessness of 
old age, are more deserving of kindness and love than 
Lever was. God! Ican pay them no recompense. Do 
patroniae them and show them mercy in their miserable 
state”. 


Observe special care in looking after your mother, By 
nature, the mother is weak and more sensitive and needs 
your better treatment and. devetion. Moreover, her 
favours and sacrifices are comparatively far greater than 


the father. Hence religion has conceded preferential tights 
to the mother and has enjoined upon the believers to treat 
their mothers with special consideration. The Holy Qur'an 
affirms : 
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Wa wassainal insdna biwalidaihi theand. Hamalat-hu 
ummuhu kurhan wa wada’ athu kurhan wa hamluhu wa 
Sisaluhi thalathina shahra. (46 : 15) 


“And We have commanded unto man kindness to- 
wards parents, His mother beareth him with suffering, 
bringeth him forth with suffering, bearing of him and 
“weaning of him is thirty months”. 


While enjoining upon the believers to show good 
behaviour towards both father and mother, the Holy 
Qur’an has drawn a poignant picture of constant suffering 
of psin and hardships by the mother and has excellently 
pointed out in # psychological manner the fact that the 
devoted mother deserves comparatively more of your 
service and kind behaviour than your father.. The same 
fact has been elucidated in greater detail by the Prophet 
of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), 


Hadrat Abu Huraira (God be pleased with him) 
reports; ‘‘A man came to the presence of the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings,of Allah be upon him) and submitted : 
“O Prophet’ of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
you’! Who deserves the noblest treatment from me ?”” 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) observed: “Your mother”. He again submitted : 
“And next?” The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
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Allah be upon him) observed : ‘Your mother”. When the - 
man submitted for the fourth time: “And who next” ¢ 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) observed : ‘Your father”. (Al-Adabul Mufrad) 


Hadrat Jahma (God be pleased with him) paid a oall 
on the Hely Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) and submitted: ‘“O Prophet of God (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon you)! I wish to join you in 
the Jihad and have come to solicit your guidance in this 
matter, I seek your command”. The Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) enquired from him : 
“Ts your mother alive?” Jahma (God be pleased with him) 
submitted: ‘‘Yes, she is alive’. Thereupon the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), said 
“Return to her then and devote yourself to her service, for 
Paradise lies under her feet”. (Ibn Majah, Nasa’t).. 


Hadrat Awais (may God show him meroy) was & con- 
temporary of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him), but he could never attain the pri- 
vilege of calling on the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him). He had an old mother to whose 
service he devoted himself day and night. He cherished 
a great desiro to see the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah:be upon him) and it was but natural for every 
Muslim to have a burning desire to catch & glimpse 
of the Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Alleh 
be upon him), Hadrat Awais (God be merciful to him) 
indeed wanted to pay a call, yet the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him). forbade him to come. 
Similarly, Hadrat Awais (meroy of God be on him) 
cherished an ambition to discharge the obligation of Hajj, 
yet as long as his mother remained alive, Hadrat Awais 
(God be merciful to him) never set out for the Hajj alone. 
He fulfilled the desire to perform Hajj only after his 
mother’s demise. 


13, Treat your foster mother well. Do service to her and 


14, 


show her respect and sdoration. Hadrat Abu Tufail (God. 
be pleased wath him) states: ‘I once witnessed the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
distributing meat at a place called -Ja'rana’, Presently, 
a lady arrived and approached near the Holy Prophet 


- {peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). The Prophet 


of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) spread 
out his sheet for her and the lady sat on it. I enquired 
from the people, ‘Who is this lady?’ The people told me: 
“This lady is the foster mother of the Holy Prophet (peace 
end bleasings of Allah be upon him). (Abu Dawid) 
Remember? your parents after they have passed away. 
Observe the following etiquettes to render good service to 
your deceased parents : 


1, Offer prayers continuously invoking mercy of God 
upon your dead father and mother. 


The Holy Qur’an enjoins upon the pious to say thia 
prayer : 


© Std eo ree oe oe e Fee we 08 6 oe 
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Rashanagh fel waliwalidayya wa lil mo’minina yauma 
yaqumul hisab. 
O our Lord! Grant forgiveness to me and my parents 
and pardon all the faithful on the day of Reckoning. 
Hadrat Abu Huraira (God be pleased with him) states: 
“When the deceased is elevated to high degrees of favour, 
he enquires in astonishment : ‘How so?” He is informed 
by God, “Your offsprings have been offering prayers 
begging mercy for you (and God has accepted those 
petitions of mercy)”. 
Hadrat Abu Huraira (God be pleased with him) also 
states : 


“The Holy Prophet (peace and blesainga of Allah be 
upon him) observed: The opportunity to do something 
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ends with one’s death, yet there are three things which 
continue to sfford benefit to him after death—a reourring 
charitable act ; knowledge which he has imparted to others 
from which people derive benefit and thirdly, pious offapr- 
ings who continue to offer prayers invoking mercy of God 
upon him. 

. Fulfil all the contracts snd promises made by your 
parents and carry out their will. Your parents must have 
made many agreements with some people, they might have 
made s covenant with God; they might have taken 
vow ; they might have promised to deliver goods to some- 
one ; they might have owed & debt to somebody but were 
unable to discharge it before death overtook them ; they 
might have made o will at the time of their death. 
Fulfil all these obligations to the extent of your means. . 

Hadrat ‘Abdullah b. ‘Abbas (God be pleased with him) 
narrates: ‘“Hadrat Sa‘d b. “Ubada (God be pleased with 
him) submitted to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him), “O Prophet of God (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon you)! My mother had taken 
a vow, but she expired before discharging it. Can I carry 
out the vow on her behalf?” The Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) affirmed : ‘Why not ! 
You must carry out the vow taken by her’. 

. Show good conduct to the friends of your father and the 
female companions of your mother. Treat them with 
respect. Seek their advice just as you seek the advice of 
your elders and pay due regard to their opinions and advice. 
On one oocasion, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) observed : “There is no superior deed 
of piety than that’ man should do good service to the 
companions and friends of his father”. 

Once Hadret Abu Darda (God be pleased with him) 
fell ill and his condition continued to aggravate till they 
lost all hopes of his life. Hadrat Yusuf b. ‘Abdullah (God 
be plossed with him) made a long journey and came to 
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enquire after his health. On sceing him, Hadrat Abu 


Darda asked in astonishment: ‘How are you here?” 
Yusuf b. ‘Abdullah (God be pleased with him) replied-: 
“I have come here only to enquire after your health, for 
you were on terms of deep friendship with my late father”, 


Hedrat Abu Barda (God be pleased with him) relates : 
“When I arrived in Medinah, ‘Abdullah b. ‘Umar (God 
be pleased with him) paid me a visit andsaid: ‘Abu 
Barda (God be pleased with you), do you know why I 
have come to see yout” Treplied: ‘No. I have no idea 
why you have come here.” Thereupon Hadrat ‘Abdullah b, 
‘Umar (God be pleased with him) said: “I have heard 
the Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) 98 affirming: ‘The man who wishes to render good 
service to his father, who is in the grave, ought to show 
good treatment to his father’s companions and friends.” 
Having related this saying of the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) ‘Abdullah b. ‘Umar 
(God be pleased with him) remarked: ‘Brother, my 
father ‘Umar and your father (God be pleased with him) 
were on terms of deep friendship. I wish to commemorate 
this friendship and fulfil its duties.” (Ibn Hibban) 


» Show constant good treatment to the relations of your 


parents gnd entertain full respect and pay due regard to 
the sanctity of these connexions. An indifferent and 
irresponsible conduct towards these relations is tantamount 
to treating your own parents with indifference and 
negligence. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allsh be upon him) observed: “Do not observe indiffer- 
ence towards your ‘forefathers. To show carelessness in 
your conduct towards your parents is to display ingrati- 
tude to God.” 

If, God forbid, you have been guilty of negligence in treat- 
ing your parents well or discharging your full obligations 
towards them during their lifetime, do not despair of 


God’s mercy. Offer prayers constantly invoking blessings 
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of God upon your deceased parents. It is possible God 
may forgive your sin of negligence and admit you ameng 
the ranks of the pious people. 


Hadrat Anas (God be pleased with him) relates: The 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
affirmed : 

“If ® person does not observe filial devotion to his 
parents during their lifetime, and both Parents or one of 
them passes away, the Person ought to offer prayers for 
his deceased parents and beg His Mercy and beseech Him 
to grant salvation to them till God in His Mercy ordains 
their admission to the rolls of the pious people”. 


Etiquettes of 
Married Life 


The sublime culture and civilization which Islam 
envisages can only come into existence when we succeed 
in building up the structure of a righteous society. And 
a.stable and well-organized family system is a prerequisite 
for the birth of a righteous society. Family life begins with 
the sacred matrimonial connexion between husband and wife 
and the development of this connexion into a permanently 
happy and pleasant matrimonial life chiefly depends on the 
fall awareness of the etiquettes and duties of marital life 
in both husband and wife and their zeal, sincerity and 
devotion to observe those etiquettes and discharge obligs- 
tions of married life. Let us in the first place deal with 
those etiquettes and obligations which concern the husband 
and then we shall proceed to discuss the etiquettes and 
duties to be observed by the wife. 

. Treat your wife well in life. Discharge your obligations 
towards her with a liberal heart and adopt a favourable and 
self-aacrificing attitude in every matter concerning your 
wife. God ordaine : 


oie Foes ow @ 
Bg pall rytle 4 
Wa asbirahunna bilma’rufi. 


“And live with them in # good manner”. 


In @ sermon to &® mammoth congregation on the eve 
of Hajja-tul-Widah (Last Hajj) of the Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him), the Holy Prophet (peace 
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and blessings of Alish be upon him) enjoined upon the 
Muslims : 


“‘O people ! Listen ! Behave weil towards women, for 
they are like captives with you. You have no right to 
give them harsh treatment save in the case when they show 
open disobedience. If they are guilty of disobedience, keep 
away from them in the bed room. In case You punish them, 
take care not to cause them severe injury. When they come 
round and obey your wili, do not find Pretexts to harass 
them. Listen carefully ! you have some rights over your 
wives and your wives have some rights over you. They 
‘owe an obligation to you not to let your beds be trampled 
by anyone whom you dislike and not let anyone trespass 
into your house whose visit you do not like. And 
listen, you owe a duty to them to feed them well and provide 
good clothing to them”, (Riyad-us-Salihin) 

In other words, make such provisions for their feoding 
and clothing as are befitting to a marital relationship of 
unique intimacy, union of hearts and a spirit of companion- 
ship, 

2, Entertain » good opinion about your wife as far as possible 
and adopt an attitude of politeness, toleration and magna- 
nimity for the sake of amicable living with her. If she 
lacks beauty of face or Person or is deficient in good 
manners, morality, good senso or skill in household affairs, 
bear these faults with patience, Look to her virtues and 
maintain a harmonious relationship by means of 
Generosity, liberality of mind and _ self-sacrifice, God 
ordains : 


Was-sulhu khair. 
“And amity contains goodness.” 
And the believers are enjoined upon as follows : 
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Fa-in-karihtumihunna fa-‘asa antakrahu shai’an wa yop 
alallahu fihi khairan kathira. (4: 19) 


“For if ye hate them it. may happon that ye hate a 
thing wherein Allah hath placed much good”. 


The same subject has been elucidated by the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) in the 
following Tradition : 


“No believer should hate his pious wife. Lf he dis- 
likes one habit of his wife, it is possible he may like her 
for some other aspects of her character”. 

Asa matter of fact each woman has some weakness of 
one sort or another and if the husband turns against 
her on account of her bearing a certain deficiency and 
conceives a hatred for her, a pleasant home life becomes 
impossible for the couple. Commonsense dictates that man 
should adopt a liberal attitude and reposing his trust in 
God should endéavour to live amicably with his wife. It 
is possible that God may vouchsafe to that man. merely for 
the sake of thia woman, such bounties which his limited 
mind cannot comprehend. For instance, this woman may 
possess excellent virtues of religion, faith, character and 
morality in reward for which God may shower blessings 
upon her own family or may be a pious soul is born of 
this woman who may prove beneficial for the whole mah- 
kind and may serve as a Sadaga Jariah ({Contining Charity) 
in favour of the father till the end of his life, or perhaps 
the woman may serve as a means of reforming the character 
of ber man and thus may help him to gain proximity to 
Paradise or it may be that God may bless this man with 
large subsistence and prosperity because such a blessing 
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of prosperity was destined for his wife. At any rate, do 

not ruin your married life impetuously on the grounds of 

an apparent defect in the woman. On the other hand, be 

wise and try to promote gradually an atmosphere of happi- 
“ness and concord in the home. 


- Adopt an attitude of forgiveness and kindness. Forget 
all the faults of omission, stupid actions and disobedient 
attitude of your wife. The woman is deficient and weak 
in wisdom and commonsense and bears an extremely 
passionate temperament. Hence try to bring her round 
with patience, calmness, kindness, affection and devotion, 
Try to get along with her with ‘patience and restraint, 
God ordains : 


O28 Bis OP see cone . Fey wee ob, 


Igo pS2IS1 5 SIGS ge ot Lj st YL 
of OF Nyal oy 


my Fe Od One ttre cores ~ os esre. 


al ob NARS g lyodnal y pias Ob 5 pay 


Meo tee 


OVE Ghdly , poe ote 


Ya-ayyuhalladhina dmanu inna min azwajikum wa 

aulddikum aduwwan lakum fahdharahum wa-in ta‘ fa 
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(Attaghabun : 14) 


“O ye who believe ! verily, among your wives and your 
children, there are enemies for you, therefore beware of 
them. And if ye efface and overlook and forgive, then 
Allah is Forgiving, Merciful”. 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) affirmed : 


‘Be good to women. The woman has been created out 
of the rib and the uppermost part of the rib ends in a 
curve ; so if you try to straighten out the curve, it will 
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break, yet if you leave it alone, the curve will remain. 
Hence, be good to women”. (Bukhari, Muslim) 

. Treat your wife politely and show love and affection to 
her. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has affirmed : 


“The believers who possess perfect faith are those who 
display the best manners, and the best among you are 
those who treat their wives in the best possible manner’. 

(Pirmidhi). 

Politeness and tenderness of behaviour can best be 
judged in the home. People are constantly living amidst 
their family members and the real temper and moral con 
duct of man is completely revealed in the free and uninhibit- 
ed atmosphere of the home. It is a fact that only such 
believers possess perfect faith who displey civility, kind. 
ness and affectionate behaviour towards their family 
members and who support, sympathise, love and adore 
inmates of their household. 


Hadrat ‘A’isha (God bo pleased with her) reports : “or 
used to play with dolls along with my playmates in the 
house of the Holy Prophot (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him). On the arrival of the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) all of them used tc 
hide themselves in the nooks and corners of the house. The 
Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
used to search out each one of them and send-them to join 
me in the play”. (Bukhari, Muslim) 

Once on the occasion of Hajj, the camel of Hadrat 
Safiya (God be pleased with her) sat down on the ground 
and she was therefore left behind while the entire caravan 
passed on. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) came to her and found her weeping without 
restraint. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) stood there wiping off her tears with the edge 
of a sheet with his own holy hands. While the. Prophet 
of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) wiped 
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off tears from her eyes, she (God be pleased with her) 
continued to weep unrestrainedly for a long time”. 

» Make liberal provisions for all the needs of your wife and 
do not stint in expenses. Feel a sense of Pleasure and 
comfort in spending your lawful earnings on members .of 
your family. You owe an obligation to your wife to 
provide her with food and clothing and to struggle 
energetically, in order to earn enough money to discharge 
this obligation, is the most pleasant duty of a husband. 
The performance of this duty with an open and cheerful 
heart earns for the believer the reward of a happy marital 
life in this world and @ favourable recompense and bounty 
in the world to come. The Holy Prophet (peace and bless- 
ings of Allah be upon him) has affirmed : 


“You spend a dinar in the way of God ; you spend 
another dinar to ransom a slave ; you give away one dinar 
-a8 alms to @ beggar ; and there is one dinar which you 
spend on your family. Among all these, the dinar that 
will earn the best reward and blessings of God is the one 
which you have spent on you family’. (Muslim) 


» Teach your wife the rules and manners enjoined by religion 
Let her observe Islamic morality and make her life grace- 
ful. Make every possible effort to train and mould her 
according to the Islamic pattern of life so that she may 
prove to bea good wife, good mother and a pious devotee 
of God and may discharge her duties as a wifo efficiently 
and faithfully. God affirms : 


S atone 
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Ya-ayyuhalladhin manu gi anfusakum wa ahlikum nara. 


“O ye who believe! Save yourselves and your family 
from the Fire of Hell’. : 


As the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) devoted himself to preaching and teaching the laws 


-212 


of religion outside the home, likewise he continued to per- 
form the same function inside his home. Making an 
illusion to this fact, the Holy Qur’an addresses the wives 
of the Holy Prophet (peace snd blessings of Allah be upon 
him } in these words : 

‘‘And remember the verses of God and the matters 
of wisdom that are conveyed to you in your house”. 

The Qur’an has advised the believers through the 
ministry of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) : 


ee ee ed sate 
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; Wa’mur ahlaka bissalati wastabir ‘alatha, 

“And urge upon the inmates of your house to observe 
prayers and fully abide by this obligation yourself 
too”’. 

The Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) affirms : 

“When a man wakes up his wife during the night 
and they offer two Rak’ahs of Prayers together, God 
ordains that the man’s name should be included in the 
rolls of the male rememberers of God and the woman's namo 
in the register of those females who offer praises to God 
and remember Him.” (Abu Dawud) 

‘The second Caliph Hadrat ‘Umar (God be pleased with 
him) used to stand all night offering devotions to God, 
Near the hour of dawn he used to wake his wife saying : 
“Rise, get up and say prayers’, and later he (God be 
pleased with him) used to recite this verse also : 


a fh ke 
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Wa'mur ahiak bis-salatt wastabir a laiha. 
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“And urge upon the inmates of ycur house to observe 
prayers and fully abide by this obligation yourself ’’. 


. If you possess several wives, show equal treatment. to all of 
them. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
wpon him) used to observe great care in dispensing equal 
treatment to his wives. On the eve of setting out for a 
journey the Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) used to draw lots and took with him the wife 
whose name was decided by the toss. Hadrat Abu Huraira 
(God be pleased with him) states that the Holy Prophot 
{peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : 

"Vf a man has two wives, but docs not treat them with 
equality and even-handed justice, he shall be resurrected 
on the Day af Judgement in such a condition that half of 
his body. is paralysed”. (Tirmidht) 

‘Justice’ and ‘equality’ imply to treat them equally in 
all matters and show the same kind of behaviour to each 
wifo. As regards the fact that a man may be specially 
attracted towards one wife or may be drawn to her or 
cherish deeper feelings of love for her, God will award no 
punishment to the man for it. 

. Obey your husband with a willing heart and feel pleasure 
and satisfaction in being faithful to him. This is what 
God commands a wife to do and the believing woman who 
acts according to tho will of God wins His Favour. The 
Holy Qur’an affirms : 


co a 
» Cb CodLelis 
Fas sdlihatu qanitatun. 
“The pious wives are those who show obedience to 
their husbands”. 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed : 
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“No woman should keep fast without the Permission of 
her husband”. (dbu Dawud) 


Streasing the importance of tendering obedience and 
devotion to her husband, the Holy Prophet (peace and 


blessings of Allah he upon him) has warned the 
woman : 


“There are two types of persons whose prayers do not 
rise above their heads—the prayer of a slave who deserts 
his master until he returns to his service and the prayet 
of a woman who shows disobedience to her husband until 
she recants from this behaviour”, 


(Al-Targhib-o-Al-Tarhib) 


. Protect your honour and chastity. Keep away from all 


matters or activitios which contain a possible threat to, 
violate your honour or chastity. This is what God comm- 
ands and it is also an essential prerequisite for making your 
marital life happy and pleasant. No amount of devotion 
and obedience of the wifo can win the heart of.her husband 
if the seeds of suspicion about her infidelity are once sown 
in his mind. Even an ordinary act of carelessness on the 
wife's part may Prompt the devil to fill the heart of her 
husband with indelible doubta and suspicions. Hence 
keeping in view this human weaknest 
vigilance in such matters. 
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The Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has affirmed : i 


“If the woman offers prayers five times a day, protects 
her honour and chastity, remains faithful to her husband, 
she may enter Paradise by whichever gate she likes’, 


(AL-Targhib-o-Al-Tarhit) 


Do not go out of the house without leave or permission of 
your husband. Do not call at homes of which your husband 
disepproves, nor admit anyone into your house whom your 
huchand dislikes. 


ll. 
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_Hadrat Mu‘ddh ibn Jabal (God be pleased with him) 
narrates that the Prophet of God (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) observed: 

“Jt is not lawful for a woman who believes in God to 
admit a man into her house whose visit is disapproved by 
her husband or that she should go out of the house against 
her husband's will or she should obey the will of someone 
else in opposition to her husband’s wishes’’. 

: (Al-Targhib-o-Al-Tarhib) 

In other words, obey the wishes of your husband, even 
watch and be mindful of the slightest indications of 


‘his approval or disapproval. Do not follow the counsels of 


others which are in opposition to the will of your husband. 


Jt should be your permanent concern to make your 
husband happy by your words, actions, behaviour and 
manners, This is not only the real secret of a successful 
marriage, but « means to win the favour of God and admit- 
tance into Paradise. The Holy Prophet (poace and bless- 
ings of Allah be upon him) has affirmed : 


“The woman who dies in such a state that her husband 
was entirely satisfied and in concord with her, will cortain- 
ly enter Paradise”. (Tirmidhi) 


Furthermore, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) observed : 


“When a man calls his wife to fulfil the sexual urge 
and she declines and for this reason the husband remains 
angry with hor all night, the angels send curses upon auch 
a wife till dawn.” . (Bukhari, Muslim) 


Love your husband and value his companionship. He is 
the adornment of your life, your life’a support and a great 
companion and helper in the course of your life. Give 
thenks to God for this great Bounty and value this Bounty 
too with all your heart and soul. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed on 
one occasion : 
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“For the two who love one another there ia no better 
thigg than the ‘Nikah’ (matrimonial tie)’. 

Hadrat Safiyya (God be Pleased with her) cherished 
deep love for the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him). When iliness overcame the Holy 
Prophet of God (peace and Dleasings of Allah be upon him), 
Hadrat Safiyya (God be pleased with her) apoke with 
genuine concern: “Would God that I had fallen ill 
instead of you, O Holy Prophet of God (peace and bless- 
ings of Allah be upon you)!””. At this expression of deep 
love by Hadrat Safiyya (God be pleased with her), the other 
wives of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) looked towards her in astonishment, Thereupon 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blossings of Allah be upon 
him) observed : 


“She is‘not merely making » show of her affection ; 
she is expressing her genuine love”. 


Acknowledge the debt of gratitude you owe to your 
husband and remain grateful to him. Your greatest 
benefactor is your husband who is always concerned with 
making you happy, providing for your needa and feels 
satisfied when he has made all provisions for your comfort. 


Hadrat Asma’ (God be pleased with her) narrates the 
Tradition: J was once with my neighbour friends when 
the Holy Prophet (peace aud blessings of Allah be upon 
him) passed near me. He (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) said ‘Salam’ (peace be on you) to us and observ- 
ed: “Avoid being ungrateful to those whom you owe a 
debt of gratitude. One of you, for instance, lives with her 
parents in an unmarried state for a long period. Then God 
confers upon her a husband. Subsequently, God grants 
her offspring. Yet in apite of all these favours when she 
feels enraged with her husband on some matter, she utters, 
‘Never have I received anything good from you”. 

(Al-Adab ul Mufrad) 


21g 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) in a warning statement to an ungrateful and 


: unthenking wife observed : 
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“On the Day of Judgement, God will not even look at 

a woman who is ungrateful to her husband, despite the 
fact that a wife can never get along without her husband’’. 
(Nasa’t) 


Feel happy in doing service to your husband and afford 
maximum comfort to him at the expense of your own in- 
convenience. Devote yourself to his welfare in all matters 
and by means of this sincere service capture the deep 
affections of his heart. Hadrat ‘A’isha (God be pleased 
with her) used to wash the clothes of the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) with her own 
handa, annointed his sacred head with oil, combed his hair, 
and rubbed perfume on his holy person (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him), The other contemporary pious 
ladies (God be pleased with them) served their husbands: 
in the same manner. 


On one occasion, the Holy Prophet peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) observed : 


“Jt ig unlawful for a human being to prostrate before 
another human.. If it. had been permissible, the wife 
would have been ordained by God to offer prostration to 
her husband. The husband hes the supreme right over 
his wife, and such is the optimum degree of this right that 
in case @ husband’s whole body is covered with wounds and 
the wife licks them all with her tongue, the obligation she 
owes to her husband ig even then not discharged in full 
measure”. (Musnad Ahmad) 


Safeguard the home, property and goods of your husband, 
After marriage consider the husband’s home as your own 
and spend the wealth of your husband wisely and economi- 
cally on the adornment of your home, on the enhancement 
of the prestige of your husband and on securirg a better 
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future for your children. Consider the advancement and 
Prosperity of your husband as your own personal achieve- 
ments. Praising the virtues of the women of the tribe 
of Quraish, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Alish 
be upon him) observed : 

“(How excellent are the women of the tribe of Quraish!’ 
They are most affectionate towards children and most 
efficient guardians of their husband’s homes”, (Bukhari) 


Describing the virtues of a pious wife, the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
observed : 


“Next to the fear of God the most useful and the 
bountiful reward for a believer is a pious wife. When he 


* aske her to do something, she does it cheerfully. When 


he looks at her, she pleases him to the core of his heart 
When he swears upon her trust, she fulfils 
his oath. When he goes away, she protects 
her honour and chastity in his absence and finally in super- 
intendence of her husband's goods and property she 
remains truly faithful and devoted to his interest.” 

(Ibn Majah) 


Observe cleanliness, manage your household affairs wisely 
and look after the decoration and furnishing of your 
homes. Keep your house clean. Arrange everything tidily 
and use things with proper care and skill. A clean and 
tidy home, neatly furnished rooms, good management 
of household affairs and home economy and a 
beautifully dressed and adorned wife wearing « pleasant 
smile on her lip: Il this charges the home atmosphere 
with ourrents of deep love and affection and the marital 
life is enriched with happiness and blessings. This is the 
only way for a wife to gain her personal salvation and to 
win the favour of God. 


On one occasion during a meeting Hadrat ‘A’ishs saw 
that the wife of ‘Uthman b. Mar‘in (God be pleased 


with both of them) was dressed in plain clothes and wore 
no adornments. Hadrat ‘A’isha (God be pleased with her} 
was taken aback and enquired : 


“My good lady! Has your husband ‘Uthman gone 
out on @ journey?” 


. You oan judge from the exclamation of Hadrat 
‘K'isha (God be pleased with her) what a propitious act it 


is for a married woman to adorn and beautify hersef for 
her husband. 


Once @ Muslim lady of Medina (God be pleased 
with her) presented herself before the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him). She was at that time 
wearing gold bangles. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) expressed his disapproval 
of her wearing the gold bangles. The lady submitted : 


“O Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be 
npon you)! If a woman does not adorn herself and make 
her person attractive for her husband, she would soon lose 
her value for him, (Nasa’i) 


Etiquettes of’ 
Bringing up 
The Children 


1. Consider your children as a bounty of God. Celebrate the 


birth of a child with joy and exchange messages of congra- 
tulation on such occasions. Welcome the birth of children 
with prayers for grace and blessings of God. Offer thanks 
to the Lord that He has conferred upon you the favour of 
rearing one of His creatures and that He has afforded you 
the opportunity of leaving behind an heir to represent 
you in spiritual as well as mundane life. 


If you are childless, pray to God for favour of granting 
you pious offspring in the same manner as the venerablo 
Prophet of God Hadrat Zakaria (peace be apon him) had 
aes to God for the grant of pious offepring, 
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Rabbi habit min ladunka dhurriyyatan tayyibatan innaka 
sami‘ -ud-du'a. (3 : 38) 
Lord! Bestow upon me by Thy bounty goodly offspring. 
Lo! Thou art the Hearer of prayer’. 
Do not feel downcast on the birth ofa child. Strictly 
guard against feeling remorse or considering the birth of a 
child as a burden on account of financial hardship, ill- 
health or for any other reason. 
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4. Do not procure an abortion. Abortion or killing s child after 
birth are both acts of heinous barbarity, gruesome cruelty 
and extreme cowardice and entail ruination in this world 
and hereinafter God affirms : 


oe en ee ae ee eee 
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Qad khasi-ralladhina gatala auladahum safahan bighair- 
istlm. (6 : 140) . 

“Those who kill their children out of their foolishness 
are. the greatest losers’. 


In an. impressive condemnation of human short- 
sightedness, God has clearly forbidden the genocide of 
children ; 
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Walataqtula auladakum Sites imlag nahnu 
narzuguhum wa iyydkum inna qatlahum kana khita‘n 
kabira, (7: 31) 

“Slay not your children fearing poverty. We 
shall provide for them and for you. Lo! the slaying of 
them is great sin’. 


“On one occasion a companion (God be pleasod with 
him) enquired from the Holy Prophet (peate and blessings 
of Allah be upon him), “O Prophet of. God (peace and 
hlessings of Allah be upon you)! Which isthe greatest 
sin”? The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) . observed : ‘‘Polytheism’’. The companion 
(God be pleased with him) again asked: “And what 
next’ The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allsh be upon him) observed: ‘Disobedience to parents”’. 
The companion (God be pleased with him) enquired tho 
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third time : ‘And which sin is the greatest next to it?” 
In answer to this, the Holy Prophet of God (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) observed: ‘To kill your 
children fearing that they will share your sustenance.” 

. At the time of delivery, recite Ayat-ul-Kursi and the 
following two verses of Surah Al-A‘raf near the pregnant 
woman. Recite also Surah ‘Al-Falaq’ and Surah ‘An-Nas’ 
repeatedly and after each recitation blow your breath over 
the woman awaiting delivery : 
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Allahu la-ilaha ilahu-wal-hayyul gayyum lata’ khudhuba 
sinatun wa lanaum lahu ma fiesamawiti wa ma fil ard 
man dhalladht yashfa‘u indahu illa bi-idhniht y‘alamu 
ma baina aidthim wa ma khalfahum wa la yubttuna bi- 
shai-im-min ‘ilmsht illa bimd sha’a wasi'a kursiyyu-hus- 
samawati wel arda wa 1d yaiduhi hifeuhuma wa huwal- 

‘aliyyul ‘astm. (2 : 266) 


Allah! There is no God save Him, the Alive, the 
Eternal. Neither slumber nor sleep overtaketh Him, 
-unto Him belongeth whatsoever is in the heavens and what- 
soever isin the earth. Who is that intercedeth with Him 
save by His leave? He knoweth that which is in front 


of them and that which is behind them while they 
encompass nothing of His knowledge save that what He 
wills. His throne includeth the heavens and the earth and 
He is never weary of preserving them. He is the Sublime, 
the Tremendous’. 


The two verses of Surah A‘raf are as under : 
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Inna rabbaku-mulla-hulladht khalagas-samawati wal- 
arda ft sittati-ayydmin thummastawa ‘alal ‘areht 
yughshillatl-annahdra yatlubuha = hathithan = wash- 
shamea walgamara wannu-juma musakharatin bi-amrih. 
Ala lahulthalgu wal-amru. Tabarakallahu rabbul 
‘alamin, Ud'au rabbakum tadarru‘an wa khufyah 
innahd. la yahibbul mu‘tadin. (7 : 54-66), 
“Lo | your Lord is Allah Who crested the heavens and 
the earth in six days, and then sat upon the throne of hie 
Kingdom. Who makes}the night cover the day which is in 
haste to follow it and has made the sun and the moon and 
the stars subservient by HisCommand.. His verily is all 
creation and commandment. Blessed be Allsh the Lord of 
the worlds ! (O-mankind) Call upon your Lord humbly and 
in secret. Lo | He loveth not aggressors”. , 
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6. After birth, bathe the infant and say adhan in its right 
and gamat in its left ear. On the birth of Hadrat 
Husain (God be pleased with him), the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) had said adhan 


and Jqamat in his ears’’. (Labrani)* 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) is also reported to have affirmed: ‘“Whenever 


someone begets & child and says Adhan in its right and 
Igamat in its left ear, the child is immunised against tho 
affliction of Umm-ul-Sibiyan! by this act’’. (Abu Ya‘la) 

There.is great wisdom in conveying the names of God 
and His Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) to the ears of a. new-born infant, 

“In his work entitled ‘Tubfa-tul-Wadud’, ‘Allama Ibn 
Qayyim observes: The significance of this act is that the 
proclamation of the Greatness and Glory of God should be 
the first to reach the ears of a human being”. And the 
affirmation of belief which he will render in full conscious- 
ness later in order to enter the fold of Islam should be 
conveyed to him in the very first day of his life ss a man 
is prompted to recite Kalimah Tauhid (Affirmation of 
belief in One God) at the time of his death. Another 
advantage of sayiag the Adhan and Igamat in the ears of 
the child is that the devil, who lies in ambush planning to 
entrap the human being in trials, flees on hearing the 
sound of Adhan and before the devil can draw the soul of 
the child towards himself, the child is called towards Islam 
and worship of God”. 


7. After the Adhan and Igqamat gets date chewed by some 
pious man or women and paste its pulp on the palate of 
the infant and ask thet man or woman to offer a prayer 
invoking grace and plessings of God upon the child. 
Hadrat Asma (God be pleased with her) reports : “Wher 
‘Abdullah ibn Zubair (God be pleased with him) was born I 


1. “UmmaulSibiyan” refers to Epilepsy which develops in obildren due 
to pollated air, The children faint under the effect of this sioont. 


put him in the lap of the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him).' The Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) asked for a date, 
chewed it and applied his sacred saliva inside the mouth 
and pasted the chewed pulp of date on, the palate of 
‘Abdullah ibn Zubair (God be pleased with him). After- 
wards, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) offered a prayer invoking grace and blessings of 
God upon the child”. 

Hadrat ‘A’isha (God be pleased with her) states : 
“Infants were brought to the presence of the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). Tho Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) used 
to Tehnikl and pray for the favour and blessings of God 
upon them”. (Muslim) 

When Hadrat Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal (may God be 
merciful to him) was blessed with a child, he asked for 
Meccan date which was available in the home and requested 
a pious lady Umm ‘Ali (may God show her mercy) to 
perform the Tehnik. 

8. Give your child a fine name, preferably a name resembling 
that of the Prophets. (peaco be upon them) or put a prefix 
‘Abd with some attribute of God, just as ‘Abd-Allah or 
‘Abd-Rahman, to make up a name for your child. 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has affirmed: ‘On the Day of Judgement, you 
shall be called by your names. So prescribe fine names for 
yourselves”. (Abu Dawud) 

Furthermore, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) observed: ‘Among all your names 
‘Abdullah and, ‘Abdul Rahman are the most favourite of 
God”, In addition; the Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) affirmed: ‘Prescribe those names 


1. ‘Pehnik? means t> chew the date into soft pulp and apply this pulp 
on the palate of the infant. 
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which resemble the names of the Prophets (peace be upon 
them)”. « 

It is recorded in Bukhari that the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) also observed : 
‘Name your children after my name, but do not give them 
my ‘Kuniyyat”’. 


. If you have prescribed a wrong name due to ignorance, 


change it and prescribe some good name. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Alish be upon him) used to alter 
wrong nawes. The name of one of Hadrat ‘Umar’a (God 
be pleased with him) daughter was ‘Asiya. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
changed it and named her Jamila (God be pleased with 
her). (Muslim) 

The original name of Hadrat Zainab (God be pleased 
with her) the daughter of Abu Salama (God be pleased with 
him) was ‘Barrah’, which means ‘the pious one’. On 
hearing this name, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) observed: ‘Do you make a self- 
proclamation of piety?’’ The people submitted, ‘What 
other name shall we prescribe then?” The Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed: ‘(Name her 
Zainab”. (Abu Dawud) 
Perform the ‘Agiga ceremony on the seventh day of the 
birth of a child. Sscrifice two lambs for a boy and one if 
the baby is a girl. However, it is not obligatory to 
slaughter two lambs for a boy. You may sacrifice one animal 
also. Get the hair of the head of the baby shaved off and 
give away in charity gold or silver equal in weight to 
these hair. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) has observed : 

“Prescribe a name for the child on the seventh day 
after birth and perform ‘Agigat ceremony after getting 
the baby’s head shaved off”. : ~ (Tirmidhi) 


1, See the prayer to be offered at the time of ‘Agia on p. 452. 


11. 


12, 


227 


Get the male child circumcised on the seventh day after 
birth. However, if for some reason the operation is put 
off, it is obligatory to get the circumcision performed 
befor the malo child reaches the age of seven. Circumcision 
is part of Islamic faith. 


When the child learns to speak, teach him first of all to 
recite: Wi! at Y, La ilaha illallahu. (There is no god 
but Allah). The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) has observed : 


“When your offspring starts speaking, teach him to 
recite’:— al!l YI al ‘Y° La ilaha illullahu. (There is no god 
but Allah) and never fear about his end. When the milk 
teeth are uprooted, order your child to observe prayers”, 


The Tradition also records that whenever'a child in the 
household of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) began to epeak, the Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) used to teach him the 
second verse of Surah a]-Furqan in which the concept of 
the beliet in One God has been beautifully expressed in a 
conoise form, 
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Alladhé lahu mulkussamawati walardi wa.tam yattakhidh 
waladan wa lam yakun lahu shartkun fil mulki wa 
Khalaga kulla shaiin faqaddarahu tagdira. 

“He unto Whom belungeth the sovereignty of th: 
heavens and the earth, He hath chosen no son nor hath 
He any partner in the sovereignty. He hath created 
everything and hath meted out for it-a role’* 


13. 


Feed the child on your breast-milk. The mother owes this 
obligation to the child. The Holy Qur’an has made repeated 
references to this favour of the mother to her child and has 
enjoined the pious to treat their mothers with extraordinary 
devotion in return for their favour. It isthe duty of the 
mother to inculeate in the soul of the child belief in One 
God, devotion to the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) and love of religion along with the drops of 
her milk which she feeds to the child. She should make 
sure that the heart and soul of her child completely 
assimilates the spirit of religion. Do not ease your burden 
by transferring the duty of rearing the child to a nurse, 
Perform this pleasant obligation off religion yourself and 


. enjoy spiritual satisfaction and ecstasy. 
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Avoid frightening the children. The fright instilled in the 
mind of the child in the early years overshadows 
his mind and intellect for the remainder of his life 
and these children usually prove incapable of achieving 
extraordinary success in life. 

Make it @ point not to shout at, reproach or rebuke children 
on every trifling matter. Make an affectionate endeavour 
to train the children to form good habits with devotion 
and good sense instead of expressing annoyance or con- 
tempt on the faults of children. However, act in such 
@ way that children must remain in fear that you will not 
tolerate any of their actions which do not conform to the 
dictates of religion. 

Always treat your children with affection, love and 
tenderness. Keep them happy by providing for their needa 
and requirements according to your means. Promote 


> sentiments of loyalty and devotion in your children. 


Once Hadrat Mu‘awiys (God be pleased with him) 
asked Ahnaf ibn Qais (God be pleased with him), “Say, in 
what manner the offspring should be treated?” 

Ahnaf ibn Qais (God be Pleased with him) answered : 
“Amir-ul-Mo'minin, the offspring are the fruif of our 


hearts, s support for our backs; we are like the sky 
providing a protective shade over them ; we are like a soft 
and harmless ground on which they recline. It is they 
who give us the incentive to perform great deeds. Hence 
if they demand anything from you, fulfil their demand 
with a generous heart. If they are stricken with sorrow, 
alleviate their grief. Consequently they will love you 
and appreciate your paternal concern. Do not be 
an intolerable burden on them to the extent that they 
should in annoyance wish that you were better dead than 
alive and hate to come near you”. 

Hadrat Mu‘awiya (God bo pleased with him) was 
deeply moved on hearing this wiee speech of Ahnaf ibn 
Qaia (God be pleassed with him) and remarked : “Ahnaf 
(God be pleased with you) I swear in the name of God that 
when you came and sat peside me I was burning with rage 
against Yazid”’. 

Later, when Hadrat Ahnaf (God be pleased with him) 
departed Hadrat Mu’awiys’s {God be pleased with him) 
anger had cooled down and he felt reconciled to Yazid. He 
at once sent two hundred dirhams and two hundred dresses 
eo token of love to Yazid. On receiving these presents, 
Yarid divided them into two equal portions and despatched 
one hundred dirhams and a hundred dresses as a gift to 
Hadrat Ahnof ibn Qais (God be pleased with him). 

. Pat the heads of children with affection; take them up and 
seat them in your laps, fondle them and treat them in good 
humour, Do not rule over them as an irate tyrant. Such 
an attitude stunts the growth of affectionate sentiments 
towards parents in the hearts of children, destroys their 
self-confidence and adversely affects the development of 
their inborn faculties. 

On one occasion Aqra’ ibn Habis {God be pleased with 
him) came to the presence of the Holy Prophet {peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him). The Holy Prophet (peace 

‘and blessings of Allsh be upon him) was at thet time 
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. engaged in fondling Hadrat Hassan (God be pleased with 


him). Aqra’ (God be pleased with him) felt rather surprised 
and submitted, “O Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon you) do you also fondle children. I have 
ten children and have never shown fondness to even one of 
them”——The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) raised his eyes and taking a look at Aqra’ 
observed ; “If God has deprived your heart of kindness 
and affection, what can I do!” 


Hadrat ‘Amir (God be pleased with him) held 4 high 
post in the government during the reign of Hadrat Umar 
(God be pleased with him). He once paid a call at the 
house of Hadrat ‘Umar (God be pleased with him) and was 
astounded to see that a few children had mounted the 
chest of the Caliph and were engaged in play. The Caliph: 
realized the feelings of annoyance writ large on the face of 
‘Amir (God be pleased with him) and enquired, “What 
manner of treatment do you show ‘to your children ?” 
‘Amir (God be pleased with him) now got the opportunity 
to express his viewpoint on the matter. Hp said: ‘‘Amir- 
ul-Mo’minin, as soon as I enter my house the people of my 
household are struck with terror and stand dumb with fear”. 
On hearing this, Hadrat ‘Umar (God be pleased with him) 
said in a deep tone of sorrow : 


*« ‘Amir (God be pleased with you), you are a follower 
of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) and yet are ignorant of the important injunction that 
@ Muslim should behave towards his family members with 
extreme love and deep tenderness.” 


Concentrate all your efforts to train and educate your 
children in piety end honesty and consider the grestest 
sacrifice too little to achieve this purpose. This is an 
obligation laid upon you by religion ; it is a favour you 
owe to your children ; and it is the greatest good that you 
can do to yourself. The Holy Qur'an affirms : 
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O Believers, protect yourself and the people of your 
household from the fire of Hell”, 

The only means of obtaining salvation from Hell-Fire 
is that man should be aware of all the requisite knowledge 
about religion and his life should pass in loyalty and 
devotion to the commands of God and His Messenger (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him). 


The Holy Prophet (peace snd blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has observed : ‘The best gift that a father can 
bestow upon his son is to arrange good education and 
training for him.” (Mishkat) 

In addition to this, the Apostle of God (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) affirmed: ‘The actions of 
man cease with his death. But there are three deeds whose 
reward and blessing continue to reach him even after death : 
Ono that he should make a Sadaga Jariah ‘Recurring 
Charity). Secondly, he should leave behind a legacy of 
knowledge from which people may continue to derive 
benefit ; thirdly, pious offspring who continuously invoke 
mercy of God upon him.” (Muslim) 

In fact the pious offspring are the only means of keep- 
ing alive your cultural traditions, religious doctrines and 
the concept of faith in One God, after you have expired. 
The believer prays for pious offspring so that the younger 
generation may keep the messege of the old generation 
ever green and alive. 

When the children attain the age of seven years, teach 
them ‘Namaz’ and urge them t6 observe prayers. Take them 
to the mosque with you to arouse their interest. If the 
children neglect to observe prayers when they have attained 
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the age of ten, administer suitable punishment to them. 
By word and action make it absolutely clear to them that 
you will not tolerate their evasion of saying prayers. 


. When the children attain the age of ten years, give them 


separate beds to sleepin. The Holy Prophet (peace and., 
blessings of Allah be upon him) has observed : 


“When your children are seven years old, urge them 
to observe prayers. When they attain the age of ten and 
neglect saying preyers, punish them, and after this age 
Provide separate beds for them to sleep in.” x 


Always keep your children clean and neat. Take care that 
they are clean, neat and bathed. Keep their dress pure 
and clean. However, avoid excessive adurnment or ostent- 
ation in dressing up children. Keep the dress of # female 
child simple and clean. Do not spoil the nature of your 
children by dressing them up in gaudy and flambuoyant 
clothes. 


Do not point out the faults of your children in the presence 
of others and strictly abstain from degrading or hurting 
the self-respect of your children. 


Do not express your dismay at reforming your children in 
their presence. Instead praise them generously even for 
their ordinary virtues in order to boost up their morale. 
Make constant endeavours to encourage them, and to foster 
self-confidence and boldness in them so that they may strive 
for the highest goals in the field of life. 


Keep telling the children the stories of the Prophets (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon them), tales of the pious 

people (God he pleased with them} and episodes of the 
courageous feats of the illustrious companions of the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Alleh be upon him), This 
must be considered an essential means of training, 
oivilizing, cheracter-building and arousing love for 
religion among the young and despite countless other pre- 
ocenpations you must find some time to talk on these 
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subjects with your children. Recite to them the Holy Qur’an 
in a sweet rhythmical voice frequently and on occasions 
relate to them the stirring stories and traditions of the life 
and work of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him). In this manner, you should try to inculcate 
in the hearts of the young warm sentiments of true love 
and devotion to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him). 

Let the children distribute food or money to the poor with 
their own hands sometimes so that the virtues of liberality, 
generosity and charity to the poor may develop in their 
hearts. On occasions, let brothers and sisters distribute 
shares of food or other eatables among themselves without 
your aid, This will create in them an awareness of the 
rights of others and accustom them to fair-dealing. 


Do not comply with each legitimate or non-genuine desire 
of the children. By means of patience and commonsense 
teach them to give up this habit. Be strict with them at 
times and do not turn them into obstinate and self-willed 
youngsters by showering excessive love upon them. 


Avoid thundering and shouting at the highest pitch of 
your voice end urge the children to speak softly in 
moderate tone and abstain from shouting or railing at each 
other. 

Inculeate the habit of self-help in children. They should 
not look to the servants to do every little job for them. 
This habit makes the children lazy and crippled in some 
ways. Foster the habits of sturdiness, hard work and 
strenuous application among the children. 

In the event of an altercation taking place among children, 
do not lend undue support to your own child. You must 
realise that the sentiments which yoa cherish in your 
heart for your child are exactly the eame which other 
people have for their children. Keep in view the faults of 
your own child snd in all untoward circumstances try to 
pinpoint the error and feultof your own child and then 
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make an earnest endeavour to eliminate these childish 
shortcomings in a wise manner by exercising constant 
vigilance. 


Show equal treatmont to all your children and avoid going 
to extremes in the matter of behaving towards children. 
If you are naturally drawn towards a particular child then, 
of course, it*can’t be helped. Yet in behaviour and 
dispensation of requirements you must show equal treat- 
ment and evenhanded justice. Do not show distinctive 
favour to a child to the dismay of other children. This will 
foster inferiority complex, hatred and frustration and all 


‘this will finally erupt into rebellious conduct. These evil 


sentiments greatly > retard the development of natural 
faculties of a child and leave an adverse effect on the moral 
and spiritual growth of the child’s personality. 


On one occasion Hadrat Bashir (God be pleased with 
him) took his son Hadrat Noaman (God be pleased with - 
him) to the presence of the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) and submitted : “‘O Prophet 
of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon you)! I 
possessed one slave and I have transferred that slave to 
the ownership of this son of mine’. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) enquired : ‘Have 
you given a slave to each of your sons?” Hadrat Bashir 
(God be pleased with him) submitted: ‘No’. Therenpon 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) commanded him: ‘Take the slave back from him. 
Fear God and show equal treatment to all of your 
children”, Hadrat Bashir (God be pleased with him) 
returned home and revoked the tranefer of ownership of 
the slave to No‘man. According to another traditon, the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
had observed on that occasion: ‘‘Do not make me a 
witness of sin. I shail not be s witness to injustice’. In 
yet another tradition it is reported that the Holy Prophet 
{peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed to 
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Hadrat Bashir (God be pleased with him): ‘Do you wish 
that all your sons should behave equally well towards you!” 
Hadrat Bashir (God be pleased with him) submitted : 


* «Q Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 


you): Yes, why not!” The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) observed: ‘‘Do not act in 
this manner then”. (Bukhari, Muslim) 


Always present a good practical model before the children. 
Your own life style serves as 8 mute and permanent 
precept for your children. Children constantly learn and 
adopt lessons from your own conduct in life. Do not tell 
# lie even as & matter of fun before the children. 

Hadrat ‘ABdullah b. ‘Amir (God be pleased with him) 
relates an episode from his own life as follows: ‘‘One. day 
when the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) was present in our house, my mother called for 
me and said: ‘Come here, I have something for you”. 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
was watching. He (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) observed to my mother, ‘‘What is it that you want 
to. give to the child?” My mother submitted: “I wish 
to give him # date”. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) observed: “If you had 
called the boy on the pretext of. giving him something and 
in fact did not give him anything on his arrival, surely 
this sin of falsehood would have been added to the scroll 
of your deeds”. (Abu Dawud) 
Celebrate the birth of a female child with ss much rejoicing 
as you observe on the birth of a male child. Boy or girl, 
both are a gift from God and only He knows better whether 
a boy or @ girl is propitious for you. It does not behove 
a feithful of God to demure or feel crest-fallen on the birth 
ofa girl. Such behaviour ie the height of ingratitude and 
an ingolence towards the Omniscient and Merciful God. 


The Tradition records : ‘When # girl is born to someone © 
God senda angels to his home who pronounce; “O 
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inmates of this house! peace be on you”. The angels take 
the baby girl under their wings and passing their hands on 
her head in a gesture of affection observe: “This isa 
weak creature born out of a weak creature. Whosoever 
protects and rears this infant girl, God shall sustain him 
till doomsday”. (Tabrani) 


Train and bring up your girls with a sense of great 
pleasure, spiritual satisfaction and in the spirit of religion. 
Yn return for this pious service anticipate from God that 
He will admit you to the uppermost level of Paradise”. 
The Holy Prophet {peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has affirmed: “The man who patronises 
three daughters or three sisters, educates them and 
teaches them good manners and behaves kindly towards 
them till they become independent of his care by the will 
of God, is entitled by God to enter Paradise.” Thereupon 
a person submitted: “If there be only two daughters or 
two sisters?” The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) affirmed: ‘‘The same reward will be 
given for similar conduct towards two daughters or two 
sisters”, Hadrat Ibn ‘Abbas (God be pleasei with him) 
observes: ‘‘Had the people enquired about the reward for 
rearing one girl in this manner, the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Alleh be upon him) would have given the 
same glad tidings”. (Mishkat) 


Hadrat ‘Aishah (God be pleased. with her) narrates, 
“Qne day a women accompanied by two small girls camo 
to visit me and begged me to give her something. I had 
only one date which I handed over to her, The woman 
divided the date into two halves and gave one half to each 
girl, leaving nothing to eat for herself, Afterwards she 
stood up and went out. The same moment the Holy Prophet, 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) entered the 
house, I related the whole matter to him (peace and 
bleesings of Allah be upon him). On hearing the case, the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah he upon him 
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observed : “Any man who is put to trial on account of 
daughters being born to him and he comes out of the trial 
successful by virtue of showing good treatment’ to his 
daughters, these girls will serve him as shield against 
the fire of Hell on the Day of Judgement”, (Mishkat) 
Do not look down up tho female child, nor show preference 
to the boy over the girl in any matter. Treat both with 
equal love and behave towards both in. an equal manner, 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) has affirmed: ‘‘Anyone who is blessed with the birth 
of a girl and does not bury her alive in the manner of the 
pagan days and does not look down upon her; neither shows 
preference to the boy over the girl nor considers the boy in 
any way superior to the girl, such a man will surely be 
admitted into Paradise by God”. (Abu Datoud) 
Give the prescribed share to the girl out of your property 
willingly and careful attention. This share is ordained by 
God and no one has the authority to increase or decrease 
the amount of this share. It does not behove s pious 
believer to make excuses in the matter of paying the share 
of the girl or to. feel content by giving away some fraction 
of it according to his own personal views. Such an action 
is a breach of covenant with God as well as tantamount to 
offering an ingult to the religion. (God forbid !) 

Along with these practioal measures, say prayers from the 
depths of your soul and with sincere devotion of heart for 
your offspring. We may trust the Munificent and Kind 
God that He will not let earnest prayers offered by the 
parents out of the depth of their soul go unanswered. 


Etiquettes of 
Friendship 


lL. Love your friends and become the object of love of your 
friends. The man who is held in deep affection by his 
friends and who cherishes feelings of love for his friends 
is the most fortunate person, The person who avoids the 
company of other people and whom the people regard with 
feelings of disgust is the most deprived man. The man who 
has no wealth is not poor. In point of fact great poverty 
consists in being friendless. A friend makes life beautiful, 
acts as a supporter in the journey of life and is a gift of 
God. Make friends and become friends of others, The 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
has affirmed : 

“The believer is an embodiment of love and affection. 
‘And the man who neither loves others nor is loved by 
others has no good or virtue in him.” ‘ 

(Mishkat, Bab al-Shafqat) 

The Holy Qur’an hee affirmed : 
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“The believing men and believing women are protect- 
ing friends of one another.” 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 


upon him) used to cherish deep feelings of affection for all 
his illustrious compenions (God be pleased with them) #0 


each ‘one of them entertained the happy thought that the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
loved him more than any one else. 


Hadrat ‘Amr b. alAs (God be pleased with him) 
reports : ‘The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah: 
be upon him) used to converse with me with such deep 
attention and sincerity and lavished such great care on me 
that I came to believe myself to be the best person among 
my people. And one day I submitted to the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) : '‘O Prophet of 
God (peace” and blessings of Allah be upon you) : Who is 
better—Me or Abu Bakr?” The Holy Pruphet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) observed: ‘Abu Bakr is 
the better one.”’ I submitted again: ‘‘Whois better—Me 
or ‘Umar (God be pleased with him) ?’”” The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) affirmed : 
“Umar is better.” I submitted once more : ‘‘O Prophet of 
God (peace and blessings of Alleh be upon you : Who is 
better—Me or ‘Uthman (God be pleased with him) 1” The 
Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
observed ; ‘“‘Uthman is better than you”. I then requested 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) to explain the real matter in detail whereupon the 
Holy Prophet (pesce and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
told me the plain truth. I felt greatly ashamed of myself 
and wondered what impelled me to ask such questions ! 

. Maintain amicable social relations with your friends and 
try to develop sincere links and ‘continue to cement friend- 
ships. Avoid adopting an attitude of annoyance with your 
friends or keeping aloof from them, When man lives in 
the society of other men and has to participate in social 
matters, it-is inevitable that he should suffer different 
kinds of shocks. Sometimes his sentiments are hurt ; at 
other times his reputation is tarnished ; one time his pesos 
ig disturbed, other times his usuel activities sre interfered 
with, Sometimes things are done against his temper and 
desires ; &t other timos his patience and endurance are 
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severely tried and at times he has to suffer great financial 
loss. In other words, he has to face all kinds of triala and 
tribulations. But when # man suffers these hardships, 
his heart is strengthened and he gains in wisdom and 
experience. Good morals develop in his personality and 
* passing through a natural process of training and purifi- 
cation he makes rapid spiritual and moral progreas. He 
thus acquires the sublime virtues of patience, forbearance, 
selflessness, affection, sympathy, humanity, respeot, loyalty, 
devotion and co-operation, sincerity and love, generosity 
and gallantry, kindness and favour to the highest degree 
and he becomes an instrument of goodness and blessing for 
the human society. Every man holds him in estesm and 
values his friendship ; each man considers him a source of 
blessing in his favour. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) has observed : 

“The Muslim who participates in social matters with 
other men and shows forbearance if hp suffers any pain 
from them is » far better person than the one who isolates 
himeelf from the people and is dismayed atthe hardships 
caused by others.” (Tirmidhi) 

. Form friendships with the pure and righteous. people. In’ 
the choice of friends do keep in mind the thought as to 
how far the people with whom you are forging bonds of 
amity and friendship can prove useful to you from the 
viewpoint of religion and morality. There is a famous 
maxim which says:. If you wish to ascertain the moral 
state of a man, look at the moral condition of his friends’’. 
And the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has observed : “‘A man follows the beliefs of his 
friend: Hence each man should deeply consider the question 
as to what kind of « man is the person with whom he is 
striking a friendship”. (Muanad Ahad, Mishkat) 

The observation that a man will follow the beliefs of 
his friend ‘implies. that when a man keeps the company of 
his friend he wil! be affected by the sentiments, thoughts; 
taste and the mental outlook of his friend. He will inevi- F 
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‘tably begin to judge things according to the standard of 
likes and dislikes adopted by his friend. Hence a man 
should exercise utmost care in choosing a friend and should 
establish bonds of affection and friendship with a person 
whose taste, temperament, and activities | conform to the 
tenets of faith and religion. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) has enjoined : “Develop a 
relationship’ of love and friendship with a believer only and 
est and drink in his company only”, Furthermore the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
affirmed : 

“Keep company. with the believer and only the right- 
cous should eat from the Dastar Khwan} of « believer.” 

Eating together naturally stimulates sentiments of 
warm affection and love between friends and these links 
should only be developed with the believers who are God- 
fosring and righteous people always keep away from those 
who have forgotten God and are irresponsible and indifferent 
in carrying out the commands of religion and are immersed 
in immorality. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) has described tho nature of relationship 
with a good and bad friend in a sublime allegory : 

“The example of # good ora bad friend is like that of 
& desler of musk-perfume and an ironsmith who stokes the 
furnace. In the company of the perfumer you will certainly 
derive some benefit i.e. you will buy musk perfume or at 
least its sweet odour will afford pleasure to you. On the 
other hand, the furnace of the ironamith will burn your 
house or set your clothes ablaze or the foul fumes emitted 
by the furnace will give you a headtohe.”” 

(Bukhari, Muslim) 

‘The Tradition is recorded by Abu Dawud in the follow- 
ing words : 

“The example of & pious friend is like that of a musk- 
perfumery shop-keeper, If nothing, at least the benofit of E 
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sweet smell can be derived from this friend. The example 
of an evil friend is like that of afurnace. Even if your 
clothes are not set ablaze, yeur dress will certainly be 
blackened by the fumes of the furnace”. 

. Love your friends for the sake of God. The favourites of 
Allah are those who join together on the basis of God's 
religion and struggle shoulder to shoulder with perfect 
unity of mind and soul to discharge their obligation of 
establishing the religion of God and stand like a solid wall 
in defence of their creed. 


The Holy Qur’an affirms : 
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“Lo | Allah loveth those who battle for His cause in 
ranks as if they were a solid structure”. 

And the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has affirmed : 

“God will ordain on the Day of Judgement: Where are 
those people who used to love their fellows for my sake 
only. -I shall place them under My own shadow”. 

(Muslim) 

The enviable state of dignity in which these people 
will find themselves on the Day of Judgement has been 
described by the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) in these words : 

“There are some loys! servants of God who, though 
they: are not Prophets or martyrs, yet they shall be 
elevated to such high status by God on the Day of 
Judgement that the Prophets and martyrs will envy their 
good fortune’. The illustrious companions (God be 


pleased with them) submitted: ‘“O Prophet of God 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon you)! Who will be 
these fortunate persons #” The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) efirmed: ‘These will 
be the people who loved each ‘other on the basis of the 
religion of God——they were not related to one another 
by blood, nor had any commercial connection with each 
other. I swear by God, the faces of these people will be 
glowing with radiance nay they will be the emblems of 
pure light. When all the people shall be trembling with 
fear, they shall be free from fear. When all the people 
will be grief-stricken, they shall know no sorrow”. After. 
wards the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) recited this verse of the Holy Qur’an : 


ee Inte OS oe wee Vow * 
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OY Coty 
Al inna auliya allohi 14 khaufun ‘alathim wa 1a huim 
yahzanin, (10 : 62) 


Lo ! verily the friends of Allah are (those) on whom 
fear (cometh) not, nor do they grieve”. 

Hadrat Abud-Darde (God be pleased with him) 
states that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah bo upon him) observed: “Some people shall be 
raised from their graves on the Day of Judgement ina 
state that their faces will be glowing with radiant light. 
They shall be seated on pulpits made of pearls. Other 
people shall envy their elevated state. These dignified 
people, however, will neither include Prophets nor 
martyrs”. The companions submitted: ‘“O Prophet of 
God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon you)! Who 
are these people ? Tell us their distinguishing qualities”. 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) observed: ‘These are the people who love each 
other for the sake of God only”. {Tabrans) 
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5.. Consider the love of pious people as a source of aalvation 
in the eterna! life and a means of winning the favour 
of. God. Pray to God to bless you with the love of 
righteous people and beseech His favour to admit you to 
the ranks of the pious. Hadrat ‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘ud 
(God be pleased with him) narrates: ‘A person came to 
the prese:ice of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) and submitted: ‘O Prophet of God 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon you), a person 
loves a pious man for his‘ piety, yet himself does not 
emulate the good deeds of this pious man, how shall he 
be treated in the next world ?” The Prophet of God (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon “him) effrmed: “It 
does not matter st sll. Man shall find himself in the 
company of that person whom he loves,” (Bukhari) 


r One night the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) was blessed with the vision of God. 
God said to’ the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him): “Ask what thou wilt?’ Thero- 
upon the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be , 
upon him) said this prayer : 
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Allahumma innt as'aluka fi‘lal khairdti wa tark-al- 
munkarati wa hubb-al-masdkini wa an taghfira lt wa 
tarhamnt wa tdha aradta fitnatan ft quamin fatawaffani 
ghatra maftinin wa as’aluka hubbaka wa hubba man 


yuhibbuka wa hubba ‘amalin yugarribunt ila hubbiba, 
. (Musnad Ahmad) 
“God! T beseech Thy favour to perform good deeds 
and avoid evil deeds and I seek the love of the poor and 
’ I implore. Thee to grant me. forgiveness and show me 
Thy Mercy. When you wish to send a calamity over a 
people, lift me in a state in which I may enjoy Your 
protection from the calamity. Iimplore Thy love and I 
beseech Thee to grant me love of that person who loves 
Thee and grant me the favour to perform deeds which 
may serve as means of obtaining nearness to’ You”. 


Hadrat Mu’adh ibn Jabal (God be pleased with him) 
states that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) affirmed: ‘God ordains that I owe’ 
love to those people who develop links of love and friend- 
ship among themselves for My sake and assemble at one 
place to recite My name and meet each other for the love | 
of Me and show good treatment to each other in order to 
win My fevour.” (Ahmad, Tirmidhi) 


The Holy Prophet (peace and. blessings of Allah be 

ton him) giving an inspiring description of the meeting’ 
- of two friends, observed : 

“A man set out to call on his friend who lived in 
another habitation. God appointed an angel to await 
him on the way. The angel enquired of him: ‘Where 
are you going?’ The man made the anawer: ‘I sm 
proceeding to that. village to see my brother.” The angel 
further enquired: ‘Does he owe you s debt of favour 
which you are now going to receive from him?” The man 
replied : “No, Iam going to meet him only because I 
love him for the sake of God”, The angel thereupon 
told him : “Listen then! God has sent me to convey to 
you the glad.tiding that God loves you as much ss you 
love your friend for God’s sake.” (Muslim) 


. Make friendships with those who deserve to be your 
friends from the viewpoint: of Islam end then try your 


+ 
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utmost to maintein a loyal and devoted friendly Telation- 
ship throughont your life. As-the choice of pious people as 
friends is a matter of utmost importance, so equally is the 


continuous endeavour to maintain and strengthen these 
bonds of friendship. 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has affirmed : ‘On the Day of Judgement when 
there will be no shade anywhere except under the heaven 
of God, only seven types of people will find place under 
the shade of God’s heaven. Of the firet type will be 
two persons who were friends of each other for no other 
purpose except for the sake of God. The love of God would 
have forged a common link of friendship between them and 
they would separate from each other in the same condition. 
In other words, their friendship would be based on their 
common love of God and they would endeavour to maintain 
and cement this bond of friendship throughout their lives. 

"And when one of them would be near the end of his life, 
their friendship would. be intact at that time and they 
would part in this world as friends. 


. Trust your friends. Behave obeerfully while you are in 
their company. Avoid being gloomy and making your 
friends gloomy. Be informal, frank and good natured 
amidst friends. Do not frown; nor stand on formality, Try 
to act as an informal companion, # good-natured mate and 
a cheerful comrade smong your friends., Your friends 
should not feel bored with your presence; rather they 
should feel happy and alive in your company and should 
feel drawn towards you. 

Hadart ‘Abdulleh ibn Harith (God be pleased with 
him) relates: “I have never seen a person who amiled 
more often than the Holy Prophet of God (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him). (Tirmidhs) 


Hadrat Jabir b. Samrah (God be pleased with him) 
narrates: “I was present in over hundred | sittings 
with the Holy Prophet (peace snd blessings of Allah be 


maT 


upon him). In these sittings the illustrious companions 
(Allah be pleased with them) used to recite verses and 
related stories and anecdotes dating back to pagan times. 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) used: to hear all this in silence and even joined in 
laughter himself at times’. {Tirmidhs) 


Hedrat Shuraid (Allah be pleased with him) reports 
that ‘‘on one occasion I was sitting behind the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) on the 
back of an animal, During the journey I recited » hundred 
verses of Umaiya ibn as-Salt to the Holy Prophet (peace 

+ and blessings of Allah be up on him). After each verse the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
asked me to recite some more verses and I complied”. 7 

(Lirmidhi) 

Similarly, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him), sometimes bimeelf used to relate 
stories in his company. Hadrat ‘Aisha (Allah be pleased 
with her) reports: ‘Once the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) related a story to the 
members of his household. A lady submitted: . “This 
strange tale resembles the stories of Khburafa.”. The 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) . 
asked her:. ‘Do you know the real story of Khurafa 1” 
and then himself narrated the true story of Khurafa in 
great detail.” Similarly, the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) once related a very in- 
teresting story of eleven women to Hadrat ‘Kisha (God 
bo pleased with her). 


Describing the informal conduct and cheerful temper 
of the-illustrious companions (Allah be pleased with them), 
Hadrat- Bakr ibn ‘Abdullah (Allah be pleased with him) 
relates : 


“Phe illustrious compsnions (Allah be pleased with | 
them) used to throw . the peelings of melon at each other 
_ in pleyful fun, yet when the time came for attack or 
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defence the valour of the companions (God be pleased 
with them) outweighed others in this field also”. 7 
-(Al-Adab-ul-Mufrag) 

Hadrat Muhammad: b. Ziyad (God be merciful to 
him) reports: I have seen the times of the righteous 
forebears, Several families of them lived in a single 
mansion. On many occasions it so happened that a family 
received a visit.from a guest. At that moment food would 
be cooking in a pot in the quarter of another family. So, 
the host who hed received a guest would go to the. quarter 
of his neighbour and bring over the food without in- 
forming the family. The owners of the pot would then go 
sbout searching for their pot of food and would ask the 
people: ‘Who hes taken away my pot?’ The host 
who had taken the pot would then confess to‘him. “Brother, 
Thad received # visit from a guest so I took sway 
your pot of food’. The owner of the pot of food would 
thereupon say, “May God bless you by increasing the 
‘quantity of this food”. Muhammad ibn Ziyad (God be 
merciful to him) also states that when these people baked 
bread, the same thing happened. 

(Al-Adab-ul-Mufrad) 

A saying of Hadrat ‘Ali (God be. pleased with him) 
is as follows : 

“Let your heart be free at time. Let your mind 

‘ conceive pleasant notions, for mind also gets weary even - 

as base body i is fatigued”. 


. Do “pot, be dull and spiritless, Be of good cheer. and 
keep your spirits high. Beware, however, that your 
- gheerful temper and. humour does not exceed proper 
limits, Along with a cheerful temper, fun and. recreation, 
you should never forget to observe sanctity of religion, 
prestige and self respect, balance and moderation in your 
activities. 
The illustrious companion of the Holy Prophet 
_(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), Hagrat 
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Abdul Rahman (God be pleassed with him) reports that 
the illustrious companions of the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) neither were devoid 
of humour nor walked about in lifeless manner They 
used to recite verses and narrate tales and legends of 


“pagan times in their sittings. But when in any matter: 


something was demanded of them which did not conform 
to justice and truth, the pupils of their eyes were inflated 
with such intense anger as if they were seized with a fit 
of madness”. (Al-Adab-ul-Mufrad) 
Somebody remarked to the renowned traditionist 
Hadrat Sufyan b. Uyaina (May God show him mercy) 
thet humour is nuisance. He answered: ‘No, humour 
is o Sunnsh, but only for that man who knows the suitable 
occasion on which to practise it and has the ability to 
induIge in good jokes”. (Sharh Shama’il Tirmidhi) 
. If you love someone, you must express your love to that 
person. Its psychological effect on that person will be 
that he will develop a sense of nearness to you. The 
exchange of feelings and passions on both sides wilt 
augment love and sincerity to an extraordinary extent. 
Love then will no longer be merely o feeling confined 
within the heart but will begin to play a potent role in 
practical life. Thus people will have an opportunity of 
taking deep interest in the individual tives of each other 
and coming nearer to each other. 

° The Holy Prophet (peace and ‘eailage of Allah-be 
upon him) has affirmed: “Any person who cherishes in 
his heart sentiments of love and sincerity for his brother, 
he should express these sentiments to his brother’ and tell 
him olearly that he holds him in love and affection”. 

(Abs Dawid) 

‘On one ooession, & man passed in front of the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). 
Some people were at that time in attendance on the 


Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). . One’ 


10, 


of them submitted; “O Prophet of God (peace and 
blessings of Allah be on you}! I love this man for the 
sake of God alone”. On hearing this the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) enquired 
from him: ‘Have you told this to the man”? The 
man submitted: “No, I have not’. Thereupon the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
urged the man: “Go and tell the man that you love him 
for the sake of God”. The man stood up at once and 
approaching the passerby expressed to him his sentiments. 
The passerby made the answer: ‘‘May the Lord love 
thee for whose sake you entertain feelings of love for me’’. 

(Tirmidhi, Abu Dawud) 


In order to cement the bonds of-friendship and to 
bring friends closer to each other for their mutual bene- 
fit, it is essential that you should take proper interest in 
the individual and private matters of your friends and 
express to them your special feelings of devotion and 
concern, 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has observed : 


“When a man establishes ties of friendship and 
fraternity with another person he should ascertain from 
him his name, father’s name and particulars about his 
family as this strengthens the roots of mutual friendship”. 

(Tirmidhi) 
Adopt a moderate course in expressing your Jove and in 
the conduct of mutual relationship. Do not display such 
unconcern that your love and connexion may appear 
doubtful, nor permit yourself to go to such extremes of. 
passion that your love and friendship may assume the form 
of craziness and perchance you may suffer a shock at times 
(God forbid !) Always observe moderation and keep your 
feelings. at balance. Adopt s moderate attitude which 
may be enduring and long-lasting. Hadrat Aslam (God 
be pleased with him) states that Hadrat ‘Umar (God be 
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pleased with bim) observed : ‘Your love should not assume 
the form of madness, nor. should enemity excite you to 
perpetrate torture on other”. I submitted : Sir, how should 
wedo so"? Hadrat ‘Tmar (God be pleased with him) 
observed : “In this.manner that if you love someone you 
start hugging him in a childlike fashion and display other 
forme of childish behaviour. And if you feel angry with 
someone, you regolye upon the destruction of his life and 
property and utter ruination”’. (Al-Adab-ul-Mufrad). 
Hadrat ‘Ubaid Kindi (God be merciful to him) reports : 
J heard Hadrat ‘Ali (God be pleased with him) observing : 
“Adopt a tender and moderate attitude towards your 
friend ; K@ might turn your enemy tomorrow. Likewise, 
follow a tender and moderate ‘course in your conduct 
towards the enemy ; he might become your friend sometime 
later.” : (Al-Adab-ul-Mufrad) 


11. Be loyal and devoted to your friends, The best form of 
* devotion to your friend is that you should increasingly try 
to elevate his morals, You should be more concerned 
with his salvation in the oternsl world than his advance- 
ment in the material world. The Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) -observed ; ‘Religion 
wholly consists in seeking the welfare of others”. The 
real test of a well-wisher is that one should wish for his 
friend the same thing that one wishes for his own self, 
for a man can never be his own ill-wisher. 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has affirmed : 

“JT swear by Him Who hath power over my life, no 
man can be truly pious unless he wishes for his brother the 
same thing that he wishes for himeelf”. 

Laying down six obligations which each Muslim -owes 
to the other, ‘the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) observed : “And the believer should 
act as a well-wisher of his brother both in his presence 

‘and absence”, Furthermore, the Holy Prophet (peace and 
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blessings of Allah be upon him) affirmed : 


“Without doubt God hae ordained the ordeal of fire 
for that man and He has forbidden his entry into Paradise 
who forfeits the right of a brother Muslim after having 
sworn to fulfil his obligation”. Someone from among the 
illustrious companions (God be pleased with them) sub- 
mitted : “What if that obligation relates to a very 
minor thing”? The Holy Prophet (peaco and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) affirmed : ‘‘Yes, even if he owes an 
ordinary branch of the ‘Pelu’ tree to another Muslim”. 


Share the grief and sorrow of your friends. Likewise, 
participate actively in their joyous occasions. The purpose 
of your sharing their grief should be to alleviate their 
suffering and the aim of your participation in their fostivi- 
ties ought to be to enhance their joy. Every friend 
rightly expects from his sincere associates that they will 
stand by him in times of trial and will never desert him 
in the hour of need. Similarly, he anticipates that his 
frionds will add to his felicity by increasing the grace 
of his festive parties with their presence and active 
participation. - : 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has observed : : 


“The Muslim fraternity is like a mansion. Even as 
each brick supports and cements the other brick, so does 
a Muslim act ssa supporter and a source of strength for 
the other Muslim”. So saying the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) interlocked the fingors 
of his both hands and thus explained the mutual link and 
close connexion that ought to subsist among the Muslim 
community”. ‘ (Bukhari, Muslim) 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) enjoined : ‘In their sense of mutual love and 
Affection and perception of common distress, you will find 
Muslims as one body ; if one organ of this body is afflicted, 
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the whole body is affected by fever and sleepleseness”. 
(Bukhari, Muslim) 


Meet your friends in a cheerful, amicable, joyous and 
sincere manner. Greet them warmly and observe proper 
etiquettes in receiving them. Avoid showing an indifforent, 
cold and unconcerned behaviour. These evils create a rift 
in the hearts. Say words of praise and thanks and joy 
and satisfaction during meetings with your friends. Abstain 
from talk which reveals sorrow, grief and low spirits. 
Behave in such & manner during meetings with your 
friends that they should be thrilled with feelings of joy 
and liveliness. Do not greet them with such a gloomy face 
that they may feel crestfallen and may come to regard 
your fellowship as intolerable nuisance. 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has affirmed : 

“Do not look upon any pious deed as insignificant, 
may it be greeting your brother with a cheerful heart’’, 

(Muslim) 

On another occasion, the Holy Prophet (peaco and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) observed ; “Your smile on 
seeing a brother is also an act of sacrifice on your part”, 

(Tirmidht) 

Tenderness, politeness and civility generate feelings of 
affection and love in the heart and it is on the basis of 
these virtues that a. good society can be formed. 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observes : 

“I tell you the distinguishing marks of a person for 
whom the fire of Hell has been made unlawful and who is a 
forbidden person for the Hell Fire to consume: He isa 
man who bears a sweet’ temper, tender heart andis soft- 
spoken”. (Lirmidht) 

The illustrious companions (God be pleased with them) .- 
relate that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 


he upon him) ased to be attentive with his whole posture 
towards the person with whom he was talking and listened 
to the talk in rapt attention. Once the Holy Prophet 
(peace and biessings of Ailah be upou him) was sitting 
in the mosque. Aman paid a call and the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) shifted his 
posture and shrank a little. The man submitted: “O 
Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
you)! There is ample room here”. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : 


“A Muslim owes it to his brother that on seeing him, 


. heshould move for him 4 little.” (Bathagé) 


it. 


Describing the virtues of the believers, the Holy 
Qur'an affirms : 


ose ne 
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“They are always very gentle to the believers”. 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
‘upon him) has elucidated the same fact in the following 
words : 

“The believers are forbearing and soft-hearted like a 
camel who is tied with a nose band; the camel is drawn 
to whichever direction his nose-band is tugged and if he is 
made fo sit on a atone, he complies”. (T'tirmidhi) 
‘Whenever you differ among yourselves on any matter 
resolve it at once, Always take the initiative to seek for- 
giveness and to admit your fault. 


Hadrat Abud-Darda (God be pleased with him) 
reports: ‘Once there was an exchange of hot words 
between Hadrat Abu Bakr and Hadrat ‘Umar ‘God be 
pleased with them’. Hadrat Abu Bakr (God be pleased 
with him) felt it. hard and went to the Holy Prophet 


(peace and blessings of Alleah be upon him) in a@ very 
sad and sorry mood and submitted: ‘O Prophet of God 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon you)! A difference 
atose between ‘Umar and myself whereupon I flew into 
rage and we exchanged some bitter words. Later, I felt 
greatly ashamed of myself and solicited ‘Umar (God be 
pleased with him) to forgive me. But, OQ Prophet of God 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon you) ! ‘Umar was not 
reconciled and declined to forgive me. I am feeling very 
much upset and uneasy so have I come to you. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
observed: ‘God will grant you forgiveness and salvation’. 
Meanwhile Hadrat ‘Umar (God be pleased with him) also 
realised his fault and rushed to Hadrat Abu Bakr’s (God 
be pleased with him) house. He was informed that Abu 
Bakr (God be pleased with him) has gone to the presence 
of .the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him). Whereupon ‘Umar (God be pleased with him) also 
hurried to the psesence of the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him). Signs of anger and 
displeasure appeared on the countenance of the Holy 
Prophet (p. b. u. h.) on seeing Hadrat Umar (A. b. p. h.) 
Noting the displeasure against Hadrat Umar, Hadrat Abu 
Bakr (God be pleased with him) felt deeply perturbed. He 
fell on his knees and submitted to the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) in great 
humility “‘O Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon you) ! ‘Umar (God be pleased with him) is not at 
fault, Allblame rests on me. I committed the fault It 
was I who spoke harshly to him’. Thereupon the Holy 
Prophet {peace and blessingsof Allah be upon him) 
observed : “God sent me as His Prophet among you and 
when in the early days you refuted me, it was Abu Bakr 
who affiirmed his faith in me and stood by me at the cost 
of his life and. property. Would you now aggrieve my 
companion” ¢ 


Do not lose time in making peace. The longer the 


delay in resolving querrels, the deeper grow the roots of 
contention, and the wider grows the gulf of separation 
between the hearts. The following precept of Hadrat ‘Isa 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) contained in 
the Bible is intensely heartwarming : 

“So if you are engaged in offering sacrifice at the altar 
and you suddenly recall to mind that your brother has 
some complaint against you, leave your offering at the 
altar and return at once to your brother to make 
peace with him. Then go back to the altar and make your 
offering”. : 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has observed ; 


“The deeds of the people are presented to God on every 
Monday and Thursday and every believer is granted pardon 
except the one who nurses a grudge against any of his 
believing brothers. God ordains: ‘Leave them so that 
they may resolve their quarrel”. 

Who knows whether the next moment will bring death 
or life! Who knows whether he will witness the next 
Monday or Thursday ! Why and on what hope do you 
delay in purifying your heart and settling the complaints 
of your friends ? Is any sensible person who believes in 
the Day of Judgement ready to present himself with an 
impure, dark and gruesome heart before the Almighty 
God ? 

Beware also thatif your friend admits his fault and 
requests pardon, you should accept his excuse and forgive 
him from the core of your heart. 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has affirmed, 

“The Muslim who declines to accept the confession of 
his fault and- a request for forgiveness from his brother 
Muslim is held guilty of a sin as grave as the ain of cruelty 
and oppression committed by an Octroi man who extorts 
an illegal cess”. 


165. 


” him) fas defined the virtue of politeness in three ways : 
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Restrain your tongue even if friends talk or behave in a 
manner which is offensive to your temper or teste. Do not 
utter harsh or offensive speech in retaliation, Instead let 
the matter pass with tact and gentle conduct. 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed : 


Hadrat Misa (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) submitted to God: My Lord! Which one is the 
dearest to you among your creatures" + God affirmed : 
“That one who hath the power to take 
forgives”. (Mishkat) 


In addition to this, the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : 


revenge. yot 


“The heaviest thing put in the balance of a believer 
on the Day of Judement will be his politeness. God looks 
upon that person with intense wrath who utters indecent 
and foul speech”. 


’ Hadrat ‘Abdullah ibn Mubarak -(God be merciful to 


1. A person should meet others with a bright, 
‘\ smiling face, \ 


2. A man should spend his wealth on the destitute: 
and needy persons. 


3, A person should not cause harm to any one, 


Hadrat ‘Aisha (God be pleased with her) reports: ‘The 
Holy Prophet (pesce and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
observed : “The worst man in the eyes of God on the Day 
of Judgement will be the one whom the people avoid on 
account of his indecent and foul speech”. 

(Bukhari, Muslim) 
Do not shirk your duty to reform your friends and train 
them in righteousness. Do not lot vanity and pride take 
root in the character of your friends which is the greatest 
hurdle in their reformation and moral uplift Always try to 


persuade your friends to realise their omissions and errors 
and develop moral courage to confess their faults. They 
should always be mindfut of the fact that failure to realise 
one’s shortcomings and insistence upon one’s faultlessness ° 
mars one’s spititusl development. 


As a matter of fact it is very easy to show off false 
humility, to call oneself as insignificant and to display sub- 
missiveness in style and manners, but it is extremely difficult 
to sustain an injury to your feelings, to listen to and admit 
your shortcomings with a cool mind and to tolerate the 
criticism directed by your friends against your personal 
faults, Yet true friends are those who keep an enlightened 
eye on the conduct of their friends and are always alert 
and alive to the task of protecting each other from the evils 
of vanity and pride by sincere counsel and practical 
example. 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) affirms : 


Three things are fatal ¢ 
1, The passion which is allowed to prevail upon ones 
good sense. 
2, The greed and lust which is allowed to become the 
guiding principle of one’s life. 
3. And vanity——the most dangerous of the three 
ills”. (Baihagi, Mishkat) 
Criticism and accountability are lancets which purge 
the moral existence of man from all undesirable elements 
They augment moral strength and infuse new life into the 
individual and the society. To take offence, to get 
irritated end to consider oneself as above the criticism and 
accountability of friends is detrimental to one’s moral 
being as well as to evade healthy and constructive criticism 
of one’s friends to check and protect. them from moral 
degradation. Do feel uneasy if you find hideous faults,and 
shortcomings in your friends and take wise measures to 


eliminste those blemishes on the characters of your 
friends, Similarly, givea chance with genuine humility 
and large-heartedness to your friends that they should 
expose to you your own foibles and faults. When your 


» friends discharge this unpleasant duty towards you, do not 


be vainglorious, but welcome their criticism with large- 
heartedness, cheerfully and with .a grateful heart. 
Express your gratitude to them for their sincerity and 
kindness. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) has described this exemplary friendship in s 
most eloquent allegory. 


“Each one of you serves asa mirror to his brother. 
Hence if you-aee any fault in your brother, eliminate it’. 
(Tirmidhi) 
There are five illuminating points in- this ailegory 
which can make your friendship exemplary in genuine 
terms : 


(1) The mirror reflects the spots and sfains on your person 


(2) 


when you stand before it with the intention of locating 
these spots and stains.. When you stand aside, the mirror 
ceases to reflect these blemishes. Similarly, you should 
expose the foibles of your friend only if he willingly 
presents himself before you for criticism and chastisement 
with an open-mind. At the same time, make it sure that 
his.mind is receptive to your criticism and that his heart 
is eager to accept suggestions for the correction of his 
faults. In the absence of these conditions, you should 
keep silent and put off the matter wisely for % later 
occasion. In the absence of your friend ebpecially you 
should exercise the utmost care not to utter 6 single word 
pointing to any shortcoming of your friend, for this would 
be counted as back-biting snd backbiting divides the 
hearts rather than uniting them. 

The mirror reflects very honesty all such spots or staina 
which are really present on the face ; it neither hidea their 
number nor makes sn addition to them. Furthermore, the 
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_ mirror reflects only those deformities which are outward 


and apparent ; it does not expose the hidden blemishes, 
neither probes inward, nor presents an illusory picture of 
yourdemerits. Likewise, you should alao present a genuine 
and true picture of the inadequacies and faults of your 
friends. Moved by sentiments of undue politeness and 
figttery: you should neither suppress the exposure of a fow 
toibles of your friends nor exaggerate their dimensions or 
add to their number in the heat of your passionate oratory 
and declamation. Moreover, point out only those faults of 
your friends which are exposed in the normal conduct of 
life. Do not display curiosity or an eagerness to spy into 
the secrets of others. To expose the secrot faults of your 
friends is no moral service, in fact it is a perilous and 
immoral act on your part. 


The Holy. Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 


“ upon him) once ascended the pulpit and warned the congre- 


(3) 


gation in a very high tone of his holy voice : 


" “Do not. pry into the vices of Muslims. God exposes 
the hidden vices of a person who seeks to expose the faults 
of his brother Muslims ; and when God decides to expose 
the ‘faults of someone, He inevitably reduces the man to 
disgrace, even if such # man hides himself in the inner 
recesses of his home’’. (Tirmidhi) 
The mirror discharges its duty unaffected by any sort of 
motives. Any one who faces the mirror, the mirror shows 
him his true image without any reservations, The mirror 
nurses no grudge or vendetta against anyone, nor wreaks 
vengeance on anybody. You should also chastise your 
friends unaffected by persona! motives, feelings of vendetta, 
grudge, pique, or dishonesty. Your only motive in 
criticising your friend should be to enable him to reform 
himself, as a man adorns himeelf by eliminating spots 
and stains from his person by locating them through their 
teflection in the mirror. 


(4) No one feels -ennoyed at secing his true. image in 


(5 
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the mirror, nor commits the blunder of breaking-up the 
mirror ina fit of rage. Instead most people on looking 
itto the mirror begin to adorn themselves by removing 
the apparent defects on their persons and in fact realizing 
the valuable services of the mirror in this regard are 
thankful to it in their hearts. They are fully conscious of 
the fact that the mirror has proved extremely helpful 
to them in the task of embellishing their persons. They 


believe that the mirror has done its natural duty remark- 


ably and they put it way a carefully for use at another 
time. Similarly when someone presents your true picture 
before you in his own words, do not retaliate in annoyance. 
Instead express your gratitude to him for his sincere 
performance of the obligation of friendship. Feel grateful 
to him in your heart also, apart from offering him thanks 
jn words and set about reforming yourself at once. 
Realizing the value and greatness of your friend with an 
open mind and with a sonse of extreme gratitude, request 
your friend to continue to show you the favour of his ° 
valuable suggestions. 

The final point’ is that ‘every Muslim serves as @ 
mirror unto his brother Muslim”. A brother is an emblem 
of sincerity and love for his brother. A brother is loyal, 
devoted, sympathetic. a well-wisher and a helper in grief 
to his brother, He feels restless on seeing his brother in 
trouble and is overjoyed at his happiness. Hence the 
oriticism of a brother and « friend is motivated by feelings 
of extreme sincerity, devotion, sympathy and love. It 
will be characterised by @ desire for the welfare and 
extreme concern for the best interéats of his friend. Every 
word of this friendly criticism will reflect the spirit of 
reformation. Such a form’ of criticism may be tightly 
expected to unite the hearts and correct the wrongs. 
Exchange gifts in order to express your feelings of sincerity 
and love for your friends and to deepen the relationship 
‘of love and affection. Mutual excltange of gifts unites ~ 


the hearts and cements the bonds of love. The Holy 
Prophet (peace snd blessings of Allah be upon him) has 
observed ; 

“Exchange gifts with each other. This will generate 
mutual feelings of love and eliminate feelings of animosity 
and estrangement from your hearts”. {Mishkat). 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) himself often used to send gifts to his illastrious 
Companions (God be pleased with them). The Prophet’s 
Companions (God be pleased with them) also frequently 
exchanged presents and gifts among themselves, In the 
matter of exchanging gifts always keep within your means, 
Whatever the status of the receiver, do not think that your 
gift should necessarily be a costly one. Give according to 
your means and whatever is easily available. The real 

‘ worth of your gift depends on your sincerity and the 
nature and depth of feelings with which you have presented 
the gift. It is the feelings of sincerity and deep passions 
.of love and devotion which unite the hearts and the cost 

“or value of the gift is insignificant in this regard. Do not 
regard the gift of your friend as insignificant, however 
cheap in cost it may be. Instead put a high value on tho 
feelings of love and sincerity: reflected by the gift of your 
friend. 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah. be 
upon him) observed : 

“Even if someone offers me the leg of a goat asa gift, 
I shall accept it and if someone invites me to a dinner 
consisting of a cooked leg of goat, I shall certainly join the 
feast’’. (Tirmidhi) 

You must answer a gitt with a gift. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) used to observe 
this rule strictly. The Holy Prophet's (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon’ him) favourite gift was perfume. You 
should: slso consider the present of a perfume asa propi- 
tious gift. In the present-day circumstances, the presen- 
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tation of a book can also be regarded as a propitious gift, 
In thie connection, you should hold common feasts at 
times, Invite your friends to dinner at home. When 
friends invite you to functions at their homes, makeit a 
point to join their parties. Mutual entertainment promotes 
feelings of love and affection, and bonds of fraternity are 
further cemented. However, on these occasions instead of 
observing excessive formalities and laying out lavish 
quantities of food and drink, you should put more emphasis 
on. displaying and augmenting the feelings of love and 
sincerity. 

Look after your friends. Stand by them in their hour of 
need, even at the cost of your own life and property. 
Asbahani relates in a tradition : “A person came to Hadrat 
‘Abdullah b. ‘Umar (God be pleased with him) and asked : 
Which one is the most favourite of God among the people”? 
Hadrat ‘Abdullah b. ‘Umar (God be pleased with him) 
answered: ‘The most favourite person of God among the 
people is he who affords the greatest benefit to his fellow 
men, The deed which wins the greatest favour of God is 
that you should make « Muslim happy in such manner that 
you should alleviate his suffering or hardship or make a 
provision of food to satisfy his hunger, I would go out with 
a brother Muslim in order to help him in his need rather 
than gitin the mosque of the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) and perform J'tikaf. God 
shall fill the heart of that man with His tavour on Dooms- 
asy who controlled his rage at a time when he could give 
vent to his fury, if he so wished. And the person who 
accompanied his brother in order to help satisfy his need 
and actually provided for his need shall be rewarded with 
the favour of God on Doomsday when the other people will 
be staggering, this person will walk with a firm gait’. 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) hes affirmed: ‘Any man who provides for the 
need of his brother, Allsh shall always keep fulfilling the 
needs of that man. And any person who alléviates some 
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hardship of a Muslim, Allah on Doomsday shall! remove one 
of hia hardships out of the many hardships of that day”. 
(Bukhart, Muslim) 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah bg 
upon him) also affirmed: “Allah continues to help a man 
ag long as ho continues to help his brother.” {Tirmidhi) 
Hadrat ‘Abdullah b. ‘Abbas (Alleh be pleased with 
him) has reported that the Holy Prophet (peace and bleas- 
ings of Allah be upon him) observed: ‘The reward and 
blessing for the act of providing for the need of a brother 


Muslim ‘exceeds the reward and blessing for performing an 


T'tikaf for a period of ten years.” (Tabrani) 


Hadrat Anas (Allah be pleased with him) states that the 
Holy Prophet of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) observed: “A Muslim who conveys a message of 
felicity and happiness to o brother Muslim and thus affords 


‘him happiness, Allah shall, on Doomsday, make this 


messenger happy.” (Tabarani) 
Be a' trustworthy confident. If a friend, relying on your 
good faith, confides his secret in you, you should safeguard 
hig secret. Do not betray the confidence of your friend. 
Make your heart an iron vault for the safe keeping of 
secrets, a0 that friends may take counsel with you without 
hesitation and also in order that you may proffer good 
advice to your friends and extend your full co-operation to 
them. 

Hadrat ‘Umar (Allah be pleased with him) narrates: 
“When Hafaa (Allah be pleased with her) was widowed, I 
called on ‘Uthman (Allsh be pleased with him) and said to 


shim: (If you are agreeable I should give Hafsa in marriage 


to you.” ‘Uthman (Allah be pleased with him) answered: “ET 
shall think over the matter”. I waited for his message for 
many nights. Later ‘Uthman (Allah be pleased with him) 
met me and said: ‘‘I have no intention of marrying at the 
moment”. I then went to see Abu Bakr (Allah be pleased 
with him) and proposed: *If-you wish you may take Hafsa 
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(Allah be pleased with her) aa your wife”. Abu Bakr (Allah © 
be pleased with him) kept silent and made no answor. I 
was offended at thesilence of Abu Bakr (Allah be pleased 
with him). I was more deeply offended with him than even 
at the response of ‘Uthman (Allah be pleased with him). 
Many days passed and one day the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) sent me a proposal to 
marry Hafsa (God be pleasad with her). I accepted the 
proposal and gave Hafea (Allah be pleased with her) in 
marriage to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him). Later one day Abu Bakr (Allah be 
pleased with him) met me and said: ‘You talked to me 
concerning Hefsa (Allah be pleased with her) and I kept 
silent. My response might have caused you some pain,” I 
replied: “Yes, I did feel sore at your silence’. Abu Bakr 
(Allah be pleased with him) thereupon told me: “I knew that 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) himself intended to send a proposal for marriage with 
Hafea-(Allah be pleased with her). The Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) had confided this 
secret to me and I did not intend to reveal it. If the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) had not 
expressed his intention concerning Hafsa (Allah be pleased 
with her), I would certainly have accepted your proposal,” 
(Bukhari) 


Hadrat Anas (Allah be pleased with him) relates: ‘One 
day I was playing with boys of my age when the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) arrived 
and blessed us with ‘salam’ (peace be on you). The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) told me 
hia need and sent me onsome errand. The errand took 
rather a long while. When it was over and I reached home _ 
late my mother enquired: “‘Where have you been for so 
long?” I answered: ‘The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be-upon him) had sent me on an errand’. She 
asked: “What for?’ I said: “It isa secret matter’, There- 
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upon my mother advised me: ‘Look, do not reveal the 
secret of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) to anyone”. (Muslim) 


Your moral conduct towards the people should be 
characterised by a cosmopolitan, vast, comprehensive, and 
tolerant outlook, so that people of every taste and temper, 
thought and ideal may feel an uncommon sense of attrac- 
tion towards you. Keeping in view the particular taste, 
viewpoint and temperament of every one, behave towards 
each, person so wisely that no one’s feelings are hurt. Do 
not adopt the unwise attitude of measuring everyone 
according to your own particular standard of propriety, nor 
make an absurd and unsuccessful attempt to mould every 
one according to your own taste and temprament. The 
variety of tastes and temperaments is a beauty of Nature, 
Do not deform the beauty of Nature for the sake of 
acquiring artificial beauty. Keep your relations according 
to the nature of acquaintance and the temperament of your 
friends, give them respect and importance accordingly and 
keep them attached in bonds of friendship with you by 
means of your own liberal behaviour and good character. 


An all-round genius as the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) was, men of all tastes and 
temperaments found consolation and contentment in his 
august company. Nobody felt any uneasiness due to the 
Magnanimous toleration and extraordinary charitable 
nature of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of AlJah . 
be upon him). The august company of the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) included embod- 
iments of toleration and affection like Abu Bakr (God be 
pleased with him) and men of iron nature and courage like 
‘Umar Farooq (God be pleased with him), pacifists who 
trembled at the prospect of war like Hassan b. Thabit 
(God be pleased with him) as well as the gallant victor of 
Khybar Hadrat ‘Ali (God be pleased with him). There was 
Abu Dhar Ghifari (God be pleased with him) a saintly, 
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“gloomy figure as well as ‘Abdul Rahman b. ‘Auf (God be 
: pleased with him),-samptuously rich and elegant in person. 
It was by virtue of the cosmopolitan outlook, excellent 
conduct, deep love for humanity and the highest degree of 
statesmanship of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) that men of divergent personalities were 
extremely devoted to the person of the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and the Prophet 
of Allah (peace and blessings of Alleh be upon him) him- 
self treated everyone-of them with such deep consideration 
that every one thought himself the most favourite friend 
of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him). Again, it was owing to this cosmopolitan moral view- 
point, statesmanship, wisdom and unique selflessness that 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allsh be upon ° 
him) formed that matchless group of illustrious Companions 
(God be plessed with them), who despite their variegated 
natures and temperaments, were welded together in a unique 
combination characterised by uncommon unity, co-operation 
and enviably deep mutual love and affection, The mankind 
as a whole may rightly consider this era as the essence and - 
substance of its long existence so far. 


Your friendships, in fact, can only be successful and 
long-lasting when your collective attitudes and behaviour 
* reflect rationality, liberalism, patience and tolerance, forbear- 
ance and magnanimity, forgiveness and selflessness, mutual 
understanding and humility, submissiveness, mutual 
accommodation of each other’s sentiments and due consider- 
ation of each other’s interests in every day life. You may 
judge from the following few references from the life of the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
how considerate, magnanimous, liberal, forbearing and 
tolerant was the Prophet of Allah (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) towards the natural needs, feelings and 
frailties of human beings: 
* “I come to offer prayer and Wish to prolong 
the prayers. Bunt I hear some infant crying on the woman’s 


side and I shorten my preyers, for I cannot afford to put 
the mother of the child to inconvenience by prolonging the 
prayers’. ( Bukhart) 
* Hadrat Malik bin al Huwarith states: “Some of 

us young men of the same age group paid a visit to the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) in 
order to learn religion from him. We stayed with the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) for 
twenty days. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) was very kind and tender in his dealings, 
At the end of our twenty days’ stay, the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) felt that we were 
anxious to return home. The Prophet of Allah (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) enquired from us: “Tell me 
about the people you have left behind at home”. We 
related to him (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
the affairs of our households in detail. Whereupon the 
- Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
‘eommanded us: “Go back to your wives and children. 
While living among them teach them everything you have 
learnt here and urge them to oberve piety Tell them the 
proper timings for offering prayers. When the time for 
prayer comes, one of you should call the people for prayers 
by saying Adhan and he who excels in knowledge and good 
morals among all of you, should act as leader in the prayer’. 
{Bekhart Muslim) 


* Hadrat Mu’awiys b. Hakam Sulami (Allah be pleased 
with him) relates one of his own experiences as follows : 

“T was saying prayers behind the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) when » men sneezed. 
Forgetting that I was saying my preyors I spontaneonsly 
replied al ax» Yarhamakallah whereupon the people 
atared in rebuke at mo, I said to them : “May- God protect 
you, why do you stare at me v I felt, however, that 

- the people wanted me to observe silence, so I kept mum. 
‘When the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
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upon him) had finished the prayers—May my father and 
mother be sacrificed for him, for never had I seen nor saw 
afterwards anyone who was a better teacher and guide 
than the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him)—~—he did not reproach me, neither beat me, nor 
rebuked me. He (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
only observed: ‘This is worship and it is not proper to talk 
in the prayer. Prayer is meant to announce the purity of 
God, to acknowledge His Greatness and to recite the 
Qur'an.” (Muslim) 
Be very much particular in prayers. Pray for your friends 
end request them to remember you in their prayers. Pray 
for your friends in their presence as well as in their absence 
Think of your friends and pray for them by name in 
their absence. Hadrat ‘Umar (Allah be pleased with 
him) reports: “I requested leave of the Holy - Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Alleh be upon him) to perform 
‘Umrah. Granting the leave, the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) observed: “O My brother, 
do not forget us in your prayers’, Hadrat ‘Umar (God be 
pleased with him) says: “I felt so happy on hearing this 
observation of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) that I would not have felt happier had 

I been offered the whole world”’. 


> 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has affirmed: ‘‘When a Muslim says a prayer for 
his brother Muslim in absentia, Allah accepts his prayer and 
ppoints one of his angels on the Muslim who is offering 
the prayer so that when this Muslim prays for hia brother 
Muslim the angel says: “Amen, you shall receive from 
Allah for yourself too what you are asking for your brother.” 
(Af walim) 

Beseech Allah in your sincere prayers: ‘Allah, clear our 
hearts of all grudge, vendetta, enemity and misunderstand. 
ing and tie us with bonds of sincerity and love. Make our 
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relationships pleasant by means of mutual cooperation and 
love’. Say this prayer of the Holy Qur’an also : 


er es es eed ee eee ee Ae 
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“93 5 DN tay bl je 8 3 
Veo phot 


Rabbanaghfirland wali ikhwaninalladhina sabagind 
bilimani wala taj’al fi qulabind ghillallilladhina dmani 
rabbana innaka ratifurrahim. 

“Our Lord! Forgive us and our brethren who were 
before us in the faith, and place not in our hearts any 
ranoour towards those who believe. Our Lord; Thou art full 
of pity, Merciful.” (59 : 10) 


Etiquettes for 
The Host 


1. Express your joy and love on the arrival of a guest. Greet 
him with a cheerful heart. Welcome him with open arms 
and show him every mark of respect and honour. Do not 
display stinginess, indifference, cold attitude or resent- 
ment. 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has observed : 

“The people who believe in God and the Day of 
Judgement should show hospitality to their guests”, 

(Bukhari, Mualim) 

Hospitality inoludes all those matters which are 
eseential for showing due respoot and honour to the guest 
and to make provisions for his comfort, peace, happiness 
and fulfilment of hia needs. Sbowing respect to your guest 
moans treating your guest with politeness and in good 
cheer ; to entertain him with pleasant conversation, to make 
provisions for his rest and relaxation 3 to introduce him ta 
your other respectable friends ; to look after his needs, to 
arrange provisions of food and drink for him with a liberal 
and generous mind and to give personal service and atten- 
tion to all the requirements of your friend, 

“Whenever respectable guests paid a visit to him, the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
used to attend to their hospitality himeelf ”. 

“Whenever the Holy Prophet {peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) served mesls to his guest he (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) used to Prompt the guest 
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tepeatedly to partake more of the food. When the guest 
had taken to his fill and expressed inability to eat more, it 
was then that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) ceased urging him to take more, 


. When a guest arrives, say Salam (peace be on you) to him 
and pray for him. Then enquire about his health. 


The Holy Qur’an affirms : 


en ee eee ee ey ete Ae 
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Hal atdka hadithu daifi Ibrahtma-l-mukramina dh 

dakhali ‘alatht faqala salama. Qala salam. 

“Hath the story of Abraham’s honoured guests reached 
thee (O Muhammad) when they came in anto him and said: 
“Salam” Hadrat Ibrahim answered salam’. (51 : 24-25) 
Show generous hospitality to your guests and offer: them 
the best that is readily available. On arrival of his guests, 
Hadrat Ibrahim (peace be on him) at once got busy in 
making arrangements for their dinner. He (peace be apon 
him) had o fat calf in his home, which he slaughtered and 
got it roasted for his guests. 

The Holy Qur’an affirms : 


eee 6-8. 
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ilathim. (51 : 26-27) 


“Then he went apart unto his housefolk and brought a 
fatted calf. roasted for the guests ; and presented it before 
them”. 
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ale! JI ¢'4 Faragha ila chliht also bears the meaning 
that Hadrat Ibrahim (peace be upon him) went inside his 
home-to make arrangements for the feast without informing 
any one lest the guests should feel informal or forbid 
Preparation: of food for them for fear of causing inconveni- 
ence to the host. In that case, it would not be possible 
for the host to entertain his guests. 


Hadrat Abu Sharih, in his report of the manner in 
which the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has urged the Muslims to show hospitality to 
their guests, states as follows : 

“I saw with my two eyes and heard with mino two 
ears when the Holy Prophet ‘peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) was delivering this counsel : “The people who 
believe in God and the Day of Ji udgment should show 
hospitality to their guests. The first night and first day of 
his stay is the prized day and night for you”. . 

(Bukhari/Muelim) 

To attribute ‘In’am’ (reward) to the first night and first 
day of the guest’s stay implies that as the munificent feels 
spiritual contentment on giving away (reward with 
deep sentiments of joy and love, a similar behaviour should 
be displayed by the host towards the guest on the first night 
and first day of his stay with him. Likewise as the benefici- 
ary receives the (reward) with joy and happiness deeming 
it as his rightful due and appreciates the munificence of 
his benefactor, a similar attitude should be adopted by the 
guest towards his host during the first night and first day 
of his stay with him. The guest should not stand on 
formality and ought to accept the offerings of the host with 
sentiments of joy and close fellowship considering the 
hoat’s hospitality towards him as his rightful due. 

. As soon as the guest arrives, think first of his natural 
human needs. Mako discreet enquiries as to whether he 
wishes to use the toilet or bathroom. Arrange a bath for 
him, if it is required. Even though it may be a late hour 
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for meals, sak your guest if he wants to eat‘or drink in such 
& discreet manner that he should not decline as s matter 
of formality. Show your guest his bed tom where he is 
to atay. 

. Do not pester your guest with your constant company. 
Similarly. do not keep him awake late in the night talking 
or digoussing matters. Allow him sufficient time to rest so 
that he may not feel inconvenient. When the guests paid 
a visit to him, Hadrat Ibrahim (peace be upon him) left 
them alone for a while and went inside hie home to prepare 
a feast for the guests. 

. Do feel pleasure when the guests are dining with you. Do 
not show any signs of stingineas, annoyance or weariness. 
Tho guest isnot s burden, but a sourco of blessing, grace 
and Divine favour. Whomeoever God sends to you as a 
gueat, He sends provisions for the guest also, The guest eat 
with you whatever was deoreed for him ; he does not eat 
your share of the divine bounty. The visit of a guest adds 
to your honour and dignity. 

. Protect the honour and dignity of your guest and consider 
his honour and dignity as vital as your own. In case any 
one poses & threat to the honour of your guest, you should 
consider it a challenge to your own honour and 


conscience. 

The Holy Qur’an affirms that when the people of the 
habitation assaulted the guests of Hadrat Lit (peace be 
upon him) with evil intentions, Hadrat Lat (peace be upon 
him) roge up in their defence and declared ; ‘These people 
are my guests. Do not disgrace me by treating them 
offensively. I hold their disgrace as dn offence against my 
own person”. 
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Qala inna haolai daift fala tafdahint watiaqullaha wa 
la tukh2iin. 


“Hoe said: Lo t they are my guests. Affront me not! 
And fear Allah and shame me not’. (22 : 68-9) 
Observe all the etiquettes “of hospitality with deep 
enthusiasm and eagerness for three days. The guest has a 
right over you to entertain him for three days and a 
believer should always be extremely generous in discharging 
their obligations. On the first day the guest should be 
shown special hospitality.. Hence make sumptuous arrange- 
monte for the entertainment of your guest. On the subsequ- 
ent two days it does not matter if that level of sumptuous 
entertainment cannot be maintained. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) has observed : 


Ween Fe ode o Se eee doe ow 
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Wad-diyafatu thalathate ayyamin fama ba‘da dhalika fa 
hu wa lahu sadagatun. (Bukhari, Muslim). 

“And hospitality is ordained for three days. Later 
whatever entertainment the host offers to his guest is a 
charity on his part”. 

Consider rendering service to the guest as your moral duty. 
Do not consign your guest to the care of your servants and 
children, Instead devote yourself personally to the 
service of your guest. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) used to look after the 
entertainment of the guests personally. - When Hadrat— 
Imam Shafi ‘(God be merciful to him) paid a visit to Imam 
Malik (God be merciful to him), he was received with every 
mark of honour und respect due to a guest and was lodged 
in his bed room to sleep for the night. At dawn Imam 
Sh4f'i (God be merciful to him) heard a knock on the door 
anda voice said in affectionate toues : “May God show you 
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Hie Meroy! Arise, the hour of prayer has come”, Imam 
Shaf‘i (Allah be merciful to him) at once got up and found 
Imim Malik (Allah be merciful to him) standing on the 
door with a vessel full of water in hie hand. At this, Imam 
Shaf‘i (Allah be merciful to him) felt some embarrassment, 
noticing which Imam Malik (Allah be merciful to him) 
remarked in deep affection “Never mind, brother, it is 
obligatory to look after the guests’’. 

10. Having lodged the guest, tell him the location of the toilet 3 
provide him with s vessel of water ; point out the direction 
of the Qiblah, and supply him with a prayer-mat. The 
servant of Imam Malik (Allah be merciful to him), having 
lodged Imam Shaf‘i (Allah. be merciful to him) in a room 
submitted. to him: “Hadrat! This is the direction of 
the Qiblah ; the vessel of water is placed here and the toilet 
is located this way’’. 

1. At dinner time wash your hands first and reach the table © 
before your guests wash their hands. When Imam Malik 
(God be merciful to him) observed this etiquette, Imim 
Shafi'i (God be merciful to him) asked him the significance 
of thia gesture. Thereupon Imam Malik (God be merciful 
to him) observed, ‘Before starting the meal the host 
should wash his hands first and reach the dining place 
before his guests in order to greet them at the meal. At 
the end of the meal, however, it is the guests whose hands 
should be washed first and the host should wash his hands 
last of all lest some more guests should drop in beforé 
the host gets up from the dining place.” 


12. The quantity of food and the number of plates should be 
somewhat in excess of the actual number of guests. It is 
possible that someone might turn up during the meal. In 
that case, the host will have to get up and take the extra 
trouble of making further arrangements. If the provisions 
and plates are already there the new guest’ will -be saved 
from embarrassment and will rather feel happy and 
honoured. . 
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13. Show selflessness and sacrifico in the case of a guest, Provide 
comfort to him at the cost of your own convenience. 


One day a person cameto the presence of the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and, 
submitted : “‘O Prophet of Allah (peace and Dlessings of 
Allah be upon you)! Iam ina terrible agony of hunger’, 
The Holy Prophet (peace and Dlessings of Allah be upon 
him) sent word to one of his holy wives (Allah be pleased 
with them): “Send whatever food is available’, The 
answer he (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
received was : ‘Tn the name of Allah Who has sent you as 
His Apostle, there is nothing except water available here”. 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) thereupon sent the same message to a second wife and 
received the some reply. The Holy Prophet (peace and bless- 
ings of Allah be upon him) made enquiries from each of his 
wives, but answer was invariably the same. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) then 
turned towards his companions and observed ; “Who among 
you will accept this man as his guest for tonight”. A 
companion from among the Ansar (Allah be pleased.with 
him) submitted : ‘O Prophet of Allah (peavo and blessings 
of Allah be upon you), I accept this man as my guest”. 


“ 

The Ansari (Allah be pleased with him) there- 
upon took the guest to his house and told his wife: 
“TI have brought a guest from the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) with me, Show him some 
hospitality”. The wife answered : “‘T have just enough food 
for children and no more”. The illustrious companion (God 
be pleased with him) said: ‘Put the children to sleep by 
diverting their attention to some thing else and when you 
serve the meal before the guest, extinguish the lamp on 
some pretext and sit down beside the guest so that he may 
fee] we are sharing the meal with him”. In this manner, 
the guest: ate to hia fill, but the hosts passed the night on 
anempty stomach. Next morning when this illustrious 


‘Companion (Allah be pleased with him) reached the presence 


of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him), the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) on beholding him observed: The goodness both of 
you displayed towards your guest has won you the immense 
pleasure of God”. (Bukhari, Muslim) 


14. Even if your guest has treated you with bad manners and 
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given you 4 cold shoulder on some occasion in the past, 
behave towards him with generosity, liberality and 
magnanimity. 

Hadrat Abul-Ahwas Jashmi (God be pleased with 
him), relates about his father that once he submitt- 
ed to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him): ‘If I come across someone and he does not 
perform his duty of hospitality and entertainment towards 
me and later if he happens to meet me, is it obligatory 
upon me to show him hospitality ? Or should I act towards 
him in the same impolite and indifferent manner? The 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 


: observed : ‘No, you should perform your obligation of 


hospitality towards him in any case”. (Mishkat) 


Make a request to your guest to offer a prayer invoking the 
favour and grace of God on you, especially when the guest 
is ® man of piety, a devotee of religion and @ person of 
excellent faith. Hadrat ‘Abdullah b. Busr (Allah «be 
pleased with him) reports : “‘The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) once stayed as a guest 
with my father. We presented to him a dish of ‘Harisa’, 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) ate some of it. Afterwards we offered some dates. 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be- upon 
him) ate the dates and taking the kernels between the two 
forefingers of his hand, cast them away. Finally we 
presented a drink. He (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) took some draughts of it and passed it on to the next 
person sitting on his right. When the Holy Prophet (peace 


and blessings of Allah be upon him) got up to leave, my 
father took hold of the bridle of his horse and submitted : 
“O Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allsh be upon 
you)! Pray forus”. Thereupon the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) prayed for him. 
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“O God! Bless the provisions you have vouchsafed 
to them with Thy increased bounty, grant them salvation 
and show them Thy Mercy”. 
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Etiquettes 
for Guest 


When you pay a visit to someone as 8 guest, do take some 
gifts for the host or for his children according to your 
means. Keep in mind the taste and liking of your host 
while choosing gifts for him. Exchange of presents and 
gifts augments sentiments of love and - promotes intimate 
relationship. The gift creates a soft corner in the heart of 
the receiver for the donor. 


. Do not stay for more than three days as « guest with any 


one, save under special circumstances or when the host 
insists on your staying with him for a longer period. Tho 


Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
affirms : 


“It is not permissible for a guest to stay so long with 
the host as to cause him trouble”. (Al-Adab-ul-Mufrad) 

‘Sahih Muslim’ reports: “It is not permiesible for 4 
Muslim to stay so long with his brother aa to make him a 
sinner’, The people submitted : “Q Prophet of God 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon you! How wills 
Muslim make his brother a sinner in this manner”? By 
staying so long with his brother that his brother may be 
exhausted of all means of entertaining him”. * 


. Do not always bea guest of others. Invite others also to 


be your guests and entertain them liberally. 


When you go to stay as a guest with somebody, take 
necessary baggage and bedding etc. according to the season 
slong with you. In winter, especially, never forget to take 
the bedding with you, otherwise the host will be put to 
extreme hardship. It is highly improper that the guest 
shall in any way become an unbearable burden for the host, 
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. Keep in mind the engagements and duties of your host. 

Take care that your host’s occupation, duties and engage- 
ments are notin any way disturbed by your Presence as & 
guest with him. 
Do not make all sorts of demands on your host. Be content 
with whatever provisions be makes for your comfort and 
entertainment and thark him for this. Do not put him in 
any extraordinary trouble. 

- If your host’s women are not your close or blood relation, 
avoid entering into conversation with them without reason. 
Do not eavesdrop on the mutual conversation of your host’s 
women. Behave youreelf in euch a manner that your con. 
versation or conduct dces not hecome a nuisance for them, 
Do not violate the privacy and the limitations of Purdeh in 
any case. 

- If for some reason you do not wish to eat with your host, 
or you are observing s fast, excuse yourself politely and 

" say a prayer invoking the Grace and Blessings of Allah 
upon your host. 

When Hadrat Ibrahim {peace be upon him) presented 
® sumptuous meal to his venerable guests and the guests 
would not partake of it, Hadrat Ibrahim (peace he upon 
him) said to them: “Gentlemen, why don’t you eat 7” 
In a bid to put Hadrat Ibrahim at ease the angels sub. 
mitted: ‘Please do not take it ill. Asa matter of fact, 
we cannot eat. We havecome only to convey the glad 
tidings of the birth of a talented son to you”. 

. When you attend a feast, say a prayer at the end of 
the meal invoking Allah to bless the host with extensive 
means, grace, favour, salvation and His Mercy, Hadrat 
Abu Athhim b. Tahan (Allah be pleased with him) once 
invited the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) and his illustrious Companions (Allah be pleased 
with them) to 2 feast. When the meal was over, the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
observed: “Reward your brother’, The illustrious 
Companions (God be pleased with them) submitted : 


“How can we reward him, 0 Prophet of Allah {peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon you)!” The Holy Prophet 
{peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed ; 
“When a man pays a visit to his brother and eats and 
drinks there, he can reward his brother by praying for 
God’s favour and blessings upon his brother”. 
(4ba Dawad) 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) once visited the house of Hadrat Sa‘d b, 
‘Ubsdah (Allah be pleased with him). Hadrat Sa‘d (God be 
pleased with him) presented to the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) bread and olive oil. 
The Prophet of Allah (peace and blessing of Allah be upon 
him) took the meal and then prayed for him : 
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Aftara ‘indakum-us-s@’ iména wa akala ta‘amakum-ul- 
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“May the fasting people break their fasts with your 
Provisions! May the pious partake of your meals and 
may the angels pray for Allah’s Mercy and forgiveness for 
you”. 
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Etiquettes 
of Sittings 


‘Try to keep company with persons of good character. 


2. Join in the conversation that is going on among those present 


in the company. To exclude yourself from the conversation 
and to sit in company with a frowning face betrays a haughty 
attitude, The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon ,him) used to take an active part in the conver- 
sation among his illustrious companions (Allah be pleased 
with them). Do not adopt a gloomy attitude or a posture of 
depression while sitting in a company. Wear a smile on 
your face and sit in the company in a fresh and joyous 
mood, 

Try that the remembrance of Allah and the life in the Here- 
after should form part of discussion in each of your meet- 
ings. When you feel that the interest of the participanta is 
Tagging in conversation on religious matters, change your 
topic to worldly issues. Later when & suitable opportunity 
arises make a discreet effort to bring the talk round to 
religious topics again. 


When you go to s meeting take a seat wherever you find 
room, Do not make a bid to move shead by pushing 
through or jumping over the heads or shoulders of the 
people, Such conduct causes inconvenience to those who 
oame early and took their seats first and the man who 
indulges in such impolite behaviour reflects a sense of 
self-importance and haughtinees, 

In 8 meoting,‘do not try to dislodge » person from his seat 
in order to occupy it yourself. This isa very bad hebit. 
Such conduct provokes hatred and ill-will in the hearts of 
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12. 


others and betrays a sense of self-assertion and a hanghty 
attitude towards others. 


- Ina meeting where people are sitting around in a cirele, do 


not sit in the centre of the circle. Such a kehaviour is not 
only ridiculous, but extremely improper. Tho Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) has 
cursed such dofaultera, 

Do not try to grab the seat of a person who leaves his 
seat for a while. Kecp his seat reserved until he returns. 
However, if it is known that the person will not return, you 


. are free to take the seat previously occupied by him. 


Do not separate two persons sitting together in some 
gathering without seeking their permission, They might 
be sitting together because of intimacy, love or for some 
other reason and separation may hurt their feelings. 

Avoid sitting at s place of distinction in a gathering. If you 
pay @ visit to somebody’s house, don’t try to take a seat 
of distinction, save in case the host himself insists on your 
taking such a seat, Always sit in the meeting in a respect- 
ful manner. Do not spread your feet or stretch your legs. 
Do not make a bid to always sit near the person presiding 
the meeting. Sit wherever you find room, and leave 
space for those who arrive after you to find a place to sit 
conveniently. In case a greater number of people arrive to 
attend the meeting, you should try to adjust yourself in a 
smaller space and generously leave room for the new 
comers to find 6 seat, 


Do not stand before or around someone, even to show 
respect as it is against Islamic etiquette. 

No two porsons should talk to each other in confidence in a 
gathering or sitting. This annoys others and creates 
a fecling that they do not deserve to be taken into confi- 
dence. It may also create a misunderstanding among others 
that the two persons are Perhaps engaged in back-biting 
against others present over there. 
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Seek the permission of the chairman before you say anything 
in a meeting. While you speak or take part in question and 
answers, do not assume such role ag if you are presiding over 
the meeting. It may be taken as‘an attempt to impose your- 
self upon others as well as an insult to the chairman of the 
meeting. 

Only one man should speak ata time. Each one should be 
heard with full attention. Eagorness to express himself 
first in a meeting may create chaos and pandemonium. 

The matters discussed in confidence in the meeting must not 
be spread everywhere. The participants are under obligation 
to guard the secrets of the meeting. 


Do not - broach another issue until the. meeting concludes 
discussion about the matter under consideration. Do not 
interrupt e speaker in order to start speaking yourself. 
In case, it is imperative for you to speak up at once, you, | 
should do so with the permission of the speaker, , 
In the course of the proceedings, the Chairman of the 
meeting should pay equal attention to sll members. He 
should address the meeting turning towards right and left 
so that each side receives the benefit of attention... The 
Chairman should allow the participants a right to express 
their views. 


Say this prayer before dispersing the meeting. The meeting 
should not end without offering this prayer: 
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tahdnu bshi ‘alaind madar-rud-dunya. Allahumma 
matti'na bi-aema'ind wa quwwatind ma ahyiitand waj- 
‘alhul-waritha minna. Waj'al thaarand ‘ala man 
zalamand wansurnd ‘ala man ‘ddand wa 14 taj'al 
musibatand fi dinina wa la taj’al-id-dunya akbara 
hummina wa la mablagha ‘ilmind wala tusallit 
‘alaind manla yarhamund. (Tirmizt) 
“God, grant us Thy Fear and Mercy which may stand 
between us and disobedience to Thee. Vouchsafe to 
us that devotion which may entitle us to Thy Paradise. 
Give us such deep Faith which may render all wordly 
losses as worthleas for us. God, grant ua the favour of 
utilising our sense of hearing, sight and physical strength 
to our advantage and continue this favour even after we 
are no more. Take our revenge from him who oppresses 
us. Grant us victory over him who shows enmity towards 
us. Do not put us to trial concerning religion. Do not make 
worldly goods the chief objects of our lives. Do not make 
this world the limit of our knowledge and wisdom, nor 
entrust us under the charge of a person who shows.n9: 
mercy to us.” 


Etiquettes 
of Greetings 


1, Say ‘Assslamo-‘Alaikum’ on meeting a Muslim brother in 
order to express your feeling of attachment and felicity. 


The Holy Qur'an affirme : 
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‘Wa idha j@akalladhing yu'minina bidydtina faqu 
salamun ‘alaikum. (6 : 54) 


‘And when those who believe in our revelations come 
unto thee say: Peace be unto you”. 

This verse which is addressed to the Holy Prophet. 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) indirectly 
teaohes a moral etiquette to the entire Ummah iw. when- 
ever two Muslims meet each other, they should exchange 
feelings of love and felicity with each other, and the best 
means of doing this is that they should pray for the sal- 
vation and well-being of each other. One should sey 
‘Assalimo-‘Alaikum’ ; the other should respond with ‘Wa 
‘Alaikumus salam’. Offering the salam is-a means of 
maintaining and augmenting love and affection. 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) affirmed : 


“You cannot enter Paradise until you acquire piety 


and you cannot attain piety unless you learn to love each 
other. Let me tell yous device. If you use it, you will 
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learn to love each other. Make the practice of offering 
salam to each other common among. you”. (Mishkat) 

. Always say ‘salam’ after the Islamic fashion. In personal 
conversation or in correspondence, you must use these 
words of greeting which have been prescribed by the Holy 
Qur’an and Sunnah. Do not avoid the usage of this 
Islamic etiquette of greeting, nor use substitute words or 
expressions prescribed by modern society. This Islamio 
mode of greeting is not only very simple, meaningful, and 
impressive but also # comprehensive prayer for salvation 
and peace, The significance of your offering a salam to 
your Muslim brother is very vast. ‘Assalamo-‘Alaikum’ 
implies ‘May Allah bless you with all kinds of peace and 
salvation’; ‘May Allah protect your life and property’; ‘May 
Allah protect your hearth and home ; May He keep your 
family and relations in safety’ ; ‘May Allah safeguard your 
faith and belief’ ; May you live in peace in this world and 
in the world Hereafter’ ; ‘May God vouchsafe to you graces 
of which I know and graces of which I have no knowledge’ ; 
I bear deep sentiments of good-will, love and sincerity, 
safety and peace for you. Hence do not have fear on my 
account. You will never come to harm from any deed of 
mine’. By adding ‘Alif? and ‘Liam’ to the world ‘salam’ 
and saying ‘Assalimo-‘Alaikum’, you offer ali the good 
prayers for the addressee. Just imagine what better words 
than ‘Assalamo-‘Aleikum’ can be used for expressing heart- 
felt felicity, sincerity, love, goodwill and devotion to the 
person whom you meet, provided these words are uttered 
with full awareness of their significance. When you greet 
your brother with the words ‘Assalamo-'Alaikum’, you in 
fact invoke the blessings of Allah to protect your brother ; 

- you invoke the blessings of Him Who is the Fountain of 
all good and Whose Being is synonymous with peace and 
salvation. ‘Assalam’ is one of the attributes of Allah and a 
person can attain peace and salvation only at the goodwill 
of the Almighty and whomsoever He denies salvation is 
deprived of it in both worlds. 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has affirmed : 

‘Assalam is one of the attributes of Allah. It has been 
sent unto the world for the benefit of the People. Hence 
make the use of Assalim common among you”. 


Adam (peace be upon him), He ordained that Adam (peace 
be upon him) should |pproach @ group of angels and offer 
them ‘salam’. Allah also counselled Adam (peace be upon 
him) to listen carefully the answer given by the angels and 
to remember it, because the same prayer would he pres. 


other words, the angels in their answer added the words 
‘Rahmatullah’ to ‘Assalamo-‘Alaikum’, (Bukhari, M: ‘uslim) 

The Holy Qur’an affirms that when the angels come to 
extract the souls of the believers they say ‘Salamu- 
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Thus Alleh tepayeth those who ward off {evil). 


“Those whom the angels cause tu die (when they are) 
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good. They say: Peaco be unto you ! Enter the garden 
because of what ye used to do”. 
‘When these God-fearing people will arrive at the gatea 
of Paradise, the sentinels of Paradise will accord them a 
magnificent weloome with the same words : 
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Wa stgalladhinattagau rabbabum ilal jannati zwmord 
hatta idha ja’aha wa futihat abwabuha wa gala lahum 
khazanatuha salamun ‘alaikum tibtum fadkhuluha 
khalidin. (39 : 78) 

“And those who keep their duty to their Lord are 
driven unto the gardens in troops till when they reach 
and the gates thereof are opened and the warders thereof 
say unto them: Pesce be unto you! You are good so 
enter you (the garden) to dwell therein forever”. 

And when they shall have entered Paradise, the angels 
will enter from all the Gates of Paradise and say ‘Assalamo- 
‘Alaikum’ to them. 


a Be. ot Sy ree Sjtg ixsiy 


OS obo Ore ow 


«BN ge ob sce 


Wal mal@ikatu yadkhuldna ‘alathin min kulli babin 
salamun‘ulaikum bima sabartum fani'ma ‘ugbaddér. 

“And the angels shall arrive to offer them welcome 
from each Gate of Paradise and ssy to them : pole pn 
Salimun-‘alaikum. This is the recompense for your patience 
and steadfast conduct. Hence how excellent is this eternal 
home”. 
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The people of Paradise will also greet each other with 
the same words : 
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Da'wahum. fiha subhanaka allahumma wa tahiyyatu- 
hum fiha salam. 


“And therein their tongues shall pronounce. “O God ! 
Thou art Pure and Supreme” and they shal! Pray for each 
other in these words: “Salam” be on you”, , 

Even God shall_send thom greetings of ‘Salim’ and 
‘Blessings’. 
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Inna as-habal jannatil-yauma fi shughulin fakihina 
hum wa azwajuhum ft zildlin ‘alal ard’iki muttaki’ina 
lahum ftha fakiha-tun walahum ma yadda'in. Salamun 
qaulan min rabbirrahim. (36 : 55-58) 

“Lo! those who merit paradise this day are happily 
employed, they and their wives in pleasant shade on thrones 
Teclining! Theirs the fruit and theirs that they ask ; the 
word from a Merciful lord is peace ! 

In reality, there shall be greetings of ‘Salam’ for the 
believers from all sides in Paredion, 
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La yasmu ‘tina fika laghwan wa la ta'thiman illa 
qilan ealdman salma. 


“They shall not hear improper absurdities there, nor 
(talk) of sin. ‘There shall only. be greetings of ‘Balam’, 
‘Salam’, on all sides”. 
In view of these clear injunctions and evidence of the 
Holy Qur'an end Sunnah, it is not lawful for a believer to 
forsake the manner prescribed by Allah and His Prophet 
{peace and blessings of. Allah be upon him) under 
any circumstance and adopt other modes of expressing love 
and felicity. 
3, Say Salam to every Muslim, whether you have a prior 
acquaintance or connexion with him or not. The condition 
_.-. that hé is your. Muslim brother suffices for establishing a 
relationship or making an acquaintance and a Muslim must 
cherish sentiments of love, sincerity, goodwill and loyalty 
tor his brother Muslim. A person submitted to the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) : “What 
is the most commendable deed in Islam’? The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessiags of Allah be upon him) observed : ‘To 
feed the poor and to offer Salim to every Muslim, whether 
you have a prior acquaintance with him or not”. ; 
(Bukhart, Muslim) © 


4, On entering your house, say ‘Salam’ to members of your 
family. The Holy Qur’an affirms : 
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Fo idha dathalium buyitan fasallima ‘ala anfusikum 
tahiyyatan min ‘indillahi mubérakatan tayyibatan. 
(24 : 61). 
“But when ye enter houses eslute one another with a 
greeting from Allah bleseed and sweet’’. 
Hadrat Anas (God be pleased with him) reports. that 
the Holy Prophet {peace and blessings of Allah be upon 


him) had advised him: “Dear son! On entering your 

house, you should. first say ‘Salam’ to members of your 

family. This isan act of goodness and blessings for you 

and your family”. (Primidhs). 

Similarly, when you call at somebody's house, say 

‘Slim’ before entering the house. Do not go into the house 

without saying ‘Salam’ first. 
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Ya ayyuhalladhina dmani 14 tadkhulit buyitan ghaira 
buysitikum hatta tasta ‘nist wa tusallimu’ ala ahliha 
(24 : 27). 

“0 ye who believe ! Enter not houses other than your 
own without first announcing your presence and invoking 
peace upon the folk thereof”. 

When the angels called -on Hadrat Ibrahim (peace be 
upon him) as his venerable guests, they offered ‘Salam’ and 
in response Hadrat Ibrahim (peace be upon him) also said 
‘Salim’ to them. 

Say ‘Salam’ to small children also. “This is the best means 
of teaching the children the manner of offering ‘Salam’ a3 
well aa an observance of the Sunnah of the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). When Hadrat 
Ansa (God be pleased with him) passed near tho children, 
he said ‘Salam’ to them and observed that the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) used to do the 
same”, (Bukhari, Muslim). 

Hadrat ‘Abdullah b, ‘Umar (God be pleased with 
him) used to write ‘Slam’ in hie letters to children aiso. 

(Al- Adab-ul-Mufrad) 
Women can offer ‘Salim’ to men ; likewise men can offer 
‘Salim’ to women. Hadrat Asma Ansirie (God be pleased 


with her) states: “I was sitting among my lady friends 
when the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) passed by us. He (peace and blessings of Alleah 
bu upon him) offered ‘Salam’ to us. (Al-Adab-ul-Mufrad 

Umm Hani (God be pleased with her) states : “I came to’ 
the presence of Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him). He (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) was taking a bath at that time. When I offered 
‘Salam’ to the Holy Prophet (pesce and blessings of Allah 
be upon him), he (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
enquired about me. I submitted: Umm Hani. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: 
“Most Welcome.” {Al-Adab.ul-Mufrad) 
Accustom yourself to say ‘Ballm’ as often as possible and 

“never miss the opportunity of saying ‘Salam’——Say 
‘Salam’ to each other as often as possible. The act of offering 
‘Salim’ promotes love and in recompense for this act, God: 
grants protection from all pain or loss. 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has affirmed : 

“Let me tell you a device, which will promote love and 
friendship among you. Say Salam to each other as often 
as possible”, (Muslim) 

In addition, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of | 
Allah be upon him) also observed: ‘Make the practice of 
offering ‘Salem’ common among you. God shall grant you 
salvation in recompense’. 

Hadrat Anas (God be pleased with him) roports that 
the illustrious Companions of the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him). used to say ‘Salam’ to each 
other very often. So common and widespread was tho 
practice that if at times a Companion went out of sight . 

. behind a tree and appeared in view again, he offered ‘Salam’ 


again. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allsh be, 
upon him) has observed : 


8. 


205 

“Any person who meets a Muslim brother should say 
‘Salam’ to him. Later if one of them goes out of sight 
behind a tree, wall or 4 stone and reappears, he should offer 
‘Salam’ once again on seeing his brother". 

(Riydd us-Sélihin), 

Hadrat Tufail (God be pleased with him) reports : aL 
used to call on Hadrat ‘Abdullah b. ‘Umar (Allah be pleased 
with him) often and also accompanied him on his trips to 
the bazar. When both of us went to the bazar it was the 
common practice of Hadrat ‘Abdnilah ibn ‘Umar (God be 
pleased with him) to say ‘Salam’ to every passer-by, may he 
be o junk-man, a shopkeeper or 8 poor or destitute person. 
Jn fact he invariably offered ‘Salam’ to every person who- 
ever he may be’. 

One day when I called on him, he said: “Let us go to 
the bazar”, I submitted: Hadrat (God be pleased with 
you) what will you do in the bazar? You never stop to 
make any purchases, neither enquire about any goods ; nor 
strike a -bargain ; nor attend any company in the bazar. 
Come, sir, let us sit here and talk”. Hadrat Tufail (Allah be © 
pleased with him) observed: ‘OQ Abu Batan (fat-bellied) t 
I go to the bazar merely to offer ‘Salam’. Whoever happens 
to meet me I say ‘Salam’ to him”. (Muwatia Imam Malik). 


“Beware that each Muslim has a right over you to offer him 


‘Salam’, Discharge this obligation towards a brother 


“Muslim open-heartedly and never miss an opportunity to 


say ‘Salam’ to another Muslim. 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has observed : ‘Each Muslim owes an obligation 
to another Muslim to offer him ‘Salam’ whenever they 
happen to meet”. (Muslim) 

Hadrat Abu Huraira (God be pleased with him) states : 
“The most niggardly person is he who lets go an opport- 
unity to say ‘Salam’, ‘AlAdab-ul-M ufrad) 


. Always be the firat to say ‘Salam’. If, God forbid, you 


are not on good terms with someone, even then you should 
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take the initiative in offering ‘Salim’ and making up the 
quarrel. . 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed : 

“(He who takes the initiative in offering ‘Salam’ is the 
nearest to God”. (4bu Dawid) 

Furthermore, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) affirmed: “It is not lawful for any 
Muslim to severe all connexion with his brother Muslim for 
* period of more than three days to such extent thet if 
they happen to come across each other, one should turn 
towards one side and the other should change hia course 
towards the other side. Between these two, he is the 
superior who is the first to say ‘Salam’ to the other”. 

(Al-Adab-ul-Mufrad) 

Someone submitted to the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him): “When two persona 
happen to meet each other, who should say ‘Salam’ first?” 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) observed ; ‘‘He who is better than the other in the 
eyes'of God”, (Tirmidht), 


Hadrat ‘Abdullah b. ‘Umar (God be pleased with 

him) was 80 much pertioular in being the first to offer 
‘Salim’ that no one ever succeeded in beating him in this 
Tespect. 
Do offer the ‘Salam’ by word of mouth and say Assalamo.- 
‘Alsikum in a distinct voice so that the addresses may 
hear it clearly. There is nothing wrong with making a 
sign with your hand or nodding your head if need be slong 
with saying the ‘Salam’. For example if the person to 
whom you wish to offer ‘Salam’ is out of the reach of your 
voice, or he is unable to hear you because of desfness, you 
must make a gesture of ‘Salim’ slong with uttering 
Assalamo-‘Alaikum. . 


Hadrat ‘Abdullsh b. ‘Umar (Ged be pleased with 
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him) has observed : “When you offer ‘Salim’ to someone, 
make sure that he hears it, for ‘Salim’ is the purest and 


"the most blissful prayer vouchsafed by God to man”. 


il. 
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(Al-Adab-ul-Mufrad), 
Hadrat Asma’ daughter, of Yezid (God be pleased with 
her) has reported : “One day the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) passed near the mosque 
where a group of women were seated. While passing by 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) offered ‘Salam’ to the women with a gesture of his 
holy hand”. 
It is evident that the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) made a gesture of the hand 
slong with uttering the words Assalamo-‘Alaikum. The 


Tradition recorded in the Abu Dawud also confirms this ~ 


point. Hadrat Asma (God be pleased with her) states 
that when the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah . 
be upon him) passed by us, he offered us ‘Salam’.” It is 
proper, therefore, to make a gesture of the hand or nod 
the head if need be, but the words of ‘Salam’ must be | 
uttered all the same. 


Be particular in offering ‘Salam’ to your elders. If you are 
walking along and some people are sitting on the way, 
you should be the first to offer them ‘Salam’, When you 
are part of a small group and your small group comes across 
® larger number of people, the smaller group must take the 
initiative in saying the ‘Salam’. The Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) has affirmed : 


“The younger should be the first to say ‘Salim’ to the 
elder ; the passer-by should be the first to offer ‘Salim’ to 
those who are sitting ; likewise a smaller group of people 
should take the initiative in saying ‘Salam’ to the larger 
group.” (Al-Adab-ul-Mufrad) 
If you are mounted, you must be the first to say ‘Salam’ 
to the predestrians and to those who are sitting on the 
way. 
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) ‘The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 


“upon him) observed : 


“The mounted should take the initiative in offering 
the ‘Salam’ to the pedestrians ; the pedestrians shonid be 
the firat to offer ‘Salam’ to those who are sitting on the 
way ; and @ smaller group of people should say ‘Salam’ to 


- the larger group first’. (Al-Adab-ul-Hufrad). 


When you call at somebody’s house and enter his sitting 
room ot paas by a crowd or on arrival at a meeting, offer 
‘Salam’. Similarly, say ‘Salam’ at the time of taking 
leave. 

“The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has observed : 

“You should offer ‘Salam’ on arrival at a meeting and 
sey ‘Selam’ again on leaving the meeting and remember 
that the recompense for the first ‘Salam’ is in no way more 


.than the recompense for the second ‘Salam’. (The 


implication is that you should not underrate the importance 
of offering ‘Salam’ on taking leave or consider saying of 
‘Salam’ on arrival enough to cover the offering of ‘Salim’ 
at the time of leaving.)” (Pirmidhi) 


On arrival at a meeting, offer ‘Salam’ to the meeting as 4 
whole ; do not offer ‘Salam’ to « particular person by name. 
One day Hadrat ‘Abdullah (God be pleased with him) was 
seated in the mosque when 4 supplicant arrived and offered 
him ‘Salam’ addressing him by name. Hadrat Abdullah 
observed : ‘God affirmed Truth and the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upou him) fully discharged 
his duty of communicating the Divine Message”. Afterwards 
Hadrat ‘Abdullah (God be pleased with him) wont inside 
his home. The people waited, wondering what his words 
meant, At last, when he returned, Hadrat Tariq (God he 
pleased with him) enquired: ‘Sir we could not grasp 
the sense and substance of your utterance’. Hadrat 
‘Abdullah (God be pleased with him) answered: “The 
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Holy Prophet (pesce and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
affirmed that when the Doomsday will approach nesr, the 
people will adopt the custom of saying ‘Salim’ to particular 
persone by name on arrival at meetings”. 

(Al-Adab-ul-Mufrad). 
If an opportunity arises to convey ‘Salam’ to an elder, @ 
near relative or friend through somebody else or by means 
of a letter written by someone else, you must take this 
opportunity to commnuicate your ‘Salam’. 


Hadrat ‘Aishs (Allah be pleased with her) states: “The 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
observed to mo, ‘Aisha, Gabriel says ‘Salam’ to you’. I 
answered : 
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Wa'alaikumusslamu wa rahmatullahi wa barakatuhu. 
(Bukhari, Muslim) | 


If you arrive at some place where some people are asleep, 
say ‘Salim’ in such a low voice that the wakeful may hear 


it, yet those who are asleep may not be disturbed by your 
voice, 


Hadrat Migdad (Allsh be pleased with him) reports : 
“We used to keep some milk for the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him). When the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) came 
home late at night, he used to say ‘Salam’ in such a manner 
that those who were asleep might not be disturbed by the 
sound and the wakeful might heer it. So the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) came and said 
‘Salam’ as ueual. (Muslim) 


Make « cheerful and happy response to the ‘Salam’, You 
owe this obligation to your Muslim brother who offers you 
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= ‘Salam’. You should never mies an opportunity to 
respond to the offer of ‘Salam’. 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has affirmed : i 
“A Muslim has five rights over another Muslim : 
* To make a response to the Salam. 
* To visit him if he is lying iil. 
* To join in the funeral procession. 
* To accept the invitation. 
* To respond to a sneeze”. 


Furthermore the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) enjoined: “Avoid sitting on the 
road sides”. The people submitted: “O Holy Prophet 
{peace and blessings of Allah be upon you): It is an 
unavoidable necessity for us to sit on the roadside,” The 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
observed: “If it is unavoidable for you to sit on the 
roadside, then you must discharge certain obligations 
concerning the roadside.” The people submitted: ‘‘What 
are those obligations concerning the roadside ? O Prophet 
of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon you)”? The 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
observed: ‘To keep your eyes cast down, not to cause 
inconvenience, to respond to the ‘Salim’, to preach piety 
and to forbid people to indulge in wicked deeds.” 


In response to ‘Salam’, do not just confine yourself to 

saying ‘Wa ‘Alaikumus salam’, but utter the words 

UE ns dleenys Wa rahmatuliahi! Wa barakatuhu 
The Holy Qur’an affirms : 
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Wa idhd huyyttum ditahiyyattin fahayyu bi-aheana minha 
au rudduha (4 : 86) 


“And when ye are greeted with a prayer greet ye 
with a better prayer than it or repeat it.” 


The implication is that you should never miss the 
opportunity of responding to the ‘Salam’. Say a better 
prayer in response by adding more words to the ‘Salam’, or 
at. least utter the same words. In any case a response to 
‘Salam’ must be made. Hadrat ‘Imran b. Haseon (Allah be 
pleased with him) relates: ‘The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) was seated when a man 
came and said pXle pAuII Assalamo-‘Alaikum, The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
responded to the ‘Salam’ and observed: ‘Ten’ (in other 
words the man had earned ten virtues). Then a seoond man 
arrived and said, Warnes pe pI) Assalamo-Alaikum 
Wa Rehmatullak. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) responded to the ‘Salam’ and observed: 
‘Twenty’ (in other words the man had ‘earned twenty 
virtues). Later a third man came to the presence and said: 
WE ng Widinmsy @Kle pA! Assalamo-'Alaikum Wa Rehma- 
tullah Wa Barakaituhu The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) responded to him and 
observed ‘Thirty’ (in other words that man had earned 
thirty virtues). (Tirmidhs) 
Hadrat ‘Umar (Allah be pleased with him) has reported: 
“‘Onoe I was riding behind Abu Bakr (Allah be pleased 
with him) and Abu Bakr (God be pleased with him) said: 
he pr! Assalamo ‘Alaikum to every one whom we 
passed by and every one responded with the words pies 
AU diamys pred Wa ‘Alaikum Assalam Wa Rehmatullah. 
And when Abu Bakr (Allah be pleased with him) said: 
Assalamo ‘Alaikum Wa Rehmatullsh, the people responded 
with the words: Wa‘Alaikum Assslam Wa Rebmatullahi 
Wa Barakatahu. Thereupon Abu Bakr (God be “planed. 
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with him) observed: Today the people have su rpassed us in 
excellence to a great extent. {Al-Adab-ul-Mufrad) 


On meeting some one say ‘Assalamo ‘Alaikum’ first. Do 
not start conversation straightaway. Start conversation 
only after offering the ‘Salam’. 

The Holy. Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has enjoined: 

“Do not respond if somebody starts talking before 
saying the ‘Salim’.”” 

Avoid saying ‘Salim’ under the following conditions : 

(1) When people are engaged in reading, listening to or 
teaching the Holy Qur’an and Hadith. 

(2) When some one is either delivering » sermon or is 
listening to it. 

(3) When some one is announcing ‘Adhan’ or ‘Takbir’, 

(4) When a religious topic is being disoussed in a meoting 
or some one is telling what Alish has ordained to us. 

(5) When the teacher is engaged in giving a lesson, 

(8) When somebody is relieving himself of excretions. 
Moreover, under the following conditions, you should 

not only avoid saying ‘Salam’ but aleo express your 

unconcern and spiritual agony in « discreet manner: 

(1) When somebody is engaged in licentiousness and evil 
sots or merry-making such as is forbidden by Shariah 
and is thus guilty of contempt of religion. _ 

(2) When someone is defaming religion by uttering abuses, 
mean and sameless talk, fabricated lies and nonsense or 
ig indulging in obscene jokes. 

(3) When someone is propagating views and Philosophies 
which sre repugnant to religion and is trying to 


proselytise people or inciting them to anti religious 
sctivities aad immoral and unethical manners... 
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{4) When some one is desecrating religious beliefs and 
manners and is indicating his inner wickedness and 
hypocrisy by meking fun of the principlea and 
injunctions of the Shariah. 

Do not take the initiative in offering ‘Salam’ to the Jews 
or Christians. The Holy Qur’an affirms the fact that the 
Jews are the worst nation as regards their disbelief, denial 
of truth, tyranny and savagery, falsehood and deception. 
God showered countless bounties upon this nation, yet 
they always displayed ingratitude to Him and persisted 
in “heir foul practices. It is the same nation whioh 
assassinated the venerable Prophets (peace be upon thom) 
sent by God. Hence the believer should eschew all such 
conduct which shows even the slightest trace of respect or 
esteem for the Jews. On the other hand, the believers should 
adopt such conduct towards the Jews that they shonld be 
repeatedly reminded of the fact that recompense for offering 
the most hideous opposition to Truth is always disgrace 
and humiliation. 

The Holy Prophet (peaco and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has observed: 

“Do not take the initiative in sayifg ‘Salam’ to the 
Jows and Christians. When you meet them on the way, force 
them to move over to the edge of the road.” 

(Al-Adab-ul-M ufrad) 

The implication is that you should walk with such 
dignity and in a stately manner that the jews and 
christians should move over to the edge leaving the road 
open for you. 


However, say ‘Salam’ on arrival at a mixed meeting of the 
Muslims and polytheists. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) once passed near 4 meeting 
in which Muslims and polytheists wore all taking part. On 
that occasion the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) hed said: ‘Salam’ to the whole meet- 
ing.” (41-Adab-ul-M ufrad) 
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In case an occasion arises to greet a non-Muslim with some 
words of respect, do not say Assalamo-‘Aleikum. Use 
words like-—‘Adab Arz’, ‘Taslimat’ (respect or honour to 
you) ete. Do not make a gesture of your hand or nod your 
head or make any other sign which -is repugnant to the 
tenets and-spirit of Islam. 


The letter which the Holy Prophot (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) had addressed to Heracles contained 
the following words of greetings: 


130 2 ok te Bee 


+ GAgSt es a de phe 
Salamun’ala manittaba’a athuda 


“Salem be on him who follows Guidance (of the 
Lord”). 


Do. shake hands after saying the ‘Salam’ in order to express 
feelings of love, felicity and reverence. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) himself used to 
shake hands with people and his illustrious Companions 
(Allah be pleased with them) also used to shake hands when- 
ever they met each other. In fact, the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) had enjoined upon his 
Companions (God be pleased with them) to adopt the custom 
of shaking hands with each other, and had explained the 
merits and importance of this etiquette in many different 
ways. 

Hadrat Qatade (Alieh be pleased with him) enquired 
from Hadrat Anas (Allah be pleased with him): ‘Was the 
custom of shaking hands current among the illustrious 
‘Companions (Allah be pleased with them)?” Hadrat Anas 
(Alla be pleased with him) replied: ‘Yes, it was.” 

: : (Bukhari) 

Hadrat Salama b. Dardan (Allah be merciful to him) 
states: “I saw that Hadrat Malik b. Anas (Allah be moersi- 
ful.to him) was shaking hands with people. He ssked me 
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‘Who are you?’ I answered: ‘1 am the slave of Bani Laith’, 
Thereupon he passed his hand three times over my head 


and observed; “May Allah bless you with goodness and 
bounty.” 


On one occasion when some visitors from Yemen 
arrived, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed to his illustrious Companions (God be 
pleased with them): “The people of Yemen have come to 
you and they deserve handshakes more than other visitors,’ 

(4bu Dawud) 

Hadrat Huzaifa b, Yaman (Allah be pleased with him) 
reports: ‘The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) observed: When two believers meet each other 
and after exchanging ‘Salam’ shake hands with each other 
they are shorn of their sins as dry leaves fall off from the 
trees”’, (Tabrant) 

Hadrat ‘Abdullah b. Mas’ud relates: ‘The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) affirmed : 
“To shake hands is to complete your Salam.” 

When a friend, near relative or elder returns from a 
journey, embrace him in greeting. On reaching Medinah 
Hadrat Zaid b. Haritha (Allah be pleased with him) went 
to the Holy Prophet's (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) house and knocked at the door. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be. upon him) dragging his 
covering sheet behind him reached the door and embraced 
him and kissed his forehead.” (Tirmidht) 

Hadrat Anas (Allah be pleased with him) states: “When 
the illustrious companions (Allah be pleased with them) 
happened to meet each other, they shook hands and when 
any of them returned from the journey he was greeted with 
an embrace.” (Pabrani) 


1. 


Etiquettes of 
Visiting the Patient 


You must enquire after the health of the patients. To visit 
& patient is not only @ social require ment or 8 means of 
promoting mutual cooperation and sympathy, but it is 
also a right of @ Muslim over another and an essential 
pre-requisite to devotion to Allah. He who ia devoted 
to Allah cannot remain onconcerned with the creation 
of God. To evade the obligation of offering sympathy, 
consolation and assistance to the sick is tantamount to 
forsaking the remembrance of Allah. 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has affirmed : 

“On the Day of Judgment Allah shall ordain: ‘O son 
of Adam! You did not visit me when I was ailing” ¢ 
The man will submit: ‘O Creator ! You are Lord of the 
whole universe. How could I dare enquire after your’ 
welfare” | Allah shall ordain: ‘Such and such person 
from among My creatures fell ill and you did not enquire 
after his health. If you had gone to enquire after 
his welfare, you would have found Me there. (In other 
words you would have earned My Favour and Blessing)”. 

(Muslim) 

In addition, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) observed : 

“A Muslim has six rights over another Muslim”, The 
people submitted : “OQ Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon you) ! What are those righta” 1 The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
sffirmed : 
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1.. Say ‘Salam’ to your brother Muslim whenever you meet 
him. : : = 

2. Accept the invitation of your bréther Muslim whenever 
he invites you. : 

3. Offer proper advice with all sincerety to your brother 
Muslim whenever he seeks your good advice. 

4. When your Muslim brother sneezes and says ‘Al- 
Hamd-o-Lillah’, respond with saying ‘Yar hamokallah’. 

5. Visit your brother Muslim whenever che falls ill and 
enquire about his health. ‘ 

6. When o Muslim brother dies, join in his funeral 
procession’’. (Muslim) 
Furthermore, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 

Allah be upon him) affirmed : 

“He who enquires after the health of an ailing Muslim 
’ brother will find » dwelling place on the highest level of 

Paradise”. (Al-Adab-wl-Mufrad) 

Hadrat Abu Huraira (God be pleased with him) has 


reported that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Alish be upon him) observed : 


“When a person goes to enquire after the health of a 
Muslim brother or just pays 4 call on him, a caller from the 
Heaven pronounces, “‘you have done well syour walking is 
propitious ; you have earned a dwelling place in Paradise”, 

(Tirmidhi) 

. Sit towards the head of the patient, pass your hand over his 

head or body and utter words of sympathy and conzolation, 

80 that the patient may start thinking about the reward 

and recompense awaiting him in the eternal world ; and he 

may abstain from uttering any remarks showing impatience, 
‘or feelings of anguish and complaint. 

Hadrat ‘Aisha bint Sa‘ad (Allah be Pleased with them) 
reports thet her father related: “Once while in Mecca I 
fell gravely ill. The Holy Prophet (peace and ‘blessings of | 
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Allah be upon him) came to enquire after my health. I 
submitted : “O Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon you)! Iam leaving behind a great deal of wealth 
and I have only one daughter. Should I will away two- 
third of my wealth and Jeave one-third for my daughter ’'? 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) observed: ‘‘No”. I submitted: ‘Should I then will 
away half of my property and leave half portion for my 
daughter” ? The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) observed : ‘No’. Thereupon I submitted ; 
““O Holy Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon you)! Should I then will away one-third of my 
wealth” 7. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) observed: ‘Yes, will away one third of your 
wealth and this is enough”. ‘Afterwards, the Holy Prophet 
of Alleh (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) placed 
his hand on my forehead and passed it over my face and 
belly and then said the following prayer : 


“O Allah, bless Sa’ad with health and complete his 
Hijrat”. Since then whenever I recall to mind that moment ” 
I feel the scothiog sensation of the holy hand of the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of AHah be upon him) to the 
depth of my innerself’’. (Al-Adab-ul-Mufrad) 

Hadrat Zaid b. Arqam (Allah be. pleased with him) 
relates: ‘Once my eyes beeame sore. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) visited me to 
enquire after my health and-said: ‘‘Zaid, what do you do 
when yeu are suffering from sore eyes”. I submitted: ‘I 
endure this illness with patience’. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : If you 
observe patience and endurance while you are afflicted with 
sore eyes, God shall admit you into Paradise as a reward 
for this”. 


Hadrat Ibn ‘Abbas (Allah be pleased with him) states : 


‘*Whenever the Holy Prophet (peace and blessinge of. Allah © 
be upon him) visited « patient to enquire after his health’ 
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the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
used to sit at the head of the ailing person and Tepeated 
the following prayer seven times : 


eres er 6 oe Ce ed i re or 


«ta, OF clash 2 all Go pedal Gt LL 
A®’alullah-al-azima rabb-al arsh-il’. azimi an yashfiyaka’ 


“I beseech Allah Almighty Who is the Lord of Exalted 
Heavens to grant you health” ! 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed: ‘The patient will certainly be 
restored to health if this prayer is offered seven times, 
except in case the hour of his death has come”. (Mishkat 

Hadrat Jabir (Allh be ploased with him) reports that 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 


him) paid » visit to an old lady Umm as-Saib (God be ° 


pleased with her) to enquire after her health, Umm 
as-Saib (Allah be pleased with her) was shivering with 
intense fever. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) enquired : ‘How aro you feeling” ¢ 
The lady submitted: ‘May God curse this fever which 
is oppressing me”. On hearing this, the Holy Prophet 
(peace and, blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : 
“Don’t curse the fever, It purges tho pious of sins just 
as the furnace smelta the iron and purifies it of rust’. 

(Al-Adab-ul-Mufrad) 


When you visit a patient, enquire about his condition and 
pray for his recovery. Whenever the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) visited a patient 
he first enquired about his health and then used to observe : 
cdl ll eyseb Ub VY La bateatuhdrun in sha allahu. 
“There is no need to worry. By the Willof God, this 
illness ‘will disappear and will prove a means of perging you 
of all sins’, Afterwards, the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) used to paes his tight hand 
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over ‘the. region of pain and discomfort and say this 


» prayer : ; 
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Allahumma adhhibil-ba'ea - rabb-an-nasi tehfthi wa 
antash-shaft 14 shifa'a ila shifa'uka shifa'an Ia 
yughidiru sagama. (Bukhari, Muslim). 

“God! Remove this pain. © Lord of mankind, grant 

health to this person, You are the Healer, There ie none 
from whom we expect recovery from illness save You 
slone-—Grant such recovery that this disease may be 
completely uprooted”, 


Do not sit beside the patient for long, nor make noiee near 
him. However, if the sick person is your intimate friend or 
4 near relation and himself insists on your sitting beside him 
for a longer time, you should comply with his wishes. 
Hadrat ‘Abdullah b. ‘Abbas (God be pleased with him) 
states: “It is part of the Sunnsh not to sit for long beside 
4 patient, nor to make noise near him”, 
Do ask the relations of the patient about his condition and 
express your sympathy. Offer them all possible asgsistance 
or co-operation. For example, fetch the doctor, or convey 
® message about the condition of the patient, or fetoh 
medicines eto. or if Tequired, extend financial help also. 


Hadrat Ibrahim b. Abi Habla (God be merciful to 
him) relates: “Once my wife fell ill, In those days 
I used to pay frequent visits to Hadrat Umm al-Darda 
(God be pleased with her). Whenever I called on her, she 
used to enquire : “Say, how is your wife?” I answered : 
“Ske is still indisposed”. Thereafter, she used to send 
for food. I aat down and dined at her home and then 
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came back. One day, when I called on her and she enquired 


shout my wife’s health, I replied: ‘‘By the grace and 
favour of God, she has nearly recovered from her illness. 
Hadrat Umm a]-Darda (God be pleased with her) thereupon 
observed: “‘When you used to say that your wife was 
unwell I used to arrange a meal for you. Now that she haa 
gaingd her health, I need not arrange a meal for you”. 


Do visit a non-Muslim patient to enquire after his condition. 
Whenever you get an opportunity invite his attention 
towards Islam in a discreet manner as illness makes a man 
more inclined towards God and he gets more receptive to 
the truth, 

Hadrat Anas (God be pleased with him) reporis; “A 
Jewish boy used to attend on the Holy Prophet (peace and 
plessings of Allah be upon him). Once he fell ill. The 
Holy Prophet (peace'and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
visited him to enquire after his health. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) sat at the head | 
of the boy and conveyed to him the message of Islam. The 
boy looked to his father, who wes standing nearby, as if to 
seek his opinion. The father said to the boy: “My son, 
submit to what Abul-Qasim says’. So the boy accepted 
Islam, The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) came out of his house saying : ‘‘Thanks God 
Who saved the boy from Hell-Fire”. (Bukhari) 


. When you visit the house of a patient to enquire after his 


health, avoid looking about inthe house. Sit in a manner 
that the immates of the house, particularly the women are 
not within your sight. - 

Once Hadrat ‘Abdullah b. Mas‘ud (God be pleased 
with him) went to the house of an ailing person to enquire - 
after his health. He was accompanied by some others also. 
One of hie companions started gazing a lady of the house. 
When Hadrat ‘Abdullah (God be pleased with him) 
Perceived it, he observed to his cumpanion: “It would 
have been better for you to gouge out your eyes”. 
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8, Do not go to enquire after the health of those who openly 
indulge in sinful acts and flout the Commands of God 
unashamedly and obstinately. 


Hadrat ‘Abdullah b. ‘Amr (God be pleased with him) 
observes : “When the drunkards fall ill, do not go to enq- 
uire after their health”. 


9. When you go to enquire after the health of a patient, 
request him to pray for you also. It is recorded’ in 
Tbn Majah: “When you visit & patient to enquire after 
his health, request him to pray for you. The prayer of a 
patient is as much effective as the prayer offered by 
4ngels”’. (The implication is that the angels offer prayers 
only at the Command of God and hence their prayers 
are always granted). 


Etiquettes of 
Meeting each other 


1. Whomsoever you meet, greet him with a smiling face, 
Express your sentiments of felicity and take initiative 
in offering Salam. It will invoke great blessings of God 
on you, 


2, Use no words of greeting other than those enjoined by the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
ie., ‘Assalamo-‘Alaikum’. Shake hands if possible and 
enquire after his health as well as the welfare of his family, 
The greetings ‘Assalemo-‘Alaikum’ taught by the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) are 
comprehensive in their connotations and cover all the 
blessings of this material life as well as our spiritual life 
and religion. These words signify complete peace and 
salvation. While shaking hands with somebody, keep it in * 
your mind that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) nover withdrew his hand first, but 
waited. for the other one to release his hand, 

3. Put ona clean dress when you go to call on someone ; do 
not go out in dirty dress nor wear expensive garments 
while going to visit someone in order to impress him with 
your costly dress. 

4.. When you intend to visit someone, make an appointment 
with him first. Never visit anybody at inconvenient 
hours. Such a visit is not only an interference in others 
engagements but also degrades you in their eyes, 

5. When someone calls on you, greet him with an affectionate 
smile. Offer him a seat in a respectful manner and 
entertain him according to the occasion. 
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i. 
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. When you call on someone, confine yourself to talking 


about useful matters, Do not waste time in useless 
conversation, otherwise the people will dislike and avoid 
you, 


» When you call at somebody’s house, stand outside the gate 


and ask for permission to enter. When permitted to enter, 
say ‘Assalamo.'Alaikum’ and enter the house. If you get 
no response after pronouncing ‘Assalamo-‘Alaikum’ three 
times, don’t mind it and return cheerfully. 


. While visiting somebody, do not forget to carry some suit~ 


able gifts with you. Exchange of gifts deepens feeling of 
mutual love and affection. 


If a needy person calls on you, try to fulfil his need to the 
extent of your means. If he requests you to recommend hia 
case to someone, doit. However, if you cannot comply 
with his request, you should decline ina polite! manner. 

Do not keep him in hopeful illusions, 

Tf you call on someone to seek his assistance in need, tell 
him your requirement in a courteous manner. If he fulfils 
your need, thank him. But if he declines, never mind, 
sey ‘Salam’ to him and return cheerfally. 

Do not always expect others to call on you. You should also 
pay visits to others offandon. It is the most pleasant 
thing to develop social relations and to serve others 
in need, Keep it in your mind that brothers in faith always 
develop relations for good ends. 

If you notice a little straw or any other thing clinging to 
the face, beard or clothes of the person whom you happen 
to meet, remove it with your own hands, If the other 
person does the same for you, thank him and pray for him: 


er ee es ee 
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“May God remove sll such things from you aa are 


= displeasing to you”. = 
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When you visit someene at night, be mindful of his 
comfort. Do’ not ait with him for long. If you come to 
know that he has gone to bed return cheerfully without 
feeling resentment: 


When « group of people call on someone, the man who is 
talking should represent all his companions. Neyer try to 
Press your importance or give Prominence to your own self 
ignoring the presence of your other campaniona. 


Etiquettes of 
Conversation 


1. Always speak the truth. Never hesitate speaking the truth 


2. 


even at the groatest risk. 


Spesk only when you must, and always talk with a 
Purpose. Too much talk and useless conversation betrays 
lack of seriousness, You are accountable before God for 
every word you utter. The angel of God records, 
Ve <p) SU ae Poe = ene Pte 
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Mé yalfizu min qaulin ill ladaihi ragibun ‘atid, 


“A supervisor remains vigilant to preserve on record 
every speech that is uttered by his tongue”, 


Always speak Politely. Wear a smile on your face and 


® sweet tone in your speech, Always speak ins moderate 
voice. Do not keep your voice so low as to be inaudible 
to the addressee, nor raise it 80 loud that the addresses 
might be over-awed by your voice. The Holy. Qur’an 
effirme : 


OG at. al SF oO EG 


Inna ankaral aswati lasautul. hamtr. (81: 19) 


Lo ! the harshest of all the voices is the voice of the 
ase”, 


. Do not spoil” your tongue with dirty talk. Do not speak 


ill of others. Never indulge in backbiting. Do not 
316. 
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- complain against. others. Never indulge in mimicking 
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ue 


others to ridicule them. Do not. make false promises, 
Never laugh at others, nor boast of your own superiority 
or indulge in self-praise. Never get unreasonable and rash 
in conversation. Do not pass remarks on others or satirize 
them. Do not call someone by a disgraceful name. Avoid 
swearing frequently. 


. Always say what is just and fair regardless of any loss to 


yourself, your friend or relative. 


10S 2 aw tee Os sn ader 
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Wa idha quitum fiadilé wa lau kana dha qurba. 


“‘And when you say something, speak what is just even 
if you are talking about your relatite’’. f é 
Be soft-spoken, reasonable and sympathetio in your conver- 
sation. Do not utter sharp, harsh and teasing remarks. « 


When women happen to talk “with men, they shoald spesk 


ina clear, atraight and rough. manner. They ought not 
speak in delicate, sweet tone lest the listéner should enter- 
tain any foul expectation, 


: If the impudent wish to entangle you in dialogue or 


altercation offer them ‘Salam’ politely and leave them. 
Those who indulge in loose talk and absurd conversation 
are the worst lot of the Ummah. 


. Keep in view the mental level and outlook of the man you 


are talking to so as to make him understand. If the ad- 
dresses cannot hear or is unable to catch your meaning, 
ropeat what you have said before without any resentment, 

Always be brief and to the point in your talk. Itis unfair 
to prolong discussion without rhyme or reason. « 
When you wish to explain the tenets of Islam want to 
speak on the teachings of Islam be simple and clear and 


“ speak in @ passsionate and heart-warming style. -To seek 
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reputation through oratory, to try to impress, people with 
flawery language, to seek papularity among: people, to 

adopt a proud and heughty mien, or to deliver specches 
only for the seke of fun or recreation—all these are the 
worst habits that corrupt ‘the man to the core of his heart. 


Never indulge in flattery, nor ingratiate with anybody. 
Always mind: your honour snd reapect and avoid any 
thing below your dignity. 

Do not interrupt and interfere in othera conversation with 
out their permission, nor intercept others conversation 
in order to say something yourself. If, however, you 
must spéak, do so with the permission of other. 
Speak slowly in a proper and dignified manner. Do not 
speak in a hurried manner nor indulge in fun and jokes 
all the time as it degrades you in the eyes of others. 

If somebody puts a question to you, listen carefully to him 
and make an answer after careful thought. I¢ is simply 
fooligh to answer the questions without due consideration. 
If the questions are being put to somebody else, do not be 
so officiads as to give answers yourself. 

When someone is narrating something, do not say ‘we 
know already’, May be he reveals something new and 
impresses you by his sincerety and piety. 

When you talk to someone, give due regard to his age, 
status and-his relationship to you. Do not talk with your 
parents, teachers and elders ina manner in which you 


_ would talk to your friends. Likewise, when you are talking 


to youngsters, speak with affection and elderly dignity. 


. While engaged in conversation, do not point out towards 


any .one lest he should conceive any misunderstanding 
or guspicion. Abstain from eavesdropping on others. 
Listen more and talk less. Do not reveal your secrets 


to others,. Once you disclose a secret to someone, never 
expect it to remain a secret any more. 


L 
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Etiquettes of 
Correspondence. 


Always begin your letter with the words. 


-e tone * 


Bismillah irrahmanirrahim. 


In the name of Allah the Beneficient, the Merciful 
If you wish to use an abbreviation, you may write, 
LAs dewly 
, Bilemihi To'aala. 

In'the name of Allah, the Exalted 7 

- The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) has affirmed: ‘‘Any undertaking, which does not 
commence with utterance of the attribute of God ‘Bismillah’ 
remains incomplete arid unblessed””. Some people write the ; 
numerals 786 in place of the words, This practice should 
however. be avoided, because it is the words that carry 
blessings not the nuinber. 
Do writé your own address in each letter. Never omit 


‘ your address under the impression that the addressee 


already knows your eddress. Your address may not be. 
necessarily preserved by the addresses nor can you be sure 
that the addressee remembers your address. 

Write your address on the right hand side leaving.s little 
space in between the margin and the lines of-the-address. 
Write your address clearly and take care that frisecrrect 
and the spellings of each word are alec correct. 

‘You must indicate the date below your address. 
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~. ‘Salam Masnoon’. 


5. After indicating the date, write a brief ‘salutation’ to the 
addressee. Keep your ‘salutation’ brief and simple, such 
as may communicate feelings of sincerity and close rela- ~ 
tionship, Avoid words of salutation, which smack of 
artificialty and convey a formal sense. Alongwith. the 
salutation or on the next line after it write ‘Salam Masnoon’ 
or Assalamo-Alaikun’ Do not write words like Adab or 
*Taslimat’. 5 


6. If you are sending a letterto @ non-Muslim, write words 
like ‘Adab’ or ‘Taslimat’ instead of ‘Assalamo-‘Alaikum’ or 


in After the salutation, write down your message or purpose 
whith you wish to convey to the addressee, Close your letter 
with’ suitable compliment which indicates your relationship 
to the\addressee such as yours obediently, yours sincerely, 
yours truly ete. 

8. Your letter must be legible, clear and simple, so that it may 
be easily read snd understood, and may impress the 
addreasée. 


9. Use.fuent and polite language in your letter. 


10. Be brief, but never miss necessary details to make your 


point olear. 


11. Throughout the letter, from the. salutation to the compli- 


mentary close, pay due regard to the status. of the 
addressee, 


12. Start with a new paragraph for every new point. 


13. Adopt a serious style in correspondence and avoid frivolity. 
14. Avoid writing letter in hot temper. Never write anything 


offgnsive. Always adopt a courteous style in letters. 


15, Do not discuss secret matters in general correspondence. 
16. Put e dot at the end of each sentence. — 


17, Do not read a letter addressed to someone elee w'thout his 


permission. This isa grave violation of trust. However, 
the elders and guardians should, as a matter of duty, go 
through the letters written.or received by their children so 
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are not allowed to mix freely or to write Private letters to 
each other. Hence it is the responsiblity of the Parents to 
keep an eye on the letters written to or by their children 
till they are married. 

Keep up » regular correspondence with your relatives and 
friends conveying to them your welfare, 

When someone falls ill, or, God forbid, is involved: in an 
accidentor some other calamity, do send a letter of concern 
and sympathy to him, a 

On occasions of ceremony, festivity or any happy develop- 
meant, do send letters of congratulation and joy. 

Always uso blue or black ink for the Purpose of writing 
letters. Do not use @ penoil or red ink for correspondence, 
When some one gives you a letter for the Purpose of posting 
it, never forget to post it without delay. Negligence and 
delay in such matters apesks of irresponsiblity r 


. Send « return card or stamp to those with whom you are 


not familiar, > 


Etiquettes of 
Business 


1, Conduct your business diligently and with interest. Earn 
your living by the swest of your own brow and do not: live 
as a perasite on others. On one occasion, 4 man from 
the tribe of Ansar came to the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon ‘him) and begged for 
aesistence. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allab 
be upon him) enquired : “Do you have anything at home 1” 
The Companion (God be pleased with him) submitted : 
“Q Holy Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon you)! We have two things only—a canvas which 
wo use as bedding s¢ well as & covering sheet end & 
bowl for drinking water”. |The Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Alleh be upon him) commanded : “Bring 
thote two things to me”. 

The Companion (God be pleased with him) at once 
brought both the things to him, The Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) auctioned them for two 
dirhams and handing over the money t8 the Companion, 
observed: ‘Go, buy some food for one dirham and leave 
it with your family, snd buy an axe for the other 
dirham”. A 

The Holy Prophet (peace end blessings of Alleh be 
upon him). fixed a handle to the. axe with his own¢ 
auspicious hands and observed to the Companion (God 
be pleased with him): “Go. to’ the jungle daily, out 
some. wood ‘and sell it. in the bazar. Come back after 
fifteen days and report your condition to me”. At -the 
end of & fortnight ‘when the Companion (God. be pleased 
with him) returned, he hed accumulated a..sum of ten 
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‘\dichams, The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of - Allah, 


2 


3 


be upon him) was overjoyed and observed: “This hard- 
earned income is better for thee than begging from others 
which might leave a stigma of begging on thy face on 
the Day of Judgement”. : 


Carry on your business in right earnest and earn as much a8 
you cansothat:you msy be free from dependence on 
others. Once the people submitted to the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Alleh be upon him) :~ “O Holy 
Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon you) ia 
Which is the best form of earning ?”’ The Holy Prophet 
(peaeer and blessings. of Allah be upon him) observed ; 
“Rarning with your own hands and income from ‘the 
business which is free from dishonesty and fraud”. Hadrat 
Abu Qalaba (God be merciful \to him) to observe: 
“Conduct your business in right earnest in the bazar. This 
is the way to remain attached to religion and free from all’ 
dependence upon others”. © * 


Promote your business by truthful means. Strictly avojd 
swearing falsely in the name of God. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) affirmed: “On 
the Day. of Judgement God shall neither address, nor look 
at, nor admit that man to Paradise after purging him of 
ging who endeavours to expand his business, by swearing. 
falsely in the name of God”. (Muslim). Moreover, the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)’ 
observed ; “Avoid swearing falaely in order to sell your 


. goods. Apparently it looks like promoting your business 
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but in fact it lets your business down and damages the 
goodwill of your business”. (Muslim) _ 


Be honest and truthworthy in business dealings. Do not turn 
your lawful earnings into unlawful income by. supply- 
ing defective goods or by indulging in profiteering. The 
Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
has affirmed: ‘(A truthful and honest trader will bea 


"4. 


324 


companion of the Prophets, the righteous and the martyra 
on the Day of Judgement”. (Pirmidhi) 


. Try to supply the best quality of goods to the customers. If 


& customer seeks your counsel, give. him the best possible 
advice. 


Take your customers into confidence so thet they may 


trust you as their well-wisher who will never deceive 


them. The Holy Pgophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) has observed: “He who lived on 
lawful earnings, observed my Sunnah and did not cause 
mischief to the people will be admitted to Paradise”. The 
people submitted : ‘‘O Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon you)! There is a great number of such 


‘people at the present time”. The Holy Prophet (peace. and 


blessings of Allah bo upon’ him) observed: “Such poople 
will exist even after me”. voS (Tirmidhs) 
Be punctual. Arrive at your place of business in time 
and remain there steady, The Holy Prophet of God 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) has. observed : 
“Set out in search of livelihood and lawful earnings early 


‘in the morning, for work in the moraing is auspicious and 


brings prosperity”. 


. Work hard snd demand hard and sincero work from your 


employees. Discharge your obligations towards your 
employees. with selflessness sad generosity and in a liberal 
and polite manner. Avoid scowling at them frequently or 
adopting an attitude of suspicion towards them in every 
matter. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Alleh 
be upon him) observed: “God never blesses a nation 
with piety where the weak do not get their right”. 

Bo polite and liberal fo your customers. .Never be harsh te 
those who ‘sek for Joan from you neither disappoint them,, 


nor press them unduly hard for return of your loan. _ “The 


Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Alleh be upon himy 
has affirmed : 
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“May God bless the person who observes politeness and 
courtesy in business dealings arid in demanding his money 
baok.” _ (Bukhari) 


Moreover, the Holy Prophet: {peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) observed : 

“Any person who craves for the protection of God 
against the affliction and oppression of the Day of 
Judgement should allow enough time to the hard-pressed 
debtor or relieve him of the burden of debt altogether”. 

(Muslim) 


Avoid concealing the defect of the goods and making false 
representations to the customer. You should openly declare 
the defects or inferior quality of your goods to the customer. - 
Once the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah. 
be upon him) passed by aheap of grain. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allsh'be upon:him) put his 
hend into the heap and felt that his-fingers had caught 
some dampness. The Prophet of God (peace and. blessings 
of Allah be opou him) enquired from the grain dealer, 
“What is this!’ The dealer submitted : “QO Holy 
Prophet. of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
you)! Some rain poured over this heap”. Thereupon the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
observed: “Why did.you not put the wet grain on top. of 
the heap so that people may readily notice if. The man 
who deceives people has nothing to do with me”, : 


Do not hoard foodstuffs: anticipating rise in prices. 
Strictly svoid causing distress to: the people by such 
s vicious act. The Prophet (peach and blessings of Allah 
be upon hitn) observed : "The hoardpr’ is -« sinner”. On 
another cocasion, the Holy Prophet (péace and blessings of 
Allsh be upon him) observed: ‘How wicked is the 
hoarder ! When God makes goods cheap, the hoarder is 
afflicted with sorrow, and when the prices go up, he rejoices”. 

wees (Miehkaty 
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.n_ weights and measures. Stick to one standard of give 


and take, Addressing the dealers on weights and measures, 
the Holy Prophet (peace and Dlessings of Allah be upan 
him) warned : 


“You have been charged with two duties while the 
people before you have perished only because they failed 
to fulfil these duties : 

The Holy Qur'an affirms : 
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Wailultit mutafifinal-ladhina idhaktala ‘alan-nasi 
yastdufiina wa idha kalihum auwazanithum yukhsi- 
rin’ ala yarunnu W'laika annahum mab‘ithina 
Hyaumin azim. Yauma yagumunnasu li-rabbil‘dlamin. 


“Woe unto the defrauders ; those when they take the 
measure from others they demand it ful), but if they 
moasure unto them or weigh for them they give less,- Do 
such (men) not consider that they will be raised again unto 
an awefal Day, the day when ( all) mankind stand before 
the Lord of the worlds 1” (83: 1-6) 


Do compensate for lapses of businéss: ethics and give away 
in cash and kind as much as you can in the name of God 
without fail. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings ‘of 
Allah be upon him) enjoined upon the traders : 


“0 traders and businessmen! There is every chance 
of exaggeration and lie in 1 selling your commodities. 
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Hence compensate (your faults) by spending as much a6 
you can (to help the poor and needy) (46u Dawsd) 


‘Aud never lose sight of that business which will secure 
you from the fearful tortures jn the life hereafter and psy 
you in terms of eternal prosperity, peace and pleasure. The 
Holy Qur'an affirms : 
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Ya ayyuhalladhina aGmané hal adullukum ‘ala tijaratin 
tunjikum min ‘adhabin alm, Tu’minina dillahi wa rasulihs 
wa tujahidina ft sabtlillahé bi-amudlikum wa anfusikum 
dhalikum khairullakum in kuntum ta'lamdn. 

‘ (61: 10-22) 

“© ye who believe { shall I show you # Commerce that 
will save you from & psinful doom ; ye should believe in 
Allah and His Messenger and should strive for the cause 
of Alleah with your wealth and your lives. That ia better for 
you, if ye did but know”. 


CHAPTER IV 


CALL TO RELIGION | 


oom oe ore - “- . oe bate Coe 
Ji» bwle does ail di Les “eds ol ts 
(PY ete ee) ete ow 

Wa man Ahsanu qaulam mimman da’a 1 lallahi wa amila 


Salhan Wa gala Innant minal Muslimeen. (41: 33) 


And who is better in speech than him who calleth 
towards God, and Doeth Right and sayeth. 
Lo \ I am of those who eurrender (unto Him). 


Etiquettes of . 
Communicating Islam 


1, Develop full appreciation of the position conferred upon 
you. You are thesuccessor to the mission of the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and 
you have to discharge the same duty of communicating the 
message of Allah, testiying the truth thxough your practical 
life and propagating the teachings of Islam which the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
performed al] through his holy life. Try to develop 
the same degree of zeal and fervour for the propagation of 
Islam which was the unique and distinotive characteristic 
of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him). | 

The Holy Qur'an affirms : x 
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Huwajtabakum wamd ja‘ala ‘alaikum fiddini min- 
harajin millata abtkum Tbrahima huwa sammd kumul 
muslimin. Min gablu wa fi hadha liyakunar-rasula 
shahidan ‘alaikum wa takuné shuhada’a alannas.” 


“Ffe hath chosen you and hath not put you in any 
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hardship in the-matter of faith ; follow the faith of your 
father Abraham. He hath given you the nomenclature 
of Muslim long ago and in this (Scripture) too, that the 
Prophet of Allah may testify the truth before you and 
that you may stand witness to the whole of Mankind”. 


In other words, the Muslims are the successors 
tothe mission of the Holy Prophet of God (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) and ere required, therefore, 
to discharge the same duty which the Apostle of God 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) performed 
during hie auspicious life. In the same manner as 
the final Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) struggled day and night by his words 
and action and made the way of total submission to God 
clear to the people, the adherents to Islam have also to 
preach Islam, the religion of God, to all the people of the 
world and what is more, they have to practise it in their 
every day life and testify and prove it the religion of truth 
with the same high sense of duty and missionary zeal, 


. Always keep in view your rea) position in this world 
and constantly endeavour to order yonr life accordingly, 
You are not like the other people of the world. God has 
conferred on you a distinction anda privilege. You have 
been vested with the honour of leading the affairs of the 
world, You don’t believe in extremes and are expected 
to keep yourself firm on the straight path of Allah with 
moderation. 


The Holy Qur’an affirms : _ 
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Wa. kadhalika ja‘alndkum ummatan wasatan-litakunu 
shuhada’ a ‘alanndei wa yakunar rasults ‘alaikum 
shahida. (2 : 143) 


“Thus we have appointed you a middle nation that ye 
may be witnesses against mankind and that the Meeaen- 
ger may be a witness against you”. : 

3. Seck. knowledge of the real purpose and aim of your life 
and try to achieve it with confidence and conviction. The 
real mission and task before the Muslims is to establish and 
enforce the religion as a whole which the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
communicated to the mankind—a religion which contains” 
divine guidance and injunctions in cach end every aspect 
of life such #0 beliefs and worship, morality, and social, 
economic and political spheres etc. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be ‘upon him) during his 
suspicious days enforced Islam with all its details. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
taught beliefs, principles of morality and the modes 
of worship ; he (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) established and organised a society on the principles 
of Islam and brought about countless favours and blessings 
to the people. 

God has affirmed : 
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sharata lakun minaddtni md wasea bikt Nuban walladhi 
auhaind tlaika wa ma wassaind biht Tbrahina wa Musa 
an agimud-dinu wa la tatafurragqu fih. (42 : 13) 
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“Ye hath ordained for you that religion which He 
commended unto Noah, and that which We inspire in Thee 
(Muhammad), and that which We commended unto 
Abraham and Moses and Jesus saying: Establish the 


religion and be not divided therei: 
4, Always remain determined to eliminate evil and establish 
good. This is an obligation you owe to your faith 
to justify your existence as upholders of the truth. 
Live to achieve this aim and die serving this mission. 
God has named you as the best people on earth only 
because you live to uphold the truth and sacrifice even 
‘your life for this noble cause. 
bse ee posse ee es ee ee 
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Kuntum khaira ummatin ukhrijat linndsi ta’muriina 
bilmatarifi wa lanhauna ‘anil munkari wa to'miniina 
billah. (3: 110) 

“Ye are the best Community that hath been raised 
up for mankind. Ye enjoin right conduct and forbid 
indecency and ye believe in Allah”. 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blossings of Alleah be 
upon him) has affirmed ; 


“T. swear by Him Who has power over my life, you 
must enforce virtue and curb evil, otherwise God shall send 
very soon such calamity over you that you will cry and 
seek mercy from Allah but you will get no response. 

(Tirmidat) 

5. Develop missionary zeal and exemplary fervour and enthu- 
siasm for the propagation of the message of God and to 
save the people of God from the fearful torment of Hell. 
The Holy Qur'an has acknowledged the unique fervour and 
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abounding zeal of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) in the following words : 
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Fala‘allaka bakhi'-unnafsaka ‘ald. atha-rikim in-lam. 
yo’mini bihadhal hadithi asafa, (18 : 6) 


“Yet it may be, if they believe not in this statement, 
that thou wilt torment thy soul with grief for them. 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) haa jhimaelf described his feeling in these 
words ; 


“Tam like a person who lits fire and when the sur. 
rounding area became bright with light, the moths snd 
‘insects began to drop in the fire. The person is now 
trying with all the force at his command to stop these 
moths and insects from dropping in the fire, but the moths 
and insects are rushing towards the fire rendering all hia 
efforts ineffective. Likewise, I am trying my level best to 
draw you back and keep you away from the fire, yet you 
are bent upon falling in it”. (Mishkat), 


One day Hadrat ‘A’isha (God be pleased with her) 
submitted to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) : “O Prophet of God (peace and blessings 
of Allah be rpon you) ! Have you passed a harder day than 
the day of Uhud in your life ?” The Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : “Yes, ‘A’isha! 
The day of ‘Aqabah was the hardest in my life’. This was 
the day when, dismayed with the people of Mecea, the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) had 
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visited Ta’if to convey the message of God to the people 
there. Their chief ‘Abd Yalil set ruffiana after 
the Prophet {peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) who hurled stones at him in response to hia message 
of blessing and salvation. The Prophet of God (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) sustained serious injuries. 
His whole body was stained with blood and he fainted. 
Deeply grieved and frustrated, the Holy Prophet (peace 
‘and blessings of Allah be upon him) returned to Mecca. 
When the Prophet (peace and blessingsof Allah be upon 
him) arrived at Qarn Aththadlib, he had over come his grief 
God sent the angel of calamity to the Prophet (peaco and 
blessings of Allah be upon him). The angel of torturo 
submitted :‘O Prophet of God (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon you) ! If you wish I shall collide Abu Qubais 
with Jabal Ahmar and crush all the wicked between the 
two mountains. The benefactor of the world (peace and 
blegsings of Allah be upon him) observed : ‘‘No, no, let 
me warn my people of the torments of God. May 
God open their hearts to accept the truth and concede to 
the Divine Guidance or else their succeeding generation 
may submit to the truth.” (Bukhari, Muslim). 


The Meocans. were constantly busy conspiring against 
the holy Prophet (peace and blessing of Allah be upon him). 
Some said that the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) should be exiled from the city while 
others counselled that he should be assassinated. In 
the mean time a famine struck Mecca, It was sucha 
terrible calamity that the Quraisn were constrained to 
eat leaves and bark of the trees. The children suffered from 
the terrible agony of hunger and the elder felt restless 
but helpless over the affliction of their children. 


The benefactor of the mankind (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) was deeply moved by the heart rending 
distress of the people. His devoted companions (God 
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be pleased with them) could not bear the grief and un- 
easines of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him). The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Alleh be upon him) conveyed his heartfelt sympathy 
to his deadly foes who had always been after him to 
harm and tease him. and its unhappy memories wore still 
fresh in his mind. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) sont a sum of five hundred dinars 
to Abu Sufyan and: an equal amount to Safwan with the 
instruction that the money should be distributed among 
the famine-stricken: people, 


Truly speaking, to be sorry for the misguided, to feel 
disturbed over their wickedness and distress, to be 
anxious to save them from the wrath of God, to be dis- 
tressed at their affliction and to have an extra-ordinary 
craving for their right guidance—such aro the attributes 
of a missionary of truth which create irresistible attra. 
otion in his life and an impression uncommon in history 


8. Serve your people with selfless devotion end do not ask 
for any recompense for your devotion from anybody 
Do whatever good you can only to win the favour of God 
and expect reward and blessings from Him only. The 
desire to earn the favour of God end to demand reward and 
blessings trom Him alone lends weight toa man’s word 
and makes him dynamic. God has always been and will 
remain for ever. He neither sleeps, nor dozes off. No 
move or activity of man ishidden from Him, He never 
lets the reward of any of His devotees go waste. He pays 
more than ones labour and never deprives any one of 
His blessings. The Prophets (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon them) repeatedly observed to their people : 


“I demand not any reward or recompense from you. 
My reward lies with the Lord of the worlds”, 


7, Do acquire a deep understanding of Islam and be sure that 
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Islam is the only true religion in the eyes of God. No mode 
of worship, except the one enjoined by this true religion 
has any worth before God. God holds only that religion 
as true and valid which He has revealed in the Holy 
Qur’an and which the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) translated into practice during 
his auspicious life. The Holy Qur’an enjoins upon 
the Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) to make it clear to the people that he had 
adopted his path with careful deliboration and full aware- 
ness. 
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Qul hdadhihi sabili ad‘a ilallahi ‘ala basiratin ana wa 
manittaba‘ant wa siibhanallahi wa ma and minal 
mushrikin. (12 : 108). 

“Say, this is my way. I call on Allah with sure know- 
ledge, I and whosoever followeth me—Glory be to Allah! 
and I am not of the idolators’’. 


God makes clear affirmation : 
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“And whoso seeketh as religion other than the 


aurrender (td Allah) it will not be accepted from him and 
he will be « loser in the Hereafter”, 


dn ee ye -e 


oD asc at wee il ai 


In-nad-dina ind-Allah hil Ielam. 
“The only religion unto Allah is the surrender (unto Him)”. 
(3: 19). 

8. Always keep in mind the loftiness and importance of your 
ideal and beware it is for the performance of this grand 
‘task that God hed sent Prophots (peace be upon them) 
one after another—and be convinced in your own heart 
that this wealth of religion which the Almighty has 
youchsafed to you is the key to attain excellence and_ 
honour in the world and Hereafter. The worldly pomp 
and show which is transitory and short-lived can not 
be compared with the eternal and inestimable wealth of 
Teligion ! The Holy Qur’an affirms : 

“‘And We have bestowed upon you seven oft-repeated . 
verses and a great book, the Qur’an. Hence care not for this 
mundane wéalth We have conferred on others”. Addressing 
the believers of other Revealed Books before aad the 
Holy Qur’an says: 
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Ya ahlal kitabi.lastum ‘ala ehai-in hatta tugimuitaurate 
wal-injila wa ma unzila ilaikum. (5 : 68) 
“Say: O People of the scripture! Ye have naught (of 
guidance) till ye observe the Torah and the Gospel and that 
which was revealed unto you from your Lord’. 
9. Make constant efforte tu grasp the real spirit of religion 
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and the wisdom it contains. The Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Alleh be upon him) has observed : 

“God endows, whomsoever He wishes to bless with 
goodness, with the real understanding and deep insight 
into religion”. (Bukhari, Muslim) 

Asa matter of fact, it is the real knowledge of religion and 
insight into tho spirit of religion which is the fountain-head 
of all goodness and the man who is deprived of this good- 
ness is deprived of the blessings of this world as well as of 
the world Hereafter. Such a man can never achieve balance 
and consistency in life, nor can he truly represent religion 
in any walk of life. 


Whatever you wish to proclaim to the world, address it to 
yourself first, Tell yourself first what you wish to tell others 
and perform in your own life what you preach to others. 
The distinotion of a missionary of true religion is that he 
tries to project in himself the true model of his preachings, 
His deeds and character stand testimony to his words. He 
himself yearns for the truths ho propagates. to other 
as a source of goodness. Whenever the Prophets (peace 
be upon them) rose to call the people to surrender them- 
selves before God they proclaimed gt! dsl Ul—Ana 
awwalul muslimin (I am the first to surrender before God). 


Testify by spoken as well as written word that truth 
is what you represent. Make it evident through your indi- 
viduel life, family relations, social dealings and through 
your national and political activities that piety can only 
be developed by adopting the way of life as enunciated by 
Islam. This system guarantees stability of homes, emer- 
gence of a morally oriented society and a culture and 
civilization based on justice and equity. Those who ignore 
the duty of reforming and training their own character 
and ruminate over the reformation and training of others 
are completely devoid of commonsense. Their own house is 
on. fire, yet they are carrying about buckets of water 
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looking for a blaze anywhere else to extinguish. Such people 
are losers not only in this world but in the Hereafter also. 
Their inaction in this world will render all their preachings 
ineffective and weightless and in the next world they 
shall undergo the most deterrent punishment. It is 
most hateful in the sight of Allah that they do not 
practise what they preach and tell others to do what they 
themselves do not dol. The Holy Prophet (peace and bles- 
sings of Allah be upon him) has warned such missionaries 
of Islam who do not de what they preach, of the most 
fearful punishment. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) observed : 


“A man shall be brought on the Day of Judgement 
and will be thrown into the Fire. His intestines will spill 
out due to the Fire. He will then carry around hia 
intestines as a donkey goes round the mill, On seeing him 
the denizens of hell will gather around him and enquire : 
“Q man, what. has become of you! Are you not the 
one who preached to us in tho world to perform 
virtuous . deeds? Are you not the one who dis- 
suaded us from the performance of evil acts? How did 
you come into this place despite having performed such 
pious deeds?” The msn will answer: ‘'I did teach you 
piety, but never cared for it myself. I forbade you to do 
evil, but performed evil deeds’ myself”. (Muslim, Bukhdart) 

The portentous account of the night of ascension 
which the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) related to the people contains a warning for the 
misguided to reform themselves. The Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : 


“T beheld some people in the night of ascension whose 
lips were being clipped with scissors of fire. I enquired 
from Gabriel (God be pleased with him): Who are these 


‘AsSaf’, Verses 2,3. 
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people 2” - Gabriel (God be Pleased with him) replied : 
They are the orators of your Ummah. They preached 
piety and fear of God to People, but forgot to follow these 
teachings in their personal lives’. (Mishkat) 

The illustrious Companions (God he Pleased with them) 
also used to issue stern warnings to such misguided and 
hypocritical people who did not follow what they preached. 
On one occesion, a Person said to Hadrat ‘Abdullah b. 
‘Abbas (God be pleased with him) :““Hadrat I desire to 
instruct people in piety and forbid them to commit evil 
deeds, I wish to Propagate religion among the people”, 
Hadret Abdullah enquired : “Have you acquired the proper 
qualifications for becoming a preacher ?” The person sub. 
mitted : “Yes, I believe I am capable of performing the 
task of » missionary”, Hadrat ibn ‘Abbas (God be pleased 
with him) observed; “If you do not apprehend any 
condemnation in the light of three verses of the Holy 
Qur’an, do preach Islam”. The person enquired : “Which 
three verses do you mean?’ Hadrat ibn ‘Abbas (God 
be pleased with him) answered : 

The first verse is : 
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Ata’murtinannaisa bilbirr’ wa tansauna anfusakum. 


{2 : 44) 
‘Enjoin ye righteousness upon mankind while ye your- 
selves forget to Practise it ?” . 
Ibn ‘Abbas (God be Pleased with him) then enquired : 
Do you follow this verse in your practical life fully ?” The 
man replied :-‘No”, Ibn Abbas (God be pleased with 
him) then recited the second verse : 
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Lima tagiliina md la taffaliin (61 : 2) 
“© ye who believe ! Why say ye that which ye do not ? 
Hadrat ihn ‘Abbas (God be pleased with him) then 
asked: “Are you sure you are following this verse”. 
The man replied: “No”. Hadrat ibn ‘Abbas (God bo 
pleased with him) observed: ‘The third verse is : 
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Ma uridu an ukh'ilifakum tla ma anhakum ‘anhu. 
(11 : 88) 

“J desire not to do behind your backs that which I 
ask you rot to do.” 

Tell me now, have you fully carried out the instruction 
contained in this verse. The man submitted : No”. Where- 
upon Hadrat Abdullah observed: ‘Go then and instruct 
yourself in piety first and forbid your own self from, evil”. 


Perform your prayers with full devotion keeping in 
view its rules, regulations-and conditions. In addition to 
them also‘offer supererogatory prayers. 

No one can propagate religion without establishing @ 
close communion with God. Prayer is the sure means—a 
means prescribed by God Himself—of establishing a deep 
connexion with God. God affirmed through a revelation to 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be oie him). . 
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nisfaku awingus minhu-galilan auzid ‘alathi wa rattilil 
Qura’na tartila. Inna sanulgt ‘alaika qaulan thagila, 

“O thou wrapped up in thy raiment ! Keep vigil the 
night long, save a little—a half thereof, or abate a little 
thereof, or add (a little) thereto and chant the Quran in 
measure, for We shall charge thee with a word of 
weight,” {74 ; 1—8) 

‘Charge theo with a word of weight’ implies ‘Propa- 
gation of the Religion of Truth’ and truly this 
responsibility is the most burdensome and heavy of all 
duties in the world. Jn order to be able to discharge this 
duty it is important for you to derive strength from 
prayer and establish a firm connexion with God. 


Develop a fondness for and interest in the study of the 
Holy Qur'an and recite the Book regularly, Recite the 
Qur’an slowly and with deep concentration during the 
Prayers as well as during the period other than prayers. 
When the Qur’an is recited with a interest and concen- 
tration, it becomes easy to understand and reflect upor 
the meanings of the Holy Qur’an. As soon as one starts 
eppreciating the charms of the word of Allah, his interest 
and inquisitiveness increases and he goes deeper and 
deeper in the Book of Allah. The Holy Qur'an is the 
only source of guidance and warning. It has been 
revealed to make the people ponder over ita contents 
and derive benefit from its guidance and warnings, so 
ponder over the meanings of the Holy Qur’an and learn 
wisdom from it. Recite the Qur’an with a firm deter. 
mination to mould your own self as well as your society 
as a whole according to the injunctions of the Holy Qur'an, 
Only those can establish the rule of Allah who mould 
their own thought and action according to the teachings of 
Quran. He, who forsakes Qur’an, can no longer maintain 
his’ allegiance to the faith, nor can he centribute any 
way in the struggle to establish Islamic system of life 
Readers of the Qur’an have beon advised : 
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Kitabun anzalnahu tlaika mubarakun liyaddabbaru wa 
liyatadhakkara iilul albab. 

“(This is) a Scripture that We have revealed unto thee, 
full of blessing--that they may ponder its revelations and 


that mon of understanding may reflect.” (38 : 30) 
Moreover, the readers have been instructed: ‘Read 
the Qur’an slowly with pauses.” (73: 4) 


The“Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) affirmed : 

«These hearts get rusted as the iron rusts when water 
ia poured over it.” The people submitted : “0 Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon you)! Tell us 
then what cleanses the rust of the hearts 2” The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
observed : ‘“The rust of the hearta is cleansed when ono 
remembers death frequently and secondly studies the 
Qur’an often’. (Mishkat) 
Be grateful to Allah under all circumstances. Look towards 
those who are below you in terme of material prosperity 
and social status. It will help you develop a sense of 
gratitude to Allah. 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed : 

“Look at those who are below you in in terms of material 
prosperity and social status. (You will then feel grateful 
to God). - Do not look at those who surpass you in material 
riches, lest you depreciate the bounties and blessings that 
the Lord has conferred upon you (as it may ‘foster 
ingratitude to God).” 
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14, Abstain from pleasure-seeking and luxurious living. Bea 
watchdog of truth who is always on guard and never 
drops vigil. . 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed : 

“How can I live at ease or seek pleasure in life when I 
know that Israfill stands ready with the trumpet close to 
his mouth, to sound the call for Doomsday to descend as 
soon as he receives the Command of God”. Addressing the 
Believers, God affirms in the Holy Qur’an : : 
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Wa atiddu lahum mastat‘atum min quwwatin wa min 
ribatil khaili turhibiina biht ‘aduwwallahi wa ‘aduw 
wakum wa akharina min diinihim la ‘talamiinahum. 
Allahu ya‘alamuhum wa ma tunfiqd min shai-in fi sabil- 
tllahi yuwaffa ilaikum wa antum la tuzlamin. (8 : 60) 


“Make ready for them all thou canst of {armed) 
force and of horses . tethered that thereby ye may 
dismay the enemy of Allah and your enemy; and 
others beside them whom ye know not. Allah knowoth 
them whatsoever ye spend in the way of Allah. It will be 
repaid to you in full and ye will not be wronged.” 

1, An angel of Atlah vested with the duty of rourdi g the signal 
for Deomaday, 


15. Be prepared to sacrifice everything for the sake of 
religion and if needed, be prepared even to migrate from 
your homeland. Check up yourself off and on as to what 
extent you have developed this devotion. Giving an account | 
of the emigration of Hadrat Ibrahim (peace be upon him), 
the Holy Qur’an has urged believers to be prepared to 
emigrate and offer sacrifices in the following verses : 
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Wadhkur filkitabi Ibrahim innahu kana siddiqan 
nabiyyd idh gala li-abthi yaabati lima ttabudu ma la 
yasmiau wa 1a yubsiru wa 1a yughnt ‘anka shai-a. 
Yaabati innit qad jaa’ni minal ‘ilmi ma lam ya'tika 
fattabi‘ni ahdika siratan sawiyya. Ya abati la ta‘abu- 
dushshaitan, Innashshaitana kana lirrahmani ‘asiyyd. 

Ya abati Inni akhafu an yamassa adhabum minarrah- 
mani fatakana lishshaitani waliyya. Qala araghibun anta 
*an alihati ya Ibrahim. La’illam tantahé la arjumannaka 
wahjurni maliyya, Qala salamun ‘alaika sa‘astaghfiru- © 
laka rabbi innahu kana bt hafiyya. Wa'atazilukum 
wa ma tad‘iina min dinillahi wa ada rabbt ‘asa anlla 
akiina bidi’ ai rabbi shagiyya. (19 : 41-48) 

«‘And make mention (0 Muhammad) in the scripture 
of Abraham. Lo! he was saint, a prophet. When he said 
unto his father: O my father! Why worshippest thou 
that which heareth not nor seeth, nor can in aught avail 
thee? O my father! Lo! there hath come unto me of 
knowledge that which came not unto thee. So follow me, 
and I will lead thee on a right path. O my father! Serve 
not the devil. Lo, the devil is a rebel unto the Beneficent. 0 
my father ! Lo! I fear lest a punishment from the Benefi- 
cent overtake thee so that thou become a comrade 
of the devil. He ssid: Rejectest thou my gods, 

O Abraham ! if thou cease not I shallsurcly stone thee. 
Depart from me a- long while! He said: Peace be 
unto thee! I shall ask forgiveness of my Lord for thee. Lo ! 
Ho was ever gracious unto me, I shall withdraw from you 
and that unto which ye pray beside Allah and J shall pray 
unto my Lord.: It may be that, in prayer unto my Lord, 
T shall not be unbiest.” 

Develop a burning zeal for striving in the way of God, a 
spirit of fighting with all your means and soul and. & pious 
desire to attain martyrdom in the eause of God. Truly 
speaking, ‘Jihad’ is the test of faith and the heart which 
is devoid of the epirit of Jihad is devoid of faith and right 
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guidance and may be compared to a desolate ruin in the 
wilderness. It is really a great privilegé to be able to 
reach the field of Jihad and to gain an opportunity of 
sacrificing one's life and property in the way of God. In 
case, the circumstances prevent you from availing of the 
opportunity to participate in the Jihad ; if you Jack means 
or wherewithal to prove your conviction in the field of Jihad, 
even then you may be counted among those soldiers in the 
eyes of God, who either attained martyrdom while fight- 
ing for His cause or returned from the field as the winners 
provided your heart is filled with the zeal of setting out in 
tho way of God, you are ready to sacrifice anything for the 
causo of Islam and have a burning desire to attain 
martyrdom. God always takes into account the feelings 
and sentiments which stir a man to perform. beroic 
deeds in the way of God. On his return from the 
battle of Tabuk, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) addressed his illustrious Companions 
(God be pleased with them) on the way and observed : 
“Thére are some people left behind in Medinah who 
did set out with you and traversed the valley and remain- 
ed with you throughout the battle,” The Companions 
(God be pleased with them) were astonished and submitted: 
“Did they do all this while staying behind in Medinah all 
the time!” The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) observed: ‘Yes, they did all this 
even while staying behind in Medinah all the time, for 
circumstances forced them-to stay lack, otherwige they 
would not have held themselves back of their own accord.” 


In-the Holy Qur'an, God has also praised those people 
who could not take part in Jihad, despite their burning 
zeal and were ever afterwards smitten with sorrow over 
this deprivation. 
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‘Wa la alalladhina idhd ma atauka litahmilahum 
quita 14 ajidu ma ahmilukum ‘alathéi tawallau wa 
(dyunuhum tafidu minaddam' ¢ hazanan alla yajida ma 
yunfigin, —. (9 : 92) 

“Nor unto those whom, when they came to theo 
(asking that thou shouldest mount them thou didst tell : 
T cannot find whereupon to mount you. They turned back 
with eyes flowing with tears, for sorrow that they could not 
find means to spend.”’ 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed: “The man who died without waging 
@ struggle in the way of God or had no yearning in his 
heart to wage such s struggle, has died in a state of 
hypoorisy”’. (Muslim) 

In fact anybody whose heart is devoid. of the spirit of 
fighting in the way of God and of sacrificing hia life and 
resources for the cause of the Almighty is nots true 
helioner: : 


1. 


Etiquettes of 
Preaching 


Observe perfect decorum and propriety while preaching 

and propagating Islam, Adopt such an appropriate, 

dignified, and calculated technique to communicate your 

message as to generate fervour and zeal in tho listener, 
The Holy Qur'an affirms : 
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Udo ita eabili rabbika vilkikmati walmad-i-zati- 
hasanati wa jadilhum billati hiya ahean, (16 + 125) 
“Call unto the way of thy Lord with wisdom and 
fair exhortation and reason with them in the better way”, 
This comprehensive verse of the Holy Qur’en contains 
instructions regarding three principles : 
(1) The call must be made in the most Spproptiate rianner, 
(2) The instruction and guidance must be provided in the 
best possible way. : 
(3) Discussion and reasoning should be fair aud courteous, 
Calling m @ Wise manner means"to communicate your 
message according to the situation and circumstances 
aptitude of the people, their intolléct and understanding and 
their social environments and status. Do not waste thie 
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precious treasure of knowledge and wisdom in a haphazard 
way. Address each claas, group or individual according to. 
their ability, capacity, and their mental level. Always start 
your discussion from such universal truths as are mutually 
conceded to and pave the way for mutual understanding 
and agreement. 

Arouse’ one’s best sentiments with sincerity and 
devotion. Create and develop in him an urge and desire to 
‘know the truth. Thus he will not only achieve- peace of 
mind but adopt and accept the faith as his own inner 
urge. I¢ will serve as a source of nourishment for his 
soul and a tranquilizer for his passions end . sentiments. 


* To be courteous in criticism and discussion moans 
that you should offer constructive criticism. Your criti- 
ciam should reflect your earnestness and sincerity. Your 
‘style should be so convincing and simple that the intran- 
sigence, hate, obstinacy, projudice or pride may get no inlet 
Your approach should be so rational and impressive and 
your discussion so charming and thought provoking .as to 
make the listener think over your arguments and to feel 
an irresistible -attraction towards the truth. Whenever 
you feel intransigence in attitude and reasoning, stop dis- 
cussion and take leave. 


. Propagate religion as a whole and do not‘add' to ‘or expunge 
anything from its teachings or principles of your own 
accord. The preacher of Islam has no discretion to 
project what he thinks fit and to withhold what he does 

“not think fit to project. 
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Wa-idha tutla‘alaihim ayatund bayyinatin galalladhina 
14 yarjana liqaana’ti biquranin ghairt haza au baddithu 
qul ma yakinu li an ubaddilahu min. tilgai* nafsi in 
‘attabiu ila ma yaha ilayya inni akhdfuin ‘asaitu rabbi 
‘adhaba yaumin ‘azim. Qul lau shaallahu ma talautuhu 
“‘alaikum wala adrakum bihi faqad labithtu, -fikum umran 
min gablihi afala t‘agilin. Faman azlamumimmanifiara 
‘alallahi kadhiban au kadhdhaba bi-dyatihi. Innahu la 
yufithul mujrimin: (10 : 15-17). 


“‘And when Our clear revelations are recited unto them 
-they who look not for the meeting with ussay: Bring 
lecture other than this, or change it, Say (O Muhammad) : 
It is not for me to change it of my own accord, I only 
follow that which is inspired in-me: Lo! if I disoboy my 
Lord I fear the retribution of an aweful day. Say: If Allah 
had so willed I should not have recited it to you nor would 
He have made it known to you. I dwelt among you & 
whole lifetime before it (came to me). Have ye then no 
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senso? Who doeth greater wrong then he who inventeth 
a lie concerning Allah and denieth His revelations ¢ Lo ! the 
guilty never are successful, 

However unfavourable the circumstances may be, the 
preacher must prapagate religion ia its true and whole form. 
It ia a hideous crime to introduce innovations into or to 
make alterations in the principles and teachings ordained by 
Aliah to suit the prevailing trends. The people who are 
guilty of such alterations are the losers in this world ag well 
as in the world Horeafter. Islam is a religion ordained by 
God who is All Knowing and Omniptent. His knowledge 
is eternal and there is nothing beyond His knowledge., 
He errs not, and has complete knowledge of whole of this 
universe right from beginning to the end. Whatever be the 
human conquests in the field of scienco and technology, dis« 
coveries and explanations, all are subject to the Supreme 
Will of Allah. Nobody has got any right to make any: 
addition or alteration in the Code of life ordained by Him. 
So much so that the Holy Prophet (p. b. u.h.), through 
whom this code of life has been conveyed to us, has been 
introduced to us a8 the most ideal servant of Allah who 
follows what is ordained to him in letter and spirit and 
dares not overrule His mandate. c 

Convey the message of Islam in a natural way, so that 
it may not be taken as an unnatural burden The people 
may take it as a remedy for all their ills and sufferings 
instead of feeling scared and developing hatred against it. 
You should be so polite and rational in conveying the 
message of Islam.to the people that they may feel an iresisti- 
ble attraction towards Islam. Hadrat Mu‘awiya ibn Hakam 
(God be pleased with him) states: ‘Once I was saying pray- 
ers behind tho Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
beupon him) when a man sneezed. I responded to the sneeze 
by saying i! So» in the course of the prayer. The people 
began to stare at me. Isaid : ‘May God bless you! Why 
are you staring at me? The people indicated to me by 
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gestures to keep quiet. I kept quiet. When the prayer 
was over, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him and mey my father and. mother be sacrificed 
for him, never did I see a better guide: and teacher 
before or after him) neither reproached me, nor beat me, 
nor blamed me. He only said tv. me“‘Look. This is prayer 
and it is not admissible to talk during the prayer. Prayer is 
meant to acknowledge the purity, supremacy and exalted- 
nesa of God and to recite the Holy Qur’an”’. 


. Be moderate in your writing, speech and conversation 


while coriveying the message and call of Islam so that the 
listeners may feel hopeful as well as seized with awe, 
Neither overstress the terrifying aspects of the punish- 
ment for sins, lest the people should lose all hopes of 


‘ mercy from Allah and consider salvation not only difficult 


but impossible; nor should you present such @ rosy 
and one-sided picture of the kindness and forgiveness 
of God that people become fearless and irresponsible in 
their actions and feel free to transgress the divine com: 
hiands trusting upon the Munificence and Forgiving Nature 
of the Lord. ‘ 


Hadrat ‘Ali (God be pleased with him) observed : 


‘The best scholar is he who invites the people to obey 
and submit before Allah in such.a manner that people do 
not lose hope in God ; he neither - gives them allowances to 
commit transgressions against the Law of God nor 
makes them fearless of Divine punishment.” 


Observe perseverance and constancy in missionary activi- 
ties, Continue implementing your programme with 
fortitude and high sense of responsibility. Avoid the 
habit of abandoning your programmes half-way and 
chalking out new schemes. Do little, but do it steadily. 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has observed : 


“The best deed is the one which, however little it 
may be; is done constantly and regularly”. 
6. Meet all hardships and trials that confront you while 
preaching and propagating Islam cheerfully and: with 
patience and fortitude 


The Holy Qur’an affirms : 
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asdbaka, (81: 17) 


“And enjoin kindness and forbid iniquity and perso: £ 
vere whatever may befall thee’’. 


Hardships and difficulties do come in the way of truth 
and submission to Allah, These trials and hardships 
strengthen faith in Allah and season one’s character and 
morals, This is why Allah puts those to trial who claim 
to be His servants and the trial gets harder and harder 
for those who are better seasoned in faith and devotion, 


God affirms : 
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Wolanablu woanakum bishai-im minal khaufi walju'i-wa 
nageim minalamwali wal anfusi. wassamarat -wa bash- 
abirinalladhina idha asabathum musibatun gala 
inndlillahi wa inna ilaihi raji‘an. Ulai’ka 'alaihim 
salawdtum min rabbihim wa rahmatun wa ildika humul 
muhtadin (2 : 1855-57) 


“And most certainly shall We try you by moesns of 
some fear, and hunger and loss of worldly goods, lives and 
fraits. and glad tidings to the patient who, when adverdity 
overtakes them, say: Surely Allah’s we are, and unto 
Him weare to return. It is they, upon whom there are 
blessings of their Lord and (His) mercy and it is they | alone 
who are guided aright.” 


‘Hadrat Sa‘d (God be pleased with him) submitted to 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him): ‘O Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon you)! Which peraon is put to the severest trial ?”. 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) observed: ‘The persons who aro put to the severest 
trials are firstly the Prophets of God (peace be upon them), 
then those who are nearest to the prophets in conviction and , 
devotion, and then those who are next to them in their 
faith-and submission. In fact one is - tried according to his 
conviction and devotion, Whoever is firm in his conviction 
and devotion is put toa hard test and whoever is weak in 
faith and submission is confronted with a mild trial and 
these trials continue till a man is purged of all traces of 
sin.” ( Mishkaty 

Recounting his own experience, the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed :* 
“Never was a man more persecuted in the way of Allah 
than I was and never was 8 man more threatened in the 
way “of Alleh as I was. Woe spent thirty days and thirty. 


nights in euch state that Bilal (God be pleased with him) 
and I had nothing that a living being could eat, save some 
little provisions in the smell pack which Bilal (God be 
pleased with him) kept under his arm.” (Pirmidhi)* 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) also affirmed : 

‘Any person who will make ‘an effort to be patient 
shall be granted patience by Allah. And there ia no bless. 
ing which encompasses more good than patience.” 

(Bukhari, Muslim) 

In fact, triels are essential for strengthening and 
carrying forward the movement. No movement can achieve 
Success without passing through poriods of trial, especially 
& movement which calls for a universal revolution in 
human society end plaus to raise the social structure of 

. haman life on entirely new foundations. 


Reminiscing about the days when the stone-hearted 
Meocans were perpetrating endless tortures on the Holy 
‘Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and 
his illustrious Companions (God be pleased with them), 
Hadrat Khabbab ibn al-Arat (God be pleased with him) 
related : 

“The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) was resting with a sheet placed under his sacred 
head in the shade of Bait-Allah (House of God} when woe 
reached his presence with the complaint: ‘O Prophet of 
God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon you)! Don’t 
you seek aid for us from God! Don’t you pray for an end 
to this oppression! (How long will this period of trial 
continue and when will it come to an end !). The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon. him) heard 
our complaint and observed ; There had been people before 
you who faced unprecedented trials and oppressions. Often 
one of them was made to stand ina pit, half buried in the 
ground, and his body was sliced into two parts with a saw 
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like a log of wood; yet the man refused to renounce his faith 
Their flesh was pierced through with steel combs till the 
iron nails reached the bones and tbe fibres, yet the devo- 
tees of God did not resile from truth. By God; Islam 
shall prevail and you will see (such a state of peace and 
security) that a man riding from San‘aa (the Capital of 
Yemen) to Hadramut will have nothing to fear on the 
way excopt Allah. The shepherds will only fear the 
wolves lest they should carry off their goats. But, alas, 
you show impatience.” (Bukhari) 


Hadrat Mua‘wiya (God be pleased with him) relates: 
“T have heard tho Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) observing, ‘There shall always remain 
& group among my Ummah who will defond Islam and their 
faith. Those who do not support them or oppose them 
shall never be able to destroy or eliminate them till the 
final word ftom Allah, ‘These defenders of Faith shall 
remain firm in their conviction. (Bukhari, Muslim) 


Do not show undue toleration, or shower undeserved praise 
on any one, nor sacrifice principles under any ciroum- 
stances, In affirmation of a virtue of the believers, the 
Holy Qur’an says : 
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Ashiddéu ‘alal kuffar. 
“They deal strictly with the non-believers.” 


In other words, the believers are extremely strict about 
matters of religion and principle and under no circum- 
stances do “they compromise their. principles or tolerate 
wrong-doing. They can bear anything, but cannot 
sacrifice their religion or principles. God has transmitted 
through the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) the following to the Muslims : 
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“Unto this then summon (O Muhammad). And be 
thou upright as thou art commanded, and follow not 
their lusts.” 


" Accommodation for wrong-doing, undue toleration 
and. compromise with falsehood are the weaknesses that 
dostroy one’s faith and religion. 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has observed : 


“When the tribe of Israel began to transgross the 
commands of God, their learned mon checked them, but 
they did not’ refrain from their wicked deeds. Their 
learned men instead of boycotting their society, continued 
to attend their company and ate and drank with them. 
Consequently God equated tliese pious Ulemas with the 
transgreessors and cursed them through His Prophets, 
Hadrat Dawud and Hadrat ‘Isa (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon them). God cursed the Israelites because 
they followed the path of disobedience to God and went 
too far on this way.” The reporter of this Tradition 
‘Abdullah b. Mas‘ud (God be pleased with him) relates : 
“The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) changed his reclining posture and sat erect and 
observed: No, Iewear by Him Who hath power over 
my life, you will certainly continue to enforce virtue 
and curb evil and you will hold the hand of the 
oppressor and bend the tyrant before truth. If you do 
not act as you must, you too shall assimilate with them 
‘and God shall withhold all His blessings. and guid- 
ance from you and forsake you completefy, just as He 
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deprived the Israelites of His clemency. 


To train and reform your children and to prepare them 
for the duty of establishing religion is not‘only your fore- 
most obligation, but a logical sphere of your activity. 
On the other hand, it ia unwise and ‘unnatural to ignore 
your children and get yourself busy in missionary ‘ activi- 
vities outside, It is a gross negligence and an escape 
from duty. It is as if you leave your own family writhing 
in agony of hunger and thirst during famine and go out‘ 
in segrch of the needy to distribute gtain among 
them to display your munificence. It shows that you 
are quite incapable of perceiving the suffering of hunger 
and thirst and are devoid of the sense of kinship and 
love; nor can you appreciate the wisdom that lies 
behind the act of distributing grain. The Holy Qur'an 
enjoins upon the believers : 
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“O Believers ! Save yourselves and your families from 
the fire of Hell”. 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) has elucidated the same verse as follows : 


“Fe.h one of you is guardian and is charged with 
a responsibility, and each one of you shall be held 
accountable for those who have been placed under your care. 
The ruler is a guardian and he shall be held to account for 
the affairs of his subjects. The husband is the guardian of 
his family ; the woman is the guardian of her husband's 
home and children. So each one of you is a guardian and 
charged with a responsibility and each one of you shall be 
called to account for the affairs of those who have been 
placed under your care”. ‘ (Bukhari, Muslim) 
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9, Expend some care upon reforming and cultivating’ 
your neighbours and the people living around you and 
consider this task as a part of your duty. 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) delivered a sermon one day and in the course 
of his sermon praised some Muslims and then observed : 
“Why is it so that some people do not impart religious 
knowledge to their neighbours and do not season them * 
in religion, neither do they warn them of the fearful 
consequences of their ignorance of religion, nor restrain 
them: from committing evil deeds ? And why is it so that 
some of you do not careto learn religion from their 
neighbours and do not acquire an understanding of its 
purpose and spirit, nor do they try to ascertain the fearful 
consequences of remaining ignorant of religion, By 
God! The peoplo must teach religion to their neighbours 

and inculcate an understanding of religion among them. 

“The people should guide their neighbours, give them good 
counsel and restrain them from wrong and evil. Besides, 
it is the duty of people to learn religion from their 
neighbours, acquire an understanding of religion and accept 
their counsels or else I shall punish them soon”.The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) then 
descended from the pulpit concluding his sermon. 


Those who were present there. enquired from each 
other: Against whom the Holy Prophet (peace. and 
blessings of. Allah be upon him) delivered this war- 
ning?’ The others said, “The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allab be upon him) was alluding in his 
speech to the people of the tribe of Ash’ar. These people 
are well-versed in religion, but their neighbours, who 
live in the Oasis, are ignorant yokels”. When the 
people of the tribe of Ash‘ar came to know of the sermon 
delivered by the Holy Prophet (peace: and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) they presented themselves before the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah bé upon him) 
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and submitted: “O Prophet of God (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon you)! You were. pleased to shower 
praise on some people and expressed your displeasure to- 
wards us. Kindly let us know what is wrong with us 3” 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) observed: “It. is the duty of the people to teach 
religion to their neighbours ; they ought to preach to 
thom, educate them and restrain them from wrong and 
evil. Likewise it is the duty of the people to learn 
religion from their neighbours and to accept their counsels. 
They should also cultivate an understanding of religion, 
otherwise I shall punish them soon in this world”. 
The people of the tribe of Ash’ar again submitted: “O 
Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon you) | 
Should wo inculcate the spirit of religion among otherd.}” 
The Holy Prophet (peace and. blessings of Allah be’ upon © 
him) observed: “Yes, indeed, it is your duty”,- There- 
upon the people submitted: “‘O Holy. Prophet (peace and: 
blessings of Allah be upon you) | Allow usa grace period 
of one year”, The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of | 
Allah be upon him) granted them a grace period of one 
year within which they were to teach religion to their 
neighbours and inculcate an understanding of religion 
among them. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) then recited the following verses : 
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“Those of the children of Israel who went astray were 
cursed by the tongue of David, and of Jesus son of Mary. 
That was because they rebelled and used to transgress, 
They restrained not one another from the wickedness they 
did. Verily evil was they used to do”. 


10. Respect and give duo regard to the religious boliefs and 
sentiments of the people among whom you are performing 
your pleasant duty of preaching and propagating religion, 
Do not desecrate the names of their forbears or leaders ; 
neither attack their beliefs, nor denounce their religious 
doctrines. You should preach your religion in a positive 
manner with sense and wisdom. Your criticism, 
instead of provoking the listeners, shail be earnestly aimed 
at drivitig home your preachings to them. Impassioned 
criticism and disparaging speech nover succeeds in bringing 
about the desired change in the addressce.. On the other 
hand, there is an ever present danger in this case that 
feelings of pride in ignorance and prejudice may be ignited 
in the listener and under their infuence he may pass 
impudent remarks upon God and religion and instead of 
drawing near to religion may go farther astray, 

The Holy Qur’an affirms : 
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Wa la tasubbulladhina yad‘ina min danillahi Sayasub- 
bullaha ‘adwan bighairi ‘lm. 

“(0 Believers !) Do not revile those whom they call 
besides Allah lest they should unknowingly take to revil- 
ing Allah out of enmity”. 

11. When you become a missionary for spreading the message of 
God, you should confine your activities to calling people 
towards God and nothing else. Do not call tho people of 
God towards anything other than God ; du uot issue your 
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call in the name of & country, people, race, or language ; 
nor call them on behalf of a party. The objective of the 
believer is to obey the Will of God. Call people towards total 
submission to God and cultivate an assurance among them, 
that the slave’s duty is to worship his Creator and Master, 
be it in the sphere of his individual or family life, or in 
social and political affairs. The slave should obey in all 
spheres of his life the order of his Lord and Creator and 
submit to His Law with sincerety and devotion. A Muslim 
can have no objective before him other than this, He 
should, therefore call others also to achieve this 
objective. Whenever the believer should dare turn his 
back upon the Commands of God and set up anything else 
than obedience to the Willof Allah as his objective, he 
shall be condemned and rejected in both the worlds. 
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Wa man ahsanu gqaulan mimman da’d ilallahi wa 
‘amila salihan wa gala innani minal muslimin. 

“Who is better in speech than he who calls people 
towards God, acts righteously and says ‘lam surely of 
those who submit’. 


Etiquettes of 
Discipline and 
Organization 


1, Form s strong organization for propagating religion and 
make a concentrated and collective struggle ‘to establish 
Islamic Order. 
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wal takun minkum ummatun yad‘ina ilalkhairi wa 
ya‘muriina bil ma‘rafi wa yanhauna ‘anil munkar. 


“And there must exist at least a group among you 
which should call people towards goodness enjoining 
good and prohibiting wrong and evil. 

“Al-Khair” denotes all that is naturally good and 
which has alwaya been regarded as good by human naturo 
and which has been attested as good by the revealed 
Books. A comprehensive and systematic form of all that is 
good and virtuous is the religion of God which the 
Apostles (peace be upon them) have been transmitting to 
the world in every successive epoch and whose fnal, 
complete, authentic and fully preserved form is the Quran 
and Sunnah which the Holy Prophet Muhammad (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) bequeathed ‘to the 
Ummah. To call people towards this good and to enrich 
the world with virtue it is imperative that Muslims ghould 
form a party and perform this duty in an organized 
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manner. They should forge strong and well-kint front and 
launch a well-organized and concentrated atruggle to 
eliminate the wrong. and evil from every aphere of life. 
Allah describes this unity and strength of the Muslims with 
Sppreciation “and praise aud lauds their collective and 

concentrated struggle. 
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Verily God loves those who fight in His cause arrayed 
in ranke as though they were structure cemented with 
molten lead. 

Stressing the importance of collective struggle and 
advising Muslims to live as an organized body, the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed: 


‘Three men who live ina jungle are forbidden to live 
together save they choose one from among themselves 
as their Amir (chief)”. , (Muntaga) 

Further the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) observed: 

“The person who wishes to secure a dwelling place in 
the centre of Paradise ought to, remain firmly attached to 
the “‘Al-Jama’at”’ for the devil haunts « aingle person, but 
if two persons join together, the devil runs away as 
far as possible. 

“Al-Jeme’at” implies & well-organized society of 
Muslims which is governed by the rule of Sharish ‘under 
ualia Osliph nd the Muslims as a whole agree: and . 
soneeds to fils bushorityhdJendership. In anch a elfuation 
‘there is no fuwtifieation, whuteoever, for any Maslin to keap 
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’ himgelf away and sloof from such a society. In case 
such a society and such an organization does not exist 
make anall out concentrated ang collective efforts to 
bring about such a society which is called Al-Jama’at 
in Islamic terminology. 


2. Make Islam the foundation of your unity and organizé- 
tion as the distinguishing feature of an Islamic organisa- 
tion is nothing but total submission to Allah. Any 
organisation , unity or alliance based on any thing other 
than total cubmiesion to Allah shall not be termed aa 
Islemic, ag it is not based on the foundation of Islam. 
The real base of brotherhood and bond of unity is Islam 
and Islam only. Anything other than Islam cannot 
coment relations of brotherhood and unison. It will rather 
disperse and disintegrate the people and instead of forming 
@ powerful and well-knit unit and organization with 
singularty of purpose and procedure, they will be divided 
into several sects and factions. 


If you form a» party, the only objective before you 
should be to establish the rule of God and all your 
struggle and efforts should be devoted to achieve this goal 
only. 
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Wa'atasima bihablillahi jami‘ane wala  tafarragi 
wadhkuri n‘imatallahi ‘alaikum idh kuntum a‘ada'an 
fa-allafa baina qulubikum —fa-asbahium bin‘imatiht 
ikhwand. (3 : 103) 


The Holy Qur'an sffirms: 
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«And hold fast all of you together to this rope of Allah 
and do not separate. And remember Allah’s favour unto 
you how ye were enemies and He made friendship between 
your hearts so that ye became as brothers by His grace 

‘The rope of God, means Islam, the ‘Religion of 
God’. According to the Holy Qur’an, it is Islam which 
forms the basis of the unity and organisation for 
Muslims. Anything else will only divide them into a 
number of factions instead of uniting and unifying them. 

. Love those working for the cause of Islam from tbe core of 
your heart and consider this connexion 2s the most impor 
tant and the most inestimable of all connexions. 


Describing the characteristics of the believers, the 
Holy Qnr’an affirms: 
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aba‘ahum au abna'ahum au ikhwanahum au ashiratahum, 
(58 : 22). 


“Then will not find folk who believe in Allah and the 
Last Day loving those who oppose Allah and His Mossenger 
even though they be their fathers or their sons or their 
brothers or their ¢lan. 


. Extend support and good counsel to your colleagues in the 
party and keep alive the spirit of mutual guidance and 
advice in your party life, for this is the real key to success. 
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Wal'asri innal insana lafi khusrin illalladhin aman wa 
‘amilussdlihati wate wasau bil haggi wa tawdsaubiseabr, 

By the timo, surely man is everin a state of loss 
except those who believe and do righteous deeds and 
exhort one another to preach Truth and exhort one another 
to be steadfast. 

. Observe party discipline with full care, and do not 
consider it only a means of strengthening your party, but 
deom it as a religious duty. 


God affirms: 
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Innamal mo'minunal-ladhina dmanit billahi wa rastliht 
wa idhd kanu ma‘ahu ‘ala amrin jami-in lam yadh-habu 
hatta yasta'-dhinthu. Innalladhina yasta'dhinu-naka 
uldikalladhina yo'miniina billahi wa rasilihi. (24 : 62) 


“They only are true believers who believe in Allah and 
His Messenger and when they are with him on’ some 
common errand go not away until they have asked leave of 
him. Lo! those who ask leave of thee, those are they who 
believe in Allah and His Messenger”. 
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Party discipline and loyalty and devotion to the 
leader ig not only legal point,. but an important 
issue of Shar iah, The Holy Qur'an has affirmed the true 
faith of those who are loyal to party discipline and in no 
case abandon their party duty without leave of their 


leader. 


. Extend sincere co-operation in all the good works that 


are being carried out by the party and exert yourself to the 
maximum «in this effort. Do not stain the purity of 
your moral character by entertaining any evil sentiments 
such as selfishness, or personal motives end.self-glorifi- 
eation. 

The Holy Qur'an endoitis upon the believers: 
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Wata'dwant ‘alalbiryi wattaqua. 
’ “And co-operate with each other in good works of 
piety and God-fearing”’. 


Maintain cordial relations with your colleagues. If at times 
a difference of opinion arises, resolve the dispute at once 
and keep your heart clear of any feelings of grudge. 
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Fattaqullaha wa-aslihu dhata bainikum. 


“So fear God and maintain cordial relations among 
yourselves’’. 


. Obey the Amir of the Islamic Party with all sincerety 


and in good spirit and remain loyal and devoted to him. 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has observed: 
“Tt is the duty of the Muslims to listen to and obey 
the order of their leader, regardless of the consideration 
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whether such an order is agreeable or disagreeable to them, 
provided such an order does not constitute a transgression 
of God's law. In case such an order is issued as is repug- 
nant to God’s law, it should not’ he listened to, nor 
obeyed. (Bukhari Muslim) 
Hadrat Tamim Dari reports that the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed: 
“Religion means devotion and loyalty’. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
repeated this observation three times. Thereupon we 
submitted: “‘Devotion and loyalty to whom ?” The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessingsof Aliah be upon him) obser- 
ved: “Devotion and loyalty to God, His Messenger, His 
Book, the leaders of Muslims and the mass of Muslims.” 
(Muslim) 


Avoid party chauvinism, bigotry and factionalism. Co- 
operate with everyone with an open heart and in good 
cheer, Esteem those who are working for the canse of 
religion. Deal with them in good faith and sincerity and 
consider them as your colleagues and comrades. All those 
who work for the cause of religion are in reality supporters 
and helpers of one another. The goal of everyone of them 
is the glory of religion and ail of them wish to servo 
religion according to their lights. It is auspicious 
and fruitful to point out each other's faulta in a 
spirit of friendship and understanding and to focus 
attention on correct mode of thought ad action. On the 
other hand, it is below the dignity and office of the 
preachers of religion to indulge in such despicable conduct 
as hatred, friction, envy, grudge, confrontation and 
hostile propaganda against each other. The charactor of 
the preachers must be clear of all these blemishes who 
sincerely and truly wish to expond their energies and 
talents in the way of God and to render some service to 
the cause of Islam during their lifetime. 


Etiquettes of 
Leadership 


1, To jead and guide the Islamic party choose a person 
who excels others in piety and fear of God. Heritage nor 
wealth is the basis of leadership or eminence in Islam. 
The best person in Tslam is he who foars God most. 

The Holy Qur’an affirms : 
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inna akramakum ‘indallahi atqgakum. (49 :18) 

“© mankind! Lo! we have created you male and 
female, and have made you nations and tribes so that ye 
may know one another. Lo! the noblest of you in the sight 
of Allah, is the best in conduct.” 

2. Regard the election of a leader as a sacred duty and use 
your vote as a trust from God only. in favour of person 
who in your viow is best qualified to diacharge the onerous 
responsibility of leadership. 


God affirms : 
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3. 
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Innallaha ya'murukum an tuaddal amanati tla ahliha. 

, (4 : 58), 

“Lo! Allah Commandeth you that. you restore 
deposits to their owners.” 

This is a precise principle which encompasses all kinds 
of trusts, In the context of this Chapter ‘trusts 
denote the responsibilities of an Islamic Party #.e. 
the duty of leadership should be vested by open choice in 
such a person who is the best qualified among you to dis- 
charge the onerous responsibility of leadership. To cast 
your vote in this case in a partisan spirit or to show 
undue favour or to act under the influence of - other 
extraneous factors is a breach of trust. The character of 
a believer must be free from the taint of breach of trust. 


If you are to lead an Islamic Party, you should 
be ‘fully conscious of your responsibilities and should 
discharge your duty with complete honesty, diligence, 
sense of responsibility and energy. 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed : 

“God shall ban the entry of that person into Para- 
dise who is entrusted tho duty of administering the 
affairs of Muslim society and he betrays their trust”. 

(Bukhari, Muslim) 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings ef Allah be upon 
him) also observed : 


“The person who accepts the charge of administering 
the affairs of Muslims and then does not serve their 
interests and does not tiro himself out in their service to 
the same extent that he tires himself out to fulfil his 
own personal needs, God shall throw such a man headlong 
into the fire of Hell’. (Pabrani) 


. Treat your subordinates with tenderness, affection, 


fairness and large-heartedness so that they may co-operate 
with you willingly and God may grant your Party the 
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favour of rendering some service to Islam. Describ- 
ing the virtues of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him), the Holy Qur’an Bays: 
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Fabima rahmatim minallahi linta lahum wa lau kunta 
fazzan ghalizal galbi lanfaddu min haulik. (3 : 189). 


, “Tt was by the mercy of Allah that thou wast lenient 
with them (0, Muhammad), for if thou hadst been stern 
‘and fierce of heart they would have dispersed from 
round about thee,” 

“Moreover, God has urged the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) : 
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Wakhfid janahaka limanittab‘aka minal mo‘minin. 
(26 ; 218), 

“And lower thy wing (in tenderness) unto those 

believers who follow thee.” 

In the course of a spesch, Hadrat ‘Umar b. Khattab 
(God be pleased with him) remarked : 

“0 people ! You owe us @ duty to support us sincerely 
in our absence and assist us in performing deeds of 
piety.” Furthermore he observed : 

“Officers of the Government ! No tenderness is greater 
before God ang more profitable than the tenderness and 
leniency shown by the head of the executive, Similarly, 
no leck of wisdom and ineptness is more damaging,” 
dangerous and despicable than the indiscretion, whimsical 
nature and haphazard actions of the executive head. 
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&. Realize the importance of your colleagues. Respect 


6 


their sentiments and pay due regard to their needs. ‘Treat 
them in such a fraternal way that they should look 
upon you ag their greatest well-wisher, 

Hedrat Malik ibn Huwarith relates: “Once some of us 
young men who were of the same age group went to atay 


* with the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 


upon him) and lived in his auspicious company for twenty 
days, The Holy Apostle of God (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) was no doubt extremely kind and 
tender-hearted. When the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) felt that we were homesick, 
he (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) enquired 
from us: ‘What relations have you left: behind at home?” 
We submitted details, whereupon the Holy’ Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be npon him) advised us: “You 
should now return home and live with them and teach 
them what you have learnt and propagate good deeda 
among them. Tell them the exact hours of prayers and 
when the time of prayer epprosches, one of you should 
announce the call and he who excels all others in learning 
and character among you should lead the prayers.” 
Appreciate the worth and importance of your colleagues 
and considering them your real assest, take pains to train 
them in right earnest. Do not underrate them as poor 
and destitute nor covet those upon whom God has 
bestowed worldly pomp, grandeur and wealth. 
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bilghadat wal-ashiyyi yuriduna wajhahi wala tady 

‘aindka ‘anhum turidu zinatal-haytiddunya. (18 ; 29), 
“Restrain thyself along with those who ery unto 

their Lord at morn and evening, seeking His countenance 


snd let not thine eyes overlook them desiring the Pomp of 
the life of the world.” 


In fact the people who - have devoted their 
lives and resources to the propagation and Preaching of 
Teligion are the veritable asset of a religious Party, 
The duty of the party leader is to reslise the value of these 
people and concentrate all his attention on their education 
nd training. ; 


+ Settle and execute all Pérty matters in consultation with 


your colleagues. Tey to develop their interest in the party 
and.consolidate their support for the activities of the 
Party. God, in praise of the believers, also affirms that 
they settle their affairs by mutual consultation, 
Ose Ow § Os OPFOR 
Ke ret EAP otis 
Wa amruhum shard bainahum. 


“And their sffairs are (settled) by mutual consulta- 
tion.” 


God has‘ urged the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allak be upon him) to consult his companions in matters 
of special importance. 
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Wa shawirhum fil-amr. 
“And consult them in (important) matters,” : 
Display generosity and selflessness in party matters, Do 
not seek to advance your own or your family’s interest 


in any party matter. On the other hand, show a liberal 
apd unselfish conduct so thet your colleagues may 
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always be prepared to make all sacrifices with 4 willing 
heart and may not feel disillusioned with the party or 
sever their connection with it or may not be moved to act 
with selfish and interested motives. Hadrat Abu Bakr (God 
be pleased with him) once observed to Hadrat ‘Umer (God 
be pleased with him) : 


*O son of Khattab | I have chosen you and appointed 
you over Muslims so that you may deal with them with 
kindness. You have been a Companion of the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). You 
know how the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) used to prefer our interest to his own 
interest end that of our family to his family, so much 
so that we often returned as & gift to the Prophet's family 
whatever we received from him in excess of our needs and 
requirements. 

(Kitab al-Khavraj) 
Always avoid partiality and nepotism and never show 
undue regard and toleration. Hadrat Yasid b. Sufyan 
(God be pleased with him) relates: “When Hadrat Abu 
Bakr (God be pleased with him) appointed me chief 
of the army and sent me towards Syria, he gave me the 
following instructions : 


*O Yazid! You have some kinsmen and relations. 
It is possible that you may feel tempted to prefer them to 
others for appointment to offices of trust. This is what 
1 fear most about you. : 


The Holy Prophet {peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed: ‘‘God will accept no compensation 
or consideration from @ person who is responsible for the 
affaire of the Muslims snd appoints s man to an office of 
authority over Muslims merely on the basis of kinship or. 
friendship, eo much so that God shall. consign the guilty . 
person to Hell’. (Kitab al-Kharaj) 
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10. Maintain strict party discipline as far as is possible and 
do not show weakness or leniency in matters of discipline, 


God affirms : 
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shi‘ta minhum wastaghfir lahumullah, (24 : 62) 
“So, if they ask thy leave for some affair of theirs, 

give leave to whom thou wilt of them, and ask for them 
forgiveness of Allah.” 
In other words, when the members of the party assemble : 
to attend to some party business and later some members 
begin to seek. permission to leave on account of their 
“personal needs or disabilities, it behoves the leader of the 
party to accept the requests of those people only whose 
personal needs are really more pressing than the matters 
confronting them in the meoting or of those whose 
disabilities justify their leave by canonical law and, there 
fore, must be considered and conceded’ 


CHAPTER V 


SENSE OF DEVOTION 


_ The Holy Prophet. (peace and blessings of 
Allah be’ upon him) observed that God has 
affirmed as follow : 


“My creatures! Each one of you is 
misguided, save the one whom I guide. 
So seek guidance only from Me so that 
I may instruct you. My people! Each 

~ one of you is famished, save the éne whom 
I feed. So apply to Me only for’ subsis- 
tence, so that I may grant you livelihood. 
My slaves! Fach one of you is naked, 
save the one whom I dress with ap 
apparel, so besceh clothing from Me so 
that I may dress you with garments. My 
bondmen ! You commit sins day and night 
and I can forgive all sins. So seek for- 
giveness from Me so that I may forgive 

you your sins, 
(Sahih Muslim) 


Etiquettes of 
Repentance 


1. Never lose hope of acceptance by God of your repentance 
and petition for forgiveness. Whatever the magnitude of 
your sins, purify your soul by offering repentance and be 
hopeful of God’s mercy. Despair is the characteristio of 
unbelievers. It is the distinctive trait of the believers 
that they repent the most and under no circumstances do 
they lose hope of God’s clemency. It is disastrous to 
succumb to dismay and lose hope of Allah’s Mercy and 
clemency considering tho magnitude of sins. The most 
outstanding quality of the favourites of Allah is that 
they do not stick to the wrong and guilt but admit their 
fault cloarly and unconditionally, They are never supposed 
to be above faults and omissions, but when thoy commit 
any fault and realise the wrong done, they do all within 
their means to beg forgiveness from Allah and to purify 
themselves of that fault and misdeed. 
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fo'ali wahum y‘alaman. ‘ (3 : 135) 
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“‘And those who when they do an evil thing or wrong 
themselves remember Allah and implore forgiveness for 
their sins—who forgiveth sins save Allah only {—and will 
not knowingly repeat (the wrong) they did.” 

And God affirms in another verse : 
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Innalladhina-t-tagau idhd massahum tdifum minasheh- 
aitdni tazakkard fa-idha-hum mubsiran. (7 ; 201) 


“Lot those who ward off (evil) when s glamour from 
the evil troubleth them thoy do but remember (Allah’s 
guidance) and behold them seers”. _ 


And the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) observed : 


“All human beings without exception are sinful, but 

the best sinners sre those who repent the moat’, 

(Tirmidhi) 

In the Holy Qur'an, God has mentioned it as 8 distinct 

virtue of the believers that they offer penances before. God 

at dawn and repent and seck His Forgiveness and God has 

urged the believers that they should rest_assured: that God 

* shall cover their sins with His Forgiveness and Clemency, 

for He is All-Forgiving and the Most Affectionate towards 
His creatures. 
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Wastaghfira rabbakum thumma ibd ilaihé inna rabbi 
rohimun wadud, (11 : 99). 


“Ask pardon of your Lord and then turn unto Him 
frepentant). Lo | my Lord is Merciful, Loving. 


2. Always be hopeful of God’s Blessings and rest assured that 
however great your sins may be, God’s Munificence is wider 
and all-encompsssing, When a Person who has committed 
& greater volume«of sina than the surf of the sea feels 
ashamed and offers sincere penance. before God, He 
‘listens to his entreaties and grants him refuge under His 
Meroy: 
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Ya sbadi-yalladhina asrafii ‘ala anfusthim la tagnati 
min rahmatillah. Innallaha yaghfirudhdhuniiba jamiya, 
Innahu huwal ghafarrahim, Wa anibii tla rabbikum wa 
aslima lahu min qabli an ya'tiyakum-ul ‘adhabu thumma 
latunsariin, (39 : 83, 54), 


O My slaves who have been prodigal to their own heartt 
Despair not of the Mercy of Allah who forgiveth all sins. 
Lo! He is’ the Forgiving the Merciful. Turn unto Him 
repentant ; and surrender unto Him before there come unto 
you the doom, when ye cannot be helped”’. 


3. Whenever you feel shame and remorse and at 


whatever stege of your life, consider this feeling and 
realisation a special favour of God and be sure that the 
doors are always open for repentance, God sccepts 
repentance of His slaves as long a8 they are alive. 
However, when they are at the threshold of death 
and are about to pass over to the next world, the 
time for offering repentance expires. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : 
“God accepts the repentance of His slave, but only 
before the slave has breathed his last”. (Tirmidht) 
The brothers of Hadrat Yusuf (peace be upon him) 
pushed him into a dark well and felt sure that he was dead. 
In other words, they stood guiltysof the murder of & 
Prophet. They soaked Yueuf’s shirt in blood and 
presented it as a positive evidence of Yusuf’s death to 
thoir father Hadrat Ya‘qub (peace be upon him), They 
assured him that a wolf had devoured Hadrat Yusuf (peace 
be upon him)——Many years after the commission of this 
grave offence when the sense of guilt prevailed upon them, 
they went to their father remorsefully and requested 
him: ‘Dear father, pray to God on our behalf and inter- 
cede with Him to grant us forgiveness”. The Messenger of 
God Hadrat Ya‘qub (peace be upon him) did not disappoint 
hia sons by confronting them with the question: ‘Your 
offence is grave. Many years have elapsed since you 
committed this heinous crime, why ask for forgiveness 
now’? Instead he undertook to offer a prayer to God 
that He should grant them salvation and assured them 
that God would certainly forgive them, for God is the 
Most-Forbearing and Most Compassionate. 
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“They said.. O our father! Ask forgivenees of our 
sing for us, for Lo | we are sinful,” 
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Qala saufa astaghfiru lakum rabbi innahu hu-walghafar- 
urrahim, {12 : 98) 


“He said: Ishall ask forgiveness for you of my 
Lord, Lo! He is the Forgiving, the Merciful.” 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah ‘be 
upon him) told a strange tale to his Companions (God be 
Pleased with them) with a view to save them from fall. 
ing preyto dismay. ‘The tale contains the moral 
that whenever at any stage of his life a believer feels 
ashamed of his misdeods and he sincerely entroate God 
to forgive him. God shall bestow upomhim salvation and . 
He shall never refuse him His favour. 


The ‘Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed: ‘There. was a man in ancient days 
who had committed ninety-nine murders. He enquired 
from people: “Who is the greatest scholar of the 
time ?” Tho people gave him the name of a God-fearing 
monk. The man approached the monk and said. “Res. 
pected Sir, I am guilty of ninety-nine murders, Can my 
Yepentance and petition for forgiveness be accepted %” 
The monk replied: “No, you stand no chances for for- 
givenoss.”” In utter dismay the man killed the monk too, 
Now he had completed a century of murders, He again 
went round asking the people as to who was tho greatest 
Teligious scholar on the earth, The people gave him the 
name of another monk, Ihe man spproached the monk 


to offer repentance. He related his problem in detail and 
enquired from him: Sir, I have committed a hundred 
murders. ‘Tell me. can my repentance be accepted? Is 
there any scope for my salvation?” The monk replied: 
“Why not? Nothing stands in the way of acceptance of 
your repentance. Go to such and such country. You will 
find a few venerable slaves of God engaged in prayers and 
devotions to Him, Join them and devote yourself to the 
worship of God and hever return to your homeland, as this 
place is no more virtually suitable for you (In other words, 
it is impossible for you to remain firm upon your 
vow of repentance and to strive to reform yourself 
while living in this place.)” The man set out according 
to the directions of the monk. He had hardly covered 
half the distance when death overtook him. Now the 
angels of grace and the angels of torment fell into o 
dispute. The angels of grace argued, “This man repented 
of his ains and went a long way to offer submission to 
God.” The angels of torment countered: “No, he has 
not yet performed a single act of virtue-——thus the 
argumentation between the angele went on. In the 
meantime an angel appeared in the shape of a human 
being. The angels requested him to settle their dispute. 
He gaye his verdict : ‘Measure the distanag on both 
sides and determine which side is nearer ; the place from 
where he set out or the place where was he going’. 
When the angels measured the distance on both the 
sides, it came out that the destination was nearer as 
compared to the distance he had so far covered. Thus 
Allah had in fact forgiven him. (Bukhari, Muslim) 


Confess your sins only before God ; beseech Him only 
for forgiveness ; express your sense of humility, helpless- 
ness and guilt only before Him. Hamility and prostra- 
tion is s tribute which man should pay cnly to God.. The 
yafortunate one, who pays this tribute of humility and 


prostration to other human beings who are as helpless and 
humble before God as he himself, becomes insolvent and is 
left with nothing to pay as tribute to God. Such a man 
is condemned to disgrace and ignominy. He goes to 
everybody in search of honour and respect but he gets none. 


God affirms : 
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Wa rabbukal ghafaru dhurrahmah lau yudkhidhu-hum 
bima kasabu la‘ajjala lahumul adhdba bal-lahum 
mautidun lan yajidu min dunthi mau‘ild. {18 : 58) 

“Thy Lord is the Forgiver, Full of Mercy. If He took 
them to task now for what they earn, He would 
hasten on the doom for them ; but there is an appointed 
term from which they will find no escape.” 


The Quran’ affirms : 
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Wa-huwalladhi yaqbaluttabata ‘an ibadiht waya'fa 
anissayyi-ati wa ya'alamu ma. taf‘alin. (42 : 28) 
“And He it ie Who accepts the repentance from His 


bondmen, and pardoneth the evil deeds and knoweth what 
ye do.” 


390 


In fact, one must himself be convinced that there is 
only one way to salvation and whoever is denied that 
approach, is condemned to ignominy and destitution for 
ever, The befitting attitude of mind in a believer is that 
whatever the degree of his offence he should only 
offer penitence to God and shed tears of shame only 
before Him, There is none except Allah Who only haa 
the authority to grant pardon. So much so that 
even if someone tries to propitiate the Prophet excluding 
Allah, he will be deprived of favour before Allah. and will 
be discarded outright. The Prophet of Allah is also a slave 
of God soliciting His favoureand mercy. The Prophet 
has been appointd to the exalted office by virtue of his 
surpassing humility among the creatures of God ‘and he 
makes greater ponances to God in comparison with : 
others. 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed : 


“O people! Sock forgiveness of God for your sins 
and return to Him. Look at me. I offer prayers to God 
for salvation hundreds of times in a day,” (Muslim) 


Concerning the hypocrites. God affirms : 
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Yahlifina lakum litardau ‘anhum fa-in tardau ‘anhum 
fainnallaha 14 yardd ‘anil qaumil fasigin, (9 : 96) 


“They swear unto you, that ye may gecept them, 
Though ye accept them. Allah verily acceptoth not wrong- 
_ doing folk.” 
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The terrible episode of Hadrat Ka‘ab b. Malik (God 
be pleased with him) as related in the Holy Qur’an gives 
usa lesson that man should suffer hardships and endure 
all trials, but he should never think of abandoning sub- 
mission to God. The trials that come in, the way of, 
Islam and the maximum pain and suffering he has to 
bear in the way of Allah are means to purify and 
illumine the life of man and to elevate his rank, This 
humiliation is the sure means of securing eternal prestige 
and he who abandons submission to Allah and seeks 
dignity elsewhere shall find it nowhere. Such a man will 
meet with disgrace everywhere and no eye on earth 
or in the sky shall regard him with respoct. 
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Wa ‘alaththalathatil-ladhina khullifa hatta idha dagat 
‘alaihimul ardu bima rahubat wa daqat ‘alaihim 
anfusuhum wa zannu an la malja’ minallahi illa ilath. 
Thumma taba'alaihim liyatibu Innallaha huwattawwab- 
urrahim. {9 : 118) 

“And to the three also” (did he turn in mercy) who’ 
were left behind, when the earth, vast as it is was 
atraitened for them and their own souls were straitened for 
them till they bethought them that there is no refuge from 
Allah eave towards Him. Thon turned He unto themin 
mercy that they (too) might turn (repentant unto Him). 
Lo ! Allah | He is the oe the Merciful”, 


The. three referred to above are Hadrat Ka‘ab b. 
Malik, Hadrat Murarah ibn Rabi‘ and Hadrat Hilal b. 
Umayya (God be pleased with them). The example of their 
penitence serves as a beacon light for the believers as long 
as the world exists. Hadrat Ka‘ab b. Malik (God be pleased 
with him) who had lost his eyesight in old age and used 
to walk with the help of his son, had himself related 
the instructive episode of his exemplary penitence to his son 
which has been preserved in the Books of Tradition, 

When the preparations were being made for the battle 
of Tabuk and the Holy Prophet (peace and Dlessings of 
Allah be upon him) used to call'upon the People to join 
the war I regularly attended all his meetings. Whenever 
T heard him speak, I made a resolve that I would join the 
war, However, on returning home I relapsed into laziness. 
I thought there was plenty of time yet and I had all the 
provisions of the journey. “Moreover, I was in good health 
and could afford the beat mount. There was nothing that 
could delay me in joining the battle. In this mood, I 
continued to postpone my departure until all holy 
warriors had reached the field of battle and I lingered on 
in Medinah entrapped in indecision and lethargy. 


Soon the reports began to pour in that the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) was 
returning and one day I heard that he had arrived in 
Medinsh- and was staying as usual in the mosque. So I’ 
went to the mosque, On arrival I found that the hypocrites 
were trying to convince the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) of the genuineness of 
their excuses on oaths. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) heard their insincere 
speeches and indicated his acceptance of their lame 
exouses by observing ‘May God forgive you’. 


” When my turn came, the Holy Prophet. (peace and. 
blessings of Allah be upon him) enquired: ‘Say, what 


Prevented you from coming {’ I saw that his.smile had a 
trace of annoyance, so I spoke the truth. ‘“Q Messenger 
of God (peace and blessings of Allah-be upon you)! As 
it happened I had no excuse. I was healthy and Prosperous 
and possessed the mount. It was-my lethargy and negli- 
gence which deprived me of this privilege”. 


On hearing me speak the truth, the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : 
“Well, then, go and wait the verdict from Allah”. I got 
up and went among the people of my tribe. The people 
of my tribe railed at me and said: ‘Why did you not 
offer some plausible excuse. You have always been in the 
forefront in the service of Islam”. However, when I found 
that two other friends of mine had also told the truth, I 
felt at ease and determined to hold firmly to the truth. 


Afterwards, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) issued general proclamation that 
no oneshould spesk to us. As soon as this proclamation 
was issued forth, the attitudes in Medinah auddenly 
changed for mé. I became a helpless stranger among 
my own kith and kin. Noonein the society exchanged 
greetings or entered into a conversation with me. 
One day, I felt extremely depressed and went to a 
childhood friend and cousin Abu Qatada (God be pleased 
with him). Toffered him salam, but he did not recip. 
rocate. I, then, said: “Abu Qatada! I ask you in 
the name of God, tell me, am I wanting in love for God 
and His Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him)” Qateda (God be pleased with him) remained 
silent. I repeated my question, but he made no answer, 
When T asked him in the name of God for the third time, 
he ssid : “God and His Messenger ‘(peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) know better”. My heart overflowed 
vith @ surge of emotion and I burst into teara and 
returned-heme with the burden of my grief enhanced. It was 
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during those daya that s Syrian trader in the bazar 
delivered to me a letter fromthe monarch of Ghassan’, 
The Christian monarch had written: “It haa come to 
our knowledge that your chief is aubjecting you to 
extreme. repression. You sre not a lowly person. We 
know the worth of a man like you. Come to us. We shall 
treat you as befits your status and rank”. As soon as I 
read the letter, my tongue uttered: “Here, is another 
calamity that has befallen me”. And I threw the letter 
into the hearth. 

Forty days had passed in this state when a courier 
of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) delivered his command that I should separate from 
my wife also, Ienquired: ‘Shall I divorce her’? The 
anawer came: “No, just live separately from. her’. 
T despatched my wife to the home of her parents and told 
her: “Now, wait forthe verdict from God”. 


On the fiftieth day after dawn prayers, I was sitting 
on the roof of my house highly dejected, stricken 
with extreme grief and considering life as no longer bearable, 
when suddenly someone shouted to me: ‘Ka‘ab | Congratula- 
tions’, On hearing this, I understood that the hour of my 
deliverance had come and fell in prostration to my God. 
Later people rushed towards me, They came in crowds 
and congratulated me. I rose and went straight-to the 
presence of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him). I saw his august face glowing with 
happiness. When I moved forward and greeted him, the 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
observed: ‘K‘a’ab ! Congratulations | This is the happiest 
day of your life’. I submitted: ‘Prophet of God (peace 
‘and blessings of Allah be upon. you), is this clemency a 
fayour from you or from God t'’ . The Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed: ‘‘This 
is a favour from God” and then recited the. verses. of Surah 
Taubah (9). 


5. Do not delay in offering repentance. Nobody knows when 
his life will end, and the next moment will bring death 
to him or his life shall:continue. Always remember your 
fast approaching end and continue to cleanse the impurity 
of sins from your heart and soul and mind and speech. 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed : 

“God extends His mercy during the night so that the 
person who committed a sin during the day should return 
to Him in the night. God extends His mercy during the 
day so that the person who has committed a sin during the 
night may return to his Lord in the day time nnd seek His 
forgiveness until the sun rises from the east”. (Muslim) 

The expression ‘God extends His mercy, means that 
God beckons His sinful slaves towards Hjmself and 
desires to cover their sins with His blessings. If the 
person has committed s sin under the pressure of a 
temporary impulse, he should: immediately turn towards 
his Kind and All-Forgiving God and should lose no time, 
for sin begets sin. The Satan constantly lies in ambush 
for the human being and never misses an opportunity to 
lead man astray. 

6. Offer repentance with such true and deep sincerity of heart 
that the entire course of your life is altered and after 
Tepentance you may appear an entirely different man, 

God decrees :- 
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ahi. : (66 : 8) 


“OQ ye who believe! Turn unto Allah in sincere 
repentance! It may be that your Lord will remit from 
you your evil deeds and bring you into Gardeng 
underneath which rivers flow on the day when Allah 
will not abaso the Prophet and those who believe with 
him. 


In other words, offer such sincere and true repentance that 
not a trace of any temptation to return to the sin remains 
in your heart or mind. Such » repentance has threo or 
four ingredients. If the ain relates to o transgression of 
God’s right, repentance should have three elements : 


(1) Man should be sincerely ashamed of his sina. 


(2) Man should firmly resolve to avoid sin in 
future. 


(3) And man should put his heart and soul in the 
task of reforming and embellishing his life. 


If a man has committed a sin which involves 
the violation of a humen right, repentance should 
consist of & fourth element also : 


(4) Man should restore the right of another human 
being or seek forgiveness of the person whose right 
he has violated. 


This is the repentance which really cleanses the man 
of all his sins. His “soul is cleared of sins and adorned 
with pious deeds, is presented before Allah and is 
awarded a dweiling plece in His Paradise. 
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The Holy Prophet {peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed : 


“When man commits a sin, his heart is stained with 
a dark spot. Now if he— 


* renounces the sin ; 

* is ashamed of his sin and seeks salvation ; 

* and turns to God with a firm determination to 
avoid sin in future ; 


God illumines his heart. But if he again commits sin, 
the dark spot is enlarged until it covers the whole of his 
heart. This is the rust about which God affirms in His 
Book : 
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“Nay, but that which they have earned is rust upon 
their hearts.” (83 : 14) 


. Take @ firm resolve to remain true to your repentance 
and be vigilant day and night that the commitments 
you have made before God are duly fulfilled. Test the 
firmness of your resolve by constant offorte to purify and 
reform yourself. If, despite all your efforts to guard 
against evil, you slip and commit an offence, do not lose 
hope even then. On the contrary seek refuge in the Meroy 
of God and offer fervent prayers to him: ‘O Creator t 
Tam wésk and infirm. Do not banish me in disgrace from 
Your threshold. “For, I can seek asylum nowhere except 
in Your Mercy”. 

Repentance of a wrong-doer invites the pleasure of 
God. Taubah (Repentance) literally means ‘return, to 
turn to’. When thoughts-and emotions go astray and one 
gets entrapped in the quicksand of sin, hig connexion with 


God is severed and he is so far removed from God as if 
he ia lost to God. And when such a man returns and turns 
to God in utter shame for his sins, it is as if a lost 
slave has come back to his master. This situation has 
been graphically described by the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) in the following 
eloquent allegory : 


“Tf one of you loses bis camel in waterless 
desert with all his provisions of food and water laden 
on the lost camel——and having vainly searched for the 
camel in all directions of the desert he despaira 
of his life’ end lies down under a tree awaiting death 
and in this state he suddenly beholds his camel ladon 
with all the provisions standing by his side, imagine 
then his happiness !——the happiness of your Lord and 
Creator far surpasses the happiness of this man when 
His lost elave returns and having gone astray resumes 
allegiance to Him”. (Tirmidhi) 

On another occasion, the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) elucidated the same fact 
by means of another impressive allegory : 

Some prisoners of war were brought before the Holy 
Prophet. The group included & woman'who had lost ‘her 
infant. The maternal instinct so overpowered the woman 
that ahe found no pesce or rest unless she picked up and 
breastfed any baby she found near her. On peoing the woman. 
in such state the Holy Prophet (peace and bleasings of 
Allah be upon him) enquired from the Companion’ (@ed be 
pleased with them): Can you imagine that safirwouep 
will fling her baby into fire with her own handst” The 
Companions submitted: ‘'O Messenger of God (peace ‘and 
blessings of Allah be upon you) ! Leaving apart the matter 
of throwing the child herself, she would stake her life to 
aave the child if it were falling by itself”. The Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) thereupon 
observed + 


399 


“@od is by far even more Compassionate and Kind 
to His slaves than this woman is considerate towards her 
child”, 


Offer repentance to and seek forgiveness of the Lord con- 
tinuously. There are countless offences which a man 
commits from morning till evening ; sometimes man is not 
even conscious of these transgressions. Do not imagine 
that repentance is called for only when 6 capital sin has 
been committed ; man needs to repent and pray for his 
salvation st all times, because he is liable to make a slip 
at every step. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) himself used .to repent and pray for 
his salvation seventy or even hundred times in & 
day. (Bukhari, Mualim) 


Do not look down upon 4 sinner who repents and reforms 
his life, Hadrat ‘Imran b. al-Haseen (God be pleased with 
him) has reported an incident of the time of the Holy 
Prophot (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him): “A 
woman of the tribe of Juhainah presented herself before 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him). She had become pregnant as & result of an unlawful 
relation, She submitted: ‘‘O Messenger of God (peace and 
blessings of ‘Allah be upon you) ! I deserve punishment 
for adultery. Enforce the Shariah in my case and 
punish me”. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) sent for the guardian of this woman 
and observed to him: ‘‘Treat this woman well and when 
she has delivered the child, bring her to me”. When the 
woman returned after tr? delivery of- her child, the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
commanded that her garments should be tied fast eround 
her body (so that the garments may not slip off during 
stoning and her physical veil may not be torn off) and 
when this‘ had been done, the Holy Prophet (peace ayd, 
blessings of Afleh be upon him) ordered that she should be 
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stoned to death. The order was carried out. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Alleh be upon him) later 
offered funeral prayers: for her. Hadrat ‘Umer (God be 
pleased with him) submitted to the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him): “O Messenger of 
Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon you)! This 
woman committed the offence of adultery and you sre 
saying funeral prayers for her”. The Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Alleh be upon him) thereupon observed : 
“She repented and offered repentance of auch magnitude 
that if it were portioned among seventy men of Medinah, 
it would secure their salvation, Did you see any one better 
than the one who presented the gift of life to God” t 


10. Sey the ‘finest prayer’ to God. The Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed to Hadrat 
Shaddad ibn Aus (God be (pleased with him) ‘This is the 


jel gm Sayyed-ul-Istaghfar’ (‘the finest prayer’). 
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Allahumma ante rabbt 1a ilaha illa anta khalagtant wa 
and ‘abduka wa ana ald ‘ahdika wa wa'adika mastata‘tu 
addhu bika min sharri ma eana'tu abd’u laka bint 
‘matika ‘alayya wa abi’u bidhanbi faghfirlt fainnahi la 
yaghfirudh-dhundba iz anta. (Bukhari, Tirmidhi). 
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“@od! Thou art my Creator! There is no deity 
except Thee. Thou created me and I am Thy slave, I shall 
remain faithful to the pledge of devotion which I have 
given to Theo to the best of my capability. Iseok asylum 
with Thee against tho fearful consequences of my sins. I 
acknowledge all the blessings Thou hast conferred on me 
and I confess that I am 4 sinner——Hence, O My 
Crestor. Forgive my sins. Who else except Thee will 
forgive my sins ?” 


Etiquettes 
of Prayer 


. Pray to God only. Do not call upon any one else except 
God to fulfil your needs. Prayer is tho essence of 
worship and worship should be rendered to God alone. 


The Holy Qur’an affirms : 
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Lahu da‘awatul haqqi walladhina yad‘tina min dinihi 
la yastajibtina lahum bishai-in illad kabd'aiti kaffaihi 
tlalmai liyablugha fathu wamdhuwa bibdlighiht wa ma 
dw dul kafirtna illa ft dalal. (73 : 14) 


“Unto Him is the real prayer. Those unto whom 
they pray beside Allah respond to them not at all, save 
as (is the response to) one who stretches forth his hand, 
towards water (asking) that it may come to hia mouth and 
it will never reach it. The prayer of disbeliever goeth 
(far) astray”’. 


In other words ail powers to fulfil prayers and to 
dispose of things lie in the hands of God. All powers vest 
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in Him and no power lies with any one else, All are 
dependent upon Him. There is none except Him Who 
hears the petitions of human beings and fulfils their 
prayers. 


dene “8 9 Fe = Frode 3800 2 EO 


ri tos al > ath y- ai J ol fall rae oll tel 
ie pial 


Ya ayyuhannds antumulfugardu ilallahi wallahu huwal 
ghaniyyul hamid. (35 + 15) 

“Q mankind! Ye are the poor in your relation to 
Allah, And Allah! He is the Absolute, the Owner of 
Praise”. 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed : 


“God affirms, ‘My creatures! I have declared tyranny 
unlawful for Me, So you should also consider acts of 
oppression and excess on each other as forbidden. My 
slaves | Each of you is misguided, except the one whom I 
guide on the right path. So seek guidance from Me alone, 
so that I may guide you aright. My people! Each of 
you is hungry, except the one whom I feed. Hence call 
upon Me for sustenance, so that I may provide for your 
livelihood. My servants! Each of you is naked, except 
the one whom I have blessed with garments. So entreat 
Me to confer dress on you and I shall provide you clothing. 
My worshippers! You commit sins in the night as well 
aa in the day and I shall forgive all sins” 1 (Sahih Muslim) 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) also observed: ‘‘Man should call upon God 
alone to provide for all his needs, so much so that even 
if a shoe-lace is broken, man should pray to God to Provide 
@ shoe-lace, and if he needs salt, he should beseech God to 
send it to him”. , (Tirmidhi) 
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The implication is that man ought to turn to God for 
the fulfilment of his most insignificant and ordinary needs. 
None except God can hear the prayers and none except 
Him can fulfil wants.” 

. Ask God for only that which is lawful and good, To 
beseech God’s help for the execution of unlawful purposes 
and sinful acts is the height of impertinence, immodesty 
and irreverence. To pray to God for the fulfilment of 
unlawful and forbidden desires and to make vows for such 
desires is to perpetrate the basest joke on religion. 
Similarly, do not offer prayers to God to change those 
realities which He has determined once for all and 
which are now unalterable. For example, a short 
man should not pray to God to make him tall, nor should 
& tall man pray to God to make him short: nor indecd 
should a man pray to God for eternal youth so that he may 
never exporience old age etc. eto. 


The ‘Holy Qur’an affirms : 


few os eres ee es oe een Id Oe ry, 
4S grabbve o seals det JF sie pasts Vgageil 5 
ae nee ws - 


4 Shel TG aul 
Wa agimu wujuhakum ‘inda kulli masjidin wadihu 
mukhlistna lahuddin. (7 : 29) 


“And set your faces upright (towards Him) at every 
place of worship, and call upon Him, making religion pure 
for Him (only)’’. : 

He, who would present his needs before God, should not 
take to the path of infidelity and pray for the fulfilment 
of unlawful desires, but should display good character and 
virtuous passions and beseech God for the fulfilment of 
lawful wants. 

. Say prayer with profound sincerity and a righteous 
disposition and with the conviction that God Whom 
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you beseech is perfectly aware of your condition and is 
Most Considerate towards you ; it is He alone Who hears 
the petitions of His servants and fulfils their prayers. 
Always offer a pure prayer unmixed with all taint of exhibi- 
tion, display, deception or polytheism. - 


The Holy Qur’an affirms : 


. roe ee ee ee 
AVM gegen. cpl 4s gyal dil seob 
Fad‘ullaha mukhlisina lahuddin, (40 14) 


“Call ye, then Allah devoting your obedience wholly to 
Him”. 
And Surah Bagarah bears the command : 
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Wa idha eaa'laka ‘ibadt ‘annt fainni, qaribun ujibu da‘. 
awatadda'i idha da‘ani falyastajibuli walyo’minibi 
la‘allahum yarshudin. (2 : 186). 

“And when My servants question thee concerning Me, 
then surely I am nigh. I answer the prayer of the 
suppliant when he crieth unto Me, So let them hear 
My call and let them trust in Me, in order that they may 
be led aright”. 

. Offer prayer with perfect concentration and devotion of 
mind and heart and with a positive conviction of God’s 
favour. Instead of gazing at the enormity of your sins, look 
towards the unlimited mercy, kindness and the countless 
bounties and blessings of God. The prayer of an inattentive 
man whose thoughts are not concentrated on God and who 
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« : ‘ 
is only mumbling s few words half-heartedly at » whim 
without anticipating the favour of God is vain. 


The Tradition relates : 


“Offer payer with the firm conviction of God’s favour. 
God does not accept a prayer sent forth by an inattentive 
heart”. (Tirmidhi) 

. Say prayer in utmost humility with awe and fear of God. 
Your heart should be astir with the awesome majesty, 
grandeur and power of God and fear of God should be 
dbvious from your physical posture. Your head should be 
bent and eyes downcast. Your voice should be mufited, 
limbs limp, eyes damp with tears and the whole demeanour 
should present a picture of helfless misery before God. 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
on beholding a man stroking bis beard during worship, 
observed: ‘‘Had ho the fear of God in his heart, his 
pody too would have been overcome by it”. 

In point of fact while praying a man should tremble 
with the realisation of his destitution and helpless misery 
and with the fear that if he were repulsed from the 
threshold of God, he would not find refuge anywhere. He 
should have deep awareness of the fact that he possesses 
nothing of his own; everything he has is a bounty from 
God ;if God withholds, no other power in the world can 
bestow auything on him, God is the Master of everything ; 
He alone holds the treasure of everything ; man is only a 
miserable beggar. 

The Holy Qur’an commands : 


ete este ates 
~ bps me \yea! 
Ud'a rabbakum tadarru‘an. 
“all your Lord with humility”. 


The dignity of worship consiats in the servant calling 
upon his Creator in desperate humility and in a lowly 
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manner so that his heart and intellect, emotions and feelings 
and all parts of his body should be bent in homage to Him 
and the servant’s soul and body should bear evidence to 
his destitution and plea for help. 


. Say prayer in a muted, faint voice. Do present your 
petition before God in a desperate manner, but never 
display your desperation and misery openly. Man should 
display his humility, lowliness and the plea of misery only 
before God. 


There is no doubt that sometimes you may say prayers 
in a loud voice, but only in privacy, or amid a congregation 
so that the others may say ‘Amin’, Generally, however, 
you should say prayer quietly in muffled tones and take full 
care that your expression of misery and destitution and 
your supplication is not just a show intended for other 
people. 
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Wadhkur rabbaka fi nafsika tadarru‘an wakhifatan wa 
dunal jahri minal gauli bilghuduwwi waldsdli wa la 
takun ma‘al ghafilin. (7 : 208) 

“And do thou (0 Muhammad) remember thy Lord 
within thyself humbly and with awe below thy breath 
at morn .and evening. And be thou not of the 
neglectful’. 


The Holy Qur’an praises the beauty of the worship 
offered by Hadrat Zakaria (poace be upon him) in these 
words : 
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ee ee ee | 
Te) ole sls doy goList 
idh nada rabbahu nidaan khafiyya. (19 : 3) 
“When he cried unto his Lord a ory in secret’’. 


1. You should execute some pious deed before saying u prayer. 
For instance, make some sacrifice, give alms, feed the 
hungry one or offer supererogatory worship or observe 4 
fast. In case, God forbid, you land in some trouble, 
offer prayer to God reminding ‘Him of ail these pious deeds 
which you have performed with true sineerity of Leart for 
His sake only. 

The Holy ieee Bays : 


oot Ponte Sob 2 we SSO Ow 


4nd eel deals conde al cma 4p/l 


(Ve: bualy 
Ilaihi yas‘adul kalimuttayyibu wal ‘amalussdlihw 
yarfau‘hu (85 : 10) 

“Pure utterances ascend towards Him only and pious 
deeds propel them to higher altitudes”. 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) once related the incident of three men who were 
entrapped in a cave during » very dark night. They 
prayed to God reminding Him of their truly sincere deeds 
and God rescued them from the calamity. 

It so happewed ‘that during a dark night a group of 
three men took refage im-a-cave, As God Willed, a rock 
slided down the hill:and falling over the mouth of the 
cave closed the passage completely. It was massive rock 
and was too heavy for them to push aside and clear the 
passage. Qn consultation among themselves, they resolved 
to pray to God reminding Him of their truly sincere deeds 
in anticipation of His Favour to rescue them from, this 
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ealamity. In accordance with this resolution, one of them 
related his pious deed as follows : 

Lused to take goats for grazing in the forest and earned 
my living by means of this occupation. On revurning from 
the forest I used to offer milk first to my old parents and, 
then to my children. One day, I arrived late. My old 
parente had gone to sleep. The children were awake and 
hungry. But I could not bear to feed the children before 
my parents had taken the milk, nor did I wish to put 
them to imconvenience by waking them up. So I stood 
all night at the head of their beds holding the oup of milk 
in my hand. The children clung to my feet and eried for 
milk all the night, but I remained unmoved and stood 
there until night, gave way to morning. 


“© God! LI performed this deed for Your sake only. 
Remove this rock from the ‘mouth of the cave in recompense 
for my deed”, And God caused the rock to move aside 
just 80 much as to let in & view of the sky. 


Tho second man spoke thus: I put somo labourers 
to work and paid wages to all of them except one man who 
went away without receiving payment for his labour. A 
short while leter when the man returned to claim his wage 
I said to him: ‘‘All these cows, goats and servants are 
yours. Take them where you will”. He said: ‘For 
God’s sake, don’t cut joke with me’’. [ answered : “This is 
not a joke. All this is yours. I invested the money which 
you had left behind in business. By the Grace of God, the 
business thrived. All this which you see is the profit 
derived from that business, Take it with an easy mind. 
All this belongs to you. And that man went away teking 
everything with him. Oh God! I’ eoted in this way to 
earn Your Goodwill alone. Ob God! Remove this 
rock ia recompense of ay deed”. By .the gracious will 
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The third one narrated the fo Howing account of hia 
pious deed: I hed @ cousin sister for whom I conceived 
an extraordinary liking. She asked for some money 
which I aupplied. But when I sat close to her to satisfy 
my need, she said : ‘Fear God and refrain from this act’’, 
I rose at once and I pronounced that sum as a gift to her, 
Oh God! You know perfectly well that I did this to win 
your favour only. Oh God! Open the mouth of the 
cave as @ reward for this pious deed”. God removed: the 
rock from the passage of the cave and liberated the three 
men from this calamity. 


. Alongwith offering prayers for the fulfilment of pious 
purposes, try to reform and adorn your life in conformity 
with the Ordinances of God. Avoid all sins and forbidden 
things, Respect and observe the Commands of God in all 
matters and lead o pious life. It is the height of folly and 
insolence to eat and drink forbidden things, clothe 
yourself out of unlawful gains and fatten your body 
on illicit earnings and then anticipate acceptance of, 
your prayer, If you wish your prayer may be accepted, 
your words and action both should conform to the tenets 
of religion. 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) observed : 

“God is Pure and He accepts only pure goods. God 
has enjoined upon the Pious the same deeds as He had upon 
the Messengers. God affirms ; 


- Osean oss 9 5t ates 


Los (Sy ouin 5 ue Lis 


Ya ayyuharrusulu kula minatiayytbati — wa'mald 
salsha. 

“Q Messengers! Partake of lawful Provisions and 
perform good sots’. 


Addressing the pious, God enjoins : 
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Ya ayyuhalladhina amani kuli min tayyibati ma 
razaqnakum. 


“@Q ye who believe! Partake of those lawful and 
pure things which We have bestowed on you'’. 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) then referred to the case of a man who travels 6 
long distance and arrives at 4 sacred spot to pay homage ; 
he is covered all over with dust; he raises both hands 
towards the sky and says: ‘My Lord’, ‘O My Lord’, yet 
because he partakes of unlawful food and drinks and dreases 
out of forbidden gaina and fattens his body on illicit 
earnings, how can the prayer of euch a contumacious and 
disobedient person be accepted 3 (Sahth Muslim) 


Offer prayers regularly. The expression of one’s humility, : 
destitution and sense of loyalty to God is in itself a 
worship. God Himself has commanded His servants to ; 
offer prayer to Him. God has said : ‘Whenever the servant 
calls Me I listen to him”. Do not get tired of offering 
prayer. Do not be tied down by the doubt whether prayer 
would change your destiny or not. The obstinacy or 
flexibility of fate or the acceptance or -rejection of prayer 
depends on the Will of God Who is All-Knowing and 
All-Wise. All the same, it is the duty of the slave to 
offer prayer to Him like a beggar and destitute person and 
not to consider himself independent of Him for a single 
moment. 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed : 


“The bumblest peraon is the one who is humble in 
prayer”. (Pabrant) 
In addition to that the Holy Prophet (peace and 
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blessings of Allah be upon him) affirmed: “God considers 
nothing as nobler and as more honourable than prayer”. 
(Pirmidhi) 
The most luminous trait of the. believer is that in 
diatress or ease, pain or pleasure, poverty or prosperity, 
adversity or luxury——under all sorta of condition he 
turns to God only and presents his needs to Him alone 
and prays to Him regularly for grace, 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed : 

“The person who does not pray to God invokes 
wrath of God”. (Pirmidhi) 

10. Put complete faith in God as to the acceptance of your 

prayer. Never commit the blunder of renouncing prayer in 
desperation if quick results of the acceptance of your 
prayer are not forthcoming. Concentrate on offering 
prayer instead of feeling anxious about the acceptance of 
your prayer. 

Hadrat ‘Umer (God be pleased with him) observed : 

“I ani not concerned about the acceptance of my 
prayer, I am only anxious to pray. When the favour 
of offering a prayer has been granted to me, the acceptance 
will also be granted”’. 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed : 

“When a Muslim turns towards God to ask for some 
favour, God inevitably supplies hie want. Either his 
wish is granted or God adds the thing desired to the 
balance of reward which the Muslim will receive in the 
eternal world. On the Day of Judgement, God shall 
summon a pious man to His Presence and enquire from 
him face to face: ‘“O My slave! I commanded you to 
pray end promised that I shall grant your prayer. Did 
yoa then offer prayer ?’’ The man-will submit: ‘Yes, 
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I offered prayer”. God will then observe: “I granted 
whatever prayer you offered. Did you not pray to Me on 
that day for the slleviation of sorrow and pain which had 
seized you and I had succoured- you”. The slave will 
submit: ‘True, O Creator”. God then will observe: “I 
granted that prayer and fulfilled th&t desire of yours in 
the mortal world.. But on that other day you were 
struck by another calamity and you prayed to Me for 
succour, but ‘you found none and, therefore, continued to 
labour onder pain and sorrow”. The slave will submit : 
“Yes, it is true beyond doubt, My Creator’. Thereupon 
God will observe: ‘In Paradise many bounties have I 
reserved for you in reward for that prayer, 7d in 
the same manner God shall ascertain other needa and make 
a similar observation in regard to all of them”. 


Afterwards, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) observed : 


“There shall not be a single prayer offered by a pious 
person concerning which God will not state. “I granted 
thia prayer of yours in the world and I added that desire 
of youra to the balance of your reward in eternity”. The 
pious person will ponder then: ‘Would that none of my 
prayera had been granted in the mortal world! Hence 
the servant should continue to pray under all conditions’. 

(Hakim) 


11. Observe all external etiquettes, purity and cleanliness at 


the time of prayer. Keep your heart clear of all evil 
passions, illicit designs and absurd beliefs. 


The Holy Qur’an affirms : 


oo fees Pare) 


vir deel a5 eer] “ 7 at 


Innallaha yuhibbuttawwabina wa yuhrbbul mutatahhirin, 
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“Truly, they are the favourites of God who Pepent 
most and thore others who keep themselves pure and 
clean”. 


In Surah Muddeththir, God enjoins :. 


ree aus Zz S eh; as 
Wa rabbaka fakabbir wa thiyabaka fatahhir. 
“Thy Lord magnify and thy raiment purify”. 
Offer prayer for othera also, but begin with yourself. Seek 
favour for yourself first and then for others too. The 
Holy Qur’an F8produces two prayers offered by Hadrat 
Ibrahim and Hadrat Nosh (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon them) which bear the above moral : 
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Rabb-tjalni mugim-as-ealati wa min dhu-r-riyyatt 

rabbana wa tagabbal du‘a Rabbanaghfir li-wali walidayya 

wa lilmo’minina yauma yagim-ul-hisdd (14 : 40-41) 
“My Lord | Make me to establish proper worship and 

some of my posterily (also) our Lord! and accept the 

prayer. Our Lord! Forgive me and my parents and 

believers on the day when the account is cast”. 
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Rabbighfir li wali-walidayya wa liman dakhala 
baitiya mo’minan wa lilmo’minina wal-mo’mindt. 
(77 : 28) 

“My Lord! Forgive me and my parents and him 
who entereth my house believing, and believing men 
and believing women and increase not the wrong doers in 
aught save ruin”. 

Hadrat Ubayi b. Ka‘b (God be pleased with him) 
reporta: ‘‘Whenever the Holy Prophet.(peace and bless- 
ings of Allah be upon him) happened to mention some 
person, he (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
used to offer a prayer for that person and commenced the 


prayer by asking God’s favour for himself first”. 
(Pirmidhi) 


. If you are acting as leader in the prayer, you should 
always offer prayer on behalf of the whole congregation 
‘using plural parts of speech. The prayers which have been 
reproduced in the Holy Qur’an generally contain plural 
parts of speech. The lesder in fact is the spokesman for 
the whole congregation. When he utters a prayer using 
plurals, the congregation should utter ‘Amin’ at the end 
of each prayer offered by them. 


. Avoid prejudice and selfishness in prayer. Do not fall into 
the error of considering the vast and common blessing of 
God as limited and thus praying for the grant of His 
Grace and Bounty to you especially. 


Hadrat Abu Huraira (God be pleased with him) 
relates: ‘A beduin entered the mosque of the Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and aaid hia 
prayers and thenesid : “O God: Grant your favour to 
me and to Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him), and to none else besides us.’’? On hearing 
thia, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Ailsh be 
‘upon hign) observed ; 


15, 


16, 


416 


al 3 pnt 22) 
Lagad tahajjarta wisi‘an 


“You have narrowed the vast limita of God’s 
blessings.” (Bukhari) 


Avoid formal and conscious rhyming in prayer. Utter 
your prayer ina simple manner with profound sincerity, 
‘Abstain from singing or rhyming.: However, it does not 
matter if by chance your tongue does utter a rhymed 
speech or an alliteration, A few such prayers ae have an 
informal rhyme and perfect balance in stress are reported 
to have been uttered by the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Alleh be upon him). For instance, Hadrat 
Zaid b. Arqam has reported a very comprehensive prayer 
offered by the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) : : 
cw ay tor eS . a3 A yy tse 
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_ Allahumma innt atudha bika min gqalbin la-yakhsha‘u 


wa nafein ldtashba‘u wa ‘ilmin la-yanfa'u wa da‘watin 
la-yustajabu laha. {Tirmidhi) 

“God I seek thy refuge from the heart which is devoid 
of thy fear, from the being that lacks contentment, from 
the knowledge that is unprofitable and from the prayer 
which ig unacceptable.” 


Offer praide and thenkegiving to the Lord before putting 
your needs and requirements before Him. Afterwards, 
say two Rakshs of supplementary prayer and say ‘peace 
and blessings be on the Holy Prophet’ at the beginning 
and end of your prayer, 
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The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has observed : 


“At times when a person seeks the favour of God or 
the sssistance of man in connection with some need or 
requirement, the needy person should perform sblution, 
say two Rakahs of prayer, offer praise and thanksgiving 


" to the Lord and say ‘peace and blessings of Allah be on the 


Holy Prophet’. (Afterwards, he should put his need 
before God)”. ; (Tirmidhi) 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) affirmed the fact that the prayer of a man which 
is socompanied by,praise and thankegiving to the Lord and 
by the invocation of God’s peace and blesaings on the person 
ot the Holy Prophet is: granted the honour of fulfilment, 
Hadrat Fadila (God be pleased with him) narrates; 
“The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him)-wae seated in the mosque when a man entered, 
performed the worship and at the end uttered. Jit! alll 
Allahummaghfirls (God grant me pardon). On hearing this, 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) said to the man: “ You were rather quick in offering 
the prayer. When the worship is over, you should first 
of a]l render praise and thenkegiving to the Lord, invoke 
peace and blessings upon the Prophet and finally say your 
prayer. As the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) was speaking to the person, another man 
came in, offered worship and at the end, rendered praise 
to God and invoked His peace and blessings upon the 
Holy Prophet. The Holy Prophet, thereupon, observed 
to him : ‘Now say your prayer”, it shall be granted.” 
. (Pirmidhi) 
Offer prayer to God at all times and at every atep, for He, 
in never tired of hearing the prayers of His slaves, However, 


traditions reveal to us that there are certain apecial times 
and cireumstances in which prayers are accepted very soon 
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Hence, do not miss the opportunity of offering prayer at 
these hours and circumstances : 


(1) In the stillness of the latter part of night when 
most people are enjoying sweet slumber, the man who 
gets up and engages in communion with God and Places 
his needa before the Lord in sincere humility shall be 
blessed with special favour of God. 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has observed : 

“God holds court on the sky of the world every night. 
When the latter part of the night remaina God observes, 
“Who calls Me ? Iwill accept his prayer. Who begs ? I 
will fulfil his need. Who aske for salvation t I will grant 
him salvation.” (Tirmidhs) 


(2) Offer the maximum number of prayers in the night 
of Shab Qadr, for in suspiciousness this night is better 
than a thousand months. Say the following prayer eapeci- 
ally : 


or ee BAe oF BSh- 
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‘Allahumma innaka ‘afuwwun tubibb-ul-‘afwa fa‘fe 
‘annt. 


“Qod: Thou art All-Forgiving. Thou likest showing 
Mercy the best. Hence Forgive me”. 


(8) In the field of ‘Arafat when the ‘guests of God’ assemble 
there on the 6th Dhil-Hajj. (Tirmidhi) 


(4) At a particular moment on Friday which fails between 
the commencement of the sermon and end of the 
worship or from the time when the ‘Asr prayer is 
over till the hour of the Maghrib worship. 


ais 


{8) At the hour of the announcement of the Prayer-Call 
and at the time when the Holy warriors are being lined 
up for battle inthe field. . 


The. Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has observed : 

“Two things are never repulsed from the Court of 
God. One, the prayer offered at the hour of the announce- 
ment of Prayer-Call. Second, the prayer uttered at 
the time of lining up for battle in the field”. 

(Abu Dawad) 
(6) In the interval between the announcement of the 
Prayer-Call and the Tekbir. 


Tho Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed : 


“The prayer offered in the interval between the Adhan 
(Prayer-Call) and the Aqaimah ie never rejected”. The 
illustrious companions (God be pleased with them) 
submitted : 0, Prophet of Alleh, what should we pray 
during thia period, The Holy Prophet observed: Say 
this prayer. 


Pe a, a ee ee he 
SAV, GM FTG, pial UL GS gl 
Allahumma inni ds’alukal‘afua wal-‘afiyata fid dunya 
wal-akhirah. 


“@Qod! Limplore of Thee forgiveness, kindness and 
protection in this world and in eternity”. 
(7) During the suspicious days of Ramadan and specially at 
the time of breaking fast. (Bazaz) 
(8) After the performance of obligstory prayers whether 
you offer prayer individually or in a congregation. 


(8) In the state of prostration. 
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The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) has observed : 


“In the state of prostration, the slave. gains the 
nearest proximity to his Lord. Hence offer the optimum 
prayer while you are lying in prostration before God”. 


(10) When you are‘sized by s serious calamity or the 
: deepest sorrow and pain. (Hakam) 


(11) When 4 religious assemblage takes place for the 
purpose of remembrance and worship of God, 
(Bukharé, Muslim) 


(12) When a reading of the Holy Qur'an is completed. 
(Tabrant) 


18, Offer prayers at the following places, especially. On the 
eve of his departure from Mecca to Basra, Hadrat Hasan 
Basri (God be merciful to him) wrote o letter to the 
residents of Mecca stating the importance of putting up 
in Meza and the favours thereof and also clearly 
mentioned that prayers offered at the following fifteen 
places in Mecca are especially accepted by God: 


(1) Near the Multazam (2) Below the Mizab 
(3) Inside the Ka‘bah (4) Near the fount of Zam 
Zem 

(5) At Safa and Marwa (6) Near Safa and Marwa 
at the place where ‘Sa‘i’ 
is performed 

(7) At the rear of the ‘Place (8) In ‘Arefat 

of Ibrahim’ 
(9) In Muzdalifa (10) In Mina 
(11) Near the three Jamerat (Hiene Hassin) 


19. Make constant efforts to memorize the same words of prayer 
to God ag sre contained in the Holy Qur'an and the 
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Traditions of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him), It is clear that no better words of 
prayer and no better manner of offering prayer can be 
found than that which God taught to His Prophets (peace 
and blessings of Allsh be upon them) and to His pious 
slaves (may God be pleased with them). Besides there is 
no speech which can possibly surpass the word taught by 
God and adopted by Hie Messengers in offect, sweetness, 
comprehensiveness, grace and acceptability! The 
repetition of the prayers taught by the Holy Qur’an and 
the Traditions and ® thoughtful consideration of their 
meanings trains and educates one’s mind as to what wishes 
and prayers should a pious person entertain, What deeds 
are worthy of his striving and what goals should he set for 
himself”, There is no doubt that prayer transcends all 
parriers of language, style or diction. Man is free to beg 
anything from God in any language or style. It is, 
however, a supplementary Blessing of God that He has 
revealed to us what to ask for and in what manner ¢ By 
prescribing words of prayer. Moreover, God taught’ the 
pious what attitude to adopt for achieving grace in 
religion and in secular matters and what wishes and 
aspirations should a pious man entertain in his heart. 
There is no religious or secular need as well as there is no 
aspect of grace, for which & prayer has not been prescribed. 
It is more propitious, therefore, that you should pray to 
@OU in those words which are contained in the Holy Qur'an | 
and the Traditions aud you should repeat only thoge 
prayers which are incorporated in the Qur'an or those 
which were uttered at various times by the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) himself. 


However, until such time as you commit to memory 
the words of the prayers contained in the Holy Qur’an 
and the Traditions, you ought at least to reproduce their 

_ sense in your prayers. 
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We reproduce in the following pages some oomprehen- 
sive prayers from the Holy Qur'an as well as from the 
Traditions of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him). You should learn theee prayers 
by heart gradually and then repeat only these prayets 
afterwards. 


Comprehensive 
Quranic Prayers 


Prayer for Mercy and Forgiveness : 


Beeps ote tae wot 82 0B Oe oed2e tee Be 


SP GIS bars LS jist oJ Oly Lentil Lead Ly, 
(YY OLeY = pele 


Rabband zalamnd anfusand wa in lam taghfir land wo 
tarhamnd lonakinanna min-al-khasirin, (7 : 28) 
Our Lord! We have wronged ourselves. If Thou 
forgive us not and have not merey on us, surely we 
are of the lost. 
No doubt unless God absolves man of his aing 
and showers endless Meroy on him, man will go to ruin. 


Prayer for Grace Ia both the Worlds 
owe oo Be oer aw te EB Boer ott ob be 
pyle Lidy Line 3 hy eee ll J bl Lay 


s 

(ORE D) = 
Rabbana datind fid-duny2 hasanatan wa fil-dakhirati 
-hasanatan wa gina ‘adhdl-an-nar. {2 : 201) 


“Our Lord! Give unto us in the world that which 
is good andin the Hereafter that which is good and 
guard us from the doom of the Fire”. 


4 
Prayer for Forbearance and Vortitade : 


re wt See we te eerS 84s tee 8 te Be 


a le Cally basi eds Wee tle ¢ 3 G3 


oxy 


(Tee sesh - seit 


Rabbana afrigh ‘alaina sabran wa thabbit agddmand 
wansurnd ‘alalgaumil-kafirtn. (2 : 250) 
Our Lord | Bestow on us endurance, make our foothold 
sure, and give us help against the disbelieving folk. 
Prayer for Protection agaiast the Mischief of the Devil : 


oe ww SO dee . 6 5 Oe ow 
Oy dbs yacly Ocght,all lj a a so! “2 


os se8 


(MA CAV 2 OyregaSly O Os pad 
Rabbi a'tidhu bika min hamazat-ish-shayatini wa atdhubika 
rabbi an yahdurdn. (28 : 97, 98) 


My Lord! I seek refuge in Thee from suggestions 
of the evil ones and I seek refuge in Thee, my Lord | 
lest they be present with me. 


Prayer for Protection against the torment of Hell : 


Las SF Ce at oop Ou Ue yal Ly 


w38 avrep oe 


(Ve 2 ob aly alley Li ole Wi 


Rabbanasrif ‘annd ‘adhaba jahannama inna ‘adhabahd 
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kana gharama Innaha sd’at mustagarran wa mugama: 
(25 : 65-66). 
Our Lord {Avert from us the doom of hell : Lo! the 
doom thereof is anguish. Lo | it is wretched as abode and 
station, 


Prayer for ‘the Correction of Heart : 


ASF 6 oe Oe weer fhe etd © In whe 


BAS YG Gay as a Ga ESV 


Bue ote FO ote 
(A: dls dT) ous cil Abul Lae), 
Rabband la tuzigh quiibana ba‘da idh hadaitand wa 
hablanad min ladunka rahmah innaka antal-Wahhab. 

(3; 8) 

Our Lord! Cause not our hearts to atray after Thou 
hast guided us, and bestow upon us mercy from Thy 
Presence. Lo ! Thou, only Thou art the Bestower, ‘ 
Prayer for the Purification of Heart : 


Bote ne ve dee ee 8 8 abe 


eX, alt b iM eeyy” oi 721 by 
gee a 


w% S4s-- s | est ne S05 - 25se 


rc sel We Lag J 
tor fal) 


Rabbanaghfir land wa li-tkhwaninal-ladhina sabagina 
bil-imant wa 14 taj‘al fi qulabina ghillal-lil-ladhina 
aamanu rabband innaka ra’af-ur-Rahim, (59 : 10) 

Qur Lord! Forgive us and our brethren who were be- 
fore us in the faith, and place not in our hearts any 
ranoour towards those who believe. Our Lord! Thou 
art full of pity, Merciful, 
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Prayer for Favourable Turn of Events : 
tee en 2 ae af 


us wr agate a Gs Lay 


(Vet agSIly . lab, 
Rabband datina min ladunka rakmatan wa hayyi’ land 
min amrina rashada, (18 : 10) 


“Our Lord ! Give mercy from Thy presence and shape for 
us right conduct in our plight.” 


Prayer for Salvation : 


- foe ee eee ner ee eee 
( eats or Sy Ey pati Lena! Toy 


\ ee 


(V4 2 Ofegadly 
Rabband damanna faghfir land warhamna wa anta 
khatr-ur-rahimin. : (23 : 109) 


Our Lord !. We believe therefore forgive us and have 
mercy on us for Thou art best of all who show mercy. 


Prayer for the grant of satisfaction and peace in the family : 


en a oe oe i oa Sr ee or 


See eee ay tee tig ge ca 


ea oe S90 

(Ve 20131) «bell Crd ea) 

- ews 
Rabband hab land min azwajind wa dhur-riyyatina 
qurrata a‘ayunin § wajialnd lil-muttagina: imama, 
(26 : 74) 

Our Lord | Vouchsafe us comfort of our wives and of 


} our offspring, and make us patterns for (all) those who ward 
J off (evil). 
P 
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In other words, grant us such a pure and noble life 
_ that the pious should take us as 8 model and emulate our 
example. 


Prayer for Parents : 


2 @ Pe arose er ee ee ed 


lod pst pot ee pally Gay SHELL, 


eV All 
Rabbanaghfir li wa li-walidayya wa lil-mo’minina yauma 
yagim-ul-hisad. (14 : 41) 


Our Lord! Forgive me and my parents and the 
believers on the day when the account is cast. 


Prayer for Protection from trials and tribulations : 


ee Sa ee Pa es 
|g Y5 Ly tbe! oI oF Ge Ip Y Le 
Sy ee Mead ee: Deere ss 
Vy ag LS oy edt de lee LS Lol Lele 

“ee ere see wee be ates 
ole) yely lie rely LI ULE YL Lie 


ent oe wo OS 0 oe a tO ote ow 8 tw 


til de Bails Lady Cl cline yly 
(VAT: BAS) 4 oF ra 


Rabband 14 tu'akhidhna innastnd au akhta’na rabbana 

wa la tahmil ‘alaina isran kama hamaltahu ‘alalladht- 

‘na min gablina rabbana wa la tuhammilna ma la taqata 

land bihi wa'fu ‘anna waghfir lana war hamna anta 

maulana faneurnd ‘al-al-qaum-il-kafirtn. : {2 : 286) 
Our Lord! Condemn us not if we forget or err : Our 

Lord | Lay not on us sucha burden aeThon didetlay on 
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those before us: Our Lord ! Impose not on us that whigh 
we have not the strength to bear: Pardon us, absolve 
us and have mercy on us. Thou, art our Protector 
and give us victory over tho disbe lieving folk. 


Prayer for getting rid of the disbellevers’ domination. 


a os “8. 


0 cel PUES CLIC, iy af 


(ASAE? ony) ois call “ eee \4y 
‘Alallahi tawakkalna rabbana 1a taj‘alnd fitnatan. 
lil-gaum-iz-2dlimin, Wa najjind birahmatika min-al- 
gaumil kafirin, (10 : 85) 

In Allah we put trust. Our Lord ! Ob, make us not 
a Inre for the wrongdoing folk. And of Thy meroy, 
save us from the folk that disbelieve. 


Prayer for a propitious end. 
te ost tee 


iM, Ui J a ch ro Sp au 


eon F wos of n 


(Vet ayy, Slat sis age? 


Fatir-as-sdmawati wal-ardi anta waliyyt fid-dunya 
wal-aakhirati tawaffant musliman wa allhigni bissalihtn. 
(10 ; 101) 


Creator of the heavens and the earth Thou art 
my protecting Friend in the world and the Hereafter. 
Make me to die submissive {unto Thee), and join me to 
the righteous. 


© 9 ee oe 


peli ale leat, Tale Ca Ls Lo, 


yp Nee oe © 
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wlan Ce Ot ee we 8 IF oe © Ow -t. foie OF 80 
GU ue Ys, Gg Gab ey, ot art 


en | ed “te ee er 


up Ces sty 13 o ata ge Lbs 


Pe ee Pt 


nin ad 9 at Cad ee Es abe 


(V4 geht 2 alae dT) 

Rabband innand sami'nd munadiyan yunadt lil-tmani 
an daminu birabbikum fa’ amanna rabbana faghfir 
land: dhuniband wa kaffir ‘anna sayy? Gtind wa 
tawaffand matal abrar. Rabband wa-dtind ma wa 
adtand ‘ala rusulika wala tukhzina yaum-al-giydmati 
innaka 1a tukblif-ul-mi' ad. (2 : 193, 94) 


Our Lord! Lo ! We have heard a crier calling unto 
Faith : Believe ye in your Lord! So we believed Our 
Lord! Therefore forgive us our sins, and remit from us 
our evil deeds and make us die the death of the righteous. 
Our Lord! And give us that which Thou hast promised 
to us by Thy messengers. Confound us not upon the 
Day of Resurrection. Lo ! Thou breakest not the truat. 


Some Prayers 
of the Holy Prophet 
(p.b.u.h.) 


The Muhaddithin (Reporters of Traditions) have worked 
hard and devoted whole of their lives in collecting and com- 
piling the books of Traditions, the prayers which the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
used to offer during journeys and in camp. Alongwith the 
prayers incorporated in the Holy Qur’an, you should also 
utter these prayers of the. Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him). These prayers are not only com- 
prehensive, impressive and propitious, but also teach 
the correct thinking to the believer as well as the desires and 
ambitions he should cherish. In fact, # man’s real nature is 
reflected in his desires, especially moments when he is 
satisfied that no other human being is present and that his 
murmur can only bo heard by his Creator. Each word of 
the prayers offered by the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) in the darkness of the night, in 
privacy, in the’ midst and outside the company of the 
people, is characterised by profound sincerity, devotion and 
eagerness and one feels that the utterer of such prayers is 
the most exalted person who is perfectly aware of his status 
as the servant of God and he constantly begs from bis Lord 
as a needy person. Moreover, his eagerness and devotion 
is constantly increasing in depth and intensity ss he continues 
to offer prayers to God. The essence of all his prayers is 
as follows: ‘God! Draw me oloser! Spare me from Thy 
wrath! Beatow upon me Thy favour! Give me success and 
grace in Eternity. : 
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Prayers to be offered in the Morning and Evening : 


Hadrat ‘Uthman b. ‘Affan (God be pleased with him) 
narrates: ‘The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed : No harm oan come to a man from any- 
thing who utters the following prayer morning and evening”: « 


one pee e wet teen 
Vs 2.84 eae 


soe de 


(deel seus) - ell os! ong Ls 


Bismilla-hil-ladht 14 yadurru matasmiht shai’un “a 

ardt wa la fis-samdi wa huwas-samiul ‘alim, 1 

4 (Muanad Ahmad), 

In the name of God by virtue of Whose namo naught in the 

heaven nor earth doth hurt and He is the Hearer the 

Knower. 

, Hadrat ‘Abdullah b. ‘Umar (God be pleased with him) 
reports : “The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) used to offer the following prayer in. the 
morning and evening regularly without,respite” : 

S3hbe oe 1 ee wet - he w ow BIE 
posi otras Ladi J ui tLe Gl pel 


O tee 2 oe the ee ate ote od oe oe 


ey Ghiisy oe a wud, pie) EU Leut Sh 


ote 8 Fsbo oe oon fe FPbe 0 oe 


wins rl sles, al She fool pall SL 
ei aed er ee tw Baw ere 


DOS es Sond 55) a YS Gk oS 


oe nw tee sie! Pinedo’ eSecc wkd 


ers “ dizi Sab, dels iss a 


(why 
Allohumma inni as’alukal-‘dfiyata fid-dunyd wal-dakh- 
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frata, Allahumma.inni as'alukal-‘afwa wal-‘afiyata fi 
dint wa dunyayi wa ahli wa mali. Allahummastur 
‘qurati wa damin rau’ati. Allahummahfazni min baint 
yadayya wa min khalfi wa ‘an yamini wa ‘an shimalt wa 
min faugt wa ‘aidhu bi ‘azmatika an ughtala min tahiti. 
(Tirmidhi) 
O God ! Behold, I beg of Thee peace in this world and the 
hereafter. O God! Behold, I beg of Thee forgiveness and 
safety in my faith, in my world, in mine household and in 
my wealth. O God! cover my defects, and give me peace from 
mine apprehension. O God! protect me from my front and 
from my rear, from my right and from my left also from 
above me; and I seek refuge in Thee leat .I be surprised from 
beneath me! 
Prayer against Lethargy and Cowardice : 
Hedrat Anas b. Malik (God be pleased with him) atates : 
“] used to remain in attendance on the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) and I used to hear him 
offer this prayer very often’’: 
cote fete OC SML eet oe 6 be oS Ibe 
(dSSly pels Opry re! oe dh dyel vl cel 
-* wee og awe © P Oe os ee 
Le pS Le y wrt tt es Cemdly foretly 
(pln G4) 
Allahumma innt ‘atdhu bika min-al-hammi wa-l-huzni 
walajei wal-kasali wal-bukhli wal-jubni wa dalatid- 
daini wa ghalabatir-rijalt. (Bukhari, Muslim) 
© God | Behold, I seek refuge in Thee from anxiety and 
grief, from inability and sloth, from faint heartedness, 


and niggardliness, from the burden of indebtedness and the 
domination of men. 
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Prayer for the Attainment of Piety and Purity : 


$58 esrer eo 6 aye 
i 


' Bes de, aie é 
Say Shady Badly sg SEI GI gl 


Allahumma innit as'alukal-huda wat-tuga wal-‘afafa 

wal-ghind, 

O God | Behold I beg of Thee, guidance, piety, purity and 

contentment. . 

This is the mest comprehensive prayer. In these four 
words the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Aftah be upon 
him) has asked for everything that « believer needs. 

Prayer for Protectlon against degradation in this world 

and the Hereafter : 


. . ee) ee ee) off - 8 be SPL 
SH Vals LYS spe GS Sul gli 

7 - oe wor weed 
(le) Lae olde, Gi 


Allahumma ahatn ‘agibatand fil-umuri kulltha wa ajirna 
min khizyid-dunya wa ‘adhdb-il-aakhirah, (Tabrant) 
“God! End all our activities in grace and Protect us from 
the torment of degradation in this world-and in the Hore- 
after’. 

Prayer to be offered after Worship : 

Hadrat Mu‘adh (God be pleased with him) states that one 
day the Holy Prophet (peace aud blessings of Allah be upon 
him) took my hand and observed : “O Mu‘adh! I love thee’, 
and then proceeded to affirm: “O Mu‘adh!! I advise you that 
you should never mias uttering the following words after each 
prayer : 


see Ode oe ote 2 B95. 


Cae nny BK55 O85 LS el Sail 


Pd 


Allahurama a'innt ‘ala dhikrika wa shukrika wa husni 
ibadatika. : : 


O Lord! help me in remembering Thee, in expressing grati- 
tude to Thee and in worshipping Thee in the best manner. 
Will of the Holy Prophet (p.b.u.b.) : 


Hadrat Shaddad b. Aus (God be pleased with him) states : 
“The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
advised me: Shaddad ! when you see the worldly people busy 
in amassing gold and silver, you should gather the blissful 
treasure by uttering the following words off and on”: 


ede ere BS e 


, ot ee a ee Se ee er nd . 
he Raa pals LY dG OL Len I pall 
pee ethe oot 0 OF ode ow ree 
Uke Guoy then 2 Willy ¢ o4,.JI 
ON jake LL gy LL LG wl, 
oe I betoe Sete oe w - Jedoe Sete wn Ow @ 
Byistaly li LS cp dh dyely plat be ov 
esse tS Ce ote @ F Sete 


(deel tm) . pagal ple CH ab phar LS 


Allahumma innt as‘aluk-ath-thabata fil-amri wal-’azt- 
mati ‘alar-rushdi wa as’aluka shukra ni‘matika wa 
husna ‘ibadatika wa as’aluka galban saliman wa lisdnan 
sadigan wa as'aluka min khairi md (at lamu wa adidhu 
bika min sharri ma ta‘lamé wa astaghfiruka lima ta’. 
lamu innaka anta ‘allamul ghuyab. (Musnad Ahmad) 


O God! Behold, I beg of Thee steadfastness in keeping 
(Thy) command and firmness of resolution in (pursuing) 
the right course. I beg of Thee (the feeling of) thankfulness 
for Thy grace and (sbility for) adoring Thee best. I beg 
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of Thee a sound heart and truthful tongue. I beg of 

Thee the good of that which These Knowest, and I seek 

refuge in Thee from the evil which Thee Knowest I seek 

Thy forgiveness for allof my wrongs thou knowest. No 

doubt Thou knowest all that is unknown to us. 

Prayer for Forgiveness and the Favour of Allah 

Hadrat Abu Huraira (God be pleased with him) states that 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
while bequeathing o will to Hadrat Salman Parsi (God be 
Pleased with him), had observed: ‘I wish to bequeath a few 
words to you. Beseech the Most Kind in these words. 
Rush towards the Most Kind and offer prayer to Him in 
these words day and night; 


os Le e wien -e e868 3. fee Fhe 
oe DULY OY Gi BET ee 
Boe we Be oe 2 Oe he toe Foe oto wor 


os, 
iksy By do TY, Lt 


eee ene 


(pS «Shaky Lil yeeyy chia 


Allahumma innt as’aluka sihhatan St imanin waitmanan + 
Si husni khulgin wa najahan yatha,uhi falahun wa rah- 
matan minka wa ‘afiyatan wa. maghfiratan minka wa 
ridwina, (Tabrani, Hakam), 
© God! Behold! I beg of Thee vigour and health in my 
faith. and effect of faith in my dealings and behaviour 
and success leading to peace and mercy from Thee; and also 


security, forgiveness and Thy pleasure. 
Prayer for Purification from Sins : 
Hadrat Umm Salama (God be pleased with her) narrates: 


“The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) used to offer the following prayer ; 


a ee. es 2 6 ee ee Fhe 


es asus Guest ad ra pe 


re Ont oh ne 8 on ee BI Ee ont 


WS ghee Os So ey ll ell § 7 al 


eee © te F toe 


(aS em) sepals Ghd Gy it 


Allahumma naggt qalbt mina-l-khataya kama naggaita- 
ththaubal-abyada = min-ad danas. Allahumma ba'id 
baini wa baina khati’att kama ba’adta bain-al-mashrigt 
wal-maghrib. (Moajam Kabir), 


O God! olean my heart from sins, just as you clean white 
cloth of dirt. © God! cause as great a distance between 
me and my faults, as there ia between East and West. 


Prayer for the Attainment of Respect among the People : 


en ee eer e EISe 
3 ghey Vy ghels npc sho pel 
ove Sade ee on ate 


lng os! ds \ nie os 


Allahummaj'aint sabsiran waj’alni shakiiran waj’alnt fi 
‘aink saghtran wa fi a’yuninndsi kabira, 

O Allah! make me patient and thankful to Thee, and make 
me small in my own eyes, but great in other peoples eyes. 


A comprehensive Prayer : 


Hedrat. ‘Aisha (God be pleased with her) states: “It so 
happened once that when the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
ff Allah be upon him) came to see me Iwas engaged in offering 
worship. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) needed me immediately but I was delayed, where- 
upon the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
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him) observed: ‘Aisha, you should utter brief and comprehensive 
Prayers. When I came to the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) I submitted: “O Messenger of 
Allah! (peace and blessings of Allah be upon you)! ‘Teach me 
a brief and comprehensive prayer”. The Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed: ‘You should 
utter the following prayer: 
- - a ee or ae 
Lee ately adele aS AS oe LOT GI oni 
a i - oo 


abe 8 oy ay SoG PET ts 
Wee Sa P a hceees sili furs gah Ee een 9 
Rell Lay lel lle ace Cale lel adele 


ose e conte Be 


s - - F - ote e- wo 
DN ew thy Syely Joes Use ye dl G5 Ley 


weer 6 od Ore ee ee 9S. coh Ri pe 
4 dhe lee LUhely fre she oe dl OU; 


oO ne ae <% e - FO Sue VED 
Ob Ceti Lay Aaoee dis S yah Lae dL Syl y dane 


(pS) aon eae s Vaekislae 5. 


Allahumma innt as'aluka min-al-khairi kullihi ‘ajiline 
wa ajiliht ma’alimtu minhu wa ma lam @alamu wa 
wudhu bika min-ash-sharri kullihi ‘ajiliht wa ajilihi 
ma ‘alimtu minku wa m& lam a‘alamu wa asalukal- 
jannata wa ma qarraba ilaiha min qaulin au ‘amalin wa 
‘a’ndu bika min-an-nari wa ma qarraba ilatha min 
qaulin au ‘amalin wa as'aluka mimma sa’aluka bihi 
Muhammadun wa a'udhu bika min ma ta’awwadha 
minku Muhammadun wa ma qadaita li min qada'in 
faj'al -agibatahu rushda. (Hakam). 


O Allah! I ask of Thee all the good which is in the present 
or in the future, and I ask of Thee paradise, and the works 
and deeds, which would take me nearer to the same, and I 
seek refuge in Thee from Fire and the worka and deeds 
which would take me nearer tothe same, And I ask of 
Thee that which was sought by Muhammad, and I seek 
refuge in Thee from that regarding which Muhammad 
sought Thy Protection, and that the end of all Thy decrees 
above me should be good. 


Prayer for Holding Firm to Islam : 


Fase 


fet io Y ae Csi py ¥ oie po 


sos ae 
oe ot Ly; 1 oe Yu eae, 


. - 
«Nm 
Allahummahfazni dil-islami ga@’iman wahfazni bil- 


islami qa'tdan wahfazns bil-islami ragidan wa 14 tushmit 
biaduwwan hasida. 


O Allah! maintain my faith in Islam, while Iam standing 
or while I am sitting or while I am lying and let not the 
enemy, the envious pass sarcastic remarks about me. 


Prayer of a New Convert to Islam : 


Hadrat Abu Malik Ashja‘i (God be pleased with him) 
reports: ‘“‘My father narrated that whenever a person 
embraced the religion of Islam, the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) used to teach him 
Salat and also the following prayer” ; 
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e, we 8, eee, et owte . oS eS Abe 
gwles td daly gly ob el poe 
. i is 7 id 


oily 
Allahummaghfir i warhamnt, wahdini, wa ‘afin’ warzugnt. 


© Allah! forgive me, have merey on me, guide me, grant me 
peace and give me sustenance. 


Prayer for the Avoidance of Dissension and Immorality : 
Po - on - oede - > Edel Baye 
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Allahumma innt atidhu bdika min munkarat-il-okhlagi 
wal-a'amals wal-ahwa’'i, Allahumma innt a‘idhu bika 
min-ash-shigags wan-nifagi wan au-tl-akhlag. 


© Allah! I seek refuge in Thee from evil morals, deeds 
and desires. O Allah! Behold, I seek refuge in Thee from 
schism, hypocricy and evi! morale. 


Darud and Salam 


Invecation of Peace and Blessings on the Holy Prophet 
(p. b. u. h.) 


Invoke peace and blessings of Allah upon your venerable 
benefactor Hadrat Muhammad (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him), Truly, we can make no recompense 
for hia countless favours and limitless love and affection. 
What we can do, however, is to invoke the peace and blessings 
of Allah on him with the deepest sense of reverence, love, 
devotion and loyalty to hie person We should pray to God, 
“Creator! Your Mcesenger (peace and blessings of Allah be 

upon him) had to suffer terrible torments in his task of com- 
" muniosting your message to us. He (peace and blessings of Allah 
be ‘upon him) took great pains to guide us on the path of right- 
eousness, Creator ! We can make no return for this favour. Wo 
implore You, O Creator! to shower Your boundless bene- 
factions upon the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him), 
to exalt him in Your favour; to protect his religion from 
the onslaught of falsehood ; to extend his religion and to 
bestow upon him a higher rank than all other favourite 
companions of Yours in the eternal world.” The Holy Qur’an 
enjoins upon the Muslims : 
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halladkina amanda ealld ‘alashé wa sallimi taatima. 
(83 : 56) 

Lo ! Alleh and his angels, shower blessings on the Prophet 

O ye who believe ! Ask blessings on him and salute him 

with a worthy salutation.” 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah bo 
upon him observed to Hardat Ubayi b. Ka’b (God be pleased 
with him) : 


“Obayi! If you devote all your time to invoking peace 
and blessings of Allah upon the Prophet, God shall take it 
upon Himself to provide for your sustenance in this world 
and in eternity.” (Musnad Ahmad) 


Hadrat Anas b. Malik (God be pleased with him) narrates 
that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed ; 


“A person who invokes peace and blessings of Allah 
on me is recompenied by Allsh in the following manner : 


“Allah showers blessings on him ten times. Allah 
adds ten virtues and erases ten vices from his record of 
deeds. And Allah elevates his rank by ten grades.” (Nasa’i) 


In addition to this, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) affirmed : 


“The angels continue to invoke the blessings of God upon 
@manas.long ss he devotes himself to invoking peace and 
blessing of Allah upon me.” 

(Ahmad and Ibn Majah) 


The. Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed ; 


“The man who hears my name mentioned yet fails 
to invoke the peace and blessings of Allah on meis a miser.” 
(Tirmidhi) 


uz 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon” 
him) declared the person most deserving of the honour of his 
companionship and attendance in the life hereafter who invokes 
the peace and blessings of Alleh on him the moat, 

The Holy Prophet (peace and plessings of Allah be upon 
him) observed: 


“The person who invokes peace and blessings of Allah on 
me the most, will be ‘the best deserving my companionship 
and attendance on the Day of Judgement”. (Tirmidhi) 

There is -a slight variation in the wordings of the texts 
of the invocation of peace and blessings of Allah which the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah’ be upon him) 
taught to the jllustrious companions (God be pleased with 
them) on various occasions. You may use any of these texts. 
The text which is, generally recited in worship and which has 
heen declared as the most propitious one by Hadrat ‘Abdullah 
b, ‘Abbas (God be pleased with him) is as follows : 
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Allahumma salli ‘alaé Muhammadin wa'ald aali 
Muhammadin kama sallaita ‘al Ibrahima wa ‘ald aalé 
Ibrahima innaka Hamidun Majid. Allahumma bartk 
‘ala Muhammadin watala aali Muhammadin kama 
barakta ‘ala Ibrahima wa ‘ald ali Ibrahima innaka 
Hamidun Majid. (Sihah Sitta, Musnad Alvnad). 
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O Allaht Shower Thy mercy upon Muhammad and the 
followers of Muhammad, as thou didst shower Thy mercy 
upon Abraham and the followers of Abraham! Behold Thou 
art Praiseworthy, Glorious! O Allah! shower Thy blessing 
upon Muhammed and the followers of Muhammad, aa Thou 
didet shower Thy blessings upon Abraham & the followers 
of Abraham Behold, Thou art Praiseworthy, Glorious. 


Hadrat ‘Abdullah b. Mas‘id (God be pleased with him) 
observed to the people: ‘You should invoke peace and bles- 
sings of Allah on the Holy Prophet in a proper manner. Who 
knows this invocation may be presented before the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)?” The 
people requested him to teach the proper invocation to them. 
Thereupon he observed: “You should recite the invocation 
thus. 
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Allahummaj'al salataka wa rakmataka wa barakatika 
‘ala sayyid-il-mursaling wa imam-il-mut-tagina wa 
khétim-in-nabiyyina Muhammadin ‘abdika wa rasilika, 
imam-il-khairi wa qd'id-il-khairt waraséiil-ir-rahmati, 
Allahummab‘athhu magaman yaghbituhi bihil-awwalin. 
Allahumma salli ‘ala Muhammadin wa ‘ala aali Muha- 
mmadin kamd sallaita ‘ala Ibrahima wa ‘ald aali 
Ibrahima innaka Hamidun Majid. Allahumma barik 
‘ala. Muhammadin wa ‘ala aali Muhammadin kama 
barakta ‘ala Ibrahima wa ‘ala aali Ibrahima innaka 
Hamidun Majid. (Ibn-e-Majah). 


God! Shower Your favour, blessing and benefactions upon 
the lord of Prophets, leader of the pious and the seal of 
Prophets, Muhammad who is Your servant, Your Messen- 
ger, a model of Good, a guide to peace and a Mossenger , of 
Blessings. God! elevate him to an exalted position which 
may be the envy of his predecessors, God! Show Your 
blessings to Muhammad and the progeny of Muhammad as 
You blessed Abraham and the progeny of Abraham. 
Truly, You possess the purest attributes and are Great. 
God! Show Your favour to Muhammad and the progeny 
of Muhammad as You showered favour on Abraham and 
the progeny of Abraham. Truly, you possess the purest 
attributes and are Great’. (Ibn Majah) 


Hadrat Abu Mas‘id Ansari (God be pleased with him) 


narrates; ‘Once Bashir b. Sa‘d (God be pleased with him) 
submitted to the Holy. Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him): In what manner should weinvoke peace and 
blessings of Allah on you? The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) remained silent for a while and 
thon observed: Say these words: 
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Allahuma salls ‘ala Muhammadin wa ‘ala ali Muhammadin 
kamd sallaita ‘ala aali lbrahima wa barik ‘ala Muhammadin 
wa ‘ala aali Muhammadin kama barakta ‘ala Ibrahima 
fil-alamina innaka Hamidun Majid. (Muslim), 


O Allah! shower Thy mercy upon Muhammad and tho 
followers of Muhammad as Thou didst shower Thy 
merey upon the followers of Abraham! Behold! 
Thou art Praiseworthy, Glorious. O Allah! shower Thy 
blessings upon Muhammad and the followers of Muham- 
mad, as Thou didat shower Thy blessings upon Abraham 
in the worlds, Behold Thou art Praiseworthy, Glorious. 


The Suppllication 
of Sacrifice 


Ley down the animal parallel with the direction of the Qibla 
and utter the following prayer first: 


cece - se fee 
ey oon] pos) isi es Ces J 


a 


S45 she wt ‘GS al Ui 5 vere 


we ee y — Sopa GS, or 


a 2 er ae Se ee 


» the 20 pe esl or bl ce aioe hs 


Inni wwajjahtu wajhiya litdladhi Sala uacooeaoaté “al. 
arda hanifan wa ma ana min-al-mushrikin, Inna 
salati wa nusuki wa mahyaye wa mamati lillahi rabb- 
il-alamin. La sharika lahu wa bidhalika omiriu wa 

ana min-al-muslimin. Allahumma laka wa minka, 

Behold I have turned my face earnestly towards Him Who 
originated the heavens and the earth and I am 
not of polytheists. Behold, my salat, mine offering, my 
living and mine dying are all for God, Lord of the worlds. 
No partners hath He, concerning this I have been bidden 
and I am of the Muslims O God! ( I offer this) to you and 
You gave it to me, 


eo de . 


After reciting this prayer, Say Pa Vat ‘al ” 


‘Biamillahit Allahu akbar’. (In the Name of Allah Who is Great) 
and out the throat of the animal with a sharp-edged knife. 
Having performed the slaughter, read this prayer: 
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Allahumma tagabbalhu minnt kama taqabbalta min khalt- 
lika Ibrahtma wa habibika Muhammadin ‘alathimas- 
salatu was-salam. 

“God ! Accept this sacrifice offered by me as Thou accepted 
the saorifice offered by Thy friend Abraham and that 
offered by Thy loved one Muhammad. May peace and 
blessings descend upon both”. 


Although it is permissible to let someone else perform the 
Slaughter of your sacrificie) animal, yet % is better if you 
perform this act with your own hands. While you perform the 
slaughter, try to think and feel in the same way a8 you express 
through the words you utter at the time of Sacrificing the 
animal i.e all that we have got belongs to Allah and it. is all 
to be spent in His.way only. The act of sacrificing ‘the 
animal in His name is in submission to His will and if ever 
required we shall readily sacrifice even our own lifein the 
way of Allah and shall be grateful to Him that He oon- 
ferred upon us the honour of martyrdom by affording us 
an opportunity to shed our blood in His namo. 


. 
1 If the animal is jointly shared by several partners, say 


instead of ... and then announce the names of all partnera, 
et 


Aqiaa Prayer: 


“Aqiqa’ refers tothe goat or ram which is sacrificed on 
behalf of a new-born child on the seventh day sfter his birth, 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) observed: 

(On the seventh day a neae should be prescribed for the 
child, Its hair and-all filth should be removed and sacrifice 
should be performed on his behalf”, 


Before saorifcing the animal, first make it lie down parallel 
with the direction of the Qibla and recite the prayer whioh is 
uttered at the slaughter of a sacrificial animal i.e, from ‘ 
cans JI tot die yd? Afterwards say ‘51 ail ail 
and out the throat of the animal with « sharp-edged knife and 
then recite the following prayer: 
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Allahumma hadhiht agigatw...... . .....tagabbalhis kama 
tagabbalta min habibika Muhammadin wa Khalilika 
“'Tbrahima ‘claihimas-salatu wasealdmu damubd bidamiht 
lahmuha bilahmihi sha’ruhd bisha’rihi azmuhd bi-azmiht. 
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“OQ Allah! This isthe Agiqsh ofl............... Accept it as ° 
Thou accepted the ‘Aqigah offered by Thy loved one 
Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and 
by Thy friend Abraham (peace be upon him). The blood 
of this sacrifice is ransom for the blood of the child, its 
flesh is the ransom for the flesh of the child, its hair are a 
Tansom for the child’s hair and its bones are the ransom 
for the child’s bones. God! Accept it’. 

The people who possess moans must offer sacrifice on behalf 
of their.children. ‘Aqiqah is a desirable sacrifice, Two lambs 
or goats on behalf of the male child and a single goat or lamb on 
behalf of the female. It is permissible also to sacrifice a single 
goat on behalf af a boy. However, for those who lack means, 
it is certainly improper to perform the sacrifice by bogging 
loans. 

Noncooked ‘Aqiqah meat may be distributed. It is preforable, 
however, to send cooked meat to the beggars, the poor and 
your neighbours, On the eve of the ‘Aqiqah of Hadrat Hasan 
(God be pleased with him), the Holy Prophet (peace and bles- 
sings of Allah be upon him) instructed: ‘Send one chopped leg 
of the animal to the midwife and eat the rest yourself and feed 
others”.. (Aba Dawid) 


1. , Insert the name of the child whose ‘Aqigsh is being performed after 
the words. 


The Taravih Prayer 


The word ‘Taravih’ is the plural form of ‘Tarviha’. ~ 
*Tarviha’ denotes the period of rest and relaxation at the end 
of every four Rakahs ‘of prayer. It is in this context that this 
supplementary prayer of the month of Ramadan is called 
‘Taravih’. Tarviha, i. e. to pause and relax at the end of every 
four Rekahs of prayer, isa Sunnah, 


The following prayer should be recited during ‘Tarviha’ : 
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Subhana dhil-mulki wal-malakit, Subhana dhil- 
izzati wal-‘azmati wal-haibati wal-gudrati wal-kibri- 
y@i wal-jabarit. Subhan-al-malik-il-hayyil-ladhi 1a 
yanimu wa la yamitu, subbihun quddtisun rabbuna wa 
rabb-ul-mala ikati war-rith. Allahumma ajirna min- 
an-nari yd mujiru ya mujiru ya mujir 


“Pure is the Ruler and the Sovereign. Pure is the Exalted 
and the Supreme, the Awesome and the Powerful and the 
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Great Wielder of Authority. Pure is the Immortal 

Sovereign Who neither sleeps, nor will ever die, Purest 
{and free from all blomishes is our Sustainer Who is the 

Provider of angels and of Gabriel. 

God! -Grant us asylum from the Fire of Hell. O Protec- 

tor, O Protector, 0 Protector’. 


Offer the ‘Taravih’ prayer in congregation and if possible 
listen to the recitation of the full text of the Holy Qur’an 
during ‘Namaz’. Offer ‘Taravih’ behind a ‘Hafiz’ (the one who 
has memorised the full text of the Holy Quran) who recites 
the Qur’an with full reverence, devotion and eagerness in 
moderate pace and with proper pauses and correct accents 80 
that the listeners do not get tired andthe Qur'an may be 
recited so clearly as to make every word of it audible and 
distinet. It is a great injustice with the Holy Qur’an to read it 
rapidly without understanding ae if youare trying to get 
rid of a burden, The Book of Allah deserves to be read with o 
will, devotion and concentration pondering over its meaning 
and implications and trying to grasp ita real sense and spirit. 


Similarly the ‘Taravih’ prayer must be offered with ease 
and concentration showing no haste and hurry. To perform 
Ruka and Prostration in rapid succession without knowing 
what is being uttered amounts to sheer disregard of tho 
objectives of prayer and missing the relish of real taste and 
enjoyment of worship. 


Quntt-i-Nazila 


Whenever, God forbid, the Muslims are faced witha critical 
situation and the menace and terror of the enemy has over- 
come them, they should recite Qunut-i-Nazila during prayers, 
especially in the course of the dawn prayer. After the second 
Rakeh of the morning prayers, recite the following prayers in 
the standing posture before performing the prostration. Tradi- 
tions reveal that this prayer was recited during worship by the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and 
his illustrious companions (God be pleased with them) at criti- 
cal times, they offered this prayer especially during morning 
worship: 
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Allahummahdina fiman hadaita wa ‘afina fi-man ‘afaita 
wa tawalland fi-man tawallaita wa barik land fi-ma 
a’ataita wa gina sharra ma gadaita fa-innaka taqdi wa la 
yugda ‘alaika innahu 1a yadhillu man walaita wa la 
yatizeu man ‘ddaita tabarakta rabband wa ta’alaita 
nastaghfiruka wa natibu ilaika, Allahumma ‘adhdhib-il- 
kafaratal-ladhina yasuddina ‘an sabilika wa y yukadhdhi- 
bina rusulaka wa yugatilina aulia’aka, Alahummaghfir 
lilemo'minina wal-mo'mindt, wal-muslimina wal-musli-, 
mat, wa aslih dhata bainihim wa allif baina quit 
waj'al fi quiabihim-ul-imana wal-hikmata wa thabbi- 
thum ‘ala millati rasilika sallal-lahu ‘alahi wa sallam 
wa auzi’hum an yufa di’ahdik-al-ladht ‘ahadtahum 
‘alathi, waneurhum ‘ala ‘aduwwika wa'aduwwihim tlah- 
al-haggi waj’alna minkum. 


© Allah! guide us amongst those whom Thou hast guided 
pright, and preserve us among those whom thou hast 
"preserved. Include us amongst those whom Thou hast taken 
under Thy protection. Bless us in that which Thou hast 
bestowed upon us and protect us from the evi) of that 
which Thou hast ordained, for itis Thou Who ordainest 
and none cen ordsin against Thee indeed! Never is he 
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abased whom Thou takest as friend and none ia respected 
Whom Thou takest asa foe. Bleased art Thou Our Lord 
and exalted. We ask repentance from Thee and turn to 
Thee; © Allah! send torment upon the unbelievers, who 
prevent us from following Thy way and refute Thy 
messengers, and fight against Thy friends. Allah! grant 
forgiveness to us and to the Faithful males and females 
& Muslim men and women and bring reconciliation 
among them and foster affection (for one another) in their 
hearts and bless them with conviction and insight and 
make them firm and unwavering followers of the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and 
enable them to fulfil the pledge You have taken from them; 
help them against Thy enemies and against their enemies 
O Real Deity ! hear our prayers and deal us with these 
people |” 


Prayer for the 
Fulfilment of a need 


. Whenever any need, big or small, arises, you should 
atand before God and offer two Rakahe of euperoragatory 
prayer, (Salat al-Hajat). Afterwards, offer thanksgiving and 
praise to God and invoke peace and blessings upon the Holy 
Prophet, Then utter the following prayer. There is every hope 
that God will not reject your prayer. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed: 

“When someone seeks fulfilment of a need from God or 
man, he should first carefully perform ablution, say two Rakahs 
of supororagatory prayer and then offer thankegiving and praise 
‘to the Lord; afterwards, he should invoke peace and blessings 
of God on the Holy Prophet; and finally utter this prayer to 
God; 
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La ilahe illallahul-halimul-karim. Subhanallahi rabbil- 
‘arshil-azim.. Wal-hamdu _lillahi—rabbil-‘alamin. 
Asaluka mijibati rahmatika wa ‘azd'imi maghfiratika 
wal-ghanimata min -kulli birrin was-salamata min 
kullt ithmin 1a tada‘ li dhanban illa ghafartahw wa la 
hamman illa farrajtahi wa la hajatan hiya laka ridan 
illa qadaitaha yo orhamar-rahimin. (Pirmidhi). _ 


There is no deity save God the Clement the Bountiful. Glory 
be to God, Lord of the Magnificent Throne! Praise be to 
God, Lord of the Worlds! I beg of Thee the means of 
(obtaining) Thy mercy and securing Thy pardon; 
participation in every righteousness and protection from 
every sin. Leave no sin of mine unforgiven no anxiety 
unrelis¥ed ‘and let no need of mine unfulfilled where- 
with Thou art pleased O Thou the Most: Merciful of Those 


who show mercy | 


Prayer for Memorizing 
Qur’an 


To learn the Holy Qur’an by heart and to memorize ita 
text forever you should offer the prayer which was taught 
to Hadrat ‘Ali (God be pleased with him) by the Holy Prophet 
{peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). 


Hadrat ‘Abdullah b. ‘Abbas (God be pleased with him) 
reports: ‘Once we wore sitting in the company of the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) when ‘Ali 
(God be pleased with him) arrived and complained about his 
memory: O Messenger of God (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon you)! My mind does not retain the verséa of the Qu’ran, 
I cannot remember what I have learnt previously”. The 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
observed: 


»O Abul Hassan ! Let me teach you a prayer which will be 
of benefit to you-and to those whom you wil! teach this prayer 
end having learnt this prayer whatever you commit to 
memory shall be retained and you shali always remember it”. 
Hadrat ‘Ali (God be pleased with him) submitted: “O 
Moesenger of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon you) t 
Do teach me this prayer”. Whereupon the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed 
concerning this prayer: ‘‘Say this prayer on Fridey night 
and offer it on three, five or seven Thursday nights in 
auccession. By the Will of God, this prayer will prove officaci- 
ous. I swear by His Name Who has entrusted me with the 
Religion of Truth, this prayer by the believers never goea 
unanswered”. , : 

Coptinaing his narration, Hadrat ‘Abdullah b. ‘Abbas 


* 
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(God be pleased with him) says: “Five or seven Thursday 
nights had passed when Hadrat ‘Ali (God be pleased with him) 
came to the company of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) and submitted: “OQ Messenger of God 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon you)! Before this 
whenever I memorised four verses, my memory failed me 
when I tried to reproduce them. Now, however, the 
position is that I memorise forty verses and when I wish to 
reproduce them, it appears as if the Book of God is lying open 
before me, Similarly, I used to hear a tradition and later failed 
to reproduce it but now I hear several traditions and retain 
them 80 well that I hardly miss a single word while reproducing 
those traditions”. 


On hearing this, the Holy Prophet Muhammad (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) observed: “I swear by the 
Lord of Kabah that Abul Hassan is a true believer”, 


Giving detailed instructions about this prayer, the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed: 
“Say this prayer on Friday night. When the sons of my 
brother Ya‘qub requested him to pray for their redemption, 
Ya‘qub replied; “Yes, I shall offer a prayer for your redemp- 
tion shortly”. Ya‘qub meant that he would pray for their 
redemption on the next Friday night. So ‘Ali! Rise at the 
hour of ‘Tahajjud’ on Friday night, for this is the most pro- 
pitious time for the fulfilment of prayer; one’s soul is eager at 
this time and the heart is fully devoted to God. If perchance 
you are unable to rise in the later part of the night, get up at 
midnight. If you can’t wake up at midnight, then offer four 
Rakaha of supererogatory prayer in the first watch of the night 
in the following order: In the First Rakah, recite Surah 
Fatiha and after this Surah Yaseen; in the second Rakah, 
recite Surah Fatiba and Surah Ad-Dukhan,? in the third 
Rekeh, read Surah Fatiha with Surah Alif Lam Mim Sajdah;8 
and in the fourth Rekeh, recite Surah Mulk¢ after Surah 


1, Sura-36, 2, Surah-44, 3, Sutah-32, 4, Bursh-67 


Fatiha. Afterwards, having recited ‘Attahiyyat’ and offered 
Salam on both eides, offer thanks to God and prais. fim. 
Invoke God's peace and blessings upon the Holy Prophet and 
all other Messengers in a proper manner. Implore Him to 
grant redemption to all the believing men and believing women 
and offer prayer for the salvation of those brethren who pre- 
ceded you in faith, And finally say this prayer: 
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Allahummarhamnt ditarkil-ma‘ast abadan ma abgattant 
warhamni an atakallafa ma la ya'ntnt, warzuqni huanan- 
nazri fi-ma yurdika ‘annt, Allahumma badt‘assamawati 
wal-ardi dhaljalali wal-ikrdmi wal-‘izzatil-lati 1a tur- 
amu as'aluka ya Allahu yd Rahmanu bijalalika wa niiri 
wajhika an tulzima galbi hifza kitdbika kama ‘allamtant 
woarzugni an atluwaha ‘alan-nahwil-ladht yurdtka ‘anni. 
Allahumma badi‘as-samawati wal-ardi dhaljalalé wal- 
thrdmi wal-tizeatil-latt la turamu. Aa’aluka ya Allahu 
yd Rahmanu bijalalika wa niiri wajhika an tunatowira 
Dikitabika basari wa an tutliqa béhi lisdni wa an tufar- 
rija biht ‘an qalbt wa an tashraha biht sadrt wa antagh- 
sila biht badant fa-innahu la yu'tnuni ‘alal-haggt ghat- 
ruke wa la yu’tiht illa anta wa la haula wala quewata 
ia bi-lahil ‘Aliyil-‘aztm. (Tirmizi). 


“© God! Be Thou gracious unto me by onabling me to 
eschew sins altogether as long as Thou sufferest me to live; 
and have mercy upon me lest I concern myself with ought 
which is of no consequence to me. And vouchssfe me the 
aesthetic sight which will cause Thee to be well pleased 
with me. ' 


O God! Originator of the heavens and the earth Lord of 
Majesty and glory and of Might is comprehensible! I 
> beseech Thee © god, O beneficent Lord in the name of Thy 
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Majesty and of the Light of Thy countenance to cause mine 
heart to retain Thy explaint as Thou hast taught to me. 
And grant that I may recite it in such manner as will 
cause Thee to be well pleased with me. O God, 
Originator of the heavens and the earth, Lord of Majesty 
and. Bounty and of Might Who ia unchallongable. I 
beseech Thee O God, O Beneficent Lord! in the name 
of Thy Majesty and of the Light of Thy countenance, to 
illuminate my sight with Thy scripture, make my tongue 
fluent with ita words to comfort mine heart therewith, to 
make me fully receptive to it and to wash my body clean 
with its blessings. For indeed, None sideth me in 
(attaining) the truth. besides Thee and now giveth it unto 
me besides Thee. There is no strength nor power save 
in God, the Exalted, the Magnificent. 


Prayer of gaining under- 
standing of the Qur’an 


wa 


The favourite worship of the pious is to recite ‘the Holy 
Qur’an and to meditate and reflect upon its meaning. Love 
of Qur’an is proof of attachment to God as it is also & means to 
establish communion with God. The believer obtains spiritual 
bliss by conteiiiplating and meditating on the meanings of the 
Qur'an and it is through this process only that he secures aoceas 
‘to the founts of wisdom contained in the Qur'an. 


The Holy Qur’an is undoubtedly an easily comprehensible 
Book. Ae regards obtaining guidance from it and carrying oat 
its injunctions, the teachings of the Holy Qur'an are very 
simple, clear and free of all ambiguity or complexity of 
meaning. However, to grasp its inner meanings and signifi- 
cance and to derive wisdom from it, it is imperative that 
you should study the Qur’an after having fulfilled all the condi- 
tions and obligations for gaining comprehension if it; reflect upon 
its contents with sincere application and never adopt a careless 
and listless attitude towards the Book, but study it constantly 
for the reat of your life. 


It is quite natural that at certain pointe during study, you 
will come across a text upon which you widl deliberate Jong and 
hard without arriving at any one interpretation which your 
mind will accept. You will then feel at a loss. But if you are 
a devoted student of the Qur’an, don’t ever feel dejected or lose 
heart, nor should you entertain any impudent notion of level- 
ling criticism upon the Holy Book- And feeling hopeless, don’t 
abandon the practice of deliberating and meditating upon the 
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meanings of the Qur’an. On the contrary, you should turn 
towards God with full concentration and reposing complete trust 
in Him you should seek His sid ‘in the unravelling of this 
problem, Do not make an impudent bid to make a whimsical 
exposition of the Que’an or to give it an interpretation which 
conforms to your ideas, Like» true seeker of Truth, stick to 
the mesning which the text of the Qur'an makes plain aud pray 
to God in extreme humility and with = sense of helplessness: 
‘O God! Eliminate my confusion; make the true meaning 
manifest to me and let my heart be content with that inter- 
Ppretatation and meaning which is really true.’ For this 
Purpose, recite the Holy Qur’an rather Joudly but distinctly 
with pauses in the course of supererogatory prayers at night. 
Offer the prayer reproduced below. It is hoped from God’ that 
the prayer will prove efficacious. 

Tho Holy Prophet (peane and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) observed: “Any person who offers this prayer while in a 
state of sorrow and distress, God shall alleviate his suffering . 
and bestow upon him felicity and Tejoicings.” 
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Allahumma innit ‘abduka, ibnu ‘abdika, ibau amatika 
ndaiyati biyadika, midin fiyya hukmuka, ‘adlun fiyya 
qada’uka, as'aluka bikullé temin huwa laka, sammaitu 
bihi nafsaka ananzaltahu fi kitsbika aw ‘allamtahu 
ahadan min khalgika awista’tharta bihi fi ‘ilmil-ghaibi 
‘indaka an taj’alal-Qur’ana rabt'a galbt wa nira sadri 
wajala’a huzni wadha haba hammi wa ghammi. 
(Musnad Ahmed, Ibn-Hiban) 


“God! Iam Thy slave. Iam the son of Thy bondman 
and the son of Thy bondmaid, My brow is in Thy grip. 
Iam under Thy command. Thy judgement in regard to 
mmo is just and fair. In the Name of all Attributes appli- 
cable to Thee and all Attributes which Thou hast reserved 
for Thyself, or those which Thou hast revealed in Thy 
Book, or have transmitted to one of Thy creatures or have 
kept them hidden in the treasury of the unseen with Thee 
in the Name of all these Attributes I implore Thee to 
make the Holy Qur’an the joy of my heart, the light of my 
bosom, 8 peneces for my distress and a cure of my sorrows 
and perplexity”. 

‘The narrator of this Tradition Hadrat ‘Abdullah ibn 
Mas‘ud (God be pleased with him) states that the people 
submitted to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) : ‘Shall we learn this prayer”? Whereupon the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blassings of Allah be upon him) 
observed: “Any one who beara this prayer, must learn it and 
memorise it’’. “ 


The Friday Sermon 


The Friday sermon is an extremely effective and disciplined 
means of arousing Islamic sentiments, keeping the Faith alive 
and carrying out the duty of remembering God constantly and 
inan orderly manner. It is @ unique religious institution 
designed to remind the Muslims of their obligations each week 
in @ perfectly natural way and to inculcate in them a senso 
of the requirements of religion and an impassioned spirit to 
serve Islam, But you can make. an effective use of this 
institution only when you address the congregation in their 
vernacular. 


Aa regards the second sermon, it must bo delivered in 
Arabic; however, the first sermon ought to be delivered in a 
speech which the audience can understand. It is proper for 
you to prepare a brief but comprehensive address on the 
requirements of religion in the context of current offairs and 
try to develop the mind of the people and rouse them to action 
each week regularly and in a disciplined manner. If for some 
reason it is not possible for you to prepare an address yourself, 
you should at least read the Arabic text and deliver its meaning. - 
ful translation in the vernacular of your audience. Among the 
Arabic texts, your best choice is a sermon delivered by the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) or the 
illustrious companions (God be pleased witli them), Below are 
reproduced quotations from the authentic speech of the Holy 
Prophet (peace .and blessings of Allah be upon him). Ono of 
these is the historic sermon which he (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) delivered on the first Friday after his 
migration to Medina. Tho second address contains an 
eloquent call to the Muslims to acquire a deep sense of the Holy 


405, 
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Qur’an and to deliberate and ponder over its meanings 
constantly for it is impossible to hold on to-religion without a 
firm attachment to the Holy Qur’an. 


The First Sermon of the Holy Prophet Apesse * and blessings 
of Allah be apon him) in Medins. 
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Al-hamdu lillaht Ahmaduhi wa astu‘inuhti wa ‘aatagh- 


firuhi wa astahdiht wa a’ minu bikt wa 1a akfuruhy wo 
@adi man yakfurdhu wa ashhaduan ig-ilaha illallahu 


wahdahu la sharika aha wa ashhadu anna Muhammadan 
‘abduhii wa rasiluh. Arealahu dilhkud2 wanniri 
walmau-i-zati ‘ala fatratin minar-rusuls wa gillatin 
minal ilmi wa dalalatin minanndsi wangitai'n mina- 
zaméns wazunuwwin minasea’att wa qurbin minal ajali 
wa man yuti-‘illaha wa rasilahu fagad rashada wa man- 
ya ‘sihima fagad ghawd wa ferrata wa dalla dalalan ba’tda. 
Ustkum bitaqwallahi fa-innahd khairu ma aus bi-hil- 
mualimu. Almuslima an yahuddahd ‘alal akhiratt wa an 
ya’murahi bitaqwallahi fahdhara. Ma hadhdharakum- 
ullahu min-nafsihi wala afzala min dhalika nasthatan 
wala afzala min dhalika dhikran wa inna tagwallahi 
liman amila’ biht ald wajalin wa makhafatin min rab- 
Diht auna sidgin ala ma tabghiina min amril akhirati wa 
man yuslihilladht bainahd wa bainallahi min amriht 
“flesinri wal’ alaniyati 6 yanwt bidhalika ia wajhallahi 
yakun lahu dhikran ft ‘ajili amrtht wa dhukhuran fi-ma 
biadal mauti hina yaflagirulmar's' lla ma qaddama wa 
ma kana min siwa dhalika yawaddu lau anna bainahd 
wa bainahé amadan ba'tdan wa yuhadhdhiru kumullahu 
nafeahi wallahu raifun bil'ibadé walladh’ sadaqa 
“gaulahi wa anjaza wa’adahit la khulifa lidhalika fa- 
innahid yagilu ‘azza wajalla ma yubaddalul gaulu 
ladayya wa ma ana bizalla min lilabidt fattaquilaha fi- 
ajili amrikum wa ajilihi fissirré wal-‘alaniyati fa- 
innahi man yattagillaha yukoffir'anhu sayyi-dtiht wa 
ywazzim lahi ajra. Wa man yattugillaha fagad faza 
fauzan azima wa inna taqwallahi yuwaqgi ‘uqubatehu 
wayuwaggi sukhutahu wa inna taqwallahi yubayyidul 
wujiha wa yurdirrabba wa yarfa’udarajoh. Khudhu 
_ bthazzikum wala tufarritu fi janbillahi wa gad allamakum 
ullahu kitdbahu wa nahaja lakumsabilahu liya’alamallad- 
Mn sadaga wa yatlamal kadhibin. Fa-ahsanii kama 
cheanallahu iloikum wa ‘ddu a’addahu wa jahidi fillahi 
hanga jihadihi huwajtabakum wa eammakumul muslimina 
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liyah-lika man halaka ‘an bayyinatin wa yahya man hayya 
bayyinatin wa 1a quowata illa billahs. 

Fa aktharat dhikralldhi wa'malu lima ba‘adal yaumi fa 
innahd man yuslihu ma bainahd wa bainallahs yakf- 
hillaha ma baina ha wa bain-an-ndst. 

Dhdlika bi annallaha pagdt alan nési wale yagdiina 
alathi wa yamliku mi 1 ndst wa la yamlikina minhullaho 
akbarid wa la quwwate ila billahil acim. 


“Thanksgiving and Praise be to Allsh. I pay Him grati- 
tude. I invoke His aid. I beseech His Forgiveness and 
seek Guidance from Him; and I put my faith in Him; end 
I disbelieve Him nor and I consider him #s my enemy who 
disbelieve Him. And I bear witness that there is no: deity 
except Allah; He is Alone and hes no partner; and I bear 
testimony that Muhammad is the servant of Allah and His 
Apostle, Allah sent him with guidance, light and exhorta- 
tion and instituted him as His Messenger at @ time when 
the office of Prophethood had long remained dorment; the 
light of true knowledge had faded; evil was dominant; 
society was in a state of upheaval; doom was banging 
overhead; and death was hovering over the head of cach 
man. Hence he who believed in the Messenger and obeyed 
Allah and His Messenger was righteous. And he who 
defied the both went astray, trangressed limits and foll 
into shortsightednoss and having lost the path of 
righteousness advanced far into wrong. : 


Linstruct you to fear God. The best counsel that 
Muslim can offer to another Muslim is that a Muslim 
should persuade .the other to make provision for the life 
hereafter and urge him to fear God’ Fear God as 
hath He ordained you to fear Him. Hence no 
exhortation is better than thie, nor can there be @ 
better reminder. The fact is that awe and fear of God is 
the real aid to secire a propitious destiny in the eternal 
world for the man who passes his life in constant fear” 
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Mighty. and the Exslted affirms: ‘‘My word suffers no change 
and I never do the least ifijustice to any of My people”. 
Hence fear God in all the public and private affisirs relating to 
this ‘world or the life Hereafter. Verily Allah redeeme the sins 
of a person who fears His wrath and He enhances the reward of 
such s pergon to the maximum degree. And he who constantly 
fears Him achieves the highest success; and behold, the fear of 
God saves men from His punishment, protects him from His 
wrath and behold the fear of God makes your faces radiant 
and lively ;it pleases the Lord and elevates the man before God 
Almighty. 

So, gather virtues of your share and never foil, or lack 
in submission to His Commands, especially when He has taught 
you what is right and*what is wrong through His Book and 
has guided you to the vight path. This is to differentiate the 
truthful from those who are liars. Behave well with the 
people, as Allah has treated you with kindness. Consider 
His enemies as your own, and strive hard in the way of Allah. 
He has chosen you and has designated you ‘Muslim’, so that 
one who is to perish should meet his doom with manifest 
reason and logic and one who is to live, should live with 
menifest reason and all power and authority reste in Alleah and 
Allah alone. 

So, ever’ remember and mention Allah and mind your 
deeds and actions keeping in view the day to ‘egme ; for tho 
man who sets the matters between him and the Almighty, Allah 
suffices him in all the matters between Him and the mankind 
because.Allah decides the fate of the mankind and the man- 
‘kind wields no authority over Him. God is the Master of every 
thing that men possess; men exercise- no power on any- 
thing divine, He is Paramount and there rests no power but 
with Allah”. 


Advice to Develop Interest in the Qur’an 
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yudlilhu fala hadiyaiah. Wa ash-hadu an WU ildha 
illalizhu 1a sharike lahd. [Inna aheanal hadithi kitdbul- 
lahi qad aflaha man zayyanahullahu fi galbiht wa 
adkhalahia fil. telami ba‘adal-kufri wakhtaraha ‘ala ma 
siwihu min ahadith inndst. Innaha asdaqul haditht wa 
ablaghuhu ahibbG man ahabballaha wa ahibbulldha min 
kulli qulabikum wa latageu ‘alathi qulibahum, 
‘U‘obudullaha wala tushri ku biht shai-an. Ittaquilaha 
hagga tugatihi wa eaddiqu saltha ma tatamalina bi- | 
afwahikum wa tuhdbba birauhillahé bainakum wasealamu 
‘alaikum wa rahmatuliahi, (Ijaz ul Quran ; 475) 


“Verily, thanksgiving snd praise are due to Allah alone. 
L offer Him gratitude and praise and beg His aid; and 
we seek asylum with Him against our misdeeds and 
wrongs committed by us. Whomsoever He guideth (and 
He guideth only those who really look for His guidance) 
no.one can lead him astray. Whomsoever He deflects from 
the right path (and He deflects only those who yearn not 
the guidance) no one can guide him aright. 

I bear witness that there is no deity save Allah. He is 
Alone. He has no partuer. 


Verily, the best word is the Book of God. Indeed, 
successful is he who adorns his heart with the word of Allah 
and whom Allah has favoured with Islam and turned 
him away from pagamsin and who preferred the word of 
Alleah over all the human thinking and theories. Verily 
the word of Allah is the truth, most impressive and 
most effective. Love him who loves the word of Allah 
Develop real love and attachment with Allah with your heart 
and soul. Let not the recitation of the word of Allah 
and remembering Him bore you and let not your hearts 
be indifferent and adamant to the word of Allah. Worship 
Alleif.alone ; and attribute none as His partner or associate, 
fear Him ever to the extent He should be feared. Confirm 
your pious deeds by your words also i.e. sey what is proper 
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and becoming of you; and love each other for the cause of 
Allah and in total submission to Him. May Peace and Merey 
of Allah be upon you ! 


The Second Sermon 
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Alhamdu lillahi hamdan kastran wassalatu wassalamu 
‘ala rasulihi arsalahullahu shahidan wa nadhira.. Wa 
daiyan ilallahi bi-idhniht wa sirdjan muniran wa 
‘ala alihi wa ashdbthi wa sallama tasliman kasiran 
kasira, 


», Amma ba‘adu-fayd-ayyuhannasu Ustkum bitaqwallahi 
fa-inna taqwallahi milakul hasanat. Wa-‘alaikum bitta’ 
Gti fa-innahi man yutiillaha wa rastilahu fagad faza 
fatizan aztma. 
Wa qdalallahu ta’dla fi kitabi-hil-majid. Innallaha wama 
lai‘katuhu yusallina ‘alannabiyy?. Ya ayyuhalladhina 
amanu salla ‘alathi wa sallimaé taslima. 
Allahumma salli ‘ala sayyidina wa maulana Muham- 
madin wa ‘ala alihi wa ashabi hilladhinat-tabaithu fi 
ea’atil ‘usrati. Allahumma amtir shaadbiba ridwanika 
‘alas sabiqinal awwalina minal muhdjirina wal ansari 
khustsan ala afzalil bashari ba ’dalambiyai bittahgig 
amiril mo’minina . sayyidina Abi  Bakrinissiddig 
radiallahu ta’ala anhu wa ‘alal amiril mo’minina 
sayyadinad wmara nilfarigi radiallahu ta’ala ‘anhu, 
Wa ‘ala amiril.mo’minina sayyidina | '\Usmanab- 
nt Affin radiallahu ta’ala anhu wa ‘ala anitrit 


at 


mo’minina sayyidina ‘Ali-ibnt Abit Talib karramallahu 
wajhahu wa ‘ala waladathie-sa’idaini sayyida shababi 
ahlit jannate al-Hasanu wal-Hussainu radi allahu 
ta’ ala ‘anhuma wa ‘ald ummihima sayyidatinnieds ablil 
jannati Patimatazzahrai radi allahu ta’dla ‘anhd wa ala 
sdiris sahadbati wattdbi‘ina ridwanullahi ta’ala ‘alathtm 
ajmain: Allahummansur man nasara dina Muhammadin 
sallallahu ‘alathi wa sallam waj‘alnd minhum wakhdhul 
man khadhala dina Muhammadin sallaliahu ‘alaihiwaeal- 
lam wala taj’alna minhum ‘ibadullahi rahimakumullahu. 
Innallaha ya’muru bs adli wal thednt wa itdi dhilgurdd 
wa yanhaé anil fahshas wal munkari wal baghyi ya'i- 
zukum la’ allakum tadhakkariin udhkurullaha yadhkurkum 
wad’ thu yastajib lakum waladhikrullahi ta’ala a'ald wa 
aula wa @azzu wa ajallo wa ahammu wa a’azamu wa 
akbar, 


The praise iadue to Allah, the abundant praise, and be- 
nediction and peace be upon His Messenger whom Allah has sent 
as 8 witness, 8 warner and an inviter towards Allah with His 
mandate and asa radiant lightand may peace and abundant 
peace be on his progeny, followers and Companions, 


Thereafter, O mankind, I exhort you to fear God, 
for verily fear of Allah is supermost virtue and incumbent 
upon you is the obedience. And verily he, who obeys 
Allah and His Messenger, achieves great success, Allah, the 
exalted, has declared in His Dignified Book (the Quran) : 
Verily, Allah and His angels invoke benediction on the Apostle. 
80, O ye who believe, invoke blessings on him and seek abund- 
ant peace for him. 


Alleh! Bestow on our Master and our Lord Muhammad 
and on his progeny, followers and his companions who obeyed 
him in adversity. Allah! Shower Thy perfect pleasure on 
those who excelled (to affirm faith) amongst the emigrants 
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and the helpers, particularly on the unanimously admitted 
the most excellent of mankind, next to the Prophets, the 
Amir of the believers, our master, Abu Bakr the most 
truthful (may Allah be pleased with him) and on the Amir of 
the believers, our master Umar Al-Farooq (may Allah be 
pleased with him) and on the Amir of the believers, our master, 
Usman b, Affan (may Allah be pleased with him) and on the 
Amir of the believers, our master, Ali (may Allah glorify his 
face) and on his two noble sons, the masters of the youth of 
the. inmetes of Paradise Hasan and Husain (may Allah be 
pleased with both of them) and on their mother, the leader of 
of the ladies of the paradise, Fatimataz-Zahra (may 
Allah be pleased with her) and on all the companions of the 
Holy Prophet and their successors (may Ailah be pleased 
with all of them). 


Allah { Grant success to those who uphold the way of 
life taught by the Deen of Muhammad (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) and make us amongst them; and humiliate 
those who humiliate the teachings of Muhammad (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) and make us not amonget them.. 
O servants of Allaht. May Allah show mercy on you. Verily 
Allah, enjoins justice and kindness, and giving to kinsfolk, 
and forbida indecency, abomination and .tranagression. He 
exhorts you so that you always remember. Remember Allah, 
He will remember you (in adversity) Pray unto Him, He 
will respond to you. Indeed, the remembrance of Allah ia the 
most high, most excellent, most dignified most superior, 
most grand and the greatest. 


The Nuptial 
Sermon 


It is propitious to read a sermon at a wedding ceremony in- 
order to explain the significance of ‘Nikah’ (marriage contract) 
in divine law, and to bring home to the parties the require. 
ments and heavy responsibilities imposed by this contract, 
With 8 view to derive the maximum benefit from the sermon, 
it is advisable for the Preacher to translate the sermon and 
offer a brief exegesis of the text in the vernacular so that the 
assembly may fully appreciate the sermon. To this end, we 
reproduce below the text of the Nuptial Sermon along with 
ita translation. 
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(so) 


Innalhamda Lillahi nastatnuhi wa nastaghfiruka wa 
na iidhu billaht min shuriri anfusinad man yahdihillahu 
fala mudilla lahu waman yudlilhu fala hadia lahu wa ash- 
hadu an l4-tlaha illallahu wa ash-hadu anna Muhammadan 
‘abduhu wa rasiluhu. Yd-ayyuhalladhina admanut- 


taqullaha hagqa tuqatthi wala tamitunna ila wa 
antum muslimin. 
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Ya-ayyuhannas uttagé rabbakumulladht khalagakum min 
nafsin wahidatin wa Khalaga minha zaujaha wa basea 
min huma rijalan kathiran wa niad’. Wattagulla- 
halladhi tasda‘lina bthi wal arham. Innaliaha kana 
‘alaikum raqiba, 


Ya-ayyuhalladhina amanuttugullahe wa qiilu gaulan 
sadidan yuslih lakum a’amdlakum wa yaghfirlakum 
dunubakum wa man yuti ‘illaha wa rasulahu fagad 
faza fauzan uzima. (Mishkat), 
Wa gala rasilullahi sallallahu ‘alatht wasatlam, 
Wallahi innit la akhshdkum lillaki na atgakum laha wa 
lakinni asimu wa uftire wa usalli wa argudu wa 
Stazawwajun nisda’ faman raghile ‘an sunnati falaisa 
minni, (Bukhart) 
“Thanksgiving and praise are due to Allah alone, we seek 
sid from Him alone; and we beseech forgiveness of our 
sins from Him only; and we consign ourselves to the Ppro- 
tection of Allah against the evils of our souls and against all 
offences. Truly, whomsoover Allah guides on the straight 
path (and He puts him only on the straight path who sinoe- 
Tely desires to walk slong that way), no one can lead him 
Sstray. And whomsoever God deflocts (and He deflects 
only him who yearns to be deflected), no one can put him 
on the straight path. And I bear witness that there is no 
deity except Allah and I testify that Muhammad is the 
bondman of Aliah and His Messenger. 


O Believers! Fear Allah, as Ho should be duly feared; and 
die not save you be Muslims. 


O mankind! Fear the wrath of your Lord Who created 
you from a single soul and from it created his spouse; and fron 
them twain hath spread (all over the world)a multitude of mei: 
and women. Fear Allah, in Whom you claim your rights 
from one another and (be careful in observing your duty to) 
the wombs (that bore you). /So! Allah is Watchful over you, . 


482 


O Believers! Fear God constantly ; and utter what is 
fair and sound God, then, will rectify your deeds and cover 
up your sins with forgiveness; and whosoever obeys Allah 
and His Messenger, he indeed shall secure a glorious success”, 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) says. “By God! I fear Allah more than all of you; I save 
myself from the wrath of Allah more than do all of you; but I 
observe fast and sometimes I do not keep fast. I say prayers at 
night and I sleep also; and I also take women in marriage. 
Hence whosoever turns away from my way, he bears no relation 


with me”. 


Istikhara 


Do have ‘Istikhara’ on the eve of such important events 
of life as journey, Nikah (marriage contract), employment and 
in commercial matters. ‘Istikhara’ means ‘to besesch good- 
neas and welfare’; When your mind is in doubt as to which 
aspect of an important and lawful problem is propitious for 
you, you must perform an ‘Istikhara’ and, then, adopt the 
course suggested by your heart, taking it as the will of God. 
Whenever you are confronted with an issue of extraordinary 
importance. and find it difficult to reach the correct decision 
and adopt the right course, perform two Rak‘ahs of superero- 
gatory prayer at any hour outside the unpropitious and 
forbidden timings. Afterwards, offer the ‘Istikhara’ prayer. 
Hadrat Sa‘d b. Abi Waqas (God be pleased with him) 
reports that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed: 

“It is propitious for the progeny of Adam to beseech good- 
ness and welfare from God; and it is also propitious for the 
progeny of Adam to submit to the Will of God; and it is 
most unfortunate for the progeny of Adam if they do not 
beseech goodness and welfare from God and are not happy in 
the Will of God”. (Musnad Ahmed) : 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah bg) upon 
him) also observed: a te F 

“One who observes ‘Istikhara’ is never disappointed; and 
the one who takes counsel is never put to shame; and the one 
who observes economy does not have to depend on othera”. 
(Tabarani) 

Hadrat Jabir (God be pleased with him) states: “As the 
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Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
taught us the Qur’an, so also he (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) instructed us to observe ‘Istikhara’ in every matter. 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
used to observe: When anyone among you is perplexed over an 
important matter, he should Perform two Rak‘ahs of super- 
erogatory prayer and then offer this prayer: (Bukhari) 
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Allahumma inni.astakhiruka oPilmika wa astagdiruka 
biqudratika wa as’aluka min fadlikal-'azimi fa-innaka 
tagduru wa Ia agdiru wa ta’lamu la alamu wa anta 
‘allamul-Ghuyyib. 

Allahumma in kunta ta’lamu anna hadhal-amra Ehatrun 
Hi fi dint wa ma’ ishaitt wa ‘agibati amri Sagdurhu ii wa 
yossirhu li thumma barik Hi fiki wa in kunta ta’lamu 
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anna hadhal-amra sharrun Ui ft dint wa ma’tshati wa 
agibati amrt fasrifhu ‘annt wasrifnt anhu wagdurli- 
yal-khaira haithu kana thumma ardint biht. 

O Allah! I ask of Thee the good through Thy knowledge, 
and ability through Thy power and beg (Thy favours), out 
Thine infinite. bounty. For, behold, Thou hast power; I 
have none, Thou knowest, I know not; and Thou art the 
great knower of things hidden. 


© Allah! If in Thy knowledge this! matter be good for 
my faith, for my livelihood, and for the issue of mine 
affairs, then ordain it for me, and mske it easy for me and 
bless me therewith, But if in Thy knowledge, this matter 
be bad for my faith, for my livelihood, and for the issue of 
mine affairs, then turn it away from me, and turn me 
away therefrom. and ordain for me the good wherever it 
be, and cause me to be pleased there with, 


At this point, the supplicant should describe his need in place of 
the oxpresaion or should think of his need while uttering. 


The Excellent 
Attributes of God 


The most authentic and safe means of achieving purity of 
soul and contentment of heart is to devote your tongue to the 
remembrance of God, to commemorate His Attributes; to ponder 
pver the significance of these Attributes, and to accustom 
yoursef to absorb these Attributes in your mind and heart in 
perfect faith and awareness. The Holy Qur'an affirms: / 
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Ya-ayyuhalladhina dmanudhkurullaha dhikran kathiran 
wa sabbihthu bukratan wa asila. {33 : 42). 


“Q Believers! Remember Allah abundantly and oo- 
mmemorate Him morning end evening”. 
Serra Pea Sd ee 
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Wa lillahil asmaul husnd fad’ thu dbiha. 
And Surah ‘Araf reveals: 


‘And for Alleh are excellent names. Invocate Him by them. 


The detail and vast significance of these names has clearly 
been revealed in the Holy Qur’an. The Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) has also told ue their 
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number and detail and pointing out the great reward that 
their retention in mind entails, he (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) has urged frequent remembrance of these Attri- 
butes. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has said: . 


“God has ninety-nine- one short of a hundred——— 
names, Whosoever preserves these names in his memory shall 
enter Paradise’. (Bukhari). 


The preservation of the Divine Attributes in your memory 
implies that you should understand their significance, absorb 
them, absorb their spirit and order your lives in conformity 
to them——-—the best course to achieve this end is that you 
should recite the Qur’an with zeal and fervour; develop the 
habit to study the meanings of the Qur'an; and make it 
rule to reflect upon and evaluate the mandate of the Qur’an 
regularly. Study also with devotion and concentration those 
Traditions of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Alleh 
be upon him) which explain the meaning and significance 
of these Attributes of God. In addition, make it point 
to recite such propitious submissions to Allah and prayers 
having sanction of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) with concentration and devotion as 
incorporate these Attributes of God. Tho scholars of the 
Qur'an have collected these ninety-nine excellent names of 
God from the text of the Qur'an itself. 


ALLAH il 


This is the Personal Name of the Creator of the universe 
Who is the fount of all exalted virtues, goodness and 
blessings. No one ever has beon ealled by this name before, 
nor is it lawful to call any one now by this name. Allahis the 
true object of all your devotions; to Him alone is due all your 
worship and sacrifice; and His protection is the only refuge 


against all apprehensions. Hence cherish love for Him in your 
heart, offer trae worship to Him only, and put all your trust 
and reliance upon Him alone. 
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Walladhina amanda ashaddo hubban lillahi. 
{Al-Bagarah) 


“And those who believe, cherish deep love for Allah’. 


ee easy ot ote 


Shae a ae Sh, Sich a GT di 


es) alld galt BV 


Inna anzalnd ilaikal kitaba bilhaggi fa’abudillaha 
mukhlisan lahuddina ala ilahiddinil khdlis. (39 : 2). 


“(0 Prophet, Verily, We have sent down the Book to thee 

‘ with truth. So, worship Allah alone, with pure devotion for 

Him, Know well that obedience and devotion are the dues of 
Allah only”, 
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Qul innamaé umirtu an o’abudallaha wa la ushrika biht 


“Say, I have been commanded to worship Allah only and 
not to appoint any one as His Partner’. 
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“And the trusting repose trust in Allah only”, 
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2. AL-RAHMAN of! 


He Who is very zealous in beneficence and Whose Mercy, 
knows no bounds; the one who out of His Mercy has bestowed 
great bounties on mankind. 


wot Bebe oe oe -B- sy ete 
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Arrahmanu allamal qurana Khalagal insana ‘allamahul 
hayan, 


“The Rehman (Benificent) taught the Qur'an, created man 
and conferred on him the faculty of speech”. 


The greatest expression of God’s Beneficence is that He 
bestowed upon mankind such a supreme bounty as the Qur’an 
and then by conferring on man the faculty of speech, God 
elevated him to # distinctive position among the living species. 


set. 


3. AL-RAHIM weal 


Be Whose Blessings are constantly descending, Whose 
perennial bounty never ceases. As in the world, man obtains 
sustenance, progresses forward, advances on the path 
of righteousness, and is enjoying an opportunity to act under 
the constant shade of God’s Blessings, so also in the eternal 
world the pious shali secure a life of peace and luxury in a 
comfortable abode like Paradise by the grace of this Attribute 
of God, 
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Wa in ta’uddi ni’matallahi 1a tuhatha Innallaha 
laghafarurrahio. 
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“And if you enumerate the bounties of God, you would 
not encompass them. Verily, He is Forgiving, Merciful. 
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Howalladht yusallt ‘alaikim wamalai’katuhit liyukhri- 
jakum minaz zulumdti ilannuri wa kana bilmo’minina 
rahima. Tahiyyatuhum yauma yalgaunahu salamun wa 
a’ adda lahum ajran kartma, 


“It is He Who bestows blessings upon you and His angols 
(pray for blessings on you) in order that Ho may redeem 
you from darkness and bring you into Light; He is excee- 
dingly Merciful to the believers, Their salutation on the 
day when they shall meet Him will be: Poace. And He has 
Prepared for them # good recompense. 


4. AL-MALIK UL : 


Real King of the universe, Whose authority is supreme 
in both worlds. 
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Fata’ dlatlahul-maltkul hagqu. . 
“So, Supreme is Allah, the real King”. 
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5. AL-QUDDUS =~ )44J! 
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Completely free from all defects and errors. Hence the 
Law He has transmitted to us is infallible. 


Sete 


6. AS-SALAM = pull 
Free from and immune to all foibles or failings. 
7. AL-MU‘MIN crt gael 


Po see 


Saviour and protector from all calamities and tormenta. 
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8. AL-MUHAIMIN  j14“'i 


Quardian of the creatures; He Who protects from sins. 
9 AL-AZIZ 33507 


The only source of dignity and authority. One Whose 
sovereignty reigns supreme over all. 
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Innal izzata lillahi jami’an {10 : 65) 
‘Vorily, all Dignity is for God”. 
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10. AL-JABBAR ju 


The all powerful overlord, the Mighty; One Who sets tight 
the destiny of His creatures, 


o Jee 
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11. AL-MUTAKABBIR wel 


Fount of grandear and sovereignty; Who has no partner in 
sovereignty. < 
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Huwallahulladhi la-tlaha illaha Almalikul qudddeues 
satamul-mo’minul-muhaiminul azizul jabbarul Mutakab- 
bir, Subhanallahi ‘amma yushrikin, ( 59: 23) 


“He ia Allah, save whom there ie no déity. The Sovereign 
Lord, the Flawless and the Holy One, Dispenser of Peace 
and tranquillity ;Guardian, Lord of all; All powerful and 
Supreme; the Superb and Glorified over and above all 
they assign to Him as partners”. 


12, ALKHALIQ. QUJT 


Repository of befitting powers and faculties and bestower 
of the best form. 


18. AL-BART ssi 


The nonauch Inventor, who brings into being all from 
nonentity. 
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14. AL-MUSSAWIR ver 


One who gives various shapes and forms to His creation, 
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Huwalladhi yusawwirukum fil arhami katfa pike. 
(3: 6} 
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“Tt ig He alone Who shapes you in the wombs of 
your mothers as He wills (Al-‘Imran) 
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“He shaped you and shaped you well’. 
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Huwallahul-khaliqul-bari-ul-mussawwire Tahul asmau'l 
huena. (59 : 24) 


“He is Allah ; the Creator of the Universe, the origina- 
tor, the Artist ; all the good names, indeed, belong to Him; 


oO Foe. 
15, AL-GHAFFAR LAT 


All-Forgiving and All Foregoing. 
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(cF) ~AyLi OB Ait Kay Ip hael Clb 
Fa quitustaghfira rabbakum innahu kina ghaffara. 
(71 : 10). 


“And I said: Seek forgiveness from Your Lord; He is All- 
Forgiving” 


Seen 


16, AL-QAHHAR Leal 


Full. Sovereign and Perfect Authority over His 
creatures. 
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1. -AL-WAHID | GIUI" 


ONE, Who has no Partner in His Person, Attributes, 
Powers and Privileges. 
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Limanil mulk-alyauma lillahil wahidil Qahhar. 
“In Whom doth the sovereignty vest this Day? In 
Allah, the One, All Dominant. 


18. AL-TAWWAB  lyzJi 


One who relents to His creatures and accepts the repent- 
~ vance of the Maat 
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Thumma taba alathim liyatubu inn-allaha huwat tawwabur 
rahim, 


“God, then, turned to them So that they may repent 
In fact Allah is the Most Relenting and Most Merciful” 


19. AL-WAHHAB GLA} IT 


Selfless Benefactor; and Generous. 
Be Seetie so 6 oe Fe we. See 
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Wa hab land min la-dunka rahmatan innaka antat 
wahhad. 


“Confer Thy Mercy upon us. Truly, Thou art highly 
Generoua”’. 


20. AL-KHALLAQ GARI 


Creator of everything, at all times and in all manners. 
Perfeot Creator. 
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Awalaisalladhi khalaqassamawati wal arda bigddirin 
‘ala anyakhluga mislahum bala wahuwal bhallagul ‘alim. 


“Has He, Who created heaven and earth, not the power to 
create the like? Why not! He is the Great Creator and 
All-Knowing’”’. 


SBE oo 
21, AL-RAZZAQ eT 


Generous Sustainer of His creatures; Who meets all 
their needs and demands. 


22, AL-MATEEN ope 
All atrength and Power. 
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“Verily, Allah is the Most Generous Sustainer, Mighty, 
Strong”’. 


ae 
23, AL-FATTAH Leal 


Fair Judge of His creatures——Reliever of ali hardships. 


24, AL“ALEEM 42 


Directly aware of every word and action, feeling and 
thought of His bondmen. 
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Qul yajm’au bainana rabbuna thumma yaftahu-bainand 
bilhagqi wa huwal fattahul-’alim. 

“Say : Our Lord will assemble us; then He will Adjudicate 
among us with justice. Verily, He is the Fairest Judge, 
All-Knowing”’. 
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25. AL-MUHIT beri 


He Who encompssses all creations; nothing is outside the 
purview of His knowledge and authority. 


Wallthu min wardthim muheet. 


“And Allgh encompssses them from every side”. 
. 


on 


26. AL-QADIR uaa 


Has got full power and authority over everything. 
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Annallaha ‘ala kulli-shayinn-qadeer. Wa annallaha gad 
ahata bikulli shai-in-’ilma. 
(It is a fact) that Allah has got full authority over every- 
thing and that His Knowledge encompasses everything. 


271. AL-HALIM — prlsil 


Not eager to put people to torment; He Who allows every 
chance to the people to reform themselves; Extremely Tolerant. 


Se pate 


28. AL-GHAFUR = 33-44! 


Most Forbearing; He Who covers up the faults and sins 
with His utmost Mercy. 


¢ t dente 
29. AL-AFUWW sal 
All-Forgiving. 


30. ALSHAKOOR  j><2i 
One who fully appreciates the good actions of His bond 
met. 
vee Oe rede Oe woot oer 


ue 4 ¢ 
G5 Sy Vass Dt AN Sant ay a OI 


TLS IF AGT okay a ed ot Lag eel I 
ase 


(gs jbl) ope 


_ 
Innallaha yumetkussamawati wal-arda an tazila Wa’ 
la-in zalata in amsakahuma min ahadim min baadthi 
Innaha kana Haliman Ghafira. (35 : 41). 
“Verily Allah prevents the heaven and earth from collap- 
sing: and if they should collapse, there is no one beside 
Allah Who can prop them up. Verily, God is the Most 
Forbearing and All-Forgiving’” 


wes etal we Ose dee te Sy =e 

Vy gié V gute dbl Oy ree |yiny ol at ue 
‘Asallahu an ya'afiiwa ‘anhum wa kanalldhu ‘Afuwwan 
Ghafoora. 


“May bo God will Pardon them. God is All-Pardoning 
All-Forgiving”’. 


VP OSne ote F rd er 1. SF eoe 
29283 by 31D pl be Cail exp es] ise 


vere 


(re bis oxi 


Wa qalul -hamdulillah-il-ladhi adh-haba ‘annal hazana 
Inna Rabband laghafooriin shakir. {35 : 34), 


“And they will say: All praise isdue to Allah Who re- 
lieved us of our sorrow. Verily, Our Lord is All- 
Fogiving,Mosi Appreciating”. 


31. AL“AZIM = ack 


Great and Venerable in His Being and Attributes. 


(Av 6 VE 2 dal) «polls pk ed 


Fasabbih bismi rabbika-lazim. 


agp 


“And you should constantly comemmorate the Name of 
your venerable Creator”. 


’ 


32. AL-WASI ares 


Allembracing, Most over-whelming, Most liberal bene- 
factor of Hie slaves. 


ooh toe Dp eee oe 8 oe tee tw Hw 


é 
cogs ty hy of Et! BHO ple eats als 


fen HO 7 OS bee wo oo 


(404 cRNA 343) JAAS Lye Gyl 48 US 


Wallahu waei-un-’alim yo'til hikmata man yashau 
wa man yo'tal hikmata fagad dtiya khairan kathira, 

(2 ; 268-269) 
“And Allah is extremely Liberal, All-Knowing. He confers 
‘wisdom on whomseover He Wills; and whosoever is’ 
awarded wisdom, he in fact obtains great goodness. 


98, AL-HAKIM = rSuJl 0 Al-Hakimu 


The Most Wise controller of the whole syatem of the - 
universe and the affairs of Hie bondmen. 


ooo sob on 8 ot eee thew on 
day bo ye be te LG Lede OF ail 


Pn ee 


(Ca) © edt bide ag) tel inaltly 


Innalldha kana aliman hakiman yudkhilu man yoshau 
firahmatihé wazzalimina @adda lahum ‘adhaban olima. 
(76 ; 31) 


“Truly, God is All-Knowing, All-wise. Hoe admits into the 


“500 
fold of His Mercy whomsoever He Wills and for the oppre- 
saqrs, He has prepared painful torment”. 


tee 
34. AL-HAYYU  (-Jl 


Fount of Life. Immune from death, sleep or dozing off. 


Lhe Voth Bh bE 
Watawakkal ‘Alal-Hayyilladht la yamit. 
“And repose your trust in the Ever-Lasting Who is never 


subject to death”. 


tee 


36. AL-QAYYUM peal 


Administrator and Maintainer of the universe. 


Yee oo Be ODD 0e o Sotee See Le 


pod Vy tie de Y pall olla y os Ya 


Allahu lé-ilaha illa huwalhayyul qayyim (a ta’khu- 
dhuhit sinutun wald naum. 


‘Allah, there is no deity except Him. the Immortal, 
the Maintainer. Ho neither dozes off, nor sleeps'” (2 : 255) 


36. AS-SAMI ani 


Hearer of the petitions of His bondmen ; completely aware 
of Tfis creatures. 


+37, AL-BASIR Fi 


Keeps watch over the deeds and affairs of His bondmen 
so that He may Judge between them fairly. 
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wesee we 08 e 


Spay J Gye op Ose ll Gul ga al 
ye ob) . pads! gel BN Ol oy 


Wallahu yagdht bil-haggi. walladhina yad‘ina min 
diinthi la yaqdiina bishai-in Innallaha howassami al- 
basir. (Al-mumin : 20) 


“And Allah gives correct judgement, As regards those 
whom they invoke beside Him, they have no power to 
adjudicate. Verily, Allah is All-Hearing All Observing”. 


eB 
38, ALLATIF Ubi 

Extremely Astute: Very minute in His plans and 
their execution. 


ee 


39. ALKHABIR >>! 


He who fully keeps abreast of everything concerning His 


slaves. 


Id LKB da ee ie lie trol Yl ae 


. 


ee ww cd a - ee - oe ae on 
Cab) ail yl Bg, OL GST Gd yl Oya bo! 


Qs cl) i we 


Ya bunayya innala-intako mithgala habbatin min 
Khardalin fatakun fi sakhratin aufissamauati au fil 
ardi ya@ti bihallahu. Innallaha Latifun Khabir. 

(31: 16) 


O my dear son Lo! though it be but the weight of a grain 
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of mustard seed and though it be in 4 rock or in the heavens 
orinthe earth, Allah will bring it forth. Verily Alleah 
ia subtle and aware. 


eee 
40. AL-‘ALIYYU el 


Supreme and Highly Exalted. 


ae 


41. AL-KABIR Ki 


Very Venerable and Great, Who has no partner or rival in 
Greatness, 


42, ALHAQQ = Goll 


Whose existence is an und¢hiable trath and its denial by 
anybody makes no difference. 


8 0 O80 Soe Foe 


oy a waedy Le aly Gal ya ail bls aus 


' te nt bee od 5 Bee 5 oe 
(4) 6 eS all sail Oly GhU 
Dhalika bi-annallaha huwal-hagqu wa anna ma yad'ina 
min dunshil-batilu wa annallaha huwal ‘aliyyul kabir. 
(31 ; 80) 
“It is- because Allah is the Reality and those whom ~ 


they invoke beside Him are false and also that Allah is the 
Exalted and Great.” 


43. AL-MUBEEN g.+al” 


He who unravels and Meme the truth. 


rere 


G33) » Spel ‘pil pal Of} Syalay 


Wa yo’alamina annaliaha huwalhagqul mubin. 
. (25 : 24) 
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“And they .sball know that verily, Allah He is the 
manifest Truth. 


1 ee ee 


44. AL-MAULA Us 


Supporter and Sustainer of the believers. The True 
Master; One who meets all the needs of mankind. . 


45. AL-NASEER “*,-a-T 
Helper and Supporter of the believers. 


Pa en, Pe ed ote 


bee ceri Oly Ay se Sy ait ob esis 


ose 


(VV 4) - pt! 
Dhalika bi-annallaha maulalladhina dmanu wa annal 
kaftrina U4 mould lahum. (47 : 11) 


That is because Allah is patron of those who believe and 
feoause the disbelievers have no patron. 


Po ened os nee 
~ Syl ro ‘ Repos Ly | pomatel “ 

oe s 

(YA el) ; « noadl 
Wa'atasimd billaht huwa maulakum fani ‘mal mauld wa 


ni'mannasir. {22 : 78) 


And hold fast to Allah. He is your Protector, what a blessed 
Patron and what 6 blessed Helper ! 


- 46, AL-KAREEM msi 


Magnanimous Forgiver and Magnanimous in Dealings. 
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Pe ee ee 


HL type sid J td Syd CLL 


(A-" tht YI) o th Ss 
Ya-ayyuhal-insinu ma gharraka bé rabbikal karimal- 
ladhi khalaqaka fasawwaka fa-‘adalaka fi ayyt siratin 
ma shaa’ rakkabak. (82 : 6-8) 

“Q Man! What hath made thee careless concerning Thy 
Lord the Bountiful; Who created thee, then fashioned, then 
proportioned thee. Inte whatever form He willed, He 
oasteth thee. 


é 
47, AL-GHANI ee 


Independent of all species of creatures and unmindful of them, 


ee 


48. AL-HAMEED Kati 


Praiseworthy in Himself: Who needs no praise or 
thanksgiving from any one. 


ce ee ed oe 2 6 seteee 


BOG HF yy ht Veiled Ae ys 


ani onl) Areca! 


Wa man yashkur fa-innama yashkuru li-nafsihi wa man 
kafara fa-innallaha yhanyyun hamid. (37 5 12) 


“Whosoever offers gratitude, he offers gratitude for his 
own good and whosoever refuseth Lo | Allah is Absolute 
and Praiseworthy”’. 
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49. AL-QAWIYYU  Gpii 


Mighty, before whom no power matters. 


eae 
50, ASH-SHADEED = 42.3 


Extremely strict Arraigner, whom nobody can dodge. 


10 dee Behe 6 Soi, 
oul U8 baal op aly opi ol lis 
ae ae . oF 3 8 BB ower 


Lb 65 a ae LG eG a 


* vill 
Ka-da'bi ali firauna walladhina min gablihim 
Kafaru bi-ayatillahi fo-akhadhahumullahu bi-dhunidi- 
him. Innallaha qawiyyun shadidul ‘igdb. 


“Like the people of Pharaoh and those who preceded them 
they denied signs of Allah; and Alleh arraigned them for 
their sins. Verily, Alleh is mighty Powerful, strict in 
chastisement”’. 


Sl AR-RAQEEB 3,1 


Vigilant over the deeds and affairs of His servants. 


0 2 OSaee oe mt 


«kay pee os al at 
Innalltha kana alaikum al (4:1) 


“Verily, Alleh is watchful over you". 


2. AL-QAREEB 4,5 


Closest to His bondmen. 


Ie 


53. AL-MUJIB een 


Who entertains and-grants the prayers of. His bondmen. 


vote 903 te eee 


ch iyo oe ber ad du oe ele oul. Usly 


(VAN 0 dl) ~ oles 151 
Wa idha sa’alaka ‘ibddi ‘annt fa inni garth. Ujibu 
da'watadddi idha da’ ant. (2 : 186) 
“And when My bondmen ask you about Me; (tell them) I 
am closest to them; I respond to the call of the oaller the 
moment he calls Me”: 


ae dt ve ater ee OF Od ES Wd Oot 
2 Sete et Bay Ol bat gy gt pt a pan 
Fastaghfirthu thumma tibu ilaihi. Inna rabbi garibun 
mujtb, 


“So ask His forgiveness and turn in repentence to Him. 
Surely, My Lord is near and responds (to the prayers)”. 


4. AL-WARIL 5 


Who solves the probleme of His bondmen and meets their 
demands and requirements. One who undertakes to fulfil the 
wants of mankind. 


ee a ae) ee 


(YY alae dt dS pis il Ene 1S 


Wagalé hasbunaliahu wa #i’mal wakil. 
{3 : 173) 
“And they said: Allah -is sufficient for us, the best Sup- 
porter, 
1 
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56. AL-HASEEB foes 


Who puts His bondmen to task ond thoroughly 
scrutinizes all of their acts and deeds. 


oe Bee HF te oe 


(A1 ebcdly 0G raat FPS at ot 


Innallaha kana ‘ala kullé saat in nesta: (4 : 86) 
“Verily, Allsh calle for account each and everything”. 


86. AL-JAMI' aes 


Who will reshape the body: with its particles and gather 
all His bondmen. 


oe oot fe 
(Ol pase Jy. a ror te ist ee oul tay 
ere 
Rabband innaka is ‘unnasi i-yaumin 14 riba fii.” 
(3:2) 
“© our Lord! Surely Thou wilst gather mankind on the 
Day about which there is no doubt”. 


37. AL-QADIR) 9 Sr 


Who has the capacity and power to acoomplish every- 
thing. 


ee te ne Pee ee ee ee el 


Ne des0bt che tlle end’ af OI Stal Seal! 


fe we 2 ood 


(est: Ulll ey Gs 


Ayaheabul inadnu an lan | na‘jma’a tzamahi, bala 
gadirina ‘ala an nusawwiya bandnahu. (76 : 3-} 


“Thinketh man that We shall not assemble This bones? 
Yea, verily yes. We are able to restore his very pores”, 


58, AL-HAFEEZ  U,inti 


Saviour of His bondmen from all calamities and hardships. 


Pe as ee 


- dese get IF Ue est OF 


Inna rabbt ‘ala kulli shai-in-haftz. 
“Verily, My Lord is the Protector of everything” 


59, AL-MUQEET 9 cial 


He who has full power to apportion fair shares among 
creatures; the Susteiner. 


é ve we ve “ee 


° ie nist de i Oy 


Wa Lanaildiw ‘ala kulli shai-in mugtta. 
“And God has the power to apportion a fair share to ono 
and all”. 


Sdn te 


60, AL-WADUD Soa 


Who cherishes bouudless love for His pbondmen. 
Pod a 
6. AL-MASEED yi 


Venerable and Dignified. 


eee 5 Sesaed FO Pat oo So 
(Vet goa!) oda als 2g) y gael yay 
Wa hii-wal ghafarul wadoods dhul-’arshil: majtd. 
(85 : 14—18) 


“And He is the Forgiving, the loving Lord of the throne of 
Glory”. 
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ef. 
62, ASH-SHAHEED Aleni 


Omunipresent; Omnisciently aware of everything. 
wi 


e - ee oss wate 
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Wallahu ‘ala kulli. shai-in-shahid. 
“And Allah is witness of everything”. 
68. AL-WARITH = 44137 
Real Owner of everything, whose ownership will never 
lapse. 
© see 


64. AL-MUHYI gril 


Bestower of life upon His creation. 
- Coded Sede 20d Some B, 


CY parol). Sih FI Sesig ued ow ibe 
Wa inna lanahnu nuhyt wa nomeetu wa dakaet 
wariaiin. (16 3 23) 
“And it is We who grant life or make one suffer death 
and Woe alone are the Real Successor”. 
“oe 
65. AL-WALIYYU JJ! 
Patron and Supporter of the believers, 
66. AL-FATIR = }LLI 


Creator of each and every thing in the Universe. 


ote ad ary er 


iAVs Low J Je ol wa¥s opal BG 


Fatiras samadwiti ‘eal ardé ands waliyys fiddunya wal 
akhirah. (12 : 101) 
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“Creator of the heavens and the earth! Thou art my 
Protector in the world snd the Hereafter’. 


o7, ALMAL wii 


The Real Owner of everything before whom all are power. 
lesa and helpless. . 


reel yew os 

Maliki yaumiddin, 

“Master of the Day of Recompense”’. 
Pane toe 


68. AL-MUQTADIR Peel 


Absolute Sovereign over everything, free from all sorts of 
dependence, 


09. AL-MALEEK {ici 


All-Powerful King, 


este es otis aS bende Seba ny 
thie ste Ge sie So iy coe i GN Si 

- 
(9° wily : O pokes 


Innal muttagina Fi jannatin wa nahar ff maq'adi sidgin 
‘inda malikin mugtadir. . (54 : 65) 
“Verily, the God - fearing will diwell among gardens 
and rivers firmly established in the favour of the All 
powerful King”. . 


SSeee 


70. aL:AwwaL | fi 


He who pro-oxisted of all the creations. 


Sli 


2 Be 


71, AL-AKHIR rel 
Who vill exist even Sfter the end of the whole creation, 
72 aL-Zamme auf 


Whose Divine authority 8nd control is manifest from 
each particle of the universe, 


7. ALBATIN: {uit 


Invisible aud Hidden from the even: 


+ wea ss Ne SBee 
(¥ Sydow Puy lil ay Ugly 
Bu-wal awwalu wal aBhire toal 2ahirw wat batin, 
(87 : 8) 


“He is the pre- existing and outliving Smong all, Manifest 
to all, and yet invisible”, 


Para 


14. AL-QAHIR pei 
Wielding complete domination and suthority over His 
bondmen. » 
. - eo 5 ~~ 


ale rie lal pay 


Wa-huval gahiru fauga “shadth. 
“And He completely dominates His bondmen”, 


75. AL-KAFI SBI 
Who suffices in Himself to all the needs ‘of His bona 
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“Js not Allah sufficient by Himself for His bond men”. 


te 
16. ASHSHAKIR = SU! 


Appreciator of the struggle and deeds of His bondmen. 


Bo wee 


» Ca Ls a 38% 


Wa kanallahu shakiran ‘alima, 
“And God is the Appreciator, All-Knowing”. 


oot ee 


77; AL-MUSTA‘AN Ripa 
The Being from Whom help is sought. 
2 woo a - 
. OLnruadl dilly 
Waliahul musta‘anu, 
“And Allah is the only one from fvhom help can be sought” 


78, AL-BADEE? 9 @i4zJi 


Original Creator ; Unrivalled Inventor 


oes eo dee 


2 2My cree ort 


Badt‘us-samawati wal ardi. 
Matchless Inventor of the heavens and the earth’. 


AL-GHAFIR = jJUii 
Forgive of sins. 
: <5 a > in ae 


Ghafrridhdhanbi Wa eae 
“Forgiver of sin and Acceptor of repentance’ 
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’ o- 

80. AL-HAKIM: pS Gi 

Ruler over His creation; The only Authority and Law- 
Jiver, 

pan 
ay sla ol 
Init ‘pukmu illa willah. 
“Sovereignty belongs to Allah alone”. 


81. ALGHALIB’  CJLiif 


Having full authority and sompiete contrg]. 


te te - New 
wl dhe a ails 
Wallahu (hatibu ‘ala amrihi 
“And Allah has complete control over His operations”. 


8% AL-HAKAM Sai 
Dispenser of full justice. 


Pee 6 ote 1 otene 


ot! ail jail 


Afgaghair-allahi dbtaghi hakaman 
“And so! Should I seek a judge beside Allah”, 


Afgaghair-allahi dbtaghi hakaman 
‘And ao! Should I seek a judge beside Allah”. 


88. AL-ALIM Bae) 


514 


wodt 30 we wn is ene AF 

(Arr tod, Stead! AKT daly all ple 
Alimul ghaibs washshabadatil-kabtr-ul-muta‘al, 

(13 : 9) 


“Knower of the unseen and the manifest, Great Exalted. 


ose 


85. AL-RAFP corsa 


Who enjoys the most MY and Exalted ranks. 


--F be 
4 prs 3 aac st = ) 
Rafi eaisctas ahul Arsh 
“Of Exalted ranks, Lord of Throne”, 


86. AL-HAFIZ But 


Proteotor from calamities and accidents. 
. ee 
. LaLe ne als 
Fallahu Hhairun hafiea. 
“So, Allah is the Best Protector’. 


ose 


87. AL-MUNTAQIM ec 


Ho Who takes revenge 
of His Faithful. 


a oa en 


from His enemies and the enemies 


er eter te 


pri lide Lie Ob", oncat eel “ Lele 
se 
+ Cn Saal 


Fantagamna minalladhina Gjrami wa kana haggan 
‘alaing nasrul mo'minin. 
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“Then We wreaked vengeance on those who had committed 
offences and it was incumbent on us to support the 
believers. 


88. AL-QA‘IM BIL QIST. baw sali 
Who administers justice and fairplay. 
89, ALILAH = 4jyi 


Deity, save whom none deserves devotion. 
3 Bw ow oe Cad 
bye VOY blag & as 
Qaiman dilgist la ilaha illaha. 
“One and the only Deity who administers justice and 
fairplay.” 
90. AL-HADE = Sela 


- Who guides to the right path, Sender of the Prophet and 
the Book. : 


er sere & oy Bee 
A pete lites 3 Noel ot 2a! it ag al oly 

» Wa annallaha la-hadilladhina admanu ila sirdtin 

mustagim. 


“Surely Allah guides those, who believe, on to the right 
path, é 


BP -e- 


WO erie Sex 


z 
“Surely Allah guides those, who believe, on to the right 


path. 


ep epous: mo Perens’ om so epe sine 
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91. AR-RAUF 35-1! 
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“And Allsh is Most Beneficent to His bondmen”. 


sete 
92. AN-NOOR 33! 
Who illuminates both the worlds; Source of Light. 


eon a sor ayer 


aus Spal a al 


Allahu néirus samawati wal ardi. 
“Allah is the Light of Heavens and the Earth”. 
93, AL-AKRAM 5° Mi 
Noble and Dignified; Magnanimous in dealing with His 
bondmen. 


Be ore ob ane 


cs a3, Tt 
Igra‘wa rabbukal akramu, 


“Read and your Lord is Most Beneficent”. 
94, AL“ALA oi 


Paramount and Supreme. 


i ed oe 


ge Bay rien 
Sabbi-hieme rabbikal a ‘ala. 
Praise the Name of your Supereme Lord”. 
tote 
85. AL-BARR  ,—!! 


Who shows favour to His creatures; Munificent to His 


bondmen, 
s te 2968 


Gas). peal al 


Ennahit huwal ieoharianiax 


517 


“Verily, He is the Most Munificent, Merciful”. 
96, AR-RAB wt 


Sustainer and Guardian. He Who protects from all 
dangers and affords all means of development to perfection; 
Lord; Master. 


ee Me ee 


» Sea 23 tol 


Al-hamdu lillahi rabbil ‘alamin. 
“«Prgige be to Allah, the Lord of the worlds”. 


By igtee: 
97. AL-HAFIYYU = (,+JI 


Most Mindful Benefactor of His creation. 
Sere woe 


a be yg OF al 


Innahi kana bi hafigya 
“Truly, He is Most Kind towards me”. 


be age 
98. AL-AHAD res] 


Unique, Unparalleled, Unrivalled,“Who has no equal, 


99. ASSAMAD Acai 
Independent, relying on none; upon Whom all are depen- 
dent, 
pes Fae dy a? 3 


_ dealt di og del al a JG 


Quihu wallahu ahad. Allah ue samad 


“Say, He is Allah, the One Allah, The eternally besought 
ofall”, 


Prophetic Prayers 
_ata Glance 


Memorise prayers incorporated in the Holy Qur'an 
and Traditions which are mesnt to be uttered on various 
occasions and at different timings round the clock and comme- 
morate them, Offer these prayers gegularly with sincerity and 
understanding, eagerness and concentration and with complete 
devotion until these prayers and supplications become the true 
yearnings of your heart. To beseech God, to beseech con- 


‘ stantly, to beseech in the words instructed by God and beseech 


what has been besought by His Beloved poople—this is the 
glory of the pious and this alone entails Grace of Allah in both 
worlds, ’ 


" In pursuance of this ideal a selection of the prayers from 
the Qur’an and Traditions have been incorporated in this book. 
Since, however, these prayers are interspersed throughout the 


‘book under different headings in various chapters, the 


reader may find it rather difficult to trace them as and when 
needed for use or reference. Hence we are giving an index 
of these prayers. The prayers have been arranged in alphabeti- 
cal order with page numbers. 
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